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VIBRATORY SCREEN SEPARATOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is in the ?eld of vibratory 
screen separator devices such as are used for a wide 
variety of purposes such as the separation of solid mate 
rial of different sizes carried in a liquid such as drilling 
mud. More speci?cally, the present invention in its 
preferred form comprises a vibratory screen and associ 
ated cleaning assembly which is employed for separat 
ing the cuttings from drilling mud components. 
The use of vibratory screen solid/liquid separating 

devices is well-known as shown in prior US. Pat. Nos. 
3,960,731; 3,899,4l4; 3,841,482Re. 26,736; 3,863,765, 
and 4,152,253. A number of the prior art devices have 
recognized the need for providing screen cleaning 
means to prevent clogging of the screen so as to main 
tain maximum flow through the screen on a continuous 
basis. However, none of the prior known systems has 
been totally satisfactory. One approach is that illus 
trated in US. Pat. No. 3,508,649, in which tubular anti 
binding rings are supported in contact with the upper 
surface of a separator screen. Unfortunately, screen 
cleaning elements of this type do not always move ef 
fectively over the entire surface of the screen due to the 
dynamics of the vibratory motion supplied to such ele 
ments. 
Another problem with the prior known vibratory 

screen-type separating devices is that they are subject to 
mechanical breakdown due to mechanical failure fo the 
vibratory unit. It is consequently frequently necessary 
to remove and repair or replace the vibratory unit with 
such repairs necessitating that the unit be out of service 
for a substantial time period. The down-time required 
for repairs is substantial since it is frequently necessary 
to substantially disassemble the unit in order to remove 
the vibratory means. 

Therefore, substantial problems remain in connection 
with the use of vibratory screen-type separator devices 
and it is the primary object of this invention to provide 
solutions to such problems. 
A more speci?c object of the invention is the provi 

sion of a new and improved vibratory screen-type sepa 
rator device incorporating improved screen cleaning 
components. 

Yet another object of the present invention is the 
provision of new and improved vibratory screen-type 
cleaning devices in which the vibratory means per se 
can easily and quickly be removed for repair or mainte 
nance purposes. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention achieves the foregoing objects 
through the provision of a new and improved vibratory 
screen apparatus in which a ?oating tub assembly is 
provided with a horizontal screen in its upper portion 
with unique clamp members for holding the screen in 
position but being easily movable to a remote position 
permitting removal of the screen from the tub assembly. 
A perforated plate is provided below the screen means 
and supports a large number of tubular screen cleaning 
elements which have upper ends engageable with the 
lower face of the screen. Each of the tubular screen 
cleaning elements is of generally cylindrical con?gura 
tion but is provided with a slot in one side which creates 
an unbalance due to the fact that the center of gravity of 
the device is offset with respect to its geometric axis. It 
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2 
has been found that this offset positioning of the center 
of gravity results in an enhanced and improved move~ 
ment of the cleaning elements when the entire assembly 
is vibrated by the vibratory means. 
The vibratory means includes a bearing housing 

which can be easily removed following removal of the 
screen by a simple upward lifting movement so as to 
permit removal of the vibratory drive means as a unit 
for replacement in a matter of minutes. Consequently, 
the down-time of the apparatus is substantially reduced 
as compared to prior known devices in this ?eldv 
A better understanding of the preferred embodiment 

will be achieved when the following detailed descrip 
tion is considered in conjunction with the appended 
drawings in which like reference numerals are used for 
the same parts as shown in the different ?gures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a front elevation view of the preferred em 
bodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevation view thereof; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along lines 3-3 of 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along lines 4—4 of 

FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along lines 5-5 of 

FIG. 3; 
FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective view of modular 

vibration means employed in the preferred embodi 
ment; 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of an individual screen 

cleaning element; 
FIG. 8 is an enlarged portion of FIG. 3 illustrating 

novel screen clamp means; and 
FIG. 9 is a sectional view taken along lines 9-9 of 

FIG, 8. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Attention is initially invited to FIGS. 1 through 4 
which illustrate the main components of the preferred 
embodiment which is used for separating drilling mud 
components and includes a frame consisting of a sled 
like bottom platform 10 including a floor plate 12 and 
four vertical corner post members 14, 16, 18 and 20. 
Additionally, the frame includes canted elements 22 and 
24 respectively extending outwardly from the upper 
ends of corner post members 14 and 16 and welded at 
their upper ends to a semi-cylindrical saddle plate 26. A 
similar saddle plate 28 is supported by canted frame 
elements extending outwardly from the corner posts 18 
and 20. Saddle plate members 26 and 28 provide support 
for a conventional hydrocyclone assembly 30 with the 
drilling mud inlet manifold 32 of the hydrocyclone 
assembly resting on the saddle plate and being held in 
position by clamps 35 as best shown in FIG. 1. 

