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[57] ABSTRACT 
Disclosed is a UV-curable coating composition and 
method of preparing it, a method of coating a conductor 

with it, and the resulting coated conductor. The compo 
sition comprises about 20 to about 40% by weight of an 
acrylated epoxy which is the reaction product of an 
epoxy resin and an acrylate adduct. The acrylate adduct 
is the reaction product of an acrylate which may be 
either 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate, 2-hydroxypropyl acry 
late, 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate or mixture thereof, 
and either an anhydride or a diisocyanate. The anhy 
dride may be phthalic anhydride, maleic anhydride, 
trimellitic anhydride, or mixtures thereof. The diisocya 
nate can be toluene diisocyanate, 4,4’-diisocyanato di 
phenyl methane, or mixtures thereof. The composition 
also includes about 4 to about 15% by weight of an 
acrylated blocked isocyanate which is the reaction 
product of caprolactam and an acrylated isocyanate. 
The acrylated isocyanate is the reaction product of an 
acrylate which can be Z-hydroxyethyl acrylate, 2 
hydroxypropyl acrylate, Z-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, 
or mixtures thereof, with an isocyanate which can be 
toluene diisocyanate, 4,4’-diisocyanato diphenyl meth 
ane, or mixtures thereof. The composition also includes 
about 45 to about 65% by weight of a mono-acrylate of 
which at least 60% by weight is phenoxyethyl acrylate, 
about 5 to about 20% by weight of a polyacrylate of 
which at least about 50% is triethylene glycol diacry 
late, about 2 to about 5% of a photoinitiator, and about 
0.05 to about 0.3% by weight of an inhibitor. 

34 Claims, No Drawings 
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UV CURABLE COMPOSITION AND COIL 
COATINGS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In the manufacture of insulated strip conductor for 
transformers, bare metal strips are coated with a resin, 
the resin is cured, and the coated strips are wound into 
supply coils. Coated strips are typically made by passing 
bare aluminum strip through a solvent-based enamel, 
then into a heating tower to evaporate the solvent and 
cure the enamel. Typically, about three passes are re 
quired to obtain a sufficiently thick build on the strips to 
provide adequate insulation. This process is not as eco 
nomical as it might be because heat is needed to evapo 
rate the solvent, and the solvent must then be collected 
or incinerated to prevent environmental pollution. 
A 100% solids enamel can also be used for coating 

the strips. Such enamels can be prepared by using a 
monomer instead of a solvent. An oligomer is dissolved 
in the monomer and the monomer then reacts with the 
oligomer during cure. While this eliminates the solvent, 
these enamels cure slowly and some of the monomer is 
still lost to evaporation. 
Another difficulty in formulating suitable composi 

tions for this purpose, is that it is dif?cult to find poly 
mers which are stable in the hot oil environment of 
transformers. Oil-filled transformers contain paper insu 
lation which releases water when the transformer is in 
operation. The hot water then hydrolyzes the polymer 
coated on the strips, especially if they are condensation 
polymers. The problem is aggravated by the presence of 
acid. The acid degrades the paper, releasing still more 
acid, a chain reaction which can rapidly destroy the 
paper insulation. An acid also accelerates an aqueous 
attack against a condensation polymer. Acid acceptors 
are usually added to neutralize the acid, but if the pH in 
any area of the transformer is too high or too low, the 
polymer in that area may be attacked by hydrolysis. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

We have discovered an ultraviolet curable composi 
tion which is particularly suitable for coating the strip 
conductors used in forming transformer coils. The com 
position of this invention is completely solventless and 
therefore avoids the problems of energy consumption in 
heating and evaporating the solvent, solvent pollution, 
and the cost of solvents. The composition produces 
smooth, uniform coatings and does not require critical 
control of the speed of the strip under the ultraviolet 
lights to be successfully applied. 
The most extraordinary property of coatings pro 

duced with the compositions of this invention isv the 
unexpectedly long thermal life that the coatings have in 
an oil-filled transformer. Surprisingly, the coatings per 
form better than the formvar wire enamel standard (a 
polyvinyl formal blend which usually contains a pheno 
lic resin, an isocyanate, and a melamine formaldehyde 
resin) which still is used in transformers. In tests which 
were performed on transformers under extreme temper 
ature conditions, coatings made according to this inven 
tion remained intact long after the other components of 
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the transformer had failed. This was a rather unusual ' 
?nding because when the coatings were tested in air 
they did not exhibit such an extraordinarily long ther 
mal life, so that one could not have predicted that they 
would have this property in a transformer. 
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RELEVANT ART 

US. Pat. No. 4,221,686 discloses an ultraviolet radia 
tion curable printing ink which is the reaction product 
of (1) a compound prepared by reacting an unsaturated 
monobasic acid such as acrylic acid with a polyisocya 
nate compound such as toluene diisocyanate and (2) a 
compound prepared by reacting an epoxy compound 
with an unsaturated monobasic acid. The curing is ac 
complished by ultraviolet irradiation in the presence of 
benzoin methyl ester, a photoinitiator. 
US. Pat. No. 3,373,221 discloses a composition pre 

pared by reacting a polyepoxide with an unsaturated 
mono- or di-carboxylic acid followed by reacting the 
resultant product with an organic poly-isocyanate. ' 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The composition of this invention is prepared by 
blending a number of separate components, some of 
which must be specially prepared in several reactions. 

