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[57] ABSTRACT 
A test composition, device, and method for their use in 
a homogeneous speci?c binding assay which employs a 
substance having reactant activity, i.e., a reactant, as a 
labeling substance in the detection of a ligand in a liquid 
medium. The test composition and device comprise a 
conjugate formed of a speci?c binding substance cou 
pled to the reactant. The reactant advantageously is an 
enzymatic reactant such as an enzyme substrate or co 
enzyme. The activity of the conjugated reactant as a 
constituent of a predetermined reaction is affected by 
reaction between the speci?c binding substance in the 
conjugate and a speci?c binding counterpart thereto. 
The presence of a ligand in a liquid medium may be 
determined using competitive or displacement binding 
or sequential saturation techniques wherein the speci?c 
binding substance in the conjugate is the ligand or a 
speci?c binding analog thereof, or using a direct bind 
ing technique wherein the speci?c binding substance is 
a speci?c binding partner of the ligand. The effect of the 
speci?c binding reaction on the activity of the conju 
gated reactant is related to the presence or amount of 
the ligand in the liquid medium tested. 

42 Claims, 12 Drawing Figures 
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HOMOGENEOUS SPECIFIC BINDING ASSAY 
METHOD 

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 667,996, 
?led Mar. 18, 1976, now abandoned, which was a con 
tinuation-in-part of application Ser. No. 572,008, ?led 
Apr. 28, 1975, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to compositions, devices, and 

methods for determining the presence of a ligand in a 
liquid medium based on the af?nity of the ligand for a 
speci?c binding partner thereof. In particular, this in 
vention relates to compositions, devices, and methods 
for use in speci?c binding assays which do not require a 
separation step and which do not employ radioactive 
materials or modi?ed enzymes as the labeling substance. 
The desirability of a convenient, reliable, and non 

hazardous means for detecting the presence of low 
concentrations of substances in liquids is self-evident. 
This is particularly true in the ?eld of clinical chemistry 
where constituents of body ?uids which may appear in 
concentrations as low as 10-11 molar are known to be 
of pathological signi?cance. The difficulty of detecting 
such low concentrations is compounded in the ?eld of 
clinical chemistry where sample size is usually quite 
limited. 

Classically, substances have been detected in liquids 
based on a reaction scheme wherein the substance to be 
detected is a necessary reactant. The presence of un 
known is indicated by the appearance of a reaction 
product or the disappearance of a known reactant. In 
certain instances, such an assay method may be quanti 
tative, based on a measurement of either the rate of 
appearance of product or disappearance of reactant or 
measurement of the aggregate amount of product pro 
duced or reactant consumed in attaining equilibrium. 
Each assay reaction system is necessarily either limited 
to use in the detection of only a small group of sub 
stances or is non-speci?c. 
The search for assay systems which are highly spe 

ci?c yet adaptable to the detection of a wide range of 
substances has evolved the radioimmunoassay. In this 
system a known amount of a radiolabeled form of the 
substance to be detected is allowed to compete with the 
unknown for a limited quantity of antibody speci?c for 
the unknown. The amount of the labeled form that 
becomes bound to antibody varies inversely with the 
level of unknown present. Inherent in the radioimmuno 
assay technique is the need to separate the labeled form 
of substance to be detected which becomes bound to 
antibody from that which does not become so bound. 
While various ways of accomplishing the required sepa 
ration have been developed, as exempli?ed in U.S. Pat. 
Nos. 3,505,019; 3,555,143; 3,646,346; 3,720,760; and 
3,793,445, all require at least one separate manipulative 
step, such as ?ltering, centrifuging, or washing, to in 
sure ef?cient separation of the bound-labeled form from 
the unbound-labeled form. The elimination of the sepa 
ration step would greatly simplify the assay and render 
it more useful to the clinical laboratory. 
The use of radioactive materials in immunoassays has 

been eliminated to some degree by the use of enzyme 
tagged materials in place of radiolabels. As exempli?ed 
by U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,654,090 and 3,791,932, the manipula 
tive steps necessary for carrying out the enzyme-tagged 
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2 
immunoassays are for the most part the same as those 
required in radioimmunoassays and include the cumber 
some separation step. An additional disadvantage of 
using enzyme-tagged materials is that each enzyme used 
as a tag must be individually chemically modi?ed for 
use in the formation of the tagged conjugate. The use of 
other tagging materials has been suggested, such as the 
use of coenzymes or viruses, Nature 219: 186 (1968) and 
the use of ?uorescent-labels, French Pat. No. 2,217,350, 
corresponding to U.S. Pat. No. 3,880,934. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
While the radiolabeled and enzyme-tagged immuno 

assays may undergo future improvement in terms of 
expansion of the range‘of substances detectable thereby 
or of simpli?cation of the procedure, by their nature 
they will always require some type of separation step. 
Recently, a different approach was disclosed which 
does not require a separation step and therefore has 
been referred to as a homogeneous system, in contrast 
to a heterogeneous system in which separation is essen 
tial. U.S. Pat. No. 3,817,837 discloses a competitive 
binding assay method involving the steps of combining 
the liquid to be assayed with a soluble complex consist 
ing of an enzyme as a labeling substance covalently 
bound to the ligand to be detected and with a soluble 
receptor, usually an antibody, for the ligand; and ana 
lyzing for the effect of the liquid to be assayed on the 
enzymatic activity of the enzyme in the complex. 
While this method has the advantage of not requiring 

a separation step because reaction between the enzyme 
bound-ligand complex and the receptor results in inhibi 
tion of the enzymatic activity of the enzyme in the 
complex, the method nonetheless is severely restricted 
in its ability to be adapted to widely varied assay re 
quirements. For instance, it is clearly essential that in 
the fabrication of the enzyme-bound-ligand complex, 
the substance or ligand to be detected must be coupled 
to the enzyme in a carefully controlled manner so that 
the coupling site is close to the enzymatically active site 
on the enzyme. This is required in order that upon reac 
tion between the complexed ligand and the receptor, 
the enzymatically active site is blocked. Enzymes vary 
greatly in their size, ranging in molecular weight from 
about 10,000 to 1,000,000. Thus, for a receptor in the 
form of an antibody having a molecular weight of be 
tween 150,000 and 300,000 to be capable of physically 
blocking the active site on an average enzyme of 
500,000 molecular weight or greater, the coupling site 
must be precisely controlled. Due to the complex chem 
ical structure of enzymes, precise control of such chem 
ical linkage is indeed difficult, and one would expect 
that even upon screening a wide variety of enzymes 
only a small number would be found to be of use in this 
homogeneous assay system. 
Moreover, it is critical for the purpose of obtaining 

