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TWO ROW COAXIAL CABLE CONNECT OR 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. 
No. 480,594 ?led Mar. 30, 1983, now abandoned. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to electrical connectors used 
with coaxial cable. More particularly, it refers to a two 
row connector for shielded coaxial ribbon cable having 
a single signal and at least one drain wire in repeating 
sequence. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Recent improvements in the development of pro 
cesses for making coaxial cable such as set forth in US. 
Pat. No. 4,187,390 have created a need for connectors 
of advanced design to provide means of terminating 
these new coaxial cables. The coaxial cables are the 
type comprising an inner conductor, an insulating 
jacket of porous poly(tetra?uoroetl1ylene) tape, at least 
one drain wire adjacent the insulating jacket and an 
outer metallic shield. A dielectric covering, usually 
polyvinyl chloride (PVC), encloses the metallic shield. 

Electrical coaxial cable connectors known to the art 
such as set forth in US. Pat. Nos. 3,864,001, 3,963,319, 
3,954,321, 3,958,852, 4,035,050, 4,040,704, and 4,169,650 
will not easily and cheaply terminate cables such as 
described in the aforementioned US. Pat. No. 
4,187,390. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

I have now designed an improved double row coaxial 
cable connector providing a pluggable interface be 
tween a printed circuit board or other electrical connec 
tion and a coaxial ribbon cable. My design encompasses 
an inner housing having two rows of entrance openings 
such that one row accommodates the coaxial cable 
drain wires and the other row accommodates the signal 
wires. The wires are led through openings into a coni 
cal-shaped channel and through the smallest end of that 
channel to engage an electrical terminal located in an 
exit portion of the interior housing. The exit portion of 
the housing has two rows of terminals, one row accom 
modating the drain wires and the second row accom 
modating the signal wires. The drain and signal wires 
are terminated on a ?rst end of their respective termi 
nals. The second end of the terminal is available for 
engagement with other electrical devices such as pins. 
The interior housing is slidably engaged within an 

exterior housing. The exterior housing has latch open 
ings for receiving latch members on a strain relief de 
vice. The strain relief device grips the coaxial cable 
adjacent to the entrance opening to the interior housing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention may be best understood by 
those having ordinary skill in the art by reference to the 
following detailed description when considered in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective assembly of the 
connector. 

FIG. 2 is an elevational view in cross section of the 
interior housing. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the connector having 

all its parts joined together. 
FIG. 4 is an end view of the interior housing along 

line 4—-4 of FIG. 2. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring first to FIGS. 1 and 3, the connector 10 
comprises an inner housing 12, an exterior housing 14 
and a strain relief member 16. The coaxial cable 18 
comprises multiple repeating jackets 20 with drain 
wires 22 and signal wires 24 associated together. The 
signal wires 24 are enclosed within a poly(tetrafluoro 
ethylene) jacket 26 and the drain wires 22 are on each 
side of the jacket. The entrance end 28 of the interior 
housing 12 receives the signal wires through openings 
30 and the drain wires through openings 32. 

In FIG. 2, one can note a conical-shaped channel 34 
receiving the signal wire 24 from opening 30 and an-' 
other conical-shaped channel 36 receiving the drain 
wire 22 through opening 32. The wires pass through the 
smallest opening 38 of the conical-shaped channels 34 
or 36 and enter into an open slot 40 retaining an electri 
cal terminal 42. The signal wires 24 are soldered 44 to a 
?rst end 46 of terminal 42 and the drain wires are 
soldered 48 to a buss bar 39 sitting transversely to the 
terminals 42 in interior housing 12. The buss bar is in 
electrical contact through the solder joint 48 with the 
?rst end 46 of terminal 42. A second end 47 of terminal 
42 is available for another electrical termination such as 
a conductive pin as seen in FIG. 2. 
An exit end 50 of the interior housing 12 comprises 

two rows of the open slots 40 retaining the terminals 42. 
The coax cable 18 is held in place by strain relief 16 