In the first step of this invention an anhydride or 
isocyanate acrylate adduct is prepared by reacting an 
acrylate with an anhydride or a diisocyanate. Acrylates 
which are useful in preparing the anhydride or isocya 
nate acrylate adduct are 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate, 2 
hydroxypropyl acrylate, 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, 
and mixtures thereof. Of these three acrylates, 2 
hydroxyethyl acrylate and Z-hydroxypropyl acrylate 
are preferred as they react faster in the ?nal UV cure. 
The anhydrides which can be used are phthalic anhy 
dride, maleic anhydride, trimellitic anhydride, and mix 
tures thereof. Trimellitic anhydride is preferred because 
it results in a dicarboxylic acid after the adduct forma 
tion which does not end block as the monocarboxylic 
acids produced by other two anhydrides do. The reac 
tion of the hydroxy acrylate with the anhydride occurs 
with the hydroxy] group of the acrylate, opening the 
anhydride ring to produce an anhydride acrylate adduct 
having an ester linkage with a carboxylic group at one 
end and an acrylate group at the other: 

The reaction of the anhydride with the acrylate can be 
conducted at 120° C. for an hour and a half; if trimellitic 
anhydride and 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate arev used the 
reaction is complete at an acid number of 364. One 
mole, i 10 mole % of the anhydride is used per mole of 
the hydroxy acrylate to prepare the anhydride acrylate 
adduct. 
An isocyanate acrylate adduct can be prepared by 

reacting the hydroxy acrylate with a diisocyanate. The 
diisocyanates which can be used are toluene diisocya 
nate, 4,4'-diisocyanato diphenyl methane, or mixtures 
thereof. One mole of the diisocyanate, :1 mole %, is 
reacted with each mole of the acrylate. The reaction 
occurs between the isocyanate group and the hydroxy] 
group of the acrylate. The product is an isocyanate 
acrylate adduct having a urethane linkage with an iso 
cyanate group at one end and an acrylate group at the 
other: 
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The reaction of the diisocyanate with'the acrylate oc 
curs at about 70° C. and is complete in about 1 to 2 
hours. The acrylate adduct is preferably prepared by 
reaction of the'anhydride with the acrylate rather than 
by reaction of the.diisocyanate'with the acrylate be-, 
cause the'anhydride acrylate adduct produces better 
properties in the coating. Both reactions should be per 
formed in the presence of an‘ acrylate polymerization 
inhibitor, preferably benzoquinone or hydroquinone, 
which should be present whenever an acrylate is being 
reacted and its polymerization (cure) is not desired. The 
inhibitor ‘remains present with the acrylate adduct reac 
tion products for use in subsequent reactions. 

In the next step‘of this invention the anhydride acry 
late adduct, isocyanate acrylate adduct, or mixture 
thereof is reacted with an epoxy resin to produce an 
acrylated epoxy. Any epoxy may be used, including 
bisphenol A epoxies, bisphenol S epoxies, hydantoin 
epoxies, epoxy 'novolacs, cycloaliphatic epoxies, or 
mixtures thereof. BisphenolA' epoxies are preferred as 
they give the best ?exibility and the toughest coatings. 
The epoxy resin should have an epoxy equivalent 
weight (E.E.W.) of about 1500 to about 5000 as_below 
1500 the coatings are too brittle and above 5000 the 
composition is too vviscous. ' 
The reaction of the acrylate adduct with the epoxy 

resin is conducted in a solution of acrylate monomers to 
reduce the viscosity. About 40 to about 60% by'weight 
of the total of the acrylate adduct, the epoxy resin, and 
the monomer, should be mixed monomers. The compo 
sition of the acrylate monomer mixture ranges from 
‘about 70 to about 90% by weight mono-acrylate and 
about 10 to about 30%-polyacrylate. If less than 70% 
mono-acrylate is'used, 'the resulting coating will lose 
heat shock" resistance and if more than 90% mono-acry 
late is used the coating has poorer cut-through resis 
tance. At least about 60% of the mono-acrylate used in 
the entire composition should be phenoxyethyl acrylate 
as it has the best solvent power in the composition and 
produces more ?exible coatings. Another monoacrylate 
which can be used is dicyclopentadiene acrylate. At 
least about 50% of the polyacrylate used in the overall 
composition should be tetraethylene glycol diacrylate 
as that polyacrylate does not reduce'the ?exibility of the 
coatings as much as other polyacrylates. Other suitable 
‘polyacrylates include trimethylolpropane‘ triacrylate, 
hexanediol diacrylate, and neopentyl glycol diacrylate. 
The polyacrylate need not be added at this step but may ‘ 
be added at anotherv point in forming the composition, 
and is preferably not added until‘the ?nal blend is pr‘e-J 
‘pared. 

If the acrylate adduct is prepared from an anhydride, 
then 1 equivalent of carboxyl in the acrylate adduct, 
‘1 10 equivalent %, is reacted with 2 equivalents of the 
epoxy resin'to make the acrylated epoxy. The reaction 
of the anhydride'acrylate adduct with‘ the epoxy resin 
can occur at about‘ 140° to about 150° C. for about 1 to 
about 2 hours; the reaction is complete when anacid 
number- is reached of less than 3. The reaction is be 
lieved to occur‘ between one 'of the epoxy groups on the 
epoxy resin and the carboxyl group of the acrylate 
adduct to produce an acrylated epoxy having an ester 
linkage: . 
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If the acrylate adduct is prepared from a diisocya 
nate, vthen 1 equivalent of the acrylate adduct, :10 
mole %, is reacted with 1 equivalent of the epoxy resin. 
The reaction is believed to occur between the isocya 
nate group and the hydroxyl group of the epoxy resin to 
produce an acrylated epoxy- having a urethane linkage: 

The reaction betweenthe epoxy resin andan isocyanate 
acrylate adduct will occur at l20°> after about 1 hour. 

