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[57] ABSTRACT 
A bedding assembly including a base encompassing 
portion, a base covering portion and a body covering 
portion; the base encompassing portion including a 
peripheral section around the periphery of a base, the 
peripheral section extending between the top and bot 
tom surfaces of the base, at least one connecting section 
extending over the bottom surface of the base and per 
manently joining opposite lower edges of the peripheral 
section; the base covering portion including a ?rst sheet 
disposed over substantially the entire top surface of the 
base and in contact therewith, a ?rst fastener releasably 
securing the edges of the ?rst sheet to the upper edges 
of the peripheral section along substantially the entire 
length thereof; the body covering portion including a 
second sheet disposed over the ?rst sheet and in contact 
therewith, the second sheet including at least one pleat 
extending substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis 
of the base intermediate and parallel to the edges 
thereof, a second fastener releasably securing the side 
edges of the second sheet to adjacent edges of the ?rst 
sheet, a blanket disposed over the second sheet and in 
contact therewith, the blanket including at least one 
pleat disposed substantially parallel to the second sheet 
pleat, a third fastener releasably securing the side edges 
of the blanket to adjacent edges of the second sheet, a 
fourth fastener permanently af?xing together the lower 
transverse edges of the ?rst sheet, the second sheet and 
the blanket. 

14 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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BEDDING ASSEMBLY 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. 
No. 474,163, ?led Mar. 10, 1983 now abandoned. 

This invention relates to novel bedding and more 
particularly relates to a new bedding assembly. 

In primitive societies, people sleep very simply. They 
may sleep in their clothes on the ground or on a thin pad 
or mattress and cover their bodies with a blanket. 

In more developed societies, people have become 
accustomed to sleeping in night clothes on a bed with a 
mattress and a spring. The mattress is covered with 
some type of bedding. Ordinarily, this bedding includes 
a bottom sheet spread over the mattress and a top sheet 
which covers the body. A blanket or quilt is placed over 
the top sheet for warmth. 

This bedding combination has been used for centu 
ries. Very few changes have been made through the 
years. One of the innovations in bedding is the ?tted 
sheet. Fitted sheets assist in maintaining a smooth sur 
face without having to tuck the edges of the sheet under 
the mattress each day. 
Although ?tted sheets have become quite popular, 

they only solve some of the problems inherent with 
conventional bedding. While bottom sheets can be ?t 
ted over the entire surface of a mattress, top sheets and 
blankets are ?tted only along the bottom edges. The 
side and top edges must be free to permit access of a 
person’s body between the sheets. 
The loose ?t of the top sheet and blanket allows these 

items to become displaced during a night of sleep. Al 
though a few individuals sleep without any signi?cant 
rolling or twisting, most persons twist and turn a great 
deal while they are sleeping. This twisting and turning 
causes the sheet and blanket to shift and become twisted 
into a tangled mass that does not cover a sleeper’s body. 
If the sleeping person becomes sufficiently chilled he 
ordinarily will awaken and straighten the covers over 
him again. However, some persons such as children and 
the elderly may not awaken and thus become chilled to 
such an extent that their health suffers. 
Even if the individual does not throw off the covers 

as he sleeps, when he awakens in the morning, the 
twisted sheet and blanket still may be present. The bed 
ding then must be remade again. Under ideal conditions, 
remaking the bedding requires moving around the bed 
several times to straighten and tuck the edges of the top 
sheet ancLblanket in place. 

If the bed is small in size, the bedding can be straight 
ened in a few minutes if there is good access around the 
bed. However, if the bed is large, such as a king size 
bed, or if the bed is in a relatively inaccessible location 
such as in a mobile home or recreational vehicle, remak 
ing the bedding may take considerable time and effort. 
It may be necessary to climb over the bed several times 
to achieve even a limited degree of smoothness. 
While a dedicated homemaker may consider the re 

making of the bedding a task which is a worthwhile use 
of her time, most people regard bed remaking a neces 
sary evil. Some persons such as most men and young 
sters consider bedding making to be a worthless expen 
diture of their effort and time. 
When individuals have this negative attitude about 

remaking the bedding, the results are less than satisfac 
tory. Some persons simply skip the remaking and just 
straighten the covers to a degree. 
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2 
Even if daily bedding remaking is skipped or mini 

mized, there still remains the changing of the bedding as 
an additional major task. The bottom sheet, the top 
sheet and the blanket or quilt must be removed from the 
bed and replaced again. There is no way of avoiding 
this task. 

