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APPARATUS FOR PROVIDING EXTENDED 
VERSATILITY IN A KEY BOARD-CONTROLLED 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENT IN PITCH VARIATION, 
TONE ALTERATION CHARACTERISTICS AND 

THE LIKE 

The present invention relates to apparatus for pro 
ducing pitch variation, tone (including timbre) alter 
ation and related effects in musical instruments and the 
like, being more particularly directed to a keyboard 
instrument wherein sound is produced by depression of 
an individual longitudinally extending key of the key 
board and modi?ed by displacement longitudinally 
backward and forward in the plane of the key and cer 
tain extended versatilities of the instrument such as 
variable range of pitch bending, center compensation 
for individual players characteristics of key depression, 
and enabling second striking of the key by further pres 
sure. 

The present state of the art in keyboard musical in 
struments ranges from those instruments in which a 
constant pitch is created by each individual key and 
those instruments in which a vibrato effect may be cre 
ated by a horizontal oscillation of blocks of keys, as 
disclosed, for example, in US. Pat. Nos. 1,853,630 and 
l,9l4,93l, to instruments in which pitch variation or 
note-bending is achieved by longitudinal displacement 
of a depressed key, as disclosed in US. Pat. No. 
4,068,552. Each of these systems, and others, require 
substantial ear-hand feedback control for the player as 
well as limiting player ability to use more than one 
prearranged effect during a performance with little or 
no provision provided for personalized setting of con 
trol ranges for the various effects. 
An object of the invention is to provide a novel appa 

ratus that does not have the aforementioned limitations 
and provides for a variable range of effects such as pitch 
bending, to be produced. 
Another object is to provide a novel apparatus for 

center compensation for individual players characteris 
tics of key depression. 
A further object is to provide a novel apparatus for 

enabling and disabling additional effects during the the 
continuation of one or more occurring effects, such as 
re-striking a “bent” or pitch variant note. 
A still further object is to provide a novel apparatus 

for displacement compensation for individual player 
characteristics of involuntary key displacement. 
Other and further objects will be explained hereinaf 

ter and are more particularly delineated in the appended 
claims. 

In summary, however, from one of its broad aspects, 
the invention contemplates a novel keyboard-operated 
tone-producing apparatus having, in combination, key 
board means the keys of which are mounted for down 
ward depression to effect tone production in the appara 
tus and for longitudinal sliding to alter or bend the tone; 
electronic digital signal processor means; tone-generat 
ing means; pressure sensing means responsive to key 
depression to produce signals corresponding thereto for 
application to the signal processor means to produce 
corresponding digital signals applied to generate tones 
from the tone-generating means; means for causing the 
pressure sensing means to provide the same signal refer 
ence, upon key depression, irrespective of the point of 
pressure along the path of longitudinal sliding of the 
key; and means controlled in response to the last-named 
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2 
means and cooperative with the signal processor means 
as it controls the tone-generating means to produce one 
or all of variable range bending of the tone, center com 
pensation for differing player techniques of key depres 
sion, and second striking of the key while depressed for 
second tone generation. Preferred details and structures 
are hereinafter more particularly described. 
The invention will now be described with reference 

to the accompanying drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is an exploded view ofa pressure and longitu 

dinal sensor arrangement coupled to a longitudinally 
displaceable key. 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the relationship 

between the sensors, electronic processor and tone gen 
erator. 

FIGS. 3, 4, 5 and 7 are graphs illustrating relation 
ships between distance of key motion and pitch varia 
tion according to the present invention. 
FIG. 6 is a ?owchart diagram describing the initial 

ization procedure for center compensation for individ 
ual players characteristics of key depression. 