In the :nextstepof this invention, an isocyanate hy 
droxy acrylate. adduct, prepared as described above, is 
reacted with caprolactam to produce an acrylated 
blocked isocyanate. About 1 mole of caprolactam is 
reacted per mole of acrylate adduct, :1 mole %. The 
reaction will occur at-l00° C.>for about‘ 1 hour. The 
reaction is believed to. occur-between‘ the isocyanate 
group and an ‘active hydrogen" on the caprolactam ring 
to form a urethane‘linkage. ' 

”. 
O 

In this reaction, inhibitors should also be present as 
before to prevent the polymerization of the acrylate 
.groupsqAlso, about 20m about 40%, by weight of a 
monomernbased on the total weight of the acrylated 
blocked isocyanate and the monomer, should be present 
to solubilize the product. 7 

In the next step of this invention, the acrylated epoxy 
and.ythe acrylated blocked isocyanate are blended with 
the other components of. the composition which have 
not already been added to those. two components. This 
includes a photoinitiator which may be benzoin ether, 
2,2-dimethoxy-2-phenyl acetophenone, or other com 
mon -UV photoinitiators. Other optional components 
which may be added include an acrylated hexamethox 
ymethylmelamine, an acrylated urethane, or mixtures 
thereof for a higher thermoplastic ?ow,temperature 



4,481,258 
5 

(cut through); preparation of these materials is de 
scribed in Examples 17 and 18. 
The overall composition comprises about 20 to about 

40% of the acrylated epoxy, about 4 to about 15% by 
weight of the acrylated blocked isocyanate, about 45 to 
about 65% of the monoacrylate, of which at least 60% 
is phenoxyethyl acrylate, about 5 to about 20% poly 
acrylate, of which at least 50% is tetraethylene glycol 
diacrylate, about 2 to about 5% photoinitiator, about 
0.05 to 0.3% inhibitor, and up to about 30% of an acry 
lated hexamethoxymethylmelamine, an acrylated ure~ 
thane, or mixture thereof. If less than 20% of the acry 
lated epoxy is used, the coatings lose ?exibility, tough 
ness, and hydrolytic stability, and if more than 40% of 
acrylated epoxy is used, the coatings lose cut-through 
resistance. If less than 4% of the acrylated blocked 
isocyanate is used, the coatings lose cut-through and if 
more than 15% of the acrylated blocked isocyanate is 
used, the coatings lose ?exibility and heat shock. If less 
than 45% of the mono-acrylate is used, the composition 
becomes too viscous to work with easily, and if more 
than 65% of the mono-acrylate is used, the resulting 
coatings will lose hardness and cut-through resistance. 
If less than 5% polyacrylate is used, there will be a loss 
of cut-through resistance and if more than 20% poly 
acrylate is used, the coatings will lose heat shock and 

- ?exibility. If less than 2% photoinitiator is used, the 
reaction will occur too slowly and the product will be 
tacky; more than 5% photoinitiator is unnecessary and 
wasted. If less than 0.05% inhibitor is used, the compo 
sition will have poor tank stability and if more than 
0.3% inhibitor is used, the reactions will be slow. If 
more than 30% acrylated hexamethoxymethyl-mela 
mine, acrylated urethane, or mixture thereof is used 
?exibility and adhesion are reduced. The preferred 
composition .ranges are about 25 to about 35% by 
weight acrylated epoxy, about 4 to about 10% acrylated 
blocked isocyanate, about 50 to about 60% mono-acry 
late, about 7 to about 11% polyacrylate, about 2 to 
about 5% photoinitiator, about 0.05 to about 0.3% in 
hibitor, and about 10 to about 20% acrylated hexame 
thoxymethyl-melamine, acrylated urethane, or mixture 
thereof. - 

The composition may-be used to coat any conductive 
substrate ineluding'such metals as steel, copper, and 
aluminum; aluminum is especially desired as it is com 
monly used in transformer coils. The coating can be 
most easily applied to a conductor by dipping the con 
‘ductor in it and wiping off the excess. Thecoated sub 
strate is then passed between a bank of ultraviolet lights ‘ 
which rapidly cures the coating. The lights should be of 
suf?cient intensity to cure the coating, but wavelength 
and time beneath the lights is not particularly critical. 
Fusion Systems Mercury H bulbs with over 50% of the 
spectrum in the ultraviolet spectra can be used; the 
power of these lamps is typically about 200 to 300 watts 
per inch. The irradiated coated conductor can then be 
wound into coils and stored or it can be used immedi 
ately. 
The invention is most suitable for coating aluminum 

strip used ‘in forming distribution and power trans 
former coils. The cross-section of the strips commonly 
ranges from about 10 to about 70 mils thick and 3 to 
about 18 inches wide. The strips are then wound into 
coils which are then assembled with cores to form trans 
formers. A post-cure is then applied of about 130° C. for 
about 4 to 17 hours. Since transformers are typically 
dried and baked under those conditions before use any 
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6 
way as a standard procedure, no additional heating step 
is required in making transformers. 
The following examples further illustrate this inven 

tion. The examples generally proceed from less optimal 
to more optimal formulations. The results of Examples 
1 to 12 are given in the table which follows Example 12. 

