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SKIRTED PLASTIC WORM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Plastic worms have long been employed as arti?cial 
lures for ?shing for bass and other ?sh. Such plastic 
worms are conventionally of an elongated ?exible na 
ture and have a head portion, intermediate gland por 
tion and a tail portion. Generally, they are ?shed with a 
hook inserted through the head with the hook being 
turned around inside the body with the barb being 
pointed to the front to hook a fish that has been at 
tracted to thelure either as potential food or, in anger or 
for any other reason inciting the ?sh to attack the lure. 
The so-called live action presented by the lure has 

long been an object sought after by ?shermen and lure 
manufacturers to present to the ?sh a natural live look 
as distinct from an arti?cial look. ' 

This live action is desirably presented as much as 
possible during the entire time the lure is in the water to 
maximize the ?sh‘: attracting capacity of the lure. When 
a plastic worm is cast and allowed to drop through the 
water this live action has been dif?cult to present due to 
the free fall nature as distinct from the slow spasmodic 
retrieve when the lure is being reeled in. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
By means of this invention there has been provided an 

improved plastic worm ?shing lure. The lure in essence 
is constituted of a conventional plastic worm which has 
incorporated into its structure a double action rubber 
skirt comprised of a short inner skirt and a longer outer 
skirt. The skirt is doubled over to provide a life-like 
action as the plastic worm is pulled through'the water 
or retrieved in the usual fashion through the water. 
The skirt is desirably attached by a nylon or soft wire 

binding to provide a short rear length skirt and a longer 
forward length skirt. When the lure is pulled through 
the water the longer skirt, because of the ?exible nature 
of the rubber-like strands constituting the skirt structure 
is doubled back to the rear to enclose the shorter inner 

_ rear skirt portion to provide a unique life-like‘ lure pre 
sentation. 
The skirt is made of slitted shreddable rubber and is 

simply ?tted around the plastic worm and af?xed 
thereto preferably at the forward portion of the gland 
or sex band of the worm. Aftr af?xation'byvthe ‘tie 
around binding the rear and forward portions of the 
skirt are pulled apart to form the ?exible grass-like 
strands forming the inner and outer portions,~respec 
tively, of the skirt. . 
The lure of this invention may be ?shed in the sam 

manner as conventional plasticworms'or jig and'eel 
lures. By means of the double action inner and'outer 
skirt, greater action is provided by the flexible strands as 
the lure drops through the water in the initial cast and in 
the various forms of retrieval employed in “working” 
the lure. - 
Another feature of the invention resides inthe em 

ployment of a glass sound chamber partially ?lled with 
metallic shot which is molded in the plastic worm. This 
chamber which may be simply formed of hollow glass 
tubing sealed at the ends contains shot such as steel shot 
which rattles against the glass as-the plasticworm is 
moved through the water. The'sound vibration serves 
as an attraction to the ?sh and in murky water aids the 
?sh in locating the lure. ‘ 
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The glass sound chamber is preferably. moldedinto , 

the forward portion of the plastic worm inlthe. forward 
portion ofthe worm. In this region the added buoyancy 
tends to lift the head of the worm as distinct from a. 
conventional plastic worm which is normally “head 
heavy”. > , . p - . 

The double action skirted plastic, worm and glass 
sound chamber may be employed by ?shermen in the 
same manner as conventional plastic worms, jig and eel 
and ?exible plastic grubs. The invention may‘ likewise 
be incorporated in such plastic grubs and other elon 
gated ?exible plastic worm or grub lures and it. will be 
understood that when speaking of plastic‘ worms such 
?exible plastic grubs are included. , v w , 

The above features are objects of this invention. Fur 
ther objects will appear in the detailed description 
which follows and will be otherwise apparent to those 
skilled in the art. 
For purpose of illustration‘ of ‘this invention a pm; 

ferred embodimentis shown and described 'hereinbelow. 
in the accompanying drawing. It is to be understood 
that this is for the. purpose of example onlyand that the 
invention is not limited thereto. ‘ _ .. 

IN THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a plan view showing a plastic worm with 
the inner skirt extending to the rear of the worm and the 
outer skirt. extending forwardly. 
FIG. 2 is a plan view showing the action of the outer 

skirt extending over the rear as the lure is pulled,v 
through the water; and _‘ > I. ‘7 

FIG. 3 is a view partly in axial cross-section showing 
the worm with the molded in-situ sound chamber. 