In some situations proper bedding making still is man 
datory. Hospitals, boarding schools and other semipub 
lic sleeping facilities require good bedding making to 
avoid complete deterioration of housekeeping stan~ 
dards. These situations, however, are the most prone to 
have problems in achieving good bedding making. 

Bedding making in hospitals involves the additional 
problem of doing the task while a person is lying in the 
bed. This greatly complicates the task and ordinarily 
requires special training. With boarding schools, the 
resistance of the students to any chore creates dif?cul~ 
ties and only the general strict discipline of the school 
enables the required standards to be met. 
From the above discussion, it is clear that past and 

present bedding leaves much to be desired. Thus, there 
is a need for new bedding that can overcome the de? 
ciencies of previous bedding. 
The present invention provides a novel bedding as 

sembly which substantially eliminates the problems 
with conventional bedding. The bedding assembly of 
the invention provides a simple and convenient means 
for making a bed. The bedding assembly permits a per 
son to make bedding in a minute or two. The bedding 
assembly enables an individual to make the bedding 
easily and quickly even on larger beds and beds that are 
in con?ned locations. 
The bedding assembly of the invention can be used 

ef?ciently by persons of all ages from the young to the 
elderly. High quality results can be achieved by individ 
uals with minimum motivation for the task. The bed 
ding assembly is especially useful for hospitals since it 
greatly simpli?es the making of the bedding when a 
person is in the bed. 
The bedding assembly of the present invention is 

simple in design and can be produced relatively inex 
pensively. Commercially available materials and com 
ponents can be utilized in the fabrication of the bedding 
assembly. Conventional sewing and fabric construction 
techniques and procedures and semi-skilled labor can be 
employed in the manufacture of the bedding assembly. 
The bedding assembly of the invention is durable in 

construction and has a long useful life even with re 
peated laundering and use. Few, if any, repairs are re 
quired to maintain the bedding assembly in good use 
able condition. 
These and other bene?ts and advantages of the novel 

bedding assembly of the present invention will be ap 
parent from the following description and the accompa 
nying drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of one form of the 

bedding assembly of the invention disposed on a bed; 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the bedding assembly 

shown in FIG. 1 taken along line 2-—2 thereof; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the bedding assembly 

shown in FIG. 2 with a person in the bed; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view of 

the bedding assembly shown in FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 5 is a top view of the bedding assembly of the 

invention shown in FIG. 1 with portions folded back. 
As shown in the drawings, one form of the novel 

bedding assembly 11 of the present invention is posi 
tioned on a bed 12 including a base 13 that includes a 
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mattress 14 resting on a spring 15 and a frame 16. The 
mattress 14 includes major top and bottom surfaces 18 
and 19 respectively. Also, the mattress includes periph 
eral sidewall sections 20 joining the major surfaces 18 
and 19 thereof. 
The bedding assembly 11 includes a base encompass 

ing portion 22, a base covering portion 23 and a body 
covering portion 24. The base encompassing portion 22 
of the bedding assembly 11 of the invention includes a 
peripheral section 26 around the periphery of the base 
13. . 