In the embodiment of FIG. 1, the number 1 refers to 
a key system of a tone producing apparatus, having a 
key 2 with both longitudinal displacement and pressure 
sensors attached therewith. The key 2 has a playing 
surface 3 which is used for depressing the key 2 onto the 
pressure sensor and longitudinally displacing the key 2. 
The key 2 is centrally supported by a rocker assembly 4 
composed of a coil spring 5 located within a rocker 
body 6. The rocker body has an upper curved portion 
for providing a rolling or rocker motion and a tapering 
lower portion having a hole 7 at a point furthest from 
the key 2 to be aligned with a hole 8 of a leaf spring 9 
which is secured to the frame (not shown) of the key 
board tone producing apparatus. With the hole 7 and 
the hole 8 concentrically aligned, a pin member (not 
shown) may be inserted through the aligned holes 7 and 
8 to secure the rocker 4 to the leaf spring 9 and there 
fore to the frame of the apparatus. 
The key 2 has an internal slot 10 for receiving a por 

tion of the rocker 4, and a pin 11 extending transversely 
through the slot 10 for attachment to the coil spring 5 of 
the rocker assembly 4. The other end of the coil spring 
5 is attached to the pin member (not shown) that con 
nects the rocker 4 to the leaf spring 9 through aligned 
holes 7 and 8 such that in a non-longitudinally displaced 
key 2 position, the point of contact of the coil spring 5 
at the pin through holes 7 and 8, pin 11 and a point T, 
that is directly and linearly above the contact point of 
the coil spring 5 and the pin 11, are all linearly aligned. 
The coil spring 5 has a length less than the radius of 
curvature of the upper portion of the rocker body 6 
such that when the key 2 is displaced longitudinally the 
three linearly aligned points (point T, and the coil 
spring 5 contact points at pin 11 and at holes 7 and 8) 
will be displaced out of alignment, causing the coil 
spring 5 to produce a restoring force to re-align the key 
2 in a non-longitudinally displaced position. 
The key 2, at one end, is additionally supported by a 

second rocker assembly 12, composed of a generally 
perpendicularly extending cylindrical member 13 with 
an integral pin portion 14 at one end of the cylindrical 
member 12, that is inserted into holes 15 of the key 2. 
The other end of the cylindrical member 13 has an 
integral pin portion 16 that is inserted into the holes 17 
of bracket 18 which is secured to the frame (not shown) 
of the keyboard tone producing apparatus. The pin 
members 14 and 16 are generally formed as mutually 
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parallel, non-skewed pin segments and each are at 
tached to the cylindrical member 13 at a 90° angle at 
their respective midpoints. The bracket 18 is secured to 
the frame in such a manner that when the key 2 is in a 
non~longitudinally displaced position, the longitudi 
nally extending cylindrical member 13 of the second 
rocker assembly 12 is essentially perpendicular to the 
key 2 and the pin members 14 and 16 are pinned perpen 
dicular to the direction of longitudinal displacement of 
the key. 

Additionally, the longitudinal displacement of the 
key 2 is limited by stop member 19 which is composed 
of a perpendicularly extending pin member 20, that is 
inserted into a slot 21 in the key 2, which is secured to 
a base member 22, in turn is secured to the frame (not 
shown) of the tone producing apparatus. Therefore, 
with the described arrangement, the rocker assembly 4 
and the second rocker assembly 12 secure the key 2 to 
the frame of the keyboard tone producing apparatus 
while providing for limited longitudinal displacement 
of the key 2. 
The key system 1 has a pressure sensor apparatus, 

generally designated by the number 23, for providing a 
reference signal at any point within the path of longitu 
dinal displacement of the key 2, once the key 2 has been 
depressed. The pressure sensor apparatus includes the 
rocker assembly 4 connected to an electrically conduc 
tive leaf spring 9. The leaf spring 9 has a layer of dielec 
tric material such as a 2 mil thickness of “Thermalfilm” 
produced by Thermalloy Co., Dallas, Tex, adhered to 
the surface of the leaf spring 9 furthest from the key 2, 
such as at surface 24, and separating the electrically 
conductive leaf spring 9 from a variable thickness or 
tapered pad of electrically conductive deformable mate 
rial, such as conductive rubber pad 25. The leaf spring 
9 and the conductive pad 25 act as two plates of a capac 
itor, which is a portion of a signal reference circuit (not 
shown), such that sufficient proximity between the 
spring 9 and the pad 25 will exceed a threshold capaci 
tance and be regarded as a striking of the key 2. Addi 
tionally, when sufficient downward force is placed on 
the key 2, the force will be transmitted to the spring 9, 
and the dielectric material at 24, compressing the ta 
pered rubber pad 25. As the variable width or tapered 
rubber pad 25 is compressed, a greater surface area of 
the conductive rubber is brought into close proximity 
with the spring 9 and therefore a greater capacitance 
effect, producing different signal results proportionate 
to the pressure on the key 2. Additionally, since the 
pressure sensor apparatus 23 includes the rocker assem 
bly 4 and the plates of the sensor capacitor (spring 9 and 
pad 25) are secured in the same position irrespective of 
longitudinal motion of the key 2, the pressure sensor 
will provide the same signal reference to pressure at any 
point within the path of longitudinal displacement of 
the key, once the key has been depressed. 
The key system 1 is also provided with a longitudinal 