Individual cyclonic separators 34 of assembly 30 op 
erate in a well-known manner for discharging a mixture 
of mud and cuttings 36 from their lower ends into a 
receiving pan 38. Receiving pan 38 is removably sup 
ported on the framework by a downwardly extending 
carrier brackets 40 connected at their upper ends to the 
canted frame members 22,24 etc. Receiving pan 38 
includes a side discharge conduit 42 from which the 
discharge from the cyclone separators 34 can be di 
rectly discharged for recirculation operation to a return 
line 44 connected to the suction tank of the drilling 
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installation. A removable closure plug 46 permits the 
side discharge conduit to be closed as desired and a 
central discharge aperture 48 is provided in the center 
of pan 38 for permitting the discharge of the effluent 
from the cyclone separators 34 downwardly onto a 
horizontally extending screen 50 of a ?oating tub assem 
bly generally designated 52. A removable plug 49 per 
mits the central discharge aperture 48 to be closed as 
desired. 

Floating tub assembly 52 is supported by a ?xedly 
positioned cyclindrical pedestal 54 on the upper surface 
of ?oor plate 12 as best shown in FIG. 3 with the ?oat 
ing tub assembly being supported and restrained by a 
plurality of vertically extending coil springs 57 and 
horizontal coil springs 59 positioned about the periph 
ery of pedestal 54. The ?oating tub assembly comprises 
a tub member per se consisting of a cylindrical sidewall 
56, an annular ?oor panel 58 and a central cylindrical 
housing 60 which extends both above and below the 
annular floor panel 58. The central cylindrical housing 
60 has central air inlets 61 and has its upper end covered 
by a cap plate 62 which is held in position by machine 
bolts or screws 64 threaded into an angle ?ange 66 
welded to the side of the cylindrical housing 60. Cap 
plate 62 includes an upwardly extending protrusion 68 
having an upper portion through which a screen re 
tainer bolt 70 extends. Screen retainer bolt 70 extends 
outwardly through screen 50 with a thumb nut and 
washer assembly 72 being positioned on the bolt as 
shown in FIG. 3 for holding the central portion of the 
screen in clamped ?xed position. An annular perforated 
plate 74 having ?ow-through apertures 75 is welded to 
the inner surface of cylindrical sidewall 56 and has an 
inner edge surface 77 (FIG. 4) closely surrounding the 
outer periphery of the cap plate 62 with which it is 
coplanar. A plurality of intermediate brace members as 
exempli?ed by element 76 can be provided to extend 
outwardly from the annular ?oor panel 58 to the annu 
lar perforated plate 74 for additional support thereof as 
shown in FIG. 3. A radial ?ange 78 extends inwardly 
from the inner surface of cylindrical sidewall 56 and 
provides support for a circular angle frame 80 to which 
the outer periphery of screen 50 is attached as best 
shown in FIG. 8. 
Unique clamping members 81 which are best illus 