quantitative test results to precisely control the ratio of 
the number of enzymes to the number of ligands in each 
enzyme-bound-ligand complex. Here also, the complex 
peptide structure of enzymes makes such control diffi 
cult. It would again be expected that only a small num 
ber of enzymes would have suitable molecular structure 
to ensure necessary control of the ligand/enzyme ratio. 
The prior art homogeneous assay method is stated to 

involve an enzyme ampli?cation and thus to be highly 
sensitive. However, since the labeling substance, 
namely the enzyme, is itself the limiting factor deter 
mining the sensitivity of the prior art assay method, the 
versatility of vthe method is severely restricted. The 
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sensitivity is clearly limited to the catalytic activity of 
the particular enzyme in the enzyme-bound-ligand con 
jugate. The versatility of the prior art method is there 
fore restricted not only by the coupling requirements 
for formation of a useful conjugate but also by the de 
pendence of the sensitivity of the assay that employs 
such conjugate on the activity of the particular conju 
gated enzyme. 
An additional disadvantage of the prior art homoge 

neous assay method arises in its application to the test 
ing of biological fluids such as urine and serum. It is to 
be expected that signi?cant amounts of the enzyme 
species comprised in the enzyme-bound-ligand conju 
gate may appear in the ?uid sample to' be tested thereby 
creating an uncontrollable background activity which 
would severely affect the accuracy of the assay method. 
Therefore, in order to form an assay system that is use 
able in testing biological ?uids of humans or animals, 
exotic enzymes not endogenous to such ?uids must be 
selected for use in forming the enzyme-bound-ligand 
conjugate with the result that the versatility of the assay 
method is even further restricted. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a novel test composition, device, and method 
for detecting a ligand in a liquid which do not require a 
separation step and which do not employ inconvenient 
radioactive materials or modi?ed enzymes as the label 
ing substance. 

Further, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a homogeneous speci?c binding assay method 
and system which are more versatile and convenient 
than those of the prior art. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a homogeneous speci?c binding assay method and sys 
tem which employ a labeling substance which is capable 
of being coupled to the ligand or to a speci?c binding 
partner thereof more conveniently than can the enzyme 
of the prior art method. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a homogeneous speci?c binding assay method and sys 
tem which employ a conjugate comprising a labeling 
substance whose activity is more readily affected by a 
speci?c binding reaction than is the enzyme of the prior 
art method. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide 
a homogeneous speci?c binding assay method and sys 
tem which employ a conjugate comprising a labeling 
substance any change in the activity of which is more 
conveniently detectable using a wide variety of sensi 
tive reaction systems than is any change in the activity 
of the enzyme in the prior art method. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a homogeneous speci?c assay method and system 
which are more readily applicable to the testing of bio 
logical ?uids than those of the prior art. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a highly convenient, 
versatile, and sensitive homogeneous speci?c binding 
assay method and system based on the use of, as labeling 
substance, a substance which exhibits given reactant 
activity as a constituent of a predetermined reaction, 
such substance being referred to herein as the reactant. 
The method is based, in part, on the fact that the reac 
tion between a ligand and a speci?c binding partner 
thereof to one of which the reactant is coupled alters 
the activity of the reactant in the predetermined reac 
tion, which reaction thus serves as means for monitor 
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4 
ing the speci?c binding reaction. In view of this basic 
phenomenon, various manipulative schemes involving 
various test compositions and devices may be employed 
in performing the method of the present invention. The 
preferred fundamental manipulative schemes are the 
direct binding technique and the competitive binding 
technique. 

In the direct binding technique, a liquid medium sus 
pected of containing the ligand to be detected is con 
tacted with a conjugate comprising the reactant cou 
pled to a speci?c binding partner of the ligand, and 
thereafter any change in the activity of the reactant is 
assessed. In the competitive binding technique, the liq 
uid medium is contacted with a speci?c binding partner 
of the ligand and with a conjugate comprising the reac 
tant coupled to one or both of the ligand or a speci?c 
binding analog thereof, and thereafter any change in the 
activity of the reactant is assessed. In both techniques, 
the activity of the reactant is determined by contacting 
the liquid medium with at least one reagent which 
forms, with the reactant, the predetermined monitoring 
reaction. Qualitative determination of the ligand in the 
liquid medium involves comparing a characteristic, 
usually the rate, of the resulting reaction to that of the 
monitoring reaction in a liquid medium devoid of the 
ligand, any difference therebetween being an indication 
of a change in activity of the reactant. Quantitative 
determination of the ligand in the liquid medium in 
volves comparing a characteristic of the resulting reac 
tion to vthat of the monitoring reaction in liquid media 
containing known amounts of the ligand. 
The monitoring reaction preferably is enzyme-cat 

alyzed. Usually, a monitoring reaction is selected which 
is highly sensitive to the reactant in the conjugate. Lu 
minescent or ?uorescent reaction systems are very use 
ful in this regard. Particularly preferred are cyclic reac 
tion systems, especially those in which the reactant is 
the cycled material. Of the preferred cyclic reaction 
systems, those which are enzyme-catalyzed are particu 
larly advantageous. The reactant in the conjugate is 
usually an enzymatic reactant, such as an enzyme sub 
strate or, as is particularly preferred, a eoenzyme, and 
preferably has a molecular weight of less than 9000. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a graphical representation of the effect of 
various levels of a ligand on the aggregate reaction rate 
in a direct binding-cycling assay technique. 
FIGS. 2 and 3, respectively, are graphical representa 

tions of the effect of various levels of two different 
ligands on the aggregate reaction rate in a competitive 
binding-cycling assay technique. 
FIGS. 4 and 5, respectively, are graphical representa 

tions of the effect of various levels of two different 
ligands on the peak light intensity produced in a com 
petitive binding-bioluminescence assay technique. 
FIG. 6 is a graphical representation of the effect of 

various levels of a ligand on the net rates of two differ» 
ent reactions, one enzyme-=catalyzed and the other not, 
in a direct binding-?uorescent assay technique. 
FIGS. 7 and 8, respectively, are graphical representa= 

tions of the effect of various levels of a ligand on reac 
tion rates in two different competitive binding assay 
techniques, one involving a ?uorescent monitoring re 
action and the other involving a spectrophotometric 
monitoring reaction. 
FIGS. 9 and 10, respectively, are graphical represen 

tations of the effect of various levels of two different 
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ligands on the relative intensity of luminescence pro 
duced in direct and competitive binding-bioluminescent 
assay techniques. 
FIGS. 11 and 12, respectively, are graphical repre 

sentations of the effect of various levels of a ligand on 
the peak light intensity produced in two different com 
petitive binding-chemiluminescent assay techniques. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