The peripheral section 26 extends between the top 
and bottom surfaces 18 and 19 of the mattress 14. The 
peripheral section 26 further includes an upper edge 27 
adjacent the top surface 18 and a lower edge 28 adjacent 
the bottom surface 19. Advantageously, the peripheral 
section 26 includes a continuous section that circum 
scribes the periphery of the base 13. 
The base encompassing portion 22 also includes at 

least one connecting section 29. The connecting section 
29 extends over the bottom surface 19 of the mattress 
14. The connecting section 29 permanently joins oppo 
site lower edges of the peripheral section 26. The con 
necting section 29 preferably includes sheet means 30 as 
shown that substantially covers the bottom surface 19. 
The base covering portion 23 of the bedding assem 

bly ll of the invention includes sheet means 31. The 
sheet means 31 is disposed over substantially the entire 
top surface 18 of the mattress 14 and is in contact there 
with. Fastening means shown as zipper 32 releasably 
secures the edges of the sheet 31 to the upper edges 27 
of the peripheral section 26. This connection is along 
substantially the entire length of the peripheral section 
33. 
The body covering portion 24 of the bedding assem 

bly 11 includes sheet means 33. The sheet 33 is disposed 
over the sheet 31 and is in contact therewith. The sheet 
33 includes at least one pleat means 34 and advanta 
geously more than one pleat 34 and 35. The spaced 
pleats 34 and 35 extend substantially parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the mattress 14, that is, from the 
head to the foot of the mattress. The pleats are disposed 
intermediate and parallel to the side edges of the sheet 
33. 

Fastening means 36 releasably secures the side edges 
37 and 38 of the sheet 33 to the adjacent edges 39 and 40 
of the sheet 31. The fastening means 36 preferably in 
cludes a pair of edge zippers 41 and 42. 

Blanket means 45 is disposed over the sheet 33 and is 
in contact therewith. The blanket means 45 is similar in 
construction to the sheet 33 and includes at least one 
pleat means 46 and advantageously more than one pleat 
46 and 47. The spaced blanket pleats 46 and 47 extend 
substantially parallel to the pleats 34 and 35 of the sheet 
33. 

Fastening means 48 releasably secures the side edges 
50 and 51 of the blanket 45 to adjacent edges 37 and 38 
of the sheet 33. The fastening means 48 preferably in 
cludes spaced discrete elements that include cooperat 
ing combinations of hooked fabric means 52 and napped 
fabric means 53. 
The pleats 34 and 35 of the sheet 33 and the pleats 46 

and 47 of the blanket 45 advantageously each are spaced 
from one another as shown in the drawings. Preferably, 
the pleats 34/35 and 46/47 of each pair are reversed 
from one another. Decorative stripping such as piping 
54 may be disposed over the pleats to facilitate smooth 
ing thereof, if desired. 
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Fastening means 55 permanently affixes together the 

lower transverse edges 56, 57 and 58 of the sheet 31, the 
sheet 33 and the blanket 45, respectively. The fastening 
means 55 advantageously includes stitching. 

Fastening means 60 preferably are disposed between 
the free ends 61 of the pleats 34/35 of the sheet 33 and 
the pleats 46/47 of the blanket 45. Preferably, the fas 
tening means 60 includes cooperating combinations of 
hooked fabric elements 62 and napped fabric elements 
63. 
The bedding assembly 11 advantageously also in 

cludes skirt sections 65, 66 and 67. These skirt sections 
extend from the side edges 50 and 51 of the blanket 45 
as well as the lower transverse edge 58 thereof. The 
skirt sections 65-67 advantageously are releasably se 
cured to the edges of the blanket 45 through fastening 
means 68 such as zippers, snaps and the like. 
The bedding assembly 11 of the present invention can 

be fabricated from conventional bedding materials such 
as sheets and blankets. The fasteners employed can be 
conventional zippers, hooked and napped fabric ele 
ments and similar fasteners that are commercially avail 
able. Sewing of components is accomplished in the 
normal manner. 
The fabrication of the bedding assembly 11 of the 

present invention as shown in the drawings involves the 
sewing of the peripheral section 26 to the sheet 30 and 
the sewing of the zipper 32 along the length of the 
upper edge of the peripheral section. The other part of 
the zipper 32 then is sewn around the periphery of the 
sheet 31. 