EXAMPLE’ 1 

Part I. The following materials were charged into a 
two-liter reaction ?ask equipped with, a stirrer, ther 
mometer, nitrogen sparge tube, and short air condenser: 

116.1 g 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate 
148.1 g phthalic anhydride 
2.0 g benzoquinone 

The reaction mixture was heated at l00°-ll5° C. for 
approximately 1% hours to an acid number of approxi 
mately 212 to produce an anhydride acrylate adduct. 

Part II. At this point, 356.0 g of an epoxy novolac 
having an epoxy equivalent weight of 178 which was 
dissolved in 266 g of 2-phenoxyethyl acrylate was 
added to the anhydride acrylate adduct of Part I along 
with 1.2 g of triethanolamine. The reaction was contin 
ued at l25°—l30° C. for two hours to an acid number of 
10.6, which produced an acrylated epoxy. The reaction 
product was cooled below 60° C. and 35.6 g of benzoin 
ether, a photoinitiator sold by Stauffer Chemical Com 
pany under the designation “Vicure 10,” was added. 
The formulation was coated onto an aluminum Q 

panel by pulling the wet panel through two grooved 
metering bars (die pins) held in a spring-loaded ?xture. 
The die pins were separated by shims (25 mil panel-28 
mil shims). The wet coated panel was irradiated by 
exposing it at 10 PPM to two ten-inch Fusion Systems 
“H” lamps at 300 watts/ inch, to polymerize the coating 
and then tested. Additional panels coated and polymer 
ized in this manner were post-cured for four hours at 
145° C. and tested in the post-cured condition. 
The preliminary evaluation consisted of the follow 

ing tests: 
1. Build 
2. Pencil Hardness (ASTM D3363-74) 
3. Bend Test (45°-90°-180° bend on U 16 inch man 

drel) . 

A ?lm with fair hardness (3B to 3H post-cured) but 
poor ?exibility (45°—90° bend), both with and without 
post-cure, was obtained. 

EXAMPLE 2 

To 132.1 g of the acrylate adduct prepared in Part I of 
Example 1 was added 145.0 g of a hydantoin epoxy 
having an epoxy equivalent weight of 145 dissolved in 
119.0 g phenoxyethyl acrylate. The materials were 
heated in a one-liter reaction ?ask as in Example I at 
l25°—130° C. for two hours to an acid number of 2, then 
cooled. To 50.0 g of the reaction product were added 
2.0 g of “Vicure l0” photoinitiator, 0.25 g of tertiary 
butyl perbenzoate, and 0.02 g of ?uorocarbon wetting 
agent sold by the 3M Company under the trade designa 
tion “PC 430.” After coating and curing with ultravio 
let light, the ?lm was hard but brittle. 

EXAMPLE 3 

Part 1.‘ Into a one-liter reaction ?ask was charged the 
following: 

348.2 g toluene diisocyanate (80% 2,4 toluene diiso 
cyanate and 20% 2,6-toluene diisocyanate) 

232.2 g of 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate 
0.12 g benzoquinone 
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The 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate was added portionwise, 
keeping the exotherm temperature below 60° C. The 
reaction was continued at 60°-70° C. for one hour and 
226.2 g of e-caprolactam was added. The reaction was 
continued at 100° C. for one hour and 201.5 g phenoxy 
ethyl acrylate was added and the reaction product, an 
acrylated blocked isocyanate, was cooled. 

Part II. To a 600 ml stainless steel beaker was added: 
192.1 g trimellitic anhydride 
116.1 g 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate 
2.6 g benzoquinone 
The reactants were heated to 120° C. for 1% hours to 

an acid number of 364 to produce an acrylate adduct. 
A ?ve-liter reaction ?ask equipped as in Example 1 

was charged with 66.0 g of the above material along 
with 1928.4 g of a bisphenol A epoxy resin having an 
epoxy equivalent weight of 2200, 1988.4 g of phenoxy 
ethyl acrylate and 17.1 g of triethanolamine. The reac 
tants were heated to 140°—150° C. for 1% hours to an 
acid number of 2 to 5 to produce an acrylated epoxy. 
A blend was prepared containing 45.0 g of Part II, 5.0 

g of Part I, and 2.0 g of “Vicure 10” photoinitiator. The 
?lm was ?exible and hard and the hardness improved 
with a post-cure to 4H/5H. 

EXAMPLE 4 

To 100.0 g of the formulation of Example 1 was 
added 50.0 g of hexanediol diacrylate and 2.0 g of “Vi 
cure 10” photoinitiator. The coatings were slightly 
harder than those of Example 1, but still lacked the 
desired ?exibility. 

EXAMPLE 5 

' To 100.0 g of the formulation of Example 2 were 
‘added 50.0 g of trimethylolpropane triacrylate and 2.0 g 
of “Vicure l0” photoinitiator. Good hardness (SH-6H) 
wasobtained, but low ?exibility. 

