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[57] ' ABSTRACT 

For fabricating porous bodies from a glass starting ma 
terial, particularly in connection with the fabrication of 
an optical waveguide preform, it is proposed to ?ll 
powdery glass starting material under a pre-compaction 
into a compression mold, and to compress it thereafter. 
When the porous body to be formed is to have a varying 
composition in the radial direction, as is necessary with 
a view to step index optical ?bers or optical waveguides 
having a graded index of the refractive-index pro?le, 
then differently composed powdery glass starting mate 
rials are ?lled one at a time, in adjacent coaxial areas, 
into the compression mold. This is effected with respect 
to each of the individual areas with the aid of a screw 
conveyor under a continuous, adjustable pressure and at 
an adjustable conveying speed. If more than two coaxi 
ally disposed areas of different composition are to re 
sult, the corresponding material is ?lled several times in 
succession into the interspace between a base body 
disposed in the center of the compression mold in the 
longitudinal direction thereof, and the inside wall of the 
deposited material, before the central area is ?lled. 

4 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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PROCESS OF FABRICATING AN ELONGATED 
GLASS BODY PARTICULARLY A PREFORM FOR 

OPTICAL WAVEGUIDES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION I 

The invention relates to a process of fabricating an 
elongated glass body, particularly a preform for optical 
waveguides on the basis of SiO;, in which a porous 
body is ‘formed from powdery glass starting material 
and such body is sintered to obtain the glass body. 
One such process is described in a copending com 

monly owned U.S. Pat. application Ser. No. 703,793, in 
which it is proposed to ?ll powdery glass starting mate 
rials with compositions changing in the radial direction 
under precompaction, into a compression mold from 
several coaxially disposed conveyor tubes. The ?ll-in 
pressure effecting the pre-compaction is effected 
therein either by screw conveyors or by a centrifugal 
force. In any case, the coaxial arrangement of various 
conveyor tubes and the simultaneous conveyance of 
different materials involves a considerable investment in 
appartus, which is a pronounced disadvantage. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is a general object of the present 
invention to avoid the disadvantages of the prior art. 
More particularly, it is one of the objects of the inven 

tion to provide a process of producing glass bodies from 
pulverulent material formed into porous bodies and 
then sintered, which avoids the disadvantages of the 
conventional processes of this type. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to 
develop a process of this type which would render it 
possible to fabricate the glass bodies from such porous 
bodies with a high degree of reliability and dependabil 
lty. 
A concomitant object of the present invention is to 

provide a process of the above type which allows sim 
pli?cation of the apparatus used to perform the process 
so that this appartus is simple in construction, inexpen 
sive to manufacture, easy to use, and reliable in opera 
tion nevertheless. 

In pursuance of these objects and others which will 
become apparent hereafter, one feature of the present 
invention resides in a process of fabricating elongated 
glass bodies, particularly preforms for optical wave 
guides, from pulverulent starting materials, especially 
such including SiOZ, comprising the steps of ?lling a 
plurality of pulverulent starting materials with different 
compositions one at a time into respective mutually 
adjacent coaxial con?ning zones of a con?ning space in 
such a manner as to be pre-compacted during the ?lling 
step and to form a pre-compacted composite body in 
the con?ning space; compressing the pre-compacted 
composite body subsequently to the ?lling step to con 
vert the pre-compacted composite body into a porous 
composite body; and sintering the co'mpressed porous 
composite body into the glass body. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

Above-mentioned and other features and objects of 
this invention will become more apparent by reference 
to the following description taken in conjuction with 
the accompanying drawing, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a partially sectional side elevational view of 

a device for ?lling the powdery starting material into a 
compression mold illustrative of the type of apparatus 

25 

35 

40 

45 

65 

2 
usable in performing the process proposed by the inven 
tion; and 
FIG. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of a part of a 

conveying device for forming a tubular porous body 
that is usable in performing the inventive process. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