DESCRIPTION oF THE INVENTION 
The skirted platic worth of this invention is generally 

indicated by the reference numeral ‘10 in FIGS. land 2. 
It is comprised of a plastic worm body .12 and adouble 
action skirt’ 14 having an inner skirt 16 and a longer 
outer skirt 18. g . . ‘ 

The plastic worm body 12 is comprised of a head 20 
at the end of a head section 22, an intermediate gland 24 
or sex band and a tail 26 at the endof a rear tail section 
28. ,Itmay be made in conventional fashion by molding 
a soft yieldable?exible syntheticrubber or plastic com 
position asis well known in the art. ‘ , 
The double action skirt is simply connected to the 

worm body by a tie wrap 30 of nylon, nylon thread, 
?exible wire or the‘ like. The entire length of the skirt 
may vary but is preferably about one-half the length of 
the plastic ‘worm. The skirt is constructed ,of conven 
tionalsoft shreddable pre-slit rubber in such a fashion 
that the inner skirt is slightly shorter-than the outer skirt 
when the latter is doubled over to the rear as shown in 
FIG. 2..Thus,>_the tie wraps may be wrapped around the 
skirt to provide. an innerskirt of about two-thirds the 
length of the outer'skirt to effect the proportional rela-. 
'tionship shown in FIG. 1. i ‘ 
The connection of the tie wrap to theworm body is 

made at the gland or sex band 24. As shown in FIGS. 1 
and 2 this connection is made at the forward end of the 
gland which provides a portion of substantial: strength 
and also locates the action of the skirt adjacent the 
forward portion of the worm in the area where the hook 
is normally inserted for greater effectiveness in impaling 
the ?sh when itstrikes at the lure. ‘ 
The glass sound chamber lure is shown in FIG. 3. 

The glass sound chamber is generally indicated by the 
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reference numeral 32 and is comprised of a hollow glass 
tube 34 having sealed ends 36 and 38. It is partially ?lled 
with metallic shot 40 of steel or the like to provide a 
metallic rattling noise when it is moved. The steel shot 
against the glass tube makes a sharp impact and sound 
but it will be understood that other materials of con 
struction may be used which provide a similar sound 
and vibration when the small metallic balls or shot hit 
the walls of the sound chamber. 
The sound chamber is molded into the head portion 

22 of the plastic worm in-situ during the molding opera 
tion employed in constructing the plastic worm. It is 
located preferably about an inch or so behind the head. 
This location permits a hook to be inserted through the 
head by the ?sherman in the usual fashion and moved 
through the head section past the sound chamber with 
the barb being embedded in the gland behind the sound 
chamber. This location centers the sound vibration at 
the working end of the hook and an attacking bass or 
other ?sh striking at the source of the sound vibrations 
is designed to be snagged by the hook. 
The sound chamber is most effectively employed 

with the double action skirt as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 
It may where desired be employed alone. 

USE 

The double action skirted plastic worm of this inven 
tion is used in the same fashion as a conventional plastic 
worm, plastic grub or jig and eel with which ?sherman 
are quite familiar. The lure is rigged by inserting a hook 
42 through the head and turning it around in the body to 
face the forward end. Such riggins may be effected in 
either the well known Texas or Carolina rigs. 
When the lure is cast upon the water surface, it starts 

to drop below the surface level in the fashion shown in 
FIG. 1. The outer skirt extends upwardly toward the 
worm head to provide a mushroom appearance as the 
lure drops downwardly while the inner skirt depending 
on the speed of drop will extend downwardly or move 
toward the head of the worm. 
When the lure is retrieved through the water the 

longer outer skirt tends to be moved toward the tail end 
of the worm as shown in FIG. 2. The movement of the 
outer skirt is thus dependent on the speed of movement 
through the water and the direction of movement, verti 
cal or horizontal, to effect its movement which may be 
constantly changed by twitching the line, spasmodic 
retrieve and the like. 
The skirted worm lure may very efficiently be ?shed 

weightless in lilly pads, moss or the like. The double 
action inner and outer skirts act as a Weedless lure to 
spread out the weight of the lure and avoid hang up. 
Buoyancy is also provided by the double action skirt. 
The plastic worm provided with the molded in-situ 

sound chamber as shown in FIG. 3 is ?shed in a like 
manner as previously described. Fish are known to 
respond to vibration as well as sight. In murky water or 
heavy cover the rattling sound of the shot in the sound 
chamber tends to attract the bass or other ?sh and aid 
them in locating the lure. The sealed sound chamber 
which has a speci?c gravity less than that of water 
further adds buoyancy to the head of the worm which 
avoids the “head heavy” aspect of conventional plastic 
worms, especially those that are rigged with a slip 
sinker. 