In the context of this disclosure, the following terms 
shall be de?ned as follows: ligand is the substance, or 
group of substances, whose presence or the amount 
thereof in a liquid medium is to be determined; speci?c 
binding partner of the ligand is any substance, or group 
of substances, which has a speci?c binding affinity for 
the ligand to the exclusion of other substances; and 
speci?c binding analog of the ligand is any substance, or 
group of substances, which behaves essentially the same 
as the ligand with respect to the binding af?nity of the 
speci?c binding partner for the ligand. 

In general, the components of the speci?c binding 
reaction, i.e., the liquid medium suspected of containing 
the ligand, the conjugate, and/or a speci?c binding 
partner of the ligand, may be combined in any amount, 
manner, and sequence, provided that the activity of the 
reactant in the conjugate is measurably altered when 
the liquid medium contains the ligand in an amount or 
concentration of signi?cance to the purpose of the as 
say. Preferably, all of the components of the speci?c 
binding reaction are soluble in the liquid medium, thus 
providing a homogeneous assay system. However, a 
heterogenous assay system wherein the conjugate or a 
speci?c binding partner of the ligand is insoluble may be 
employed if desired. 
Where a direct binding technique is used, the compo 

nents of the speci?c binding reaction are the liquid 
medium suspected of containing the ligand and a quan~ 
tity of a conjugate comprising the reactant coupled to a 
speci?c binding partner of the ligand. The activity of 
the conjugated reactant on contact with the liquid me 
dium varies inversely with the extent of binding be 
tween the ligand in the liquid medium and the speci?c 
binding partner in the conjugate. Thus, as the amount of 
ligand in the liquid medium increases, the activity of the 
conjugated reactant decreases. To obtain quantitative 
results, the amount of the speci?c binding partner con 
tacted with the liquid medium is usually in excess of that 
capable of binding with all of the ligand thought to be 
present in the liquid medium during the time that the 
conjugate and the liquid medium are in contact prior to 
completion of the assessment of any charge in activity 
of the conjugated reactant. In practice, an amount of the 
speci?c binding partner is chosen according to the 
above-mentioned criterion based on an estimation of the 
largest amount of the ligand which is likely to be pres 
ent in the liquid medium. A direct binding technique is 
particularly useful in detecting high molecular weight 
ligands which have speci?c binding partners that are 
smaller than themselves. 
Where a competitive binding technique is used, the 

components of the speci?c binding reaction are the 
liquid medium suspected of containing the ligand, a 
quantity of a conjugate comprising the reactant coupled 
to the ligand or a speci?c binding analog of the ligand, 
and a quantity of a speci?c binding partner of the li 
gand. The speci?c binding partner is contacted substan 
tially simultaneously with both the conjugate and the 
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6 
liquid medium. Since any ligand in the liquid medium 
competes with the ligand or speci?c binding analog 
thereof in the conjugate for binding with the speci?c 
binding partner, the activity of the conjugated reactant 
on contact with the liquid medium varies directly with 
the extent of binding between the ligand in the liquid 
medium and the speci?c binding partner. Thus, as the 
amount of the ligand in the liquid medium increases, the 
activity of the conjugated reactant increases. To obtain 
quantitative results, the amount of the speci?c binding 
partner contacted with the conjugate and the liquid 
medium is usually less than that capable of binding with 
all of the ligand thought to be present in the liquid 
medium and all of the ligand or ligand analog in conju 
gated form in the time that the speci?c binding partner, 
the conjugate, and the liquid medium are in contact 
prior to completion of the assessment of any change in 
activity of the conjugated reactant. In practice, an 
amount of the speci?c binding partner is chosen accord 
ing to the above-mentioned criterion based on an esti 
mation of the largest amount of the ligand which is 
likely to be present in the liquid medium. Usually, the 
amount of the ligand or ligand analog in conjugated 
form which is contacted with the liquid medium does 
not exceed the smallest amount of the ligand to be tested 
for in the liquid medium. A competitive binding tech 
nique is particularly useful in detecting ligands which 
have speci?c binding partners that are larger than them 
selves. 
A variation of the competitive binding technique is 

the displacement binding technique wherein the conju 
gate is contacted ?rst with the speci?c binding partner 
of the ligand and thereafter with the liquid medium. 
Competition for the speci?c binding partner then oc 
curs. In such a method, the amount of the conjugate 
contacted with the speci?c binding partner is usually 
that which comprises the ligand or analog thereof in 
excess of that capable of binding with the amount of the 
speci?c binding partner present during the time that the 
conjugate and the speci?c binding partner are in 
contact prior to contact with the liquid medium sus 
pected of containing the ligand. This order of contact 
may be accomplished in either of two convenient ways. 
In one method, the conjugate is contacted with the 
speci?c binding partner in a liquid environment prior to 
contact with the liquid medium suspected of containing 
the ligand. In the second method, the liquid medium 
suspected of containing the ligand is contacted with a 
complex comprising the conjugate and the speci?c 
binding partner, the speci?c binding substance in the 
conjugate and the speci?c binding partner being revers 
ibly bound to each other. The amount of the conjugate 
that becomes bound to the speci?c binding partner in 
the ?rst method, as well as the amount thereof which is 
in complexed form in the second method, is usually in 
excess of that capable of being displaced by all of the 
ligand in the liquid medium in the time that the speci?c 
binding partner, or complex, and the medium are in 
contact prior to the completion of the assessment of any 
change in the activity of the conjugated reactant. 
Another variation of the competitive binding tech 

