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[57] ABSTRACT 
A hydraulic wheel brake device is provided for connec 
tion between the master cylinder and the wheel brake 
cylinders in the brake ?uid line. The device includes a 
lock housing connected to a hydraulic cylinder wherein 
the hydraulic cylinder includes a ?uid chamber having 
an inlet and outlet in ?uid communication with the 
chamber. A valve seat is located over the inlet in the 
?uid chamber and a spring is disposed in the chamber 
having a steel ball held therein. A lock and rotary cam 
mechanism are located within the lock housing wherein 
rotation of the lock rotates the cam mechanism thrust 
ing a rod connected between the rotary cam mechanism 
and the spring. The rod forces the spring to compress 
which seats the ball against the valve seat restricting 
?uid ?ow to the brakes thereby locking the ?uid brake 
system. 

5 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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ANTI-THEFT BRAKE LOCK 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to an anti-theft device for lock 

ing the brakes of a vehicle by restricting hydraulic ?uid 
?ow within the brake system. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Despite the numerous anti-theft devices available, 

there are large numbers of automobiles being stolen 
every year. The various devices now available such as 
alarms, ignition shut-off switches and brake locks have 
become complicated and more expensive without in 
creasing their reliability or their ability to prevent auto 
mobile thefts. 
The prior art brake locks are installed within the 

hydraulic brake system of an automobile. After the 
brakes have been pressurized, the lock acts to prevent 
?uid ?ow from or to the brakes. The brakes cannot be 
released unless the lock is deactivated. The present 
brake locks are intricate devices with numerous internal 
elements and moving parts that increase the cost of the 
device while decreasing reliability and durability. Thus, 
there is a need for a simple, affordable and dependable 
deterrent to automobile thefts. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, there is 
provided a hydraulic check valve which will hold the 
hydraulic brakes in a locked position once the device is 
activated. The device is connected within the hydraulic 
brake line between the wheel brake cylinders and the 
master cylinder. After the brakes have been depressed 
pressurizing the brake ?uid system, the device is actu 
ated to inhibit the ?uid ?ow within the brake system 
thereby maintaining the pressure and locking the 
brakes. 
The device includes a hydraulic cylinder having a 

?uid chamber therein and a brake ?uid inlet and outlet 
in ?uid communication with the chamber. A valve seat 
is located within the ?uid chamber and is in ?uid com 
munication with the inlet. A spring is located within the 
?uid chamber which has a ball valve element held 
within the coils of the spring. The spring is biased so 
that compression of the spring will press the ball valve 
element against the valve seat to restrict the ?uid ?ow 
through the ?uid chamber. 
A key operated lock mechanism is attached to the 

hydraulic cylinder to actuate the device. Rotation of the 
lock acts to rotate a male cam which thrusts a female 
cam in communication with the male cam towards the 
spring. A piston means is located between the female 
cam and the spring which acts to compress the spring 
when the female cam is thrust forward. When the spring 
is compressed, the ball presses against the valve seat, 
restricting the ?uid ?ow from the inlet _to the outlet and 
locking the brakes. If the brake pedal is depressed prior 
to activating the device, the brakes will be immediately 
locked upon actuation. However, the device may also 
be actuated prior to depression of the brakes. In this 
case, when the brakes are then depressed, ?uid flow will 
be permitted to the brakes but the ?ow back will be 
restricted and the ball will then ?rmly seat against the 
valve seat because of the reverse pressure of the ?uid 
?ow. 
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2 
Thus, an inexpensive, simple and reliable device is 

provided for preventing the theft of a vehicle. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The following is a detailed description together with 
accompanying drawings of an illustrative embodiment 
of the invention. It is to be understood that the inven 
tion is capable of modi?cation and variation apparent to 
those skilled in the art within the spirit and scope of the 
invention. 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the locking device of 

the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the present inven 

tion taken along line 2--2 of FIG. 1 showing the device 
in the unactuated position. 
FIG. 3 is the cross-sectional view of FIG. 2 showing 

the device in the actuated position. 
FIG. 4 is an end view of the device showing the 

key-hole. 
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 5-—5 

of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 6-6 

of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 7 is a detail of the spring having the ball en 

closed therein. 
FIG. 8a is a perspective view of the male cam of the 

invention. 
FIG. 8b is a perspective view of the female cam of the 

invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Referring to the drawings, in FIG. 1 there is shown 
the check valve 10 having lock housing 12 and hydrau 
lic cylinder 14. The hydraulic cylinder 14 has brake 
?uid inlet 16 extending along the longitudinal axis of the 
valve 10 and brake ?uid outlet 18 that extends on an axis . 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis. 
As shown in the illustrative embodiment in FIG. 1, 

the device 10 can be actuated by key 20 which turns the 
lock 22. The round nut 24 and the adjusting nut 26 are 
used for mounting the device 10 through the dashboard 
of an automobile. 
As shown in FIG. 2, lock housing 12 includes an 

elongated bore 28 through which the lock 22 is dis 
posed. A lock sleeve 30 is positioned in the reduced end 
of the bore 28 in the space between the lock 22 and the 
threaded end 32 of the housing 12. As shown, the end 32 
is threaded on its outer surface to allow the adjusting 
nut 26 and round nut 24 to be threaded thereon. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the lock 22 has a keyway 34 for 

receiving the key 20 for actuating the device 10. As 
shown in FIGS. 2 and 5, a pair of set screws 36 are 
threaded through the housing 12 to further secure the 
lock 22 within the housing 12. 