displacement sensor generally designated by the num 
ber 26. The longitudinal displacement sensor 26 in 
cludes a non-conductive cylindrical push-rod 27 se 
curely connected to the longitudinally extending cylin 
drical member 13 of the second rocker assembly 12 such 
that the push<rod 27 extends generally parallel to the 
body of the key 2 and perpendicular to the cylindrical 
member 13. concentrically disposed about the push-rod 
27 is a nonconductive cylindrical sleeve 28, shown par 
tially cut away for interior detail, that is wrapped by 
conductive wire 29 to form two co-linear, linearly dis 
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placed equal magnitude inductors I1 and I; which form 
part of a signal reference circuit of well-known types 
(not shown). Inside the cylindrical sleeve 28, the push 
rod 27 is concentrically connected to a conductive 
member, such as a cylindrical shaped ferrite slug 30, 
such that the push-rod 27 and slug 30 can move longitu 
dinally within the sleeve 28. 
When the key 2 is in a non-longitudinally displaced 

position, the slug 30 is supported by the push-rod 27 in 
connection with the second rocker assembly 12 at a 
position between the two inductors I1 and 1;. Since the 
inductors I1 and I; have the same base inductance, a 
signal passing through the inductors I1 and I2 and there 
fore to the signal reference circuitry is balanced when 
the key 2 is not displaced. When the key 2 is longitudi 
nally displaced, however, the ferrite slug 30 is propor 
tionally longitudinally displaced Within the sleeve 28 
and increases the inductance of the inductor I1 or I; 
where the ferrite slug 30 is located. When the induc 
tance of one of the inductors I1 and I2 is increased, it 
produces a proportional decrease in the signal passing 
through the affected inductor I1 or I; and a proportional 
increase in the opposing inductor I2 or I1, such unbal 
anced signal being sensed by the signal reference cir 
cuit. Therefore the longitudinal displacement sensor 26, 
coupled with the second rocker assembly 12, provides a 
variable reluctance system that creates a signal propor 
tional to the longitudinal displacement of the key 2. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, the pressure sensor and 
displacement sensor, including sufficient circuitry to 
form a signal reference circuit for each sensor, are con 
nected to an electronic digital processing means, such as 
a microprocessing unit (MPU). The microprocessing 
unit accepts the signal references from the pressure and 
displacement sensors for each key and provides a refer 
ence signal to a tone (sound) generating circuit. Due to 
the nature of the novel pressure sensor which provides 
the same signal reference to pressure at any point within 
the path of longitudinal displacement of the key cou 
pled with the electronic digital processing means, 
which receives signals as to the longitudinal displace 
ment of the key, certain novel and unexpected advan 
tages occur. 
One such advantage is that the range of pitch bending 

that occurs over a given longitudinal displacement may 
be varied without reconstruction of the instrument. 
FIGS. 3 and 4- illustrate by way of example a relation 
ship between distance D, as the key moves longitudi 
nally, and the corresponding change in the musical 
pitch P or other controlled variable. In FIG. 3, a first 
gradual proportional relationship shown as curve A can 
be re-set, without hard-ware modi?cation or replace 
ment of electronic or mechanical parts, to provide a 
gradual proportional note bending relationship as 
shown in curve B where the same longitudinal displace 
ment of the key 2 provides a lower degree of pitch 
variation or note bending. Additionally, as shown in 
FIG. 4, complex relationships may be included or sub 
stituted for simple displacement-note bending relation 
ships. 
A second advantage allows for center compensation 