nique is the sequential saturation technique wherein the 
components of the speci?c binding reaction are the 
same as those used in the competitive binding tech 
nique, but the order of addition or combination of the 
components and the relative amounts thereof used are 
different. Following a sequential saturation technique, 
the speci?c binding partner of the ligand is contacted 
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with the liquid medium suspected of containing the 
ligand for a period of time prior to the contact of said 
liquid medium with the conjugate. The amount of the 
speci?c binding partner contacted with the liquid me 
dium is usually in excess of that capable of binding with 
all of the ligand thought to be present in the liquid 
medium in the time that the speci?c binding partner and 
the liquid medium are in contact prior to the time that 
the liquid medium is contacted with the conjugate. 
Further, the amount of the ligand or ligand analog in 
conjugated form is usually in excess of that capable of 
binding with the remaining unbound amount of the 
speci?c binding partner during the time that the liquid 
medium and the conjugate are in contact prior to the 
completion of the assessment of any change in activity 
of the conjugated reactant. In practice, the amounts of 
the speci?c binding partner and of the ligand or ligand 
analog in conjugated form are chosen according to the 
above-mentioned criterion by estimating the largest 
amount of the ligand likely to be present in the liquid 
medium. 

It is contemplated that manipulative schemes involv 
ing other orders of addition and other relative amounts 
of the speci?c binding reaction components may be 
devised for carrying out a homogeneous speci?c bind 
ing assay without departing from the inventive concept 
embodied herein. 
The step of assessing any change in activity of the 

conjugated reactant as a constituent of the predeter 
mined monitoring reaction is conveniently accom 
plished by contacting the speci?c binding reaction mix 
ture with at least one substance which forms with the 
conjugated reactant, the monitoring reaction, and deter 
mining the effect of the specific binding reaction on a 
characteristic of such reaction. The monitoring reaction 
may comprise a single chemical transformation or a 
plurality or series of chemical transformations. Unless 
otherwise speci?ed, the term “reaction system” as used 
herein refers to the whole or a portion of the predeter 
mined monitoring reaction. 
Where an enzyme-catalyzed reaction system is used, 

it includes, in addition to the conjugated reactant, at 
least one enzyme and may include one or more enzy» 
matic reactants such as substrates and coenzymes. Such 
enzyme-catalyzed reaction system may comprise a sin 
gle simple enzymatic reaction or a complex series of 
enzymatic and non-enzymatic reactions. For instance, 
the enzyme-catalyzed reaction system may consist of a 
single enzyme-catalyzed degradation or dissociation 
reaction. In such a system, the conjugated reactant is 
the enzyme substrate which undergoes degradation or 
dissociation, and the only component of the reaction 
system necessary to be contacted with the speci?c bind 
ing reaction mixture is an enzyme which catalyzes the 
degradation or dissociation reaction. A more complex 
enzyme-catalyzed reaction system may consist of a 
single enzymatic reaction involving two or more reac 
tants or may consist of a series of reactions involving 
several reactants, at least one of which reactions is en= 
zyme-catalyzed. In such a system, the conjugated reac=~ 
tant would be one of the enzymatic reactants in the 
enzyme-catalyzed reaction and the speci?c binding 
reaction mixture would be contacted with the appropri 
ate enzyme and reactant constituents, other than that in 
the conjugate, which are necessary to provide the se 
lected enzyme-catalyzed reaction system. 

It is further contemplated that the enzyme-catalyzed 
reaction system may comprise a biochemical system as 

25 

35 

55 

60 

65 

8 
complex as the metabolic system of a biological cell 
such as a microorganism. For example, a nutrient sub— 
stance essential to the growth of a particular microor 
ganism may be selected as the reactant in the conjugate. 
Any change in the activity of the reactant would cause 
a change in a growth characteristic of the microorgan 
ism when such microorganism would be placed in an 
environment wherein the only source of the reactant 
nutrient substance is the conjugate. Thus, for example, a 
change in the rate of microorganism growth when con 
tacted with the speci?c binding reaction mixture would 
indicate the presence of the ligand therein. 
The appropriate reaction constituents which form, 

together with the reactant in the conjugate, the moni 
toring reaction may be contacted with the speci?c bind 
ing reaction mixture singularly or in any combination 
either prior to, simultaneous with, or subsequent to 
initiation of the speci?c binding reaction. After initia 
tion of ‘the speci?c binding reaction, the reaction mix 
ture, which may include any or all of the necessary 
components for the monitoring reaction is usually incu 
bated for a predetermined period of time before asses 
sing any change in the activity of the reactant in the 
conjugate. After the incubation period, any components 
which are necessary for the monitoring reaction and 
which are not already present in suf?cient quantities in 
the reaction mixture are added thereto, and any effect 
on the monitoring reaction is assessed as an indication of 
the presence or amount of the ligand in the liquid me 
dium. 

In the situation where the ligand is absent from the 
liquid medium, or is present in an insigni?cantly small 
amount, the predetermined monitoring reaction exhibits 
a relatively constant character. When the ligand is pres 
ent in the liquid medium, at least one characteristic or 
property of the monitoring reaction is altered. Gener 
ally, the activity of the conjugated reactant is de?ned as 
the extent or rate at which the reactant is capable of 
participating in the monitoring reaction. Thus, the char 
acter of the monitoring reaction is altered by the pres 
ence of the ligand in the liquid medium, usually with 
respect to either the aggregate reaction rate thereof or 
the equilibrium quantity of one or more reaction prod 
ucts produced thereby. In the usual case, the ability of 
the conjugated reactant to participate in the monitoring 
reaction is decreased upon reaction between the speci?c 
binding substance to which it is conjugated and a spe 
ci?c binding counterpart of such speci?c binding sub— 
stance, that is, the conjugate in its free state is more 
active in the monitoring reaction than in its bound state. 
The relative amounts of free and bound conjugate pres 
ent after the incubation of the speci?c binding reaction 
are a function of the amount of ligand in the liquid 
medium and are determinative of the effect on the moni 
toring reaction. 
When the change in the aggregate reaction rate of the 