In the following, the invention will now be described 
as it is to be used for fabricating a preform for optical 
waveguides, with the starting material containing SiOg 
as its base material, which, for the purpose of changing 
the refractive index, contains, as a rule, one or more 
doping agents such as G€O2, P205, F, or B203 . It_ 
should be pointed out, however, that the process ac 
cording to the invention is also suitable for fabricating 
articles other than optical waveguides, so long as the 
starting material which comes in question therefor is 
capable of being manufactured in powder form and of 
being compressed into a porous body, and the latter is 
capable of being sintered into a glass body. 
The device as shown in FIG. 1 which is identical to 

that disclosed in the above-mentioned U.S. Pat. applica 
tion Ser. No. 703,793 and is shown and described here 
for illustrative purposes only, comprises a storage bin 1 
containing the powdery glass starting material, with the 
interior of the bin 1 being sealed against the ambient 
atmosphere. 

Inside the storage bin 1, near its bottom, there is ar 
ranged a screw conveyor 3 which is driven by an exter 
nal motor 2, with the aid of which the powder material 
contained in the stroage bin 1 can be conveyed through 
an elongated conveying tube 4 out of the storage bin 1. 
The conveying tube 4 projects into a compression mold 
which is to be ?lled with the powder material. In the 
given example, the compression mold is a ?exible hose 
5 which, at its end lying in the conveying direction, is 
closed by a cover 6. The ?ll-in pressure is produced in 
that the screw conveyor 3 passes the material by the 
conveying force produced by its motor 2 in direction 
toward the cover 6, and in that the cover 6 is acted upon 
by a counterforce in opoosition to the conveying direc 
tion. 
A shape-stabilizing rigid body 7, constructed as a 

double-walled tube whose inner wall is perforated as 
shown in the drawing, and whose inner space between 
the two walls is capable of being subjected to either an 
increased or a reduced pressure, surrounds the hose 5 
and thus forms a support for the hose 5 in the radially 
outward direction. To effect a pressure variation, an 
opening with a tubular joint (or socket) 8 is provided for 
in the outer wall of the tube 7, on which a conduit 
leading to a vacuum pump can be slid. The vacuum 
pump, such as a water-jet pump, produces in the inter 
space between the walls of the tube 7 a suction pressure 
which, through the perforated inner wall, acts upon the 
hose 5, pulls it in direction toward the inner wall and 
expands it to such an extent as to be smoothly applied to 
this inner wall. The thus constructed rigid shape retain 
ing body 7, accordingly, simultaneously permits preex 
pansion of the hose 5 and a shape stabilization of the 
hose 5 during the ?ll-in process. 
For sealing the interspace between the conveying 

tube 4 and the pre-expanded hose 5, the outlet end of the 
conveying tube 4 is surrounded by a sealing ring 9 
which is attached to the conveying tube 4 and is opera 
tive for providing a constant frictional force between 
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the conveying tube 4 and the pre-expanded hose 5, 
which force is not dependent on just how far the con 
veying tube 4 projects into the compression mold 5. 
The end of the compression mold 5 lying in the con 

veying direction is sealed by the already mentioned 
cover 6 which, on its side facing the compression mold 
5, is provided with a truncated cone-shaped extension 
10 which is pushed to the end of the tube 7 that is cov 
ered by the hose 5, in such a manner that its jacketing 
surface is ?rmly applied to the tube end, thus sealing the 
latter. The cover 6 is attached to the tube 7 with the aid 
of holding means that is not shown, such as a clamp, 
which is capable of being mounted to the outside of the 
tube 7, or by a cap surrounding the cover 6 and capable 
of being screwed on to the outside of the tube 7. 
When ?lling the powder material into the described 

compression mold 5, the material is pre-compacted by 
the action of the ?ll-in pressure. In the course of this 
operation, the conveying force of the screw conveyor 3 
pushes the entire compression mold 5 inclusive of the 
shape retaining body 7 in opposition to the counterforce 
acting upon the cover 6, away from the conveying tube 
4 in the conveying direction until, in this way, almost 
the entire interior space of the hose 5 is ?lled with the 
pre-compacted powder material. The motion of the 
compression mold 5 relative to the conveying tube 4 
during the feed operation is indicated by an arrow 
shown below the compression mold 5, pointing in the 
conveying direction. 