EXAMPLE 6 

To 100.0 g of the formulation of Example 3 was 
added 50.0 g tetraethyleneglycol diacrylate and 2.0 g 
“Vicure l0” photinitiator. The ?lm was hard (3H/4H) 
and ?exible (180° bend) but showed a lack of adhesion. 

EXAMPLE 7 

The reaction of Part'I of Example 3 was duplicated 
but 376.0 g of an epoxy with an epoxy equivalent 
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weight of 188 replaced the 201.5 g of phenoxyethyl 
acrylate at the end of the reaction. - 
To 25.0 g of this material was added 25.0 g of Part II 

of Example 3 and 2.0 g of “Vicure 10” photoinitiator. 
The UV-cured coating had good hardness and ?exibil 
ity. The hardness was improved to 4H/5H with a post 
cure but the ?exibility was reduced to passing a 90° 
bend. 

EXAMPLE 8 

To 20.0 g of the composition of Example 7 was added 
10.0 g of dicyclopentadiene acrylate plus 0.4 g “Vicure 
10” photoinitiator. The UV-cured ?lm was harder than 
than that of Example 7 and the ?exibility was lower. 
After post-cure, both the ?exibility and hardness were 
good. 

EXAMPLE 9 
To 20.0 g of the composition of Example 3 was added 

10.0 g dicyclopentadiene acrylate plus 0.4 g of “Vicure 
l0” photoinitiator. The UV-cured coating was brittle 
but the post-cured coating was flexible with good hard 
ness. > 

EXAMPLE 10 

To 20.0 g of the composition of Example 3 was added 
10.0 g of 2-phenoxyethyl acrylate plus 0.4 g of “Vicure 
10” photoinitiator. The UV-cured coating was ?exible 
with fair hardness. After post-cure the hardness.was 
improved to H/2H and the good ?exibility was re 
tained. - 

EXAMPLE 11 

To 20.0 g of the composition of Example 3 was added 
7.5 g of dicyclopentadiene acrylate and 2.5 g tetraethyl 
ene glycol diacrylate and 0.4 g “Vicure 10” photoinitia 
tor. The UV-cured coating was brittle and the post 
cured coating was ?exible - with good hardness 

(3H/4H). 
EXAMPLE 12 

To 20.0 g of the composition of Example 3 was added 
7.5 g phenoxyethyl acrylate plus 2.5 g tetraethylene 
glycol diacrylate plus 0.4 g “Vicure l0” photoinitiator. 
The UV-cured panel showed a hardness of 3B/H which 
was increased to 2H/3H with post-cure. Flexibility was 
good before and after post-cure. . 

Post-Bake UV-Cured UV-Cured 

Ex- Pencil Hardness Bend Test plus 4 hr. 145° C. -Bend Test 

ample Build (ASTM D3363-74) (l/l6 Dia. Mandrel) Pencil Hardness Change (1/16 Dia. Mandrel) 

1 .0058" 313/11 45" Fails“) 211/311 +3 90“ Cracks 
2 .0041" 3H/4l-l Brittle Film 3l-l/4H 0 90° Cracks 

Poor Adhesion . 

3 .0052" 313/11 Flexible Film 411/511 +4 180'’ O.K. 
Good Adhesion 

4 .0034" 2H/3H Fails 3H/4H ‘ +1 90° Cracks 
5 .0035" 5H/6l-1 Fails 45° 6H/7H +1 90” Cracks 
6 .0050" 311/411 180' o.1<.<1) 6H/7H +3 180° 0.x. 
7 .0058” 3B/l-l Flexible Film 4H/5H' ‘ Y+4I - 90° 0K. 

Fair Adhesion :" ' E.» ' 180‘ Cracks 

8. .0033" 311/411 90“ Fails 411/511 ~ +1 ' 180“ OK. 

9 .0024" 3B/H 90° Cracks 2H/3l-l +2- ' 90°.O.K. 
180° Separates 180°>O.K. 

10 ,0023" 3B/H 90° O.K. l-l/ZH +1 90° O.K. 
180° OK. I 180’ OK. 

11 .0029" 313/11 90° Cracks 3l-l/4H +3 90° O.K. 
180° Separates ' 180° O.K. 

12 .0022" 3B/l-l 90° O.K. 2H/3l-l +2, 90". OK. 
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-continued 
UV-Cured UV-Cured Post-Bake 

Ex- Pencil Hardness Bend Test plus 4 hr. 145° C. Bend Test 

ample Build (ASTM D3363-74) (1/16 Dia. Mandrel) Pencil Hardness Change (1/16 Dia. Mandrel) 

180° O.K. 180° O.K. 

("Flexible but adheres poorly. Can be peeled like a strippablc coating. 

EXAMPLE 13 10 
Th Cut-Through Temperaturel e coated Q-panels of Examples 3, 6, 8, 10, and 12 P B k d 

were selected for 28 -day tests at 150° C. sealed in trans- o5" ’‘ e 
. ,, Post-Baked + 28 Days 

former 011. The results Of 180 bend tests and hardness Formulation As Made 4 HL @ 145° c_ in 150° C_ on 
tests after aging are shown in the table WhlCh follows. 15 Example 10 73. CI 103, C‘ "4. C‘ 
The composltion of Examples 3, 10, and 12 passed the Example 12 92° O my C_ my C_ 
bend tests with both UV-cured and post-cured panels 
after the 150° C. aging test. The post-cured panels of 
Example 10 retained the initial hardness after aging 
(H/ZH). The post-cured panels of Example 12 increased 
two more grades in hardness with aging to 4H/5H. 