monitoring reaction is the characteristic used to deter 
mine the presence of the ligand, as is preferred, such 
rate is usually determined by measuring the rate of 
disappearance of a reactant or the rate of appearance of 
a reaction product. Such measurement can be accom 
plished by a wide variety of methods including the 
conventional chromatographic, gravimetric, potentio~ 
metric, spectrophotometric, fluorometric, turbidimet 
ric, and volumetric analysis techniques. Since the pres 
ent method is primarily designed for the detection of 
low concentrations of ligands, highly sensitive reaction 
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systems have been developed for use in conjunction 
with the novel speci?c binding reaction system. 
One preferred form of the monitoring reaction in 

cludes a luminescent reaction system, preferably en 
zyme-catalyzed, such as a reaction exhibiting the phe 
nomenon of bioluminescence or chemiluminescence. 
The reactant in the conjugate may be a reactant in ei 
ther the light-producing reaction or a reaction which is 
preliminary to an enzymatic or non-enzymatic lumines 
cent reaction. Any change in the activity of the conju 
gated reactant resulting from the speci?c binding reac 
tion causes a change in the rate of light production or in 
the total amount, peak intensity, or character of the 
light produced. Examples of luminescent reaction sys 
tems are given in Table A in which the following abbre 
viations are used: 
ATP: adenosine triphosphate 
AMP: adenosine monophosphate 
NAD: nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide 
NADH: reduced nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide 
FMN: ?avin mononucleotide 
FMNHZ: reduced ?avin mononucleotide 
hv: electromagnetic radiation, usually in the infrared, 

visible, or ultraviolet region 

5 
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Kries, P. Purification and Properties of Renilla Lucifer 

ase, doctoral thesis University of Georgia (1967). 
Am. J. Physiol. 41: 454 (1916). 
Biol. Bull. 51: 89 (1926). 
J. Biol. Chem. 243: 4714 (1968). 
Another type of preferred, sensitive, monitoring re 

action involves the phenomenon of fluorescence and is 
enzyme-catalyzed. In such a reaction system the reac 
tant in the conjugate is a substrate in an enzymatic reac 
tion which produces a product which has ?uorescent 
properties that differ from those of the conjugated sub 
strate. Any change in the activity of the conjugated 
enzymatic reactant resulting from the speci?c binding 
reaction causes a change in the ?uorescent properties of 
the reaction mixture. A general reaction scheme for 
such an enzyme-catalyzed reaction system is as follows: 

enzymatic 
reactant —X—Zgm)9product 
(substrate) 

wherein X is an enzyme-cleavable bond or linking 
group, such as an ester or amido group, and Z is a spe 

TABLE A 
Luminescent Reaction System Conjugated Reactant 

A. - ATP or reduced luciferin 
ATP + reduced luciferinlagieaage hv + AMP + oxidized luciferin 

B. ' ' FMNHZ or long-chain 
FMNH; + long-chain aldehyde + 02 aidehydg 
hv + FMN + long-chain acid + H2O ' 

c_ NADH or FMN 
(1) NADH + FMN + H9 NADH de“ m “'8” NAD + FMNHZ 

(2) FMNH; + long-chain aldehyde + o; hv + FMN + longechain acid + H2O ' 

D. sulfate 3'5'-adenosine diphosphate 

(l) 3',5‘-adenosine diphosphate + reduced luciferin sulfatewé or reduced luciferin 
adenosine-3'-phosphate-5'-phosphosulfate + reduced luciferin 

(2) reduced luciferin + O2=——>hv + oxidized luciferin 

E. - reduced luminol 
iediieed lumlnOl + nzozwhv + oxidized luminol + m0 

F. - reduced ro allol 
reduced pyrogallol + Hzozmmeéhv + oxidized pyrogallol + H2O W 8 

G. reduced luminol 
reduced luminol + ozwhv + oxidized luminol 

H. reduced ro allol 
reduced pyrogallol + ozwhv + oxidized pyrogallol py g 

I. - isoluminol 
isoluminol + imam->1“, + aminophthalate + N2 

isoluminol J. 
isoluminol + KOz—-9hv + aminophthalate + N2 

‘or catalase 

Further details and discussion concerning lumines 
cent reaction systems which may be used in the present 
method may be found in the following references: 

J. Biol. Chem. 236: 48 (1961). 
J. Amer. Chem. Soc. 89: 3944 (1967). 
cornier et al., Biolnminescence in Progress, ed. John 

son et al., Princeton University Press (New Jersey, 
1966) pp. 363-84. 

65 

ci?c binding substance which, depending upon the spe 
ci?c binding reaction technique used, is the ligand, a 
speci?c binding analog of the ligand, or a speci?c bind 
ing partner of the ligand. Speci?c conjugates which 
may be used in this type of reaction system are various 
enzymeecleavable derivatives of fluorescein, umbellifer 
one, 3-indole, B-naphthol, 3-pyridol, resorufm, rhoda 
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mine B, and so forth. Examples of possible structural 
formulas of such derivatives are as follows: 

Derivative Formula 

?uorescein R1 : 0 R2 

C 
\ 
0 

ll 
0 

umbelliferone 2 R 0 éo 

/ 

R3 

3-indole R2 

‘\ 

N 

B-naphthol R2 

3-pyridol 2 
\ R 

I 

N 

O : O : R2 
§ 

N 

wherein R1 is —OH or —X—Z (as de?ned above in this 
paragraph), R2 is —X—Z, and R3 is —H or —CH3. 

A. reaction system which is particularly preferably for 
use in monitoring the novel speci?c binding reaction of 
the present invention is a cyclic or cycling reaction 
system. Such a reaction system is one in which a prod 
uct of a ?rst reaction is a reactant in a second reaction, 
which second reaction has as one of its products a sub 
stance that is also a reactant in the ?rst reaction. 
The following diagram illustrates a model of a cyclic 

reaction system: 

products A cycled material 
(form 1) reactants B 

REACTION A REACTION B 

reactants A géc’lridzlinatenal products B 

In the above model cyclic reaction system, a small 
amount of cycled material, if provided with suf?cient 
amounts of reactants A and B, will generate large 
amounts of products A and B. Since the rate and 
amount of product produced by the reactions constitut 
ing the cyclic reaction system is highly sensitive to the 
amount of cycled material present, it is most preferred 
to use the cycled material as the reactant in the conju 
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gate of the present invention. Examples of cycling reac 
tion systems contemplated for use in conjuction with 
the novel speci?c binding reaction system of the present 
invention are given in Tables B, C, and D. 

