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PLAYGROUND TUBE. SLIDE 

This is a division of application Ser. No. 183,049, ?led 
Sept. 2, 1980. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A tube playground slide is desirable as it protects the 
bed surface from the sun’s rays and also makes the chil 
dren sit down when using it. Sections of the slide have 
necessarily been straight since it is very dif?cult and 
thus not feasible to make them curved. A tube slide is 
needed that is more interesting than a straight slide and 

, has the ?exibility of being designed into various con?g 
urations. Furthermore, some physical locations for 
slides will not permit the length required for a straight 
slide and thus the curved sections would be desirable to 
keep the slide traf?c within the boundaries of the play 
ground area. A tube slide, to be practical, also must be 
inexpensive to manufacture, assemble and maintain. It 
should have a minimum number of component parts and 
should have considerable ?exibility to permit a variety 
of slide con?gurations. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The tube slide of this invention basically includes a 

combination of metal tube straight sections connected 
to curved sections through laterally extending annular 
?anges bolted together. The curved sections are formed 
from identical half sections fastened together along the 
length thereof through laterally extending ?anges. The 
connection between sections allows complete rotation 
of one section relative to the other such that the curved 
sections may extend in either of opposite directions to 
form an L slide. 
A straight and curved section may be connected to a 

second straight and curved section to provide an S 
shaped slide. 
The curved sections are formed from ?berglass and 

are provided with a metal bed surface formed from 
shingled metal members matingly engaging the inside 
surface of the bottom half section. Fastening means 
extend through the bottom half section and underlie the 
lower end of the adjacent upper metal member. 
The slide does not include any sharp metal edges 

exposed and the annular mating fastened together radi 
ally extending ?anges are covered by a pair of L-shaped 
annular protective members. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an L-shaped slide of 

this invention. 
FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the curved 

section. 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary top plan view thereof. 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 4-4 

in FIG. 3. 
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 5-5 

in FIG. 3. 
FIG. 6 is a reduced in scale top plan view showing 

the L-shaped slide extending in either of opposite direc 
tions. 

FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIG. 6 but showing an 
S-shaped slide con?guration. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The playground tube slide of this invention is re 
ferred to generally in FIG. 1 by the reference numeral 
10 and includes a deck structure 12 which provides 
access to the upper end of the slide unit 14. 
The slide unit 14 includes basically a combination of 

straight metal tube sections 16 and curved ?berglass 
tube sections 18 interconnected by bolts 20 extending 
through mating radially extending annular ?anges 22 
and 24 on the straight and curved sections, respectively. 
The curved section 18 is formed from identical half 

sections 30 and 32 arranged as upper and bottom sec 
tions respectively. Longitudinally extending lateral side 
?anges 34 are matingly engaged and secured together 
by fasteners 36. 
A smooth bed surface is provided by shingled metal 

members 38 matingly engaging the inside surface of the 
bottom half section 32. Bolt or other fastening means 40 
extend through the upper ends of the metal member 38 
and underlie the lower ends of the adjacent overlying 
metal member so as to avoid any sharp surfaces. It is not 
readily possible to fabricate one single length of curved 
metal material unless the shorter shingled bed members 
38 are an acceptable alternative. 
The metal radially extending annular ?anges 22 and 

24 each include an annular aluminum L-shaped in cross 
section protective cover 50 which meet along abutting 
edges as seen in FIG. 3. This eliminates any sharp edges 
that might otherwise injure the user of the slide. The 
bolts 20 connect the covers to the ?anges 22 and 24. As 
can be seen in FIG. 4, rounded corners 51 are provided 
which are safe for contact with the user. 

FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate several possible design con 
?gurations with FIG. 6 showing an L-shaped slide ex 
tending in opposite directions, as indicated by the solid 
and dash lines. FIG. 7 comprises basically four sections, 
two straight and two curved to provide an S-shaped 
slide. It is seen that through the use of the mating end 
?anges 22 and 24 on the straight metal tube 16 and the 
curved tube section 18, respectively, it is possible to 
turn one tube relative to the other to any desired posi 
tion. 
The lowermost tube section will include an end apron 

60 U-shaped in cross section with a radially annular 
?ange 62 for connection to the ?ange 24, as seen in FIG. 
2. A protective tube 64 extends along the side edges. 
Further, appropriate support posts 70 and 72 are pro 
vided along the length of the slide 10. 

I claim: ' 

1. A playground tube slide comprising, 
an elevated deck, 
an elongated slide bed extending from said deck to 

the ground, said slide bed including a plurality of 
straight and curved tube sections connected 
together in end-to-end relation, 

said curved tube sections including identical top and 
bottom half sections interconnected by fastening 
means engaging laterally outwardly extending 
?anges along the length of said top and bottom 
half sections. 

each tube section further comprising laterally out 
wardly extending accurate end ?ange on the oppo 
site ends of said top and bottom half sections, 
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the end ?anges on one end of said curved tube section 
being connected to the end ?anges on one end of 
another tube section so that said curved tube sec 
tion turns in one lateral direction, said curved tube 
section being adapted to be turned in the opposite 
lateral direction by rotating said curved tube sec-‘ 
tion relative to said another tube section with the 
top and bottom half sections becoming the bottom 
and top half sections respectively, and 

a contoured apron open from above having protec 
tive handrail means and a laterally outwardly ex 
tending arcuate end ?ange on its upper end adjust 
ably connected to the end ?ange of the lower end 
of said slide bed for safe exiting from said slide. 

2. A playground tube slide comprising, 
an elevated deck, 
an elongated slide bed extending from said deck to I 

the ground, said slide bed including a plurality of 
tube sections connected together in end-to-end 
relation, 
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4 
said tube sections including identical top and bottom 

sides, 
each tube section including laterally outwardly ex 

tending arcuate end ?anges on the opposite ends 
thereof, 

at least one of said tube sections having a curved 
center axis, thereby providing a curved tube sec 
tion, and 

the end ?ange on one end of said curved tube section 
being connected to the end ?ange on one end of 
another tube section so that said curved tube sec 
tion turns in one lateral direction, said curved tube 
section being adapted to be turned in the opposite 
lateral direction by rotating said curved tube sec 
tion relative to said another tube section with the 
top and bottom sides becoming the bottom and top 
sides respectively, and 

a contoured apron open from above having protec 
tive handrail means and a laterally outwardly ex 
tending arcuate end ?ange on its upper end adjust 
ably connected to the end ?ange of the lower end 
of said slide bed for safe exiting from said slide. 

* * Ill * * 