for individual players’ characteristics of key depression. 
Speci?cally, although the keys are designed to be nor 
mally struck or actuated by a downward force, without 
longitudinal displacement (although a player may dis 
place the key prior to activation to produce an origi 
nally bent note), an individual player may inadvertently 
strike a key causing longitudinal displacement and sub 
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sequent inadvertent note bending. However, with the 
novel con?guration of the present invention, the user 
may strike the key prior to normal operation to deter 
mine the user's individual inadvertent displacement 
characteristics. Subsequently, the system will adjust the 
displacement-note bending relationship to best suit the 
user. For example, in FIG. 5, a player has chosen a 
directly linear displacement-note bending relationship 
shown as line F with speci?c maximum changes in pitch 
for each maximum displacement. Providing the player 
strikes the key without longitudinal displacement, the 
point of contact of note generation would be at point B, 
with the displacement-note bending relationship as 
shown in curve F. However, the player may tend to 
draw that key somewhat towards himself, which would 
normally result in the generation of an inadvertent bent 
note. Therefore, to compensate for this inadvertent 
displacement, the player strikes the key prior to playing 
the instrument and ?nds that normal downward motion 
produces a displacement as shown by the point G. The 
system compensates for this inadvertent displacement 
by ?tting the curve to the required maximum-minimum 
and proportional-displacement-pitch variation criteria 
and produces a ?tted curve H for actual playing. At this 
time, when curve H represents the existing displace 
ment-note bending relationship, if the key is struck 
without any longitudinal displacement, as shown by 
point J, a bent note with lower pitch will be created. A 
flow chart showing the procedure for initializing the 
key offset and range for use with a display output for 
the MPU is included as FIG. 6. 
A third advantage enables secondary triggering of 

the key 2, for example, to re-activate or re-strike the key 
2 without removing pressure from the key 2 during 
operation. Speci?cally, a second threshold level of ca 
pacitance can be de?ned for the pressure sensor 23 to 
retrigger the key, such that suf?cient downward force 
will compress the pad 25, thereby increasing the capaci 
tance of the pressure sensor 23 and providing a signal 
above the designated second threshold level. 

Additionally, since the microprocessor unit samples 
the signals provided by the pressure sensor at prese 
lected intervals, separate effects can be produced de 
pending on the relative speed of pressure increase or 
decrease. For example, a rapid release of pressure on 
the key might be interpreted, through proper instruc 
tional coding, as a desired release of the key 2. As pre 
de?ned, the intended release of pressure would suggest 
that even though the restoring force provided by the 
rocker assembly 4 will move the key 2 back to a center 
non-longitudinally displaced position, the tone (sound) 
desired is the tone that was being produced prior to any 
rapid pressure release. Therefore, rapid key release will 
provide the same tone during decay that was produced 
prior to release; yet slow pressure release would still 
allow continual note bending characteristics during 
longitudinal displacement. Also, the speed of initial 
pressure can be sampled to provide additional tonal 
characteristics, such as providing a volume of initial 
note attack directly proportional to the speed of initial 
contacting pressure. 
Another feature provided by the novel interrelation 

ship between the pressure sensor and microprocessor 
unit, with longitudinal displacement signals as a control 
solves the problem of inadvertent key motion or im 
proper longitudinal holding. Such a situation would 
exist when, for example, after a desired tone is pro 
duced, small variations in key motion-such as pro 
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6 
duced involuntarily by a player’s ?ngers when other 
keys are moved—change the output tone from the de 
sired tone. Two solutions, which are mutually compata 
ble, allow the microprocessor unit, as a signal process 
ing means, to interpret a particular longitudinal dis 
placement as an attempt to reach the nearest semitone 
or other prede?ned tonal speci?cation, such as a prede 
termined ?xed pitch, and therefore providing signals to 
the tone generator to provide the nearest semitone. The 
second solution, which may be used in conjunction with 
the pitch ?xing operation described above is the provi 
sion of a deadband or area of longitudinal motion where 
no tone variation occurs. In the deadband solution, an 
area is de?ned around the longitudinal position, after a 
suf?cient time in that location has expired (such as a 
second) to ensure that the existing longitudinal position 
is the one desired and not simply one position in an 
active shifting of pitch, in which slight longitudinal 
displacement will result in the same tone produced. 
Speci?cally, in reference to FIG. 7, the curve K repre 
sents the distance of key displacement relationship to 
pitch variation as shown in FIGS. 3-5. The point L on 
curve K represents the tone-displacement position of 
the system after a speci?ed time. Curve portion M rep 
resents the movable deadband area created by the mi 
croprocessor unit that brackets the point L such that 
small displacements of the key result in no tone or pitch 
variation. When the key is displaced out of the dead 
band region, or if the deadband parameter is turned 
off—~such as by increased pressure retriggering of the 
key—the curve will return to a smooth directly propor 
tional relationship without the imposed deadband. 

