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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ANDREW J. DEVOLL, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Low 
ell, in the county of Middlesex and Common 

5 wealth of Massachusetts, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful Improvement in Adjust 
able Strainers, of which the following is a 
speci?cation. 
My invention relates to adjustable strain 

[0 ers; and it consists in the devices and combi 
nations hereinafter described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure l is 

an isometric View of a bowl-and a strainer 
constructed according to my improvement 

15 supported therein, the supports being in a 
position to stand vertically as legs; Fig. 2, a 
similar View of the parts shown in Fig. 1, ex 
cept that the supports are in a horizontal po 
sition and rest upon the rim of the bowl; Fig. 

20 3, an enlarged side elevation of a part of the 
rim of the strainer and an adjacent part of 
one of the supports in its vertical position; 
Fig. 4, a section on the line4c 4in Fig. 3; Fig. 
5, a section of a part of the rim and a side 

25 elevation of an adjacent part of one of the 
supports and means for holding the same in 
a vertical position, the support being ar 
ranged in a horizontal position. 

7 A represents a vessel, as a bowl or kettle, 
30 and B a strainer, as of wire-gauze I), having a 

sheet-metal rim 1)’, these parts being of the 
usual construction. . The strainer is provided 
with three supports 0, each of which is rep 
resented as a wire bent at o to form a long 

35 narrow U shape, the free ends of said wire 
being hinged to the rim Z)’ at c_’ by bending 
the wire at its free end at 02 over the top of 
the rim and through holes B2 in said rim and 
then upward over the rim in such a manner 

40 that the extreme end portions of the wire will 
strike against the inside of the rim when the 
supports are raised to a horizontal position 
and prevent a further upward movement of 
said supports. ‘Vhen the supports C are 

45 brought up into a horizontal position, the 
strainer propermay be placed in a larger vessel 
A, with the supports resting upon the rim of 
such vessel and supporting the strainer proper 
out of contact with such vessel A, as shown 

50 in Fig. 2. ‘ 
“There the supports are not long enough to 

support the strainer proper upon the rim of 
the vessel in which the same is used, said sup 
ports may be used as supporting-legs instead 
of supporting-arms by turning them down 55 
into a vertical position, as shown in Fig. 1, 
and in this position they are held by catches 
D, the same being represented as wires se 
cured at the middle, as by solder, to the rim 
1)’ and at the ends bentinto coils or spirals d, 60 
these coils or spirals in each catch being so 
near together that the corresponding support 
in being brought to a vertical position will 
crowd said spirals apart and will be com 
pressed laterally by said spirals until the 65 
nearest parts of the spirals of such catch are 
passed by said support, when the spirals and 
the sides of the supports will return to their 
normal position by their own elasticity, and 
said spirals will project over said supports 70 
and retain them in position. 

It will be understood that the strainer 
proper is used in the ordinary manner of a 
colander or strainer to separate from each 
other the ?uid and solid parts or the fine and 75 
coarse parts of semi-?uid or ?nely-divided 
matters. 
The adj ustability of the supports enables 

the strainers to be packed in a smaller space ‘ 
for transportation. 80 

I claim as my invention— 
1. A strainer provided with adjustable sup 

ports adapted to extend downward to serve 
as legs for said strainer, or at will to project 
laterally from said strainer to serve as sup- ‘85 
porting-arms therefor, as and for the purpose 
speci?ed. ' ‘ 

2. A strainer provided with hinged sup 
ports adapted to be turnedlaterally outward 
.to rest upon the rim of a bowl‘or other vessel, 90 
or at will to be turned downward to‘ serve as 
legs, as and for the purpose speci?ed. 

3. A strainer having hinged supports 
adapted to be turned laterally upward and 
outward to rest upon the rim of a bowl or 95 
other vessel, or at will to be turned downward 
to serve as legs, said supports being provided 
with stops to limit the upward movement 
thereof, as and for the purpose speci?ed. 

4. A strainer having hinged supports Ioo 
adapted to be turned laterally upward and 
outward to rest upon the rim of a bowl or 
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other vessel, or at will to be turned down 
ward to serve as legs, said supports being 
provided with stops to limit the upward move 
ment thereof, and said strainer having catches 
to retain said supports in ‘their lowest posi 
tion, as and for the purpose speci?ed. 

5. The combination of the rim provided 
with holes and supports, each consisting of a 
U-shaped Wire and each wire near each end 
thereof extending over the top of said rim 
through one of said holes and over said rim 
again and resting against the inside of said 
rim when said supports are in a horizontal 
position, as and for the purpose speci?ed. 

6. The combination of the rim, catches se 
cured thereon, and supports hinged to said 
rim above said catches and adapted to be en 
gaged by said catches and thereby to be held 
in a vertical position, as and for the purpose 
speci?ed. 

7. The combination of the rim, catches, each 
consisting of a Wire bent at its ends into coils 
and between its ends secured to said rim, 
and legs, each consisting of a U-shaped Wire 
hinged to said rim above the coils of one of 
said catches and adapted to crowd said coils 
apart and to be held by the elasticity of said 
catch in proximity to said rim, as and for the 
purpose speci?ed. 
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8. The combination of the rim, catches, each 
consisting of a wire bentat its ends into coils 
and between 'its ends secured to said rim, 
and legs, each consisting of a U-shaped wire 
hinged to said rim above the 'coils of one of 
said catches and adapted to be compressed 
laterally when crowded between said spirals 
and to expand between said coils and the 
portion of said catch connecting said coils, as 
and for the purpose speci?ed. 

9. The combination of the rim, catches, each 
consisting of a wire bent at its ends into coils 
and between its ends secured to said rim, 
and legs, each consisting of a U-shaped wire 
hinged to said rim above the coils of one of 
said catches and adapted to crowd said coils 
apart and to be compressed laterally when 
crowded between said spirals and to expand 
between said coils and the portion of said 
catch connecting said coils, as and for the pur 
pose speci?ed. 
In witness whereof I have signed this speci 

?cation, in the presence of two attesting wit 
nesses, this 3d day of February, A. D. 1890. 

ANDREW J. DEVOLL. 
Witnesses: 

ALBERT M. MOORE, 
MYRTIE O. .BEALS. 
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