trated in FIGS. 8 and 9 serve to clamp the screen and 
frame assembly 50,80 in position as shown in FIG. 8. 
Each of the clamp members comprises a threaded rod 
82 on the lower end of which a swivel-foot 84 of the 
type frequently employed on C-clamps is mounted to 
engage the upper surface of the screen 50 as shown in 
FIG. 8. Threaded rod 82 is threadably mounted in a 
swing-arm 86 which has a rod 88 of square cross-section 
welded to one end positioned externally of the cylindri 
cal sidewall 56. A pair of spaced parallel brackets 90 are 
welded to the outer surface of cylindrical sidewall 56 
with the brackets having aligned identical openings 
de?ned by a circular lower portion 92 and a square 
upper portion 94 with the openings receiving the outer 
ends of the square rod 88 as best shown in FIG. 9. It is 
essential that the clamp members be able to move be 
tween the solid line clamping position and the phantom 
line external position with respect to cylindrical side 
wall 56 so as to permit removal of the screen and frame 
assembly 50,80 when the clamping means is in the exter 
nal position. This unique feature is enabled by virtue of 
the fact that the rotation of the threaded rod 82 to bring 
the swivel-foot 84 into clamping contact with the screen 
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serves to lift the swing-arm 86 outwardly so that the 
square rod 88 is received in the square upper portion 94 
of the slot of each of bracket members 90 so as to pro 
vide a rigid non-moving positioning of the swing-arm so 
that it is incapable of movement to its outer phantom 
line position. However, rotation of the rod 82 to cause 
it to move upwardly with respect to the swing-arm 86 
permits the swing~arm to move downwardly so that the 
square rod 88 moves into the lower circular portion 92 
of the apertures in brackets 90 to permit the subsequent 
pivotal movement of the swing-arm to its outer phan 
tom line position of FIG. 8. Thus, the unique construc 
tion of the clamp permits it to be completely removed 
from within the interior of the cylindrical sidewall 56 so 
as to make the removal of the screen and frame assem 
bly 50,80 a simple matter after the threaded nut and 
washer assembly 72 is removed from bolt 70 in the 
center of the screen. 
A plurality of tubular generally cylindrical screen 

cleaning elements 96 rest on the upper surface of the 
apertured plate 74 and cap plate 62 for engagement with 
the lower surface of screen 50 to effect cleaning of the 
screen. The screen cleaning elements are vibrated to 
move randomly against the lower surface of the screen 
50 as a result of vibrations imparted to the assembly 
56,74,50 etc. by motor-driven vibration means mounted 
in the central cylindrical housing 60 as will be discussed 
in detail hereinafter. However, it should be noted at this 
juncture that each of the screen cleaning elements 96 
consists of a generally cylindrical tube having parallel 
upper and lower surfaces 97 and 98 respectively with a 
side slot 99 being provided in the tubular member so 
that the center of gravity of each of the screen cleaning 
elements 96 is offset with respect to its longitudinal axis. 
It has been found that this offset center of gravity for 
the cleaning elements 96 results in substantially im 
proved movement of the elements around the central 
protrusion 68 as compared with previous cleaner ele 
ments of the type not having an offset center of gravity 
and simply consisting of a tubular piece of polyvinyl 
chloride. The tubular elements move in a clockwise 
direction as indicated by arrows 100 in FIG. 4 when the 
eccentric means is driven in a counterclockwise direc 
tion as will be discussed hereinafter. It should be under 
stood that obtaining the offset center of gravity or the 
cleaning elements could be achieved in other ways such 
as by the use of different shaped openings, a reduced 
wall thickness on one side with no opening or by the 
addition of a weight on the interior of the tubular mem 
bers, if desired. However, the tubular members should 
be of generally cylindrical outer con?guration with the 
improved results being achieved because the center of 
gravity of the tubular members is offset with respect to 
the axis of the outer cylindrical surface. Also, while 
polyvinyl chloride is the preferred material for the 
screen cleaning elements, metal or other material could 
be employed. 

Operation is imparted to the ?oating tub assembly 52 
by operation of an electric motor 100 mounted on a 
support plate 102 pivotally connected at 104 to the 
vertical corner post member 14 as best shown in FIG. 4. 
Rotation of motor 100 is in a counterclockwise direc 
tion as viewed in FIG. 4 serves to drive a power input 
sheave 106 by dual belt means 108. Tension in the belt 
means 108 is adjustable by means of adjustment nuts 110 
on a pivotal threaded rod 112 pivotally supported at an 
opposite end on the outer surface of cylindrical sidewall 
56. The power input sheave 106 is keyed on the lower 
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end of a vertical eccentric support shaft 114 supported 
for rotation by upper and lower bearing means 116 and 
118 in a generally cylindrical bearing housing 120 axi 
ally positioned within the interior of central cylindrical 
housing 60. Upper bearing means 116 is positioned be 
tween seal means 122 and 124 and lower bearing 118 is 
similarly positioned between seal means 126 and 128 
with the entire shaft, bearing and seal assembly being 
held in position by retainer members 130 and 132. An 
upper eccentric weight 134 is clamped on the upper end 
of eccentric support shaft 114 for rotation therewith and 
a similar lower eccentric weight 136 is keyed to the 
lower end of the shaft with the upper weight having a 
vane 138 facing downwardly and the lower weight 
having a vane 140 facing upwardly. The upper eccen 
tric weight can be adjustably positioned about the axis 
of shaft 114 to vary the total amount of vibratory force 
provided by it and lower weight 136. Vanes 138 and 140 
serve to circulate the air in the central cylindrical hous 
ing 60 during rotation of the shaft 114 which rotation 
also provides an effective vibration due to the eccentric 
ity of the weight members 134 and 136. It should be 
observed that the central cylindrical housing 60 in 
cludes a lower internal radial support ?ange 142 and an 
upper internal radial support ?ange 146. The lower 
radial support ?ange 142 supports a ?ange 148 extend 
ing outwardly from bearing housing 120 adjacent the 
lower portion thereof while the upper ?ange 146 sup 
ports four radial support arms 150 extending outwardly 
from the upper end of bearing housing 120. The arms 
150 and the ?ange 148 are respectively bolted to the 
internal radial support ?anges 146 and 142 as best 
shown in FIG. 3 so as to provide for a ?rm and positive 
connection between the bearing housing 120 and the 
remaining components of the ?oating tub assembly 52. 