TABLE B 

product A\ / NAD‘ reactant B 

e zy >\zy e 
reactant A K NADH" product B 

reactant A reactant B 
or or 

reaction product B enzyme product A 

1 lactaldehyde alcohol de- propanediol 
hydrogenase 

2 a-ketoglu- glutamic de- glutamate 
tarate + NH3 hydrogenase 

3 oxaloacetate malic dehy- malate 
drogenase 

4 acetaldehyde alcohol de- ethanol 
hydrogenase 

5 a-ketoglu- isocitric de- ‘ isocitrate 
tarate + CO; hydrogenase 

6 dihydroxyace- a-glycerol L-a-glycerol 
tone phosphate phosphate de- phosphate 

hydrogenase 
7 pyruvate lactic dehy- lactate 

drogenase 
8 1,3-diphos- glyceralde- glyceraldehyde 

phoglycerate hyde-S-phos- 3-phosphate + 
phate dehy- phosphate 
drogenase 

‘nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide 
"reduced NAD 

TABLE C 
product A NADP’ reactant B 

e ym nzyml/ 

\product 13 
reactant A NADPH” 

reactant A reactant B 
or or 

reaction product B enzyme product A 

1 6-phospho- glucose-6- glucose'6 
gluconate phosphate phosphate 

dehydrogenase 
2 oxidized glutathione reduced glu 

glutathione reductase tathione 
3 p-benzoqui quinone hydroqui 

none reductase none 

4 nitrate nitrate nitrite 
reductase 

5 a-ketoglu- glutamic glutamate 
tarate + NH3 dehydrogenase 

‘nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide phosphate 
"reduced NADP 

It should be noted that the cyclic reaction systems 
illustrated in Tables B and (comprise the combination of 
any one of the reactions listed in the respective tables 
with any other reaction listed therein, For example, 
reaction 1 in Table B may be paired with any one of 
reactions 2-8 to form a useful cyclic reaction system. 
Thus, Tables B and C represents respectively 56 and 20 
possible cyclic reaction system for use in the present 
invention. 

In addition to the cyclic reaction systems represented 
in Tables B and C, it is contemplated that one of the 
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reactions in the cyclic reaction system may involve the 
enzymatic or non-enzymatic conversion of a spectro 
photometric indicator, preferably colorimetric. In such 
a system, any change in the reaction or cycling rate 
would be re?ected in a change in the spectrophotomet 
ric properties of the indicator. Using the preferred col 
orirnetric indicators such change would be a color 
change. An example of a cyclic reaction system involv 
ing a conversion of an indicator is the system produced 
by combining one of the reactant B-product B reactions 
from Table B with a reaction comprising an oxidation 
reduction indicator and an electron transfer agent. As 
electron transfer agent, phenazinemethosulfate may be 
used. Useful indicators include the oxidized forms of 
nitrotetrazolium, thiazoyl blue, and dichlorophenolin- 15 
dophenol. 

TABLE D 

reduced 

cytochrome C w 
cytochrome C cytochrome C 
reductase reductase 

oxidized K FMNHZI’) QJQADP 
cytochrome C 

H202 \ / FADC ‘\ 
D-aminoacid D-aminoacid 
oxidase oxidase 

O2 / \FADI-lzd / \a-ketoacid 
a-ketoglutarate a-aminoacid \ /O2 

\ / L-aminoacid 
transanunase oxidase 

glutamate/ \a-ketoacid / \HZOZ 
phosphoenol 
pyruvate 

FMN” NADPH 

D-aminoacid 

phosphate ADP‘: 

adenosine pyruvate 
triphosphatase kinase 

\ATPI pyruvate 
a-ketoglu 
tarate + NAD 

succinate + 
GTPg coenzyme A 

a-ketoglutarate 
dehydrogenase 

succinic 
thiokinase 

+)\ succinyl 
coenzyme A 

NADH + 
CO2 

phosphate 
GDP" 

oxidized 

V glutathioney NADPH 
dehydroascorbate glutathione 

reductase reductase 

ascorbate 

reduced NADP 
glutathione 

dehydro 
ascorbate 
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14 
TABLE D-continued 

oxidized 
glutathione ascorbate O2 

dehydroascorbate ascorbate 
reductase oxidase 

reduced /\ dBhYdIO-AHZO 
glutathione ascorbate 

YGTP Y oxaloacetate 
nucleoside phosphoenol 
diphosphate pyruvate 
kinase kinase 

ATP AGDP Aphosphoenol 
pyruvate 

ADP 

oxidized 

HZOY cytochrome Cy NADPH 
cytochrome C cytochrome C 
peroxidase reductase 

H202 Areduced ANADP 
cytochrome C 

oxidized 

NADPHV'fei-ridoxin H2 
pyridine 
nucleotide 
reductase hydrogenase 

Areduced AH$ 
ferridoxin 

NADP 

‘?avin mononucleotide 
breduced FMN 
‘flavin adenine dinucleotide 
“reduced FAD 
'adenosine 
fadenosine triphosphnte 
ggunnosine triphosplute 
hgunnosine diphosphate 

In forming any of the cyclic reaction systems illus 
trated in Tables B, C, and D, where a component in the 
reaction system is in an ionic form, it may of course be 
added in a salt or acid form which is ionizable upon 
contacting the liquid medium. A water soluble salt or 
acid of such component is usually preferred. 