Various changes and modi?cations may be made 
within this invention as will be apparent to those skilled 
in the art. Such changes and modi?cations are within 
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4 
the scope and teaching of this invention as de?ned in the 
claims appended hereto. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A plastic worm ?shing lure comprising an elon 

gated soft ?exible plastic worm body having a head at 
one end, and a tail at a second end of the body, said 
body supporting a skirt attached to the body intermedi 
ate the head and tail of said worm, said skirt being com 
prised of an inner skirt and an outer skirt section each 
comprising ?exible rubber~like strands, said inner skirt 
extending in a rearward direction with respect to the 
plastic worm body from means connecting the skirt to 
said body and said outer skirt extending forwardly from 
said connecting means and being doubled over said 
inner skirt when the lure is pulled through the water, 
said outer skirt being substantially longer than said inner 
skirt and extending beyond a rear portion of said inner 
skirt when the outer skirt is doubled over said inner 
skirt. 

2. The ?shing lure of claim 1 in which said connect 
ing means is comprised of a binding wrapped around 
said skirt to secure the skirt to said body. 

3. The ?shing lure of claim 1 in which the connecting 
means is located at an intermediate gland portion 
formed on said worm body. 

4. The ?shing lure of claim 1 in which the total length 
of the inner and outer skirts is substantially one-half the 
length of the worm body. 

5. The ?shing lure of claim 1 in which said connect 
ing means is comprised of a binding wrapped around 
said skirt to secure the skirt to said body and the con 
necting means is located at an intermediate gland por~ 
tion formed on said worm body. _ 

6. The ?shing lure of claim 1 in which said connect 
ing means is comprised of a binding wrapped around 
said skirt to secure the skirt to said body and the con 
necting means is located at an intermediate gland por 
tion formed on said worm body and the total length of 
the inner and outer skirts is substantially one-half the 
length of the worm body. 

7. The ?shing lure of claim 5 in which said body has 
molded in~situ a sound chamber, said sound chamber 
being comprised of a sealed rigid hollow housing par 
tially ?lled with metallic shot or the like and said sound 
chamber is located between the head of said worm and 
an intermediate gland formed in the worm body. 

8. The ?shing lure of claim 6 in which said body has 
molded in-situ a sound chamber, said sound chamber 
being comprised of a sealed rigid hollow housing par 
tially ?lled with metallic shot or the like and said sound 
chamber is located between the head of said worm and 
an intermediate gland formed in the worm body and 
said sound chamber housing is comprised of a section of 
hollow glass tubing sealed at opposite ends of the tub 
ing, said housing being axially aligned with the body of 
said worm 

9. A plastic worm ?shing lure comprising an elon 
gated soft ?exible plastic worm body having a head at 
one end and a tail at a second end of the body, said body 
having molded in-situ a sound chamber, said sound 
chamber being comprised of a sealed rigid hollow hous 
ing partially ?lled with metallic shot or the like and 
located between the head of said worm and an interme 
diate gland formed in the worm body and having suf? 
cient buoyancy to raise the head end of said worm with 
respect to the tail end when the worm is immersed in 
water. 
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10. A ?exible worm ?shing lure comprising an elon 
gated soft ?exible plastic worm body having a head at 
one end, and a tail at a second end of the body, said 
body supporting a skirt attached to the body intermedi 
ate the head and tail of said worm, said skirt being com 
prised of an inner skirt and an'outer skirt section each 
comprising ?exible rubber-like strands, said inner skirt 
extending in a rearward direction with respect to the 
plastic worm body from means connecting the skirt to 
said body and said outer skirt extending forwardly from 10 
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said connecting means and being doubled over said 
inner skirt when the lure is pulled through the water, 
said body having molded‘in-situ a sound chamber, said 
sound chamber being comprised of a sealed rigid hol 
low housing partially ?lled with metallic shot or the like 
located between the head of said worm and an interme 
diate gland formed in the worm body and having suffi 
cient buoyancy to raise the head end of the body when 
the worm is immersed in water. ‘ 
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