Next, the sheet 33 is aligned with the sheet 31 and the 
zippers 41 and 42 sewn along the side edges 37 and 38 of 
the sheet 33 and the adjacent edges 39 and 40 of the 
sheet 31. Thereafter, blanket 45 is positioned over the 
sheet 33 and fastener elements 52 and 53 attached along 
the adjacent side edges 37 and 38 of the sheet 33 and 
edges 50 and 51 of the blanket 45. 
The lower transverse edges 56, 57 and 58 of sheet 31, 

sheet 33 and blanket 45 then are affixed together with 
stitching 55. The bedding assembly 11 now is ready for 
use. 

In the placement of the bedding assembly 11 on a bed 
12, the peripheral section 26 with sheet 30 affixed 
thereto is positioned under and around the periphery of 
the mattress 14. The sheet 30 is in contact with the 
lower surface 19 of the mattress and the peripheral 
section 26 is in contact with the mattress sidewalls 20. 
With the zipper 32 disposed along the upper edge of 

the mattress, the combination of sheet 31, sheet 33 and 
blanket 45 is placed over the upper surface 18 of the 
mattress with sheet 31 in contact with the mattress and 
zipper 32 zipped together. The pleats 34 and 35 of the 
sheet 33 are smoothed as are the pleats 46 and 47 of the 
blanket 45. The bedding is now completely made. 
To use the bed 12, a person simply unzips one of the 

side zippers 41 or 42 and slides his body between the 
sheet 31 and the sheet 33. The pleats 34, 35, 46 and 47 
automatically open as shown in FIG. 3 allowing free 
dom for body movement. A person can turn and twist 
his body while sleeping without restriction from the 
bedding assembly. To leave the bed, the person simply 
unzips the side zipper 41 or 42 and slides out of bed. 

In remaking the bedding assembly 11, all that has to 
be done is to rezip the zipper 41 or 42 and smooth the 
pleats 34, 35, 46 and 47. The task is completed easily and 
quickly even if the bed is large or in a con?ned area. To 
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use the bed again, an individual simply unzips zipper 41 
or 42 and slides into bed. 
When the bedding assembly is to be changed for 

laundering, zipper 32 is opened around the edge of 
peripheral section 26 and the entire bedding assembly 
including bottom sheet 31, top sheet 33 and blanket 45 
can be removed as a single unit. If desired, the skirt 
sections 65, 66 and 67 can be separated from the other 
sections prior to laundering by separating fasteners 68. 

After laundering and drying, the bedding assembly 11 
can be returned to the bed as quickly and easily as it was 
removed. Since the peripheral section 26 and sheet 30 
already are in place, it only is necessary to align the 
sheet 31 with the peripheral section and zip the zipper 
32 together again. Then, the pleats of the sheet 33 and 
the blanket 45 are smoothed and the operation is com 
pleted. 
With the peripheral section 26 and the sheet 30 re 

maining in position continuously, the other portions of 
the bedding assembly always are aligned automatically. 
In addition, since there is no need to tuck any edges of 
sheets or blankets under the mattress, there is no reason 
to climb around the edge of the bed in making the bed 
ding. 
The only operation in the making of the bedding that 

requires any signi?cant degree of attention and care is 
the original placement of the peripheral section 26 an 
the bottom connecting sheet section 30. Once this has 
been accomplished, the making of the bedding origi 
nally, daily or changing for laundering can be done 
quickly and easily in a few minutes or even seconds by 
any person with reasonable dexterity. 
Even people with limited dexterity such as the el 

derly or the crippled can use the bedding assembly of 
the invention. Only a single part of the bedding assem 
bly needs to be attended to at one time while the other 
parts remain anchored in place. Thus, individuals who 
cannot work with conventional bedding still can suc 
cessfully use the bedding assembly of the invention. 
The bedding assembly of the present invention can be 

employed on all types and sizes of beds which include 
some type of mattress or base. It is especially suitable 
for waterbeds, bunks, berths, adjustable hospital beds, 
folding beds as well as beds with conventional inner 
spring or foam mattresses. 