It is also contemplated than an exponential cyclic 
reaction system may be included in the monitoring 
reaction system. An example of an exponential cyclic 
reaction system is as follows: 

AMP + ATP m “in” 2 ADP 

ADP + PEP win? + PY?IVate 

Such a cyclic reaction is autocatalytic in the sense that 
during each cycle the amount of cycled material is 
doubled. The cycling rate therefore increases exponen 
tially with time and affords a high degree of sensitivity. 
Further details and discussion relating to such cyclic 
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reactions may be found in J. Biol. Chem. 247; 3558-70 
(1972). 
Where a cyclic reaction system is used as a means of 

assessing any change in activity of the conjugated reac 
tant, the rate of disappearance of a reactant or rate of 
appearance of a reaction product can be determined by 
conventional techniques or by using one or more addi 
tional cycling systems followed by a conventional de 
termination of the aggregate reaction rate. 
The use of a cyclic reaction system in conjunction 

with the speci?c binding reaction system provides a 
high degree of assay versatility as well as sensitivity. A 
single reactant-speci?c binding substance conjugate 
may be used with a multiplicity of reactions to form 
cyclic systems which have sensitivities varying over a 
wide range and which provide a wide variety of re 
sponses detectable by the senses or arti?cial means. 
Such versatility is lacking in the homogeneous enzy 
matic assay system of the prior art. 
While unnecessary in the preferred embodiment of 

the present invention, it may be desirable to employ a 
heterogenous assay technique even where the presence 
of the ligand in the liquid medium effects the activity of 
the conjugated reactant. Such a situation may present 
itself where a heterogeneous system offers particular 
convenience. Certain heterogeneous systems have the 
ability to increase the effective concentration of the 
ligand in the assay system, thus increasing sensitivity. 
An example of such a heterogeneous system is that 
which employs a column device containing an insoluble 
matrix comprising either the conjugate of the present 
invention or a speci?c binding partner of the ligand, 
depending on the particular manipulative format se 
lected. All other heterogeneous assay methods employ= 
ing radio-labeled or enzyme-tagged materials as a label 
ing substance may also be followed using the reactant of 
the present invention as the labeling substance. 
The present invention may be applied to the detection 

of any ligand for which there is a speci?c binding part 
ner. The ligand usually is a peptide, protein, carbohy 
drate, glycoprotein, steroid, or other organic molecule 
for which a speci?c binding partner exists in biological 
systems or can be synthesized. The ligand, in function 
terms, is usually selected from the group consisting of 
antigens and antibodies thereto; haptens and antibodies 
thereto; and hormones, vitamins, metabolites and phar 
macological agents, and their receptors and binding 
substances. Speci?c examples of ligands which may be 

- detected using the present invention are hormones such 
as insulin, chorionic gonadotropin, thyroxine, liothyro 
nine, and estriol, antigens and haptens such as ferritin, 
bradykinnin, prostaglandins, and tumor speci?c anti» 
gens; vitamins such as biotin, vitamin B12, folic acid, 
vitamin E, and ascorbic acid; metabolites such as 3’, 5’ 
adenosine monophosphate and 3', 5' guanosine mono 
phosphate; pharmacological agents such as dilantin, 
digoxin, morphine, digitoxin, and barbiturates; antibod 
ies such as microsomal antibody and antibodies to hepa‘= 
titis and allergens; and speci?c binding receptors such 
as thyroxine binding globulin, avidin, intrinsic factor, 
and transcobalamine. 

In general, it is preferred that the conjugate comprise 
the reactant coupled to the smaller of the ligand and its 
selected speci?c binding partner. It is preferred to use a 
direct binding technique to detect the ligand where the 
molecular weight of the selected speci?c binding part 
ner is about one-tenth that of the ligand or less. Thus, 
where the ligand to be detected is an antibody or a 
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speci?c binding receptor, it is preferred to follow a 
direct binding technique wherein the conjugate com 
prises an enzymatic reactant coupled to an antigen or 
hapten to the antibody or a lower molecular weight 
binding partner of the receptor. Where the molecular 
weight of the selected binding partner is ten or more 
times larger than that of the ligand to be detected, as 
when an antigen, hapten, hormone, vitamin, metabolite 
or pharmacological agent is to be detected, it is particu 
larly advantageous to employ a competitive binding or 
sequential saturation technique in which the conjugate 
comprises the reactant coupled to the smaller ligand. 

In the conjugate of the present invention, the reactant 
is coupled or bound to a speci?c binding substance, 
which is the ligand, a speci?c binding analog of the 
ligand, or a speci?c binding partner of the ligand de 
pending upon the assay scheme selected, such that a 
measurable amount of activity of the reactant is re 
tained. The bond between the reactant and the speci?c 
binding substance is usually substantially irreversible 
under the conditions of the assay such as where the 
monitoring reaction in which the reactant has activity is 
not designed to chemically destroy such bond as in the 
above-mentioned luminescent and cyclic reaction sys 
tems. However, in certain instances such bond is by 
design destroyed or otherwise affected by the selected 
monitoring reaction as a means for assessing the change 
in reactant activity. Such a case is the enzymatic fluo 
rescent substrate reaction systems referred to previ 
ously herein. 
The reactant may be directly coupled to the speci?c 

binding substance so that the molecular weight of the 
conjugate is less than or equal to the aggregate molecu 
lar weight of the reactant and the speci?c binding sub 
stance. Usually, however, the reactant and the speci?c 
binding substance are linked by a bridge group compris 
ing between 1 and 50, and preferably between 1 and 10, 
carbon atoms or heteroatoms such as nitrogen, oxygen, 
sulfur, phosphorus and so forth. Examples of a bridge 
group comprising a single atom would be a methylene 
group (one carbon atom) and an amino group (one 
heteroatom). The bridge group usually has a molecular 
weight not exceeding 1000 and preferably less than 200. 
The bridge group comprises a chain of carbon atoms or 
heteroatoms, or a combination of both, and is joined to 
the reactant and the speci?c binding substance, or ac 
tive derivative thereof, by a connecting group usually in 
the form of an ester, amido, ether, thioester, thioether, 
acetal, methylene, or amino group. 
The reactant in the conjugate of the present invention 

may be any substance which has given (i.e. ?xed or 
known) reactant activity as a constituent of a predeter 
mined monitoring reaction. More particularly, for the 
purposes of this disclosure, the terms “reactant” and 
“substance having reactant activity” refer to any chemi 
cal substance which is capable of undergoing a ?nite 
measurable chemical transformation which yields one 
or more products different from itself and which results 
upon interaction of said reactant with reaction-initiating 
means, such as a chemical substance (i.e. another reac 
tant, a catalyst, or other type of material which partici 
pates in such chemical transformation), electromagnetic 
radiation, thermal energy, or sonic energy. The class of 
substances de?ned herein as “reactants” therefore in 
cludes conventional inorganic and organic reagents and 
various biochemical materials, but excludes such mate 
rials as catalysts, including enzymes, and radioactive 
isotopes which are not reactants in the monitoring reac 
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tion. It will be recognized that while a particular chemi 
cal substance may be classi?ed in several different 
catagories because it is able to function in several ways 
depending on its chemical environment, it is the activity 
of such substance with respect to the selected monitor 
ing reaction referred to herein which shall govern 
which functional identity such substance shall have in 
the context of this disclosure. ‘ 