It should be observed that the ?oating tub assembly 
52 includes an upper discharge chute 160 positioned 
above the screen 50 for discharging the relatively large 
particles in the mud that are incapable of passage 
through the screen 50. Additionally, a'lower discharge 
chute 162 is positioned in the cylindrical sidewall 56 to 
receive the smaller particles and liquid that have passed 
through the screen 50 and the annular perforated plate 
74. The discharge from chute 162 is cascaded into an 
open topped receiver 166 which is not connected to the 
chute 162 so as to permit unimpeded vibration of the 
chute 162 and the other affiliated components of the 
floating tub assembly 52. Similarly, the discharge from 
the upper chute 160 is directed into an open topped 
receiver 168 which is also not connected to the upper 
chute 160. 

In operation, the closure 46 is positioned to block the 
side discharge conduit 42 and the central discharge 
aperture 48 is opened by removing the plug 49 so that 
the discharge from the cyclone separators 34 ?ows 
from the central discharge aperture 48 onto the upper 
surface of the screen 50. Operation of the motor 100 
causes the eccentric weights 134 and 136 to be rapidly 
rotated to effect a vibration of the entire ?oating tub 
assembly 52 so as to greatly increase the rate at which 
the smaller particles and liquid ?ow through the screen 
50 and then downwardly through the openings 75 in 
apertured plate 74 for discharge through the lower 
discharge chute 162. Additionally, the vibration imparts 
a clockwise movement of the screen cleaning elements 
96 on plate 74 about the axial protrusion 68 so that the 
upper surface of the screen cleaning elements 97 engage 
the lower surface of the screen to dislodge any particles 
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6 
adhering thereto and consequently greatly increase the 
rate at which materials can pass through the screen. The 
fact that the screen cleaning elements 96 have their 
center of gravity offset with respect to their axis causes 
them to rotate about their own axis while moving across 
plate 74 and results in a substantial increase in their 
movement as compared to tubular cleaning elements 
not having such such an offset center of gravity. 

It is well-known that the most common mechanical 
failure in vibratory separators occurs with the vibrator 
assembly. The present invention permits the vibrator 
assembly to be be easily removed as a unit for replace 
ment and/or repair by first removing the screen 50 
which is easily achieved by loosening of the clamping 
members 81 which are pivoted to their external position 
and then loosening the thumb nut and washer assembly 
72 to permit the screen to be lifted upwardly and out 
wardly from the apparatus. Cap plate 62 is then re 
moved and the lower eccentric weight 136 and the 
sheave 106 are removed from the lower end of the shaft 
114 following which the bolts extending through the 
radial support lugs 150 and the ?ange 148 are removed 
to permit the entire bearing housing 120 to be lifted 
upwardly and outwardly of the apparatus. The outer 
diameter of ?ange 148 is less than the inner diameter of 
?ange 146 so as to permit the ?ange 148 to move up 
wardly pass the supporting ?ange 146. It is conse 
quently an easy matter to effect removal and replace~ 
ment of the entire vibrator assembly. Moreover, if 
sheave 106 and eccentric weight 136 are dimensioned so 
that their outermost diameters are equal to, or less than, 
the diameter of the bearing housing 120, they need not 
be removed from shaft 114 prior to removal of the 
housing 120 upwardly from the housing 60. 
Another advantage of the present invention is that 