Following the ?ll-in operation, the vacuum pump is 
turned off and the air conduit is removed from the tube 
joint or socket 8. The pre-expanded hose 5, owing to the 
?lled-in pre-compacted powder material, remains in its 
expanded state. The compression mold 5, inclusive of 
the shape retaining bod 7 surrounding it, is now re 
moved from the ?ll-in device and is inserted into the 
hydraulic ?uid of an isostatic press after its other end 
has also been closed by a cover corresponding to the 
cover 6 described hereinbefore. The hydraulic ?uid of 
the isostatic press enters through the tube joint or 
socket 8 into the interspace of the double-walled tube 7, 
with the air contained therein escaping either through 
this joint or socket 8 as well, or through a further open 
ing which is additiobally provided but has not been 
shown. Thereupon, the isostatic press subjects the hy 
draulic ?uid to a pressure ranging between 100 and 300 
bar, with this pressure acting through the perforated 
inner wall of the tube 7 upon the outer side of the pre 
expanded hose 5 for pressing the latter together in the 
radial direction, so that the desired porous body will 
result. Although the isostatic press exerts a uniform 
pressure from all sides upon any structure contained in 
its hydraulic ?uid, the pressure, in the present case, 
owing to the tube ends being closed by rigid covers 6, 
only acts in the radial direction upon the compression 
mold 5, so that during the compression process the 
longitudinal dimension of the ?lled-in material remains 
unchanged. 
Upon completion of the pressing operation, the tube 

7 is removed from the isostatic press, one or both covers 
6 are opened, and the compressed body surronded by 
the hose 5, is removed from the tube 7. After this, the 
hose 5 is again expanded and the pressed porous body is 
removed therefrom. Prior to any further processing, it 
may become necessary to mechanically process the 
porous body on its surface until it shows to have the 
desired geometrical shape, for example, by way of 
grinding the surface. 

25 
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The porous body is next subjected to a physical and 

/or chemical cleaning. As a physical cleaning there may 
be used cleaning in an electric are or in a high-voltage 
plasma, and as a chemical cleaning there may be used 
heat treatment in a chlorine-containing atmosphere in 
order thus to remove from the porous body an possible 
impurities in the form of hydroxyl groups and transition 
metals. 
The porous body which, owing to the described pro 

cess, has a homogeneous material composition, can now 
be further processed into an optical waveguide, for 
example, in that it, by way of sintering, is transformed 
into a glass body, with the latter then being drawn out 
into a glass ?ber. 

In principle, the ?ll-in operation as described with 
reference to FIG. 1 can also be applied to such cases in 
which the porous body to be formed has no homogene 
ous composition, but a material composition changing 
in the radial direction. This is possible in that, in contra 
distinction to the foregoing part of the speci?cation, 
where the compression mold 5 was described as having 
the shape of a hollow cylinder, so that the subsequently 
following compression would in any case result in a 
rod-shaped porous body, is designed in such a way that 
the resulting formed porous body is of tubular shape. 
For this purpose there is used a screw conveyor which, 
unlike the screw conveyor 3 as shown in FIG. 1, does 
not convey the material within the area of its axis, but 
within an area having a circular ring-shaped cross sec 
tion disposed coaxially in relation to its axis of rotation. 
One such screw conveyor is shown in FIG. 2. 

This type of screw conveyor 20 rotates in the inter 
space between an inner tube 21 and an outer tube 22 
disposed coaxially in relation thereto, about the inner 
tube 21, so as to convey the powdery glass starting 
material through this interspace into the compression 
mold 3 and into an area coaxially distant from the axis. 
At its front end, the arrangement as shown in FIG. 2 

comprises two sealing rings 23 and 24 for sealing the 
area within which the powdery material is conveyed 
into the compression mold and which, just like the 
sealing ring 9 in the arrangement as shown in FIG. 1, 
provide for a constant position-independent frictional 
force. The inner sealing ring 23 is mounted to the inside 
of the inner tube 21 and is applied to the outer side of 
the rod-shaped or tubular base body, whereas the outer 
sealing ring 24 is mounted to the outer side of the outer 
tube 22 and is applied to the inner side of the hose 5 in 
the case of the compression mold 5 as shown in FIG. 1. 
As the compression mold 5 for forming a tubular 