Further modi?cations will also occur to those skilled 
in the art, and such are considered to fall within the 
spirit and scope of the invention as de?ned in the ap 
pended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A keyboard-operated tone-producing apparatus 

having, in combination, keyboard means the keys of 
which are mounted for downward depression to effect 
tone production in the apparatus and for longitudinal 
sliding to alter or bend the tone; electronic digital signal 
processor means; tone-generating means; pressure sens 
ing means responsive to key depression to produce 
signals corresponding thereto for application to the 
signal processor means to produce corresponding digi 
tal signals applied to generate tones from the tone 
generating means; means for causing the pressure sens 
ing means to provide the same signal reference, upon 
key depression, irrespective of the point of pressure 
along the path of longitudinal sliding of the key; and 
means controlled in response to the last-named means 
and cooperative with the signal processor means as it 
controls the tone-generating means to produce one or 
all of variable range bending of the tone, center com 
pensation for differing player techniques of key depres 
sion, and second striking of the key while depressed for 
second tone generation. 

2. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 and in which 
the pressure sensing means provides a reference signal 
proportional to the pressure on the key. 

3. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 and in which 
the pressure-sensing means comprises capacitor means 
variable in response to depression of the key, with 
means provided responsive to a predetermined thresh 
old of depression to represent the striking of the key. 

4. An apparatus as claimed in claim 3 and in which 
means is provided responsive to a second or greater 
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pressure on the key further to vary the capacitance of 
the capacitor means to generate a second signal repre 
senting said second striking. 

5. An apparatus as claimed in claim 3 and in which 
the key depressing mechanism and the capacitor means 
are secured in the same position irrespective of 1ongitu~ 
dinal movement of the key. 

6. An apparatus as claimed in claim 3 and in which 
the pressure sensing means comprises a rocker assembly 
connected to an electrically conductive leaf spring serv 
ing as one of the electrodes of said capacitor means and 
separated from but moveable by key depression 
towards another electrode, with dielectric therebe 
tween. 

7. An apparatus as claimed in claim 6 and in which 
the other electrode is resilient and of variable width 
facing the said one electrode to permit variable area of 
capacitance with increased pressure on the key. 

8. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 and in which 
the keys are further provided with longitudinal dis 
placement sensor means for producing further signals 
corresonding to the longitudinal displacement of the 
key, and means for applying the same to said signal 
processor means further to control the tone—generating 
means to change the pitch of the tone in predetermined 
range in a rising or falling manner as the longitudinal 
sliding movement of the key is effected toward or away 
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8 
from the player, resulting in said note-bending of the 
tone. 

9. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 and in which 
means is provided for adjusting the displacement sensor 
means to accommodate for different player key depres 
sion characteristics by adjusting the effective center 
position of player key contact. 

10. An apparatus as claimed in claim 8 and in which 
means is provided for compensating for inadvertent 
longitudinal sliding of the key during depression. 

11. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 and in which 
means is provided for enabling the same tone generation 
from the tone-generating means upon relatively rapid 
release of the depressed key as if the key remained de~ 
pressed, while enabling longitudinal sliding note-bend 
ing displacement of the key during relatively slow re 
lease of the depressed key. 

12. An apparatus as claimed in claim 8 and in which 
means associated with the signal processor means is 
provided for responding to a particular degree of longi 
tudinal sliding displacement of a key to continue the 
tone-generating means to generate the nearest predeter 
mined ?xed pitch. 

13. An apparatus as claimed in claim 8 and in which 
means is provided for providing a deadband of tone 
variation by the tone-generating means for a limited 
range of longitudinal sliding displacement of a key. 

* * * * * 