the rotation of the upper eccentric weight 134 causes 
the vane 138 to direct a ?ow of air in the housing 60 
which is facilitated by virtue of the openings 61 in the 
wall of the housing so as to enhance coolin of the bear 
ing assembly. 
Numerous modi?cations of the preferred embodi 

ment of the present invention will undoubtedly occur to 
those of skill in the art and is should therefore be under 
stood that the sphere and scope of the invention is to be 
limited solely by the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a vibratory separator apparatus of the type in 

cluding a horizontally extending screen mounted on a 
vibratory support above a vibratory screen cleaning 
element supporting surface positioned beneath the 
screen, the improvement comprising a plurality of 
screen cleaning elements supported on said supporting 
surface with each of said screen cleaning elements com 
prising a single tubular member having a vertical longi 
tudinal axis and a center of gravity offset with respect to 
its vertical longitudinal axis. 

2. The invention of claim 1, wherein said tubular 
members each comprise a hollow generally cylindrical 
tube. 

3. The invention of claim 2, wherein said hollow 
generally cylindrical tube has parallel upper and lower 
ends with an aperture extending through said generally 
cylindrical tube at a location between said upper and 
lower ends. 

4. The invention of claim 2, wherein said hollow 
generally cylindrical tubes are formed of polyvinylchlo 
ride. 
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5. A vibratory separator comprising frame means, a 
vibratory tub assembly mounted on said frame means by 
supporting spring means, a horizontal screen extending 
across an upper portion of said vibratory tub assembly, 
a vertically extending central housing provided axially 
with respect to said vibratory tub assembly, said central 
housing having a hollow interior and including support 
means removably supporting a bearing housing axially 
within said central housing, a removable cap plate posi 
tioned over the upper end of said central housing 
whereby said bearing housing can be lifted upwardly 
from said central housing for removal and replacement 
following removal of said cap plate, an eccentric suport 
shaft mounted in said bearing housing and extending 
coaxially with respect thereto, eccentric weights at 
tached to the upper and lower ends of said eccentric 
support shaft, motor means for imparting rotation to 
said eccentric support shaft for effecting vibration of 
said vibratory tub assembly, wherein said vibratory tub 
assembly includes a cylindrical sidewall having inner 
and outer surfaces, an annular ,?oor panel connected at 
its outer periphery to a bottom portion of said cylindri 
cal sidewall, ?ange means extending inwardly from the 
inner surface of said cylindrical sidewall adjacent an 
upper edge portion thereof for supporting the periph 
eral surface of said screen means, bracket means 
mounted in said outer surface, clamping means mounted 
on said bracket means for swinging movement between 
a ?rst position partially above said ?ange means and a 
second position completely external of said cylindrical 
sidewall so that when in said ?rst position said clamping 
means is operable for clamping the peripheral surface of 
the screen to said flange means, an annular perforated 
plate extending inwardly from the inner surface of said 
cylindrical sidewall and a plurality of tubular screen 
cleaning elements each comprising a hollow generally 
cylindrical tube having a lontitudinal vertical axis and 
parallel upper and lower ends with an aperture being 
provided in said tube between said upper and lower 
ends effecting the positioning of the center of gravity in 
offset relationship with respect to the longitudinal verti 
cal axis with said lower end resting on said annular 
perforated plate for support and said upper end lightly 
engaging the lower surface of said screen means with 
said screen cleaning elements having a vertical axis and 
a center of gravity offset with respect to said vertical 
axis. 