180° Bend Test Hardness 

Example UV-Cure Post-Baked Post-Baked 

3 Pass Pass — 

6 Fail Fail — 

8 Fail Pass ——— 

10 Pass Pass 11/211 
12 Pass Pass 4H/ 5H 

Post-Baked 4 Hr. at 145' C. 

EXAMPLE 14 

The solutions of Examples 10 and 12 were coated on 
#17 AWG aluminum wire at 20 ft/min to 60 ft/min 
using a 49 mil bullet die and curing with four 12-inch 
UV mercury lamps at 300 watts/in. with the lamps 
parallel to the wire travel spaced 90° apart around the 
wire. The results are given in the table which follows: 

20 

25 

30 

Two kg weight on crossed wires, temperature increased 5' C./min. 

EXAMPLE 16 

The composition of Example 12 was chosen for ?nal 
evaluation by coating on 0.010 inch by 5% inch alumi 
num strip. Two thousand feet of strip was successfully 
coated by continuously pumping excess coating on the 
strip and by pulling the wet strip through two grooved 
metering bars (die pins) held in a spring-loaded ?xture. 
The die pins were separated by shims (10 mil strip—13 
mil shims). The wet coated strip was irradiated by ex 
posing it at 10 PPM to two ten-inch Fusion Systems 
“H” lamps at 300 watts/inch, one lamp for each side of 
the strip. The coated strip was rewound into round 
supply coils, similar to those on which bare strip is 
supplied. This aluminum strip was wound into thirteen 
10 kVa 7200 V transformers, which have all passed 
production tests. The results of thermal lifetests on 
these transformers were extraordinarily successful. 
Three transformers thermally aged at 200° C. have 
exceeded 1500 hours life, which is ten times the re 
quired life at that temperature. At 180° C. the units have 

Example 10 Example 12 

Wire Speed 20 40 60 20 40 60 
ft/min ‘ 

smoothness Smooth Smooth Smooth Sm'ooth Smooth Smooth 
Build, mil 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.6-1.8 1.6-1.8 1.6—1.8 
Quick Snap Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass 
Elongation + 25% 25% 25% 20 20 20 
1X mandrel2 
Cut-through 73° C. — — 92° C. — — 

Temperature3 
lPassed parallel to 4 UV lamps, 12 inches long at 300 watt/in. 
2Maximum elongation passing a 1X mandrel. 
32 Kg weight on crossed wire-temperature increased at 5' C./min. 

exceeded 2200 hours life, which is almost ?ve times the 
55 required life at that temperature. The UV coatings on 

EXAMPLE 15 

Good ?exible coatings at 1.6-1.8 mils build were 
obtained using the composition of Examples 10 and 12, 
on AWG 17 aluminum wire coated at 20 ft/min. The 20 
ft/min coatings were aged for 28 days at 150° C. in 
transformer oil. The results of cut-through tests are 
shown in the table which follows. The cut-through 
resistance of Example 12 increased from 92° C. as made, 
to 150° C. after four hours post-cure at 145° C. and to 
186° C. after four hours post-cure plus 28 days aging in 
hot oil. 

60 

65 

strip removed from transformers aged at 200° C. still 
retain good color, ?exibility and adhesion long after the 
Formvar wire enamel in the high voltage windings is 
badly discolored and embrittled. 
The enamel of this composition performs ideally as an 

aluminum strip insulation since it cures to a “B-stage” 
during the UV cure. It then completes its cure during 
the coil bake, developing turn-to-turn adhesion. A bi? 
lar test coil wound from two strips of 0.010 inch by 5% 
inch aluminum enameled with the composition of Ex 
ample 12 developed excellent turn-to-turn adhesion 
during a standard coil bake while maintaining good 
turn-to-turn electric strength. 
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The viscosity of Example 12 measured 5900 cp at 26° 
C. when prepared, which is a convenient viscosity for 
strip coating. The tank life at 26° C. was good. After 
two months at 26° C. the viscosity was 6030 cp and after 
ten months it had increased to only 8000 cp. 5 

EXAMPLE 17 
Part 1. Into a one liter reaction ?ask are charged the‘ 

following: 
‘174.1 gltoluene diisocyanate (80% 2,4 and 20% 2,6) 
116.1 g 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate 
0.12 g benzoquinone 

The 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate was added portion wise 
I with the benzoquinone dissolved in. The exotherm tem 
perature was kept below 60° C. The reaction was con 
tinued at 60°-70° C. for one hour and 185.0 g hexame 
thyoxymethylmelamine was added. The reaction was 
continued at l20°—l25° C. for 5 hour and 121.2 g phe 
noxyethyl acrylate was added and the solution cooled. 
To 80.0 g of the solution of Example 12 was added 20 

20.0 g of Part I. The UV cured coating was ?exible and 
showed a hardness of 1H/2H before post-cure and a ' 
hardness of 3H/4H after post cure. It also showed an 
improvement of thermoplastic ?ow temperature after 
post-cure when compared with Example 12. 25 

EXAMPLE l8 

Into a 2-liter ?ask equipped with a motor stirrer, air 
condenser and nitrogen sparge was added: 

696.4 g toluene diisocyante 30 
506.6 g 2-phenoxyethyl acrylate 
1.76 g benzoquinone 