Extending from the innermost end of the lock 22 is a 
threaded knob member 38 which engages a rotary cam 
means 40 located within the enlarged portion of the 
elongated bore 28. The rotary cam means 40 includes a 
male cam 42 that is in contact with a female cam 44. The 
male cam 42 is a wedge shaped cam wherein the base 46 
of the wedge has a bore 48 through which the knob 
member 38 extends. The tapered surfaces 50 and 52 of 
the male cam 42 also have a bore 54 that partially ex 
tends across the vertex line 56 of the wedge shaped cam 
42 as shown in FIGS. 3 and 8a. The bore 54 is axially 
aligned with and is of a larger diameter than the bore 48 
in order to receive a nut 49 that is threaded onto the 
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knob member 38 to secure the lock 22 to the male cam 
42 (FIG. 3). 
The female cam 44 has tapered surfaces 58 and 60 that 

meet at line 61 forming a V-shape that is complemen 
tary to the wedge shaped cam 42 (FIG. 8b). As shown 
in FIG. ‘6, a key 62 is provided in complementary 
grooves between the female cam 44 and the lock hous 
ing 12 to prevent the rotation of the female cam 44. As 
shown in FIG. 2, when the device is in the inoperative 
state, the tapered surfaces 50 and 52 of the male cam 42 
are in ?ush contact with the tapered surfaces 58 and 60 
of the female cam 44 and the lines 56 and 61 will be 
parallel and adjacent to each other (FIGS. 8a and 8b). 
When the lock has been rotated 90°, as shown in FIG. 3, 
the male cam 42 rotates 90° so that the line 56 is perpen 
dicular to the line 61 and the tapered surfaces 50 and 52 
are spaced from the tapered surfaces 58 and 60. In other 
words, the male cam 42 of FIG. 8a is rotated 90° rela 
tive to the female cam of FIG. 8b. Since the female cam 
44 is prevented from rotating because of the key 62, the 
rotation of the male cam 42 causes the female cam 44 to 
be thrust away from the male cam 42, as shown in FIG. 
3. 
On the end of the female cam 44 opposite the tapered 

surfaces 58 and 60 there is a central notch 64 which 
receives one end of a rod 66. The rod 66 extends from 
within the lock housing 12 into the hydraulic cylinder 
14. The hydraulic cylinder 14 is threaded into the lock 
housing 12 along threads 68 and is axially aligned with 
the lock housing 12 at the end opposite the lock 22. A 
washer 70 separates the cylinder 14 from the lock hous 
ing 12. Within the cylinder 14, is a seal 72 and a seal cup 
74 which butt against the washer 70. The seal 72 and 
seal cup 74 have respective apertures 76 and 78 cen 
trally located through which the rod 66 extends. The 
cup 74 can be made from neoprene and is designed to 
contain liquid and prevent leakage. 
A ?uid chamber 80 is located within the cylinder 14 

which is in ?uid communication with the inlet 16 and 
the outlet 18. A valve seat 82 is mounted within the ?uid 
chamber 80 covering the opening of the ?uid inlet 16 
facing the ?uid chamber 80. A spring 84 is disposed 
within the ?uid chamber 80 and is biased so as to be 
about the seat 82 and press against the adjacent inner 
end 85 of the cylinder 14 at one end, and a spring cup or 
piston 86 at the opposite end. A valve element or a steel 
ball 88 is snapped and held within the spring 84. 
As shown in FIG. 7, spring 84 is uniquely coiled to 

tightly hold the ball 88 within the spring 84. Thecoils 
90 of the spring 84 generally are tapered inwardly so 
that coils 91 adjacent the center coil 93 have a smaller 
diameter than the coils 90 at the ends 92 and 94. The 
diameter of the coils adjacent the center 93 are smaller 
than the diameter of the ball 88 while the diameter of 
the coils at the ends 92 and 94 are larger than the ball 88. 
The coils are ?exible so that when the ball 88 is inserted 
within the spring 84, the central coils expand to the 
diameter of the ball 88 to tightly coil around the ball 88. 
As shown in FIG. 7, the center coil 93, however, has a 
larger diameter than the adjacent coils 91 to accommo 
date and receive the ball 88 therewithin. 