6. A vibratory separator comprising frame means, a 
vibratory tub assembly mounted on said frame means by 
supporting spring means, a horizontal screen extending 
across an upper portion of said vibratory tub assembly, 
a vertically extending central housing of cylindrical 
con?guration provided axially with respect to said vi 
bratory tub assembly, said central housing having a 
hollow interior and including inwardly extending 
?ange means removably supporting a bearing housing 
of cylindrical con?guration positioned axially within 
said central housing and including outwardly extending 
means resting on and removably connected to said in 
wardly extending ?ange of said central housing, a re 
movable cap plate positioned over the upper end of said 
central housing whereby said bearing housing can be 
lifted upwardly from said central housing for removal 
and replacement following removal of said cap plate, an 
eccentric support shaft mounted in said bearing housing 
and extending coaxially with respect thereto, eccentric 
weights attached to the upper and lower ends of said 
eccentric support shaft, motor means for imparting 
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rotation to said eccentric support shaft for effecting 
vibration of said vibratory tub assembly, wherein said 
vibratory tub assembly includes a cylindrical sidewall 
having inner and outer surfaces, an annular ?oor panel 
connected at its outer periphery to a bottom portion of 
said cylindrical sidewall, ?ange means extending in 
wardly from the inner surface of said cylindrical side 
wall adjacent an upper edge portion thereof for sup 
porting the peripheral surface of said screen means, 
bracket means mounted in said outer surface, clamping 
means mounted on said bracket means for a swinging 
movement between a ?rst position partially above said 
?ange means and a second position completely external 
of said cylindrical sidewall so that when in said ?rst 
position said clamping means is operable for clamping 
the peripheral surface of the screen to said ?ange 
means, an annular perforated plate extending inwardly 
from the inner surface of said cylindrical sidewall, a 
plurality of tubular screen cleaning elements supported 
on said annular perforated plate having a lower end 
resting on said annular perforated plate and an upper 
end lightly engaging the lower surface of said screen 
means with said screen cleaning elements having a ver 
tical axis and a center of gravity offset with respect to 
said vertical axis, and wherein said bracket means com 
prises ?rst and second parallel spaced bracket plates 
attached to the outer surface of said cylindrical sidewall 
and having aligned apertures each consisting of a square 
upper portion and a larger substantially circular lower 
portion and said clamping means comprises a swing arm 
having a threaded rod attached to one end for adjust 
ment toward or away from said screen means when in 
said first position and a shaft of square cross-section on 
the opposite end of said swing arm received in the 
aligned apertures of said bracket plates with said shaft 
being matingly ?ttable in said square upper portion of 
the aperture to preclude rotation of the swing arm or 
being loosely received in the substantially circular 
lower position to permit pivotal movement of the swing 
arm between the ?rst and second positions. 

7. The invention of claim 6, wherein said screen 
cleaning elements each comprise a hollow generally 
cylindrical tube. 

8. The invention of claim 7, wherein said hollow 
generally cylindrical tube has parallel upper and lower 
ends with an aperture being provided between said 
upper and lower end effecting the positioning of the 
center of gravity in offset relationship with respect to 
the longitudinal axis. 

9. The invention of claim 7, wherein said hollow 
generally cylindrical tube is formed of polyvinylchlo 
ride. 

10. Clamping means comprising bracket means in 
cluding ?rst and second parallel spaced bracket plates 
attached to the outer surface of a support member and 
having aligned apertures each consisting of a square 
upper portion and a larger lower portion, a shaft of 
square cross-section extending through said aligned 
apertures and being matingly positionable in said square 
upper portions but also being positionable in said larger 
lower portion so as to be pivotable about its axis when 
in said larger portion, a swing arm having a ?rst end 
connected to said shaft of square cross-section, a 
threaded rod threadedly mounted in an opposite end of 
said swing arm for transverse movement relative to said 
swing arm, a swivel-foot mounted on one end of said 
threaded rod whereby said square shaft can be matingly 
?tted in said square upper portions of said apertures to 
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preclude rotation of the swing arm when in a ?rst posi 
tion during a clamping operation effected by rotary 
movement of the threaded rod or can be loosely re 
ceived in the substantially larger lower portions of said 
aperture to permit pivotal movement of the swing arm 
through at least 180° movement between said ?rst posi 
tion and a second position. 