Preferably, the reactant is an enzymatic reactant such 
as an enzyme substrate, a coenzyme, or an active modi 
?cation or derivative thereof. An enzyme substrate is a 
compound or moeity capable of undergoing a chemical 
transformation that is catalyzed by an enzyme. Where a 
substrate is employed as the conjugated reactant, the 
preferred molecular weight thereof is less than 9000 and 
preferably less than 5000. Substrates of such size, be 
cause of their lack of molecular complexity, are most 
convenient for use in the fabrication of the conjugate. 
Moreover, the activity of such substrates when coupled 
to a speci?c binding substance is readily affected by 
reaction of the conjugate with a speci?c binding coun 
terpart of such speci?c binding substance. Examples of 
enzyme substrates which are contemplated for use in 
the present invention include the enzyme~cleavable 
?uorescent substrates referred to previously such as 
?uorescein and umbelliferone derivatives; pH indica 
tors; and spectrophotometric indicator dyesy particu 
larly chromogenic types. 
For the above reasons and for reasons of versatility 

and adaptability, coenzymes are especially preferred for 
use as the reactant in the conjugate. A coenzyme is a 
non-protein molecule which migrates from one enzyme 
protein to another in facilitating the ef?cient perfor 
mance of the catalytic function of the enzyme. All 
known coenzymes have a molecular weight of less than 
9000, the preferred coenzymes having a molecular 
weight of less than about 5000. Useful coenzymes in 
clude the nucleotide coenzymes, particlarly those com 
prising adenine groups, such as the adenosine phos 
phates (i.e. the mono-, di-, and tri-phosphate forms), 
nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide and its reduced 
forms, and nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide phos 
phate and its reduced forms. Other useful coenzymes 
include the guanosine phosphates, ?avin mononucleo 
tide and its reduced forms, ?avin adenine dinucleotide 
and its reduced forms, coenzyme A and its thioesters 
including succinyl-coenzyme A, 3', 5' adenosine diphos 
phate, and adenosine-3'-phosphate-5’-phosphosulfate. 

Useful coenzyme-active conjugates comprise nucleo 
tide coenzymes having an adenine group to which the 
speci?c binding substance, i.e., a ligand, a speci?c bind 
ing analog of a ligand, or a speci?c binding partner of a 
ligand, is coupled through a direct bond or a bridge 
group as referred to hereinbefore. Such coenzyme 
active conjugates which comprise an adenosine phos 
phate, nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide or its reduced 
form, or nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide phosphate 
or its reduced form, have the following general for 
mula: ' 

lU-CHZ O R3 

OH R2 
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NHZ R5 NH; 

N \ N ‘EN \ N 

wherein R3 is R5—< I /|, < I J, 
/ I’ 

T N T N 

5 NHR NR2 R5 
/ 

N \ N N \ Ne 

i | y f | J I z z 

I? N If N 

NH; NHZ 

(“f N (lqf N o. | . A Q 
If N R5 1? N6; 

{,5 

wherein R4 is —N —N ; 
$ \ / 

CONHZ CONHZ 

wherein R5 is —Y—Z; wherein Y is a bond or a bridge 
group; and wherein Z is a ligand, a speci?c binding 
analog of a ligand, or a speci?c binding partner of a 
ligand° The above formula represents the ionized forms 
of the coenzyme-active conjugate, however, the proto 
nized or acid forms are equally useful. The extent of 
protonization depends on the pH of the environment. 
Also, the salts of such conjugates may also be used 
where appropriate. 

Synthesis of such compounds may be accomplished 
in a variety of ways. It is contemplated that the synthe 
sis routes which are schematically illustrated below are 
advantageously followed in the preparation of the use 
ful compounds. In the illustrated syntheses, the posi 
tions on the adenine ring structure are referred to ac 
cording to the following: 
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-continued 
NHZ “CH2 

6\ N 0 
lg I 5 l 5 Rib’ refers to the phosphated H H 

7 4 9 ribose moiety, i.e., H H 
N 3 
I N 

OH P04 

Ph refers to a phosphate group; 
AP derivatives refers to derivatives of adenosine-5' 

phosphate, i.e., the mono-(AMP), di-(ADP), or 

Also, the following abbreviations are used; 

“CH2 tri-(ATP) phosphate form; 
0 NAD derivative refers to a derivative of either nico 

Rib refers to the 1-1 H tinamicle adenine dinucleotide or a reduced form 
ribose moiety, i.e., H H 15 thereof. 

) 

NADP derivative refers to a derivative of either 
OH OH . . . . . . nicotmamide adenine dmucleotide phosphate or a 

reduced form thereof; 
R refers to the speci?c binding substance or a modi? 

20 cation thereof; and 
X refers to a leaving group, usually a halogen. 

1- osition derivatives of AP 

NH; NH; 

N N @_ __ 
O N eth leneimine o N (CH2)2 NR2 RX 

J pH 6.0; 60 hrs. 9 J 9 
N N N N 
l l 

HO-Rib HO-Rib 
adenosine 

NH; 

N NG3=-=(CH2)2-NHR POCl3/HzO(1) 
<0 J (CH2CH_2—9O)3PO 

1? N 
HO'-Rib 

N <0 ., N$—=(CH;)2==-NHR 

N 
l 

H—(Ph)2-—Rib 
ADP derivative 

phosphoric acid/ 
NHZ carbonyl 

diimidazole 

.. . 2 

AMP derivative dmmdazole( ) 

H-(Phh-Rib 
ATP derivative 

1- osition derivative of NAD 

NH; NR2 
CONHZ N CONH; N - 

$_ _ 

O N ethyleneoxidec) ; 0 O N (CH2)2 OH RCOZH 
J pH 6.0; 60hrs. /| carbodiimide 9 

r N be I.“ ~ 
Rib-Ph-Ph-??b Rib—Ph—-—Ph=-Rib 

NAD 


















