To this solution was added slowly with cooling 270.8 g 
1,4-butanediol, keeping the exotherm temperature 
below 120° C. The reaction was continued at 125° C. for 35 
one hour, then cooled to 100° C. then 232.2 g 2-hydrox 
yethyl acrylate was added slowly and reacted for an 
additional'hour at 125° C. The product was dissolved in 
426.9 g of 2-phenoxyethyl acrylate and cooled. 
To 80.0 g of the blend of Example 12 was added 20.0 40 

g of the above acrylated urethane. The UV coated 
panel showed excellent ?exibility and hardness which 
improved after a thermal post-cure. 
We claim: 
1. A UV curable coating composition comprising 45 

(A) about 20 to about 40% by weight of an acrylated 
epoxy which comprises the reaction product of about 
2 equiv. of an epoxy resin having an E.E.W. of about 
1500 to about 5000, and about 0.9 to about 1.1 equiv. 
of a compound selected from the group consisting of 50 
(1) an anhydride acrylate adduct where said anhy 

dride acrylate adduct has a functionality of 1 ex 
cept in the case of trimellitic anhydride where said 
adduct has a functionality of 2 where said anhy 
dride acrylate adduct comprises the reaction prod 
uct of 
(a) an acrylate selected from the group consisting 

of 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate, 2-hydroxypropyl 
acrylate, 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, and mix 
tures thereof; and 

(b) 1 mole, i 10 mole %, per mole of said acrylate 
of an anhydride selected from the group consist 
ing of phthalic anhydride, maleic anhydride, 
trimellitic anhydride, and mixtures thereof; 

(2) an isocyanate which comprises the reaction prod 
uct of 
(a) 1 mole of an acrylate selected from the group 

consisting of 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate, 2-hydrox 

55 

60 

65 

12 
ypropyl acrylate, 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, 
and mixtures thereof; and . . 

(b) 1 mole of toluene diisocyanate, 4,4’ 
diisocyanato diphenyl methane, and mixtures 
thereof; and 

(3) mixtures of (1) and (2) 
(B) about 4 to about 15% by weight of an acrylated 

blocked isocyanate which comprises the reaction 
product of 1 mole caprolactam and 1 mole of an 
isocyanate adduct which comprises the reaction 
product of 
(l) 1 mole of an acrylate selected from the group 

consisting of 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate, 2-hydrox 
yethyl methacrylate and mixtures thereof; and 

(2) about 0.99 to about 1.01 mole of a compound 
selected from the group consisting of toluene diiso 
cyanate, 4,4'-diisocyanato diphenyl methane, and 
mixtures thereof; 

(C) about 4.5 to about 65% by weight of a monoacry 
late, of which at least 60% by weight is phenoxyethyl 
acrylate; 

(D) about 5 to about 20% by weight of a polyacrylate, 
of which at least about 50% is tetraethylene glycol 
diacrylate; 

(E) about 2 to about 5% by weight of a photo-initiator; 
(F) about 0.05 to about 0.3% by weight inhibitor; and 
(G) up to about 30% of a compound selected from the 

group consisting of acrylated hexamethoxymethyl 
melamine, acrylated urethane, and mixture thereof. 
2. A composition according to claim 1 wherein said 

epoxy resin is a bisphenol A epoxy resin. 
3. A composition according to claim 1 wherein said 

acrylate is 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate. 
4. A composition according to claim 1 wherein said 

acrylate is 2-hydroxypropyl acrylate. 
5. A composition according to claim 1 wherein said 

acrylated epoxy is the reaction product of an epoxy 
resin and an anhydride acrylate adduct. 

6. A composition according to claim 5 wherein said 
anhydride is trimellitic anhydride. 

7. A composition according to claim 1 wherein said 
inhibitor is selected from the group consisting of benzo 
quinone, hydroquinone, and mixtures thereof. 

8. A UV curable coating composition comprising 
(A) about 25 to about 35% by weight of an acrylated 
epoxy which comprises the reaction product of ' 
(l) a bisphenol A epoxy resin having an E.E.W. of 

about 1500 to about 5000; 
(2) an acrylate adduct which comprises the reaction 

product of 
(a) an acrylate selected from the group consisting 

of 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate, 2-hydroxyethyl ac 
rylate, and mixtures thereof; and 

(b) 1 mole, i 10 mole % per mole of said acrylate, 
of trimellitic anhydride, 

(B) about 4 to about 10% by weight of an acrylated 
blocked isocyanate which comprises the reaction 
product of 
(1) caprolactam; and 
(2) 1 mole, :':1 mole %, per mole of said caprolactam, 

of an isocyanate adduct which comprises the reac 
tion product of 
(a) an acrylate selected from the group consisting 

of 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate, 2~hydroxypropyl 
acrylate, and mixtures thereof; 

(b) 1 mole, 11 mole %, per mole of said acrylate, 
of toluene diisocyanate, 4,4’ diisocyanato di 
phenyl methane and mixtures thereof; 
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(C) about 50 to about 60% by weight of a monoacrylate, 
of which at least 60% by weight is phenoxyethyl 
acrylate; 

(D) about 7 to about 11% by weight of a polyacrylate, 
of which at least about 50% is tetraethylene glycol 
diacrylate; 