body there may be used either the type of compression 
mold 5 as shown in FIG. 1, which would have to be 
slightly modi?ed, or else a compression mold as shown 
in FIG. 2. The modi?cation of the compression mold 5 
as shown in FIG. 1 consists in that, along its longitudi 
nal axis and extending from one to the other end 
thereof, there is disposed a rod or a tube, for example, of 
silica glass which can be mounted e.g. at the cover 6 in 
a central recess and, following the ?ll-in process, in a 
corresponding recess of the other cover. The screw 
conveyor of the type as shown in FIG. 2 now conveys 
the powdery material in a way corresponding to that 
described hereinbefore with reference to FIG. 1, into 
the interspace between this rod or tube and the pre 
expanded hose 5. Following the compression process, 
the rod-shaped or tubular base body can be easily re 
moved from the center of the compressed porous body. 
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According to the invention, the ?lling of the com 
pression mold which is shown in FIG. 1, is carried out 
as follows: as proposed above with respect to the fabri 
cation of a tubular body, also with the process accord 
ing to this invention, a rod-shaped base body, that is, a 
rod or a tube, for example, of silica glass, is disposed in 
the compression mold which is modi?ed to accommo 
date such base body along the longitudinal axis by ex 
tending in the center from the one end to the other, and 
a powdery glass starting material is ?lled in such a way 
into the interspace between this base body and the in 
side wall of the compression mold with the aid of a 
screw conveyor, as to be pre-compacted in the course 
of this ?lling operation. The ?lled-in material, for exam 
ple, has a composition which is suitable for the cladding 
of an optical waveguide. By the pre-compaction, the 
?lled-in material is given such a consistency that the 
base body, upon completion of the ?ll-in process, can be 
removed without the ?lled-in material dropping into 
the resulting hollow space. It was surprisingly discov 
ered that it is indeed possible to give the particulate 
material during the ?lled-in process such a consistency 
that the thus formed tubular body will be self-support 
ing and will thus serve to externally delimit the inter 
nally located con?ning zone, thus in effect serving as a 
mold for the following ?lled-in operation. Upon re 
moval of the base body, a further powdery glass starting 
material in a different composition, such as core mate 
rial, and likewise under a pro-compaction, is ?lled into 
the hollow space. 
When this last mentioned material is to have a com 

position which is constant throughout the cross section, 
it is ?lled in in the way as shown in FIG. 1, with the aid 
of a centrally disposed screw conveyor and with the 
previously ?lled in tubular body serving to externally 
delimit the space being ?lled. When the composition of 
the material is to vary throughout the cross section, as 
is necessary for an optical waveguide having a graded 
index pro?le, then, following the removal of the base 
body, another base body of smaller diameter is disposed 
in the center of the hollow space along the longitudinal 
axis, and a powdery glass starting material of a still 
different composition is ?lled into the interspace with 
the aid of a screw conveyor of the type as shown in 
FIG. 2 which is adapted to the interspace, and under a 
precompaction, with the base body thereafter being 
removed and the next base body being introduced, etc., 
until ?nally the remaining hollow space is ?lled with a 
material suitable for the central area, with the aid of a 
centrally disposed screw conveyor. Accordingly, the 
?rst ?ll-in process is repeated several times with a vary 
ing material composition, with respectively a different 
base body and a screw conveyor adapted thereto, until 
the remaining hollow space is ?lled. 
The process described hereinbefore, in which the 

adjacent coaxial areas of the compression mold are 
?lled one at a time in turn, offers the advantage that 
each of the different ?ll-in steps can be controlled indi 
vidually and independently of the others with respect to 
the ?ll-in pressure and the ?ll-in speed. 