It will be apparent that various modi?cations can be 
made in the particular bedding assembly described in 
detail above and shown in the drawings within the 
scope of the invention. The size, con?guration and 
arrangement of components can be changed to meet 
speci?c requirements. Different fastening means can be 
utilized. Also, additional bedding components such as 
extra sheets, pads, blankets and/or quilts can be incor 
porated into the assembly. The number and arrange 
ment of pleats can be different. 
These and other changes can be made in the bedding 

assembly provided the functioning and operation 
thereof are not adversely affected. Therefore, the scope 
of the invention is to be limited only by the following 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A bedding assembly including a base encompassing 

portion, a base covering portion and a body covering 
portion; said base encompassing portion including a 
peripheral section around the periphery of a base in 
cluding major top and bottom surfaces and sidewall 
sections joining said major surfaces, said peripheral 
section extending between the top and bottom surfaces 
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6 
of said base, said peripheral section including an upper 
edge adjacent said top surface and a lower edge adja 
cent said bottom surface, at least one connecting section 
extending over said bottom surface of said base and 
permanently joining opposite lower edges of said pe 
ripheral section; said base covering portion including 
?rst sheet means disposed over substantially the entire 
top surface of said base and in contact therewith, ?rst 
fastening means releasably securing the edges of said 
?rst sheet means to the upper edges of said peripheral 
section along substantially the entire length thereof; said 
body covering portion including second sheet means 
disposed over said ?rst sheet means and in contact 
therewith, said second sheet means including at least 
one pleat means, said pleat means extending substan 
tially parallel to the longitudinal axis of said base inter‘ 
mediate and parallel to the edges thereof, second fasten 
ing means releasably securing the side edges of said 
second sheet means to adjacent edges of said ?rst sheet 
means, blanket means disposed over said second sheet 
means and in contact therewith, said blanket means 
including at least one pleat means, said blanket pleat 
means being disposed substantially parallel to said sec 
ond sheet pleat means, third fastening means releasably 
securing the side edges of said blanket means to adja 
cent edges of said second sheet means, fourth fastening 
means permanently af?xing together the lower trans 
verse edges of said ?rst sheet means, said second sheet 
means and said blanket means, further including ?fth 
fastening means disposed between the free ends of said 
pleat means of said second sheet means and the free ends 
of said pleat means of said blanket means; whereby said 
?rst fastening means may be operated without the ne 
cessity to operate either the second or third fastening 
means and the second fastening means may be operated 
without the necessity to operate either the ?rst or third 
fastening means. 

2. A bedding assembly according to claim 1 wherein 
said peripheral section includes a continuous section 
circumscribing the periphery of said base. 

3. A bedding assembly according to claim 1 wherein 
said connecting section includes third sheet means sub 
stantially covering said bottom surface of said base. 

4. A bedding assembly according to claim 1 wherein 
said ?rst fastening means includes a zipper along sub 
stantially the entire length of said peripheral section. 

5. A bedding assembly according to claim 1 wherein 
said second fastening means includes a pair of edge 
zippers. 

6. A bedding assembly according to claim 1 wherein 
said second sheet means and said bla'nket means each 
include more than one pleat means. 

7. A bedding assembly according to claim 6 wherein 
said pleat means are spaced from one another. 

8. A bedding assembly according to claim 7 wherein 
said pleat means include a pair of spaced pleats reversed 
from one another. 

9. A bedding assembly according to claim 1 including 
stripping disposed over said pleat means of said blanket 
means. 

10. A bedding assembly according to claim 1 wherein 
said third fastening means includes spaced discrete ele 
ments including cooperating combinations of hooked 
fabric means and napped fabric means. 

11. A bedding assembly according to claim 1 wherein 
said fourth fastening means includes stitching. 

12. A bedding assembly according to claim 1 wherein 
said ?fth fastening means including cooperating combi 
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nations of hooked fabric means and napped fabric 

means. 

13. A bedding assembly according to claim 1 includ 
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8 
ing skirt means extending from the side edges and the 
lower transverse edge of said blanket means. 

14. A bedding assembly according to claim 13 includ 
ing sixth fastening means releasably securing said skirt 
means to the edges of said blanket means. 
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