having shell halves 52 and 54. These shell halves have 
interior scallop ridges 56 enclosing individual repeating 
units 20 of the coax cable 18. The exterior surface of the 
strain relief 16, both in shell halves 52 and 54, have 
ramp-shaped latches 57 capable of engaging a latch 
opening 58 in the exterior housing 14. The shell halves 
52 and 54 are held together by a PVC pipe cement 
compatible with the PVC outer coating of cable 18. 
The exterior housing 14 has sidewalls 60 and 62, top 

member 64 and bottom member 66 enclosing a central 
cavity 68. 
A slidable motion engages the interior housing within 

the cavity 68. The latch members 57 in strain relief 16 
engage within the latch openings 58 of exterior housing 
14 to retain both the strain relief 16 and interior housing 
12 within the exterior housing 14. Latch 70 on exterior 
housing 14 is optionally available for engagement with 
the cabinet of an electronic device such as a computer, 
television or radio. 
The interior and exterior housing and strain relief 

shells are each made from a one piece molded dielectric. 
The interior housing is made from a high heat resistant 
plastic such as polyphenylene sulphide. The exterior 
housing can be polycarbonate or nylon and the strain 
relief, polyvinylchloride. The terminal can be any con 
ductive material such as bronze, phosphor bronze, cop 
per, or like conductive metal. 
The coax cable 18 is prepared for connector 10 by 

stripping the ends to expose the poly(tetrafluoroethy 
lene) jackets 20. The drain wires 22 are guided to the 
openings 32 and the signal wires within the jacket 20 are 
guided into openings 30. The conical shape of the chan 
nel 34 pushes back the poly(tetrafluoroethylene) jacket 
covering the signal wire and allows the signal wire to 
become exposed within the conical shaped channel 34. 
The poly(tetrafluoroethylene) is pushed back and the 
signal wire is pushed through opening 38 so that contact 
can be made with terminal 42 at contact point 46. The 
signal wires are preferably soldered 44 to the terminals 
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42. However, other means of terminating to the termi 
nals well known to those skilled in the art can be substi 
tuted. 
The forgoing detailed description has been given for 

clearness and understanding only and no unneccessary 
limitations should be understood therefrom as some 
modi?cations may be obvious to those skilled in the art. 
Having thus described my invention, what is claimed 

and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: 
1. An electrical connector for coax cable having re 

peating units of a poly(tetra?uoroethylene) jacket sur 
rounding a central signal conductor and at least one 
drain wire exterior to the jacket, the connector compris 
ing an interior dielectric housing and an exterior dielec 
tric housing, the interior housing containing entrance 
and exit ends, the ends separated by channels for guid 
ing and receiving signal and drain wires and slots for 
retaining electrical terminals, the entrance end having 
two rows of openings, one above the other, leading into 
conical shaped channels, said channels engaging and 
pushing back the jacket surrounding the signal conduc 
tor as the cable is inserted, one row receiving a signal 
wire surrounded by the poly(tetra?uoroethylene) 
jacket in each opening and the other row receiving at 
least one drain wire in each opening, the exit end having 
two rows of open slots, one above the other, each slot 
containing an electrical terminal having a ?rst and sec 
ond contact end, one row of terminals terminating the 
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4. 
drain wires and the other row terminating the signal 
wires free of the jacket at the ?rst end, the second end 
being available for another electrical termination, the 
exterior housing having two upright side walls joined to 
two horizontal top and bottom members enclosing a 
cavity of suf?cient dimension to slidably engage and 
retain the interior housing. I 

2. An electrical connector according to claim 1 
wherein the interior housing entrance end openings are 
triangle shaped. 

3. The electrical connector according to claim 1 
wherein the electrical terminal second end terminates 
an electrically conductive pin. 

4. The electrical connector according to claim 1 
wherein a strain relief member encloses the coax cable 
adjacent the entrance end of the interior housing. 

5. The electrical connector according to claim 4 
wherein the strain relief member comprises two shell 
halves having interior and exterior surfaces, the interior 
surfaces having multiple scallop shaped ridges for re 
taining repeating units of the coax cable and the exterior 
surfaces having a ramp shaped latch for engaging a 
latch opening in the exterior housing. 

6. The electrical connector according to claim 5 
wherein the two shell halves are held together with a 
cement compatible with the coax cable. 

* 1k * * * 