It should still be mentioned that in every phase of the 
described process, from the stage of fabricating the 
powdery starting material to the sintering into an elon 
gated glass body suitable for use as a preform, care must 
be taken for preventing the material from becoming 
contaminated. 
For this purpose, it is preferable for the storage bins 

containing the powder material to be always airtightly 
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6 
sealed, and for the feeding of the material into the com 
pression mold to be carried out in a sealed atmosphere, 
for example, in an evacuated glove box. Into this glove 
box, the one conveyor tube or a plurality of such con 
veyor tubes projects from the outside through a vacu~ 
um-sealed passage. The compression mold is removed 
from this glove box only after it has been closed on both 
sides with a cover, and is then placed into the isostatic 
press. 
A further measure for avoiding contaminations re 

sides in that the heat treatment of the porous body is 
carried out in a chlorine-gas atmosphere, with the sub 
sequent sintering into a glass body being carried out in 
an apparatus which is constructed to keep the porous 
body, during the heat treatment in the chlorine-gas 
atmosphere, for example, in that the porous body is 
moved from a low elevation toward a higher elevation 
through a ?rst zone in which the heat treatment is car 
ried out, and from there immediately into a second zone 
in which the sintering is carried out. 
While we have described above the principles of our 

invention in connection with speci?c apparatus, it is to 
be clearly understood that this description is made only 
by way of example and not as a limitation to the scope 
of our invention as set forth in the objects thereof and in 
the accompanying claims. 
We claim: 
1. A method of making a glass preform comprising 

the steps of: 
providing an elongated, hollow mold member having 

a ?exible sidewall, one open end and a closed end 
opposite thereto; 

placing a ?rst of a plurality of base bodies into the 
mold member to extend axially from the closed end 
to the open end to form an interspace between the 
mold member and the base body; 

applying a longitudinal force against the closure at 
the closed end so that the force acts upon the clo 
sure and upon the mold member in the direction of 
the open end; 

forming a pre-complacted self-supporting body by 
?lling the interspace with a ?rst of a plurality of 
glass forming pulverulent materials which is forced 
into the open end so that the increase in mass of 
material resulting from the ?lling causes the mate 
rial to act against the closed end in opposition to 
the longitudinal force thereby moving the mold 
member against the longitudinal force; 

removing the base body thereby forming a central 
cavity surrounded by the interior walls of the self 
supporting body. . 

reapplying a longitudinal force against the closure at 
the closed end so that the force acts upon the clo 
sure and upon the mold member in the direction of 
the open end; 

filling the central cavity in the self-supporting body 
by forcing an additional glass forming pulverulent 
material into the open end so that the increase in 
mass of material resulting from the ?lling causes 
the additional material to act against the closed end 
in ‘opposition to the longitudinal force thereby 
moving the mold member against the longitudinal 
force; 

compressing the material and the additional material 
to form a porous body; and 

sintering the resulting compressed composite material 
to form the glass preform. 
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2. The method of claim 1 further comprising, prior to 
the reapplying step, the further steps of: 

inserting another base body of the plurality into the 
central cavity to extend axially from the closed end 
to the open end, the additional base body having a 
diameter which is smaller than that of the previous 
self-supporting body to form interspace between 
the self-supporting body and the base body; 

exerting a longitudinal force against the closure at the 
closed end so that the force acts upon the closure 
and upon the mold member in the direction of the 
open end; 

forming an additional self-supporting body which 
contacts the previously formed self-supporting 
body by ?lling the interspace with another glass 
forming pulverulent material of the plurality which 
is forced into the open end so that the increase in 
mass of material resulting from the ?lling causes 
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the another material to act against the closed end in 
opposition to the the longitudinal force thereby 
moving said mold member against the longitudinal 
force; and 

removing the another base body thereby forming a 
central cavity surrounded by the interior walls of 
the additional self-supporting body. 

3. The method of making a glass preform according 
to claim 2 comprising repeating said further steps at 
least once. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein either of or both of 
said ?lling steps includes utilizing feeding means for 
forcing the pulverulent material into said mold member 
and wherein said feeding means is intially provided 
adjacent the closed end of the mold member so that the 
movement of the mold member provides more volume 
for ?lling. 

I! 1= * * * 