11. The invention of claim 10, wherein said swing 
arm is of generally C-shaped con?guration. 

12. A vibratory separator comprising frame means, a 
vibratory tub assembly mounted on said frame means by 
supporting spring means, a horizontal screen extending 
across an upper portion of said vibratory tub assembly, 
a vertically extending central housing provided axially 
with respect to said vibratory tub assembly, said central 
housing having a hollow interior and including support 
means removably supporting a module consisting of a 
bearing housing axially within said central housing, a 
removable cap plate positioned over the upper end of 
said central housing whereby said bearing housing can 
be lifted upwardly from said central housing for re 
moval and replacement following removal of said cap 
plate, upper and lower bearing means mounted inter 
nally of said bearing housing, an eccentric support shaft 
mounted in said upper and lower bearing means in said 
bearing housing and extending coaxially with respect 
thereto, eccentric weights attached to the upper and 
lower ends of said eccentric support shaft and motor 
means positioned externally of the central housing for 
imparting rotation to said eccentric support shaft for 
effecting vibration of said vibratory tub assembly and 
wherein said vibratory tub assembly includes a cylindri 
cal sidewall having an inner surface and an outer sur~ 
face, an annular ?oor panel connected at its outer pe» 
riphery to a bottom portion of said cylindrical sidewall, 
flange means extending inwardly from the inner surface 
of said cylindrical sidewall adjacent an upper edge por 
tion thereof for supporting the peripheral surface of said 
horizontal screen means, clamping means for clamping 
the peripheral surface of the horizontal screen to said 
flange means, an annular perforated plate extending 
inwardly from the inner surface of said cylindrical side 
wall and a plurality of tubular screen cleaning elements 
supported on said annular perforated plate having a 
lower end resting on said annular perforated plate and 
an upper end lightly engaging the lower surface of said 
horizontal screen means with said screen cleaning ele 
ments having a vertical axis and a center of gravity 
offset with respect to said vertical axis. 

13. A vibratory separator comprising frame means, a 
vibratory tub assembly mounted on said frame means by 
supporting spring means, a horizontal screen extending 
across an upper portion of said vibratory tub assembly, 
a vertically extending central housing provided axially 
with respect to said vibratory tub assembly, said central 
housing having a hollow interior and including support 
means removably supporting a module consisting of a 
bearing housing axially within said central housing, a 
removable cap plate positioned over the upper end of 
said central housing whereby said bearing housing can 
be lifted upwardly from said central housing for re 
moval and replacement following removal of said cap 
plate, upper and lower bearing means mounted inter 
nally of said bearing housing, an eccentric support shaft 
mounted in said upper and lower bearing means in said 
bearing housing and extending coaxially with respect 
thereto, eccentric weights attached to the upper and 
lower ends of said eccentric support shaft and motor 
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10 
means positioned externally of the central housing for 
imparting rotation to said eccentric support shaft for 
effecting vibration of said vibratory tub assembly and 
wherein said vibratory tub assembly includes a cylindri 
cal sidewall having inner and outer surfaces, an annular 
floor panel connected at its outer periphery to a bottom 
portion of said cylindrical sidewall, ?ange means ex 
tending inwardly from the inner surface of said cylindri 
cal sidewall adjacent an upper edge portion thereof for 
supporting the peripheral surface of said horizontal 
screen means, bracket means mounted on said outer 
surface, clamping means mounted on said bracket 
means for swinging pivotal movement about a horizon 
tal axis between a ?rst position partially above said 
?ange means and a second position completely external 
of the outer surface of said cylindrical sidewall so that 
when in said ?rst position said clamping means is opera 
ble for clamping the peripheral surface of the screen to 
said flange means, an annular perforated plate extending 
inwardly from the inner surface of said cylindrical side 
wall and a plurality of tubular screen cleaning elements 
supported on said annular perforated plate having a 
lower end resting on said annular perforated plate and 
an upper end lightly engaging the lower surface of said 
screen means with said screen cleaning elements having 
a vertical axis and a center of gravity offset with respect 
to said vertical axis. 

14. The invention of claim 13, wherein said bracket 
means comprises ?rst and second parallel spaced 
bracket plates attached to the outer surface of said cy 
lindrical sidewall and having aligned apertures each 
consisting of a square upper portion and a larger sub 
stantially circular lower portion and said clamping 
means comprises a swing arm having a threaded rod 
attached to one end for adjustment toward or away 
from said screen means when in said ?rst position and a 
shaft of square cross-section on the opposite end of said 
swing arm received in the aligned apertures of said 
bracket plates with said shaft being matingly ?ttable in 
said square upper portion of the aperture to preclude 
rotation of the swing arm during a clamping operation 
or being loosely received in the substantially circular 
lower portion to permit pivotal movement of the swing 
arm between the ?rst and second positions. 

15. The invention of claim 13, wherein said screen 
cleaning elements each comprise a hollow generally 
cylindrical tube. 