(E) about 2 to about 5% of a photoinitiator; 
(F) about 0.05 to about 0.3% inhibitor; and 
(G) about 10 to about 20% of a compound selected from 

the group consisting of acrylated hexamethoxyme 
thylmelamine, acrylated urethane, and mixtures 
thereof. 
9. A method of preparing a UV curable composition 

comprising 
(1) forming an acrylate adduct by reacting, in the 

presence of a monoacrylate and an inhibitor, an 
acrylate selected from the group consisting of 2 
hydroxyethyl acrylate, Z-hydroxypropyl acrylate, 
Z-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, and mixtures 
thereof, with a compound selected from the group 
consisting of 
(a) 1 mole, i 10 mole %, per mole of said acrylate, 

of a compound selected from the group consist 
ing of phthalic anhydride, maleic anhydride, 
trimellitic anhydride, and mixtures thereof 

(b) 1 mole, :1 mole %, per mole of said acrylate, 
of a compound selected from the group consist 
ing of toluene diisocyanate, 4,4'-diisocyanato 
dispheyl methane, and mixtures thereof; and 

(c) mixture of (a) and (b); 
(2) forming an acrylated epoxy by reacting said acry 

late adduct with an epoxy resin having an E.E.W. 
of about 1500 to about 5000 in the presence of a 
monoacrylate and an inhibitor; 

(3) forming an acrylated isocyanate by reacting an 
acrylate selected from the group consisting of 2 
hydroxyethyl acrylate, 2-hydroxypropyl acrylate, 
2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, and mixtures 
thereof, with 1 mole, :1 mole %, per mole of said 
acrylate, of a compound selected from the group 
consisting of toluene diisocyanate, 4,4’ 
diisocyanato diphenyl methane, and mixtures 
thereof, in the presence of a monoacrylate and an 
inhibitor; 

(4) forming an acrylated blocked isocyanate by react 
ing caprolactam with 1 mole, :1 mole %, per mole 
of said caprolactam, of said acrylated isocyanate; 

(5) forming a blend of 
(a) about 20 to about 40% by weight of said acry 

lated epoxy; 
(b) about 4 to about 15% by weight of said acry 

lated blocked isocyanate; 
(c) about 45 to about 65% by weight of said monoa 

crylate, of which at least 60% by weight is phe 
noxyethyl acrylate; 

(d) about 5 to about 20% by weight of a polyacryl 
ate, of which at least about 50% is tetraethylene 
glycol diacrylate; 

(e) about 2 to about 5% of a photoinitiator; and 
(f) about 0.05 to about 0.3% by weight inhibitor. 

10. A method of forming a coating on a conductor 
comprising 
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(A) applying a composition according to claim 1 to said 

conductor; ' 

(B) curing said composition by exposure to UV radia 
tion; 

(C) forming said conductor into a coil; and 
(D) post curing said coil with heat. 

11. A method according to claim 10 wherein said 
conductor is a metal strip. 

12. A method according to claim 11 wherein said 
metal is aluminum. 

13. A method according to claim 12 including the 
‘additional step between steps (B) and (C) of winding 
said metal strip into a transformer coil. 

14. A transformer coil made according to the method 
of claim 13. 

15. A composition according to claim 8 wherein said 
acrylate is 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate. 

16. A composition according to claim 8 wherein said 
inhibitor is selected from the group consisting of benzo 
quinone, hydroquinone, and mixtures thereof. 

17. A method according to claim 9 wherein said 
epoxy resin is a bisphenol A epoxy resin. 

18. A method according to claim 9 wherein said acry 
late is 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate. . 

19. A method according to claim 9 wherein said acry 
late is Z-hydroxypropyl acrylate. 

20. A method according to claim 9 wherein said acry 
lated epoxy is the reaction product of an epoxy resin 
and an anhydride acrylate adduct. 

21. A method according to claim 20 wherein said 
anhydride is trimellitic anhydride. 

22. A method according to claim 9 wherein said in 
hibitor is selected from the group consisting of benzo 
quinone, hydroquinone, and mixtures thereof. 

23. A method according to claim 10 wherein said 
epoxy resin is a bisphenol A epoxy resin. 

24. A method according to claim 10 wherein said 
acrylate is 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate. 

25. A method according to claim 10 wherein said 
acrylate is 2-hydroxypropyl acrylate. 

26. A method according to claim 10 wherein said 
acrylated epoxy is the reaction product of an epoxy 
resin and an anhydride acrylate adduct. 

27. A method according to claim 26 wherein said 
anhydride is trimellitic anhydride. 

28. A method according to claim 10 wherein said 
inhibitor is selected from the group consisting of benzo 
quinone, hydroquinone, and mixtures thereof. 

29. A transformer coil according to claim 14 wherein 
said epoxy resin is a bisphenol A epoxy resin. 

30.- A transformer coil according to claim 14 wherein 
said acrylate is 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate. 

31. A transformer coil according to claim 14 wherein 
said acrylate is 2-hydroxypropyl acrylate. ' ' 

32. A transformer coil according to claim 14 wherein 
said acrylated epoxy is the reaction product of an epoxy 
resin and an anhydride acrylate adduct. 

33. A transformer coil according to claim 32 wherein 
said anhydride is trimellitic anhydride. 

34. A transformer coil according to claim 14 wherein 
said inhibitor is selected from the group consisting of 
benzoquinone, hydroquinone, and mixtures thereof. 

* * * * it 