Prior to operation, the male cam 42 and the female 
cam 44 are aligned in complementary fashion as shown 
in FIG. 2. In this inoperative state, the spring 84 and the 
ball 88 are aligned as shown in FIG. 2 wherein the ball 
88 is spaced from the valve seat 82 permitting ?uid ?ow 
between the inlet 16 and the outlet 18 allowing the 
brakes to operate normally. In operation, the key 20 is 
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4 
turned 90° turning the lock 22 and the male cam 42 90°. 
As described earlier, the rotation of the male cam 42 
thrusts the female cam 44 towards the cylinder 14. This 
in turn, causes the rod 66 to be thrust forward which is 
in communication with the spring cup or piston 86. The 
movement of the rod 66 into the ?uid chamber 80 com 
presses the spring 84 against the end 85. This forces the 
ball 88 to seat ?ush against the valve seat 82 thereby 
restricting ?uid ?ow between the inlet 16 and the outlet 
18. If the brake pedal is depressed prior to actuating the 
check valve 10, thereby pressurizing the ?uid line, the 
actuation of the device 10 will immediately lock the 
brakes by preventing ?uid to return from the brakes to 
the master cylinder. If the brake pedal is not depressed 
when the device 10 is actuated, the brakes will lock as 
soon as the brake pedal is depressed. The depression of 
the brake pedal will force the ball 88 away from the 
valve seat 82 to allow ?uid to ?ow through the cylinder 
14 to pressurize the brakes. Thereafter, a release of the 
brakes and the return ?uid ?ow will force the ball 88 
against the valve seat 82, restricting the ?uid ?ow and 
locking the brakes. Once the brakes are locked, they 
may be unlocked only by inserting the key 20 into the 
lock 22 and rotating the cam mechanism 40 to the un 
locked position and thereafter depressing the brake 
pedal in order to release the ball from the valve seat. 
The depression of the brakes at this time will force the 
ball 88 to return to the original or unlocked position 
shown in FIG. 2. 
The invention in its broader aspects, therefore, is not 

limited to the illustrative embodiment and departures 
may be made therefrom within the scope of the accom 
panying claims without departing from the principles of 
the invention and without sacri?cing its chief advan 
tages. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A device for locking the brakes of a vehicle having 

a ?uid brake system adapted to be connected in the 
brake ?uid line between the master cylinder and at least 
one wheel brake cylinder, comprising: 

a hydraulic cylinder having a brake ?uid inlet and 
outlet and a ?uid chaxber connecting said inlet and 
outlet; 

a valve seat within said ?uid chamber in ?uid com 
munication with said inlet; 

a valve element within said ?uid chamber including a 
ball having a diameter greater than the diameter of 
the inlet to said ?uid chamber adapted to press 
against said valve seat to restrict the ?uid ?ow 
through said ?uid chamber; and 

means for pressing said ball against said valve seat 
including a compressible coil spring for holding 
said ball therein, wherein compression of said 
spring causes said ball to Press against said valve 
seat thereby restricting the ?uid ?ow through the 
inlet of said hydraulic cylinder, and wherein said 
coil spring includes ends having a diameter greater 
than the diameter of said ball and a central portion 
for holding said ball having a diameter less than the 
diameter of said ball, so that upon insertion of said 
ball, said central portion will expand to tightly coil 
around and ?rmly hold said ball therewithin. 

2. The device of claim 1 wherein said ball consists 
essentially of steel. 

3. A device for locking the brakes of a vehicle having 
a ?uid brake system adapted to be connected in the 
brake ?uid line between the master cylinder and at least 
one wheel brake cylinder, comprising: 
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a hydraulic cylinder having a brake ?uid inlet and 
outlet and a ?uid chamber connecting said inlet and 
outlet; 

a valve seat within said ?uid chamber in ?uid com 
munication with said inlet; 

a spring disposed within said ?uid chamber and being 
coiled so as to hold a valve element therein; 

means for compressing said spring, including comple 
mentary wedge shaped male and female cams 
wherein rotation of said male cam thrusts said fe 
male cam toward said spring, and a piston means 
connected between said female cam and said spring 
for compressing said spring as said female is thrust 
toward said spring whereupon said spring causes 
said valve element to press against said valve seat 
and restrict the ?uid communication between said 
inlet and said outlet; and 

means for actuating said spring compressing means 
including a key operated lock mechanism con 
nected to said male cam wherein rotation of said 
lock causes said male cam to rotate. 

4. A device for locking the brakes of a vehicle having 
a ?uid brake system adapted to be connected in the 
brake ?uid line between the master cylinder and at least 
one wheel brake cylinder, comprising: 

a housing having a bore therein; 
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a hydraulic cylinder axially aligned and connected to 

said housing and having a brake ?uid inlet and 
outlet and a ?uid chamber connecting said inlet and 
outlet; 

a valve seat within said ?uid chamber in ?uid com 
munication with said inlet; 

a spring disposed within said ?uid chamber and being 
coiled so as to hold a valve element therein; 

a rotary cam means within said elongated bore for 
compressing said spring including a wedge shaped 
male cam having tapered surfaces in communica 
tion with the oppositely tapered surfaces of a V 
shaped female cam axially aligned with said male 
cam, wherein rotation of said male cam thrusts said 
female cam toward said spring, and a piston means 
connected between said female cam and said spring 
for compressing said spring; and 

means in said elongated bore for actuating said rotary 
cam means thereby compressing said spring which 
causes said valve element to press against said 
valve seat thereby restricting the ?uid communica 
tion between said inlet and said outlet. 

5. The device of claim 4, wherein the actuating means 
includes a key operated lock mechanism within said 
elongated bore being connected to said male cam 
whereby rotation of said lock causes said male cam to 
rotate. 
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