16. The invention of claim 15, wherein said hollow 
generally cylindrical tube is formed of polyvinylchlo 
ride. 

17. A vibratory separator comprising frame means, a 
vibratory tub assembly mounted on said frame means by 
supporting spring means, a horizontal screen extending 
across an upper portion of said vibratory tub assembly, 
a vertically extending central housing provided axially 
with respect to said vibratory tub assembly, said central 
housing having a hollow interior and including support 
means removable supporting module consisting of a 
bearing housing axially within said central housing, a 
removable cap plate positioned over the upper end of 
said central housing whereby said bearing housing can 
be lifted upwardly from said central housing for re 
moval and replacement following removal of said cap 
plate, upper and lower bearing means mounted inter 
nally of said bearing housing, an eccentric support shaft 
mounted in said upper and lower bearing means in said 
bearing housing and extending coaxially with respect 
thereto, eccentric weights attached to the upper and 
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lower ends of said eccentric support shaft and motor 
means positioned externally of the central housing for 
imparting rotation to said eccentric support shaft and 
motor means positioned externally of the central hous 
ing for imparting rotation to said eccentric support shaft 
for effecting vibration of said vibratory tub assembly 
and wherein vertically extending central housing is of 
cylindrical con?guration and includes inwardly extend 
ing internal ?ange means for providing support for said 
bearing housing, said bearing housing is of cylindrical 
con?guration and has outwardly extending arm means 
resting on an removably connected to said inwardly 
extending ?ange means of said central houing, said 
vibratory tub assembly includes a cylindrical sidewall 
having an inner surface and an outer surface, an annular 
?oor panel connected at its outer periphery to a bottom 
portion of said cylindrical sidewall, ?ange means ex 
tending inwardly from the inner surface of said cylindri 
cal sidewall adjacent an upper edge portion thereof for 
supporting the peripheral surface of said screen means, 
clamping means for clamping the peripheral surface of 
the screen to said ?ange means, an annular perforated 
plate extending inwardly from the inner surface of said 
cylindrical sidewall and a plurality of tubular screen 
cleaning elements supported on said annular perforated 
plate having a lower end resting on said annular perfo 
rated plate and an upper end lightly engaging the lower 
surface of said screen means with said screen cleaning 
elements having a vertical axis and a center of gravity 
offset with respect to said vertical axis. 

18. A vibratory separator comprising frame means, a 
vibratory tub assembly mounted on said frame means by 
supporting spring means, a horizontal screen extending 
across an upper portion of said vibratory tub assembly, 
a vertically extending central housing provided axially 
with respect to said vibratory tub assembly, said central 
housing having a hollow interior and including support 
means removably supporting a module consisting of a 
bearing housing axially within said central housing, a 
removable cap plate positioned over the upper end of 
said central housing whereby said bearing housing can 
be lifted upwardly from said central housing for re 
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12 
moval and replacement following removal of said cap 
plate, upper and lower bearing means mounted inter 
nally of said bearing housing, an eccentric support shaft 
mounted in said upper and lower bearing means in said 
bearing housing and extending coaxially with respect 
thereto, eccentric weights attached to the upper and 
lower ends of said eccentric support shaft and motor 
means positioned externally of the central housing for 
imparting rotation to said eccentric support shaft for 
effecting vibration of said vibratory tub assembly and 
wherein said vertically extending central housing is of 
cylindrical con?guration and includes inwardly extend 
ing internal ?ange means for providing support for said 
bearing housing, said bearing housing is of cylindrical 
con?guration and has outwardly extending arm means 
resting on and removably connected to said inwardly 
extending ?ange means of said central housing, said 
vibratory tub assembly includes a cylindrical sidewall 
having inner and outer surfaces, an annular floor panel 
connected at its outer periphery to a bottom portion of 
said cylindrical sidewall, ?ange means extending in 
wardly from the inner surface of said cylindrical side 
wall adjacent an upper edge portion thereof for sup 
porting the peripheral surface of said screen means, 
bracket means mounted in said outer surface, clamping 
means mounted on said bracket means for swinging 
between a ?rst position partially above said ?ange 
means and a second position completely external of said 
cylindrical sidewall so that when in said ?rst position 
said clamping means is operable for clamping the pe 
ripheral surface of the screen to said ?ange means, an 
annular perforated plate extending inwardly from the 
inner surface of said cylindrical sidewall, a plurality of 
tubular screen cleaning elements supported on said 
annular perforated plate having a lower end resting on 
said annular perforated plate and an upper end lightly 
engaging the lower surface of said screen means with 
said screen cleaning elements having a vertical axis and 
a center of gravity offset with respect to said vertical 
3X18. 

* a: * at a: 


