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SET RETARDING COMPOUNDS FOR USE IN 
CEMENT SLURRIES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention pertains to aqueous hydraulic cement 
slurry compositions containing particular set retarders 
which are phosphonic acid derivatives of adducts of 
aminoethylpiperazine and ethylene dichloride. 

Hydrophobic-substituted phosphonic or phosphinic 
acids and their alkali metal salts have been used in ce 
ments, primarily soil/cement mixtures, to improve the 
freeze-thaw properties and salt-resistance. Six- to eight 
een-carbon alkyl phosphonic acids or their alkali metal 
salts are so described in U.S. Pat. No. 3,794,506. A 
plugging mixture for high temperature oil and gas wells 
comprising Portland cement and l-hydroxy ethylidene 
phosphonic acid trisodium or tripotassium salts as set 
time extenders is described in Derwent abstract 
7137613/ 39 (1979) of USSR Pat. No. 640,019. The use of 
these phosphonate salts at temperatures of 75° to 150° C. 
in amounts of 0.1-0.3% by weight is described in the 

‘ abstract. 

Other organic phosphorous acid derivatives are 
taught to be useful additives in cement compositions as 
turbulence-inducing and ?ow-property improver addi 
tives (U.S. Pat. Nosl3,964,92l~,andg4,Q40,854, respec 
tively). Another turbulence-inducer is a pyrolysis prod 
uct of urea and a bis(alkylenepyrophosphate) (U .8. Pat. 
No. 3,409,080). 

Alkylene diphosphonic acids and their water soluble 
salts are described as set time extenders and water re 
ducing agents for gypsum plasters (U.S. Pat. No. 
4,225,361). Lignins which have been phosphonoalk 
ylated through an ether linkage or corresponding sulfo 
nates, sul?des, hydroxyl or amine derivatives are taught 
to be useful primarily as dispersants or surfactants (U .8. 
Pat. No. 3,865,803) and are also said to be useful as 
“cement additives” without indicating speci?c uses. 

Ultra-rapid hardening Portland cement compositions 
are described which contain various acid salt additives 
(U .5. Pat. No. 4,066,469). It states that use of acid phos 
phates as the acid salt additives is excluded since the 
phosphates have a characteristically powerful retarding 
property peculiar to them. 
Most of the cement used in oil wells is called portland 

cement. Portland cement is manufactured by calcining 
raw materials consisting of limestone, clay, shale, and 
slag together at 2,600‘ to 2,800’ F. in a rotary kiln. 
The resulting material, is cooled and interground 

with small percentages of gypsum to form portland 
cement. In addition to the above- raw materials, other 
components such as sand, bauxite, iron oxide, etc., may 
be added to adjust the chemical composition depending 
upon the type of portland cement desired. 
The principal components of the ?nished portland 

cement are lime, silica, alumina, and iron. These compo 
nents form the following complex compounds: Trical 
cium aluminate, (3CaO.Al2O3), tetracalcium aluminof 
errite, (4CaO.Al2O3.Fe2O3), tricalcium silicate, (3CaO. 
SiOg), and dicalcium silicate, (2CaO.SiO2). 
When water is added to cement, setting and harden 

ing reactions begin immediately. The chemical com 
pounds in the cement undergo the processes of hydra 
tion and recrystallization which results in a set product. 
The maximum amount of water that can be used with an 
oil-well cement is the amount which can be added be 
fore solids separation occurs. The minimum amount of 
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water is the amount required to make the slurry pump 
able. Therefore, the normal water ratio is governed by 
the maximum and minimum limits for a particular class 
of cement. 

Thickening time is the time that the cement remains 
pumpable in the well. This is the most critical property 
of an oil~well cement. The thickening time has to be 
long enough to be pumped into place and short enough 
to permit operations to resume quickly. Generally, 3 
hours provides the necessary placement time plus a 
safety factor. 
Other factors, such as ?uid loss, viscosity and density 

must be taken into consideration and additives are 
known to the art-skilled which affect each of these 
factors as well as that of set, or thickening, time as 
mentioned above. Another parameter which has an 
effect on set time is temperature. Cement sets more 
rapidly as the temperature increases. This must be taken 
into consideration particularly when pumping cement 
into deeper wells since temperature increases as the 
depth of the well becomes greater. Temperature also 
affects the strength of the cement, the strength becom 
ing less as the temperature increases. 
Because of this temperature effect, it is important to 

retard the setting of the cement employed in the deeper 
wells. 

It has now been discovered that certain new phos 
phonomethylated compounds are useful in aqueous 
cement slurries as set retarding additives. Some of these 
compounds are chelating agents, while others are useful 
as threshold agents in retarding the precipitation of 
metal ions from aqueous solution. However, not all such 
compounds are useful as cement set-retarders. 

Polymethylenephosphonic acid derivatives of poly 
mers of aminoethylpiperazine have been found to be 
superior scale inhibitors. The polymers are formed by 
reacting aminoethylpiperazine with a dihalo, diepoxy or 
epoxyhalo compound and then reacting the resulting 
polymer with phosphorous acid and formaldehyde to 
form the polymethylenephosphonic acid polyamine of 
the invention. These compounds have been disclosed in 
our copending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 425,025, 
?led Sept. 27, 1982 and have now been found useful as 
cement set-retarding additives. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The compounds useful as cement retarders in aqueous 
cement slurries are methylene phosphonic acid deriva 
tives having the following formula: 

MBA)»; 

wherein A is an organic radical having the formula 

/ 
rr-om-crn-n —N or 

wherein F is hydrogen, hydroxyethyl, hydroxypropyl, 
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or BA wherein M is hydrogen, an alkali metal or ammo 
nium, and wherein B is a divalent radical derived from 
a dihalo, or haloepoxy organic compound having one of 
the following structures 

wherein n is 1-l0, n’ is 1-3, m is l-l0 and at least 50% 
of the F groups are 

groups. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

The compounds useful for retarding the setting of 
cement are made by reacting aminoethylpiperazine 
(AEP) with a dihalo or epoxyhalo compound and sub 
sequently reacting the polymer formed thereby with 
phosphorous acid and formaldehyde at a low pH, usu 
ally provided by the presence of a mineral acid, e.g. 

_ ' hydrochloric. 

The AEP can be reacted with any number of dihalo 
or epoxyhalo compounds in order to form a dimer or 
polymer. Any suitable epihalohydrin may be reacted, 
epichlorohydrin being preferred. 

Saturated dihalides having the formula X(CH2),,X, 
where X may be chlorine, bromine, iodine or combina 
tions thereof and wherein n is an integer of from 1 to 

_ about 10, but preferably 2 to 6, may be employed. Thus, 
for example, methylene chloride, ethylene dichloride, 
1,2- or 1,3-dichloropropane, 1,4- or 1,2-dibromobutane 
and the like may be employed. 

In making the polymer the reactants are employed in 
an amount of from about 0.2 to about 1 mole of the 
chain extender compound, preferably about 0.25 to 

' about 0.6, i.e. dihalo- or epoxyhalo- compound, per 
mole of AEP. 
The phosphonomethylation (Mannich reaction) is 

then carried out on the dimeric or polymeric product in 
the presence of a strong acid to maintain the pH at less 

’ than 1. 

‘ While the reaction will proceed at temperatures over 
a wide range, i.e., from 85° to 150° C. , it is preferred 
that the temperatures of the reaction medium be main 
tained at the re?uxing temperatures. The reaction is 
preferably conducted at atmospheric pressure. 
Approximately equimolar amounts of formaldehyde 

and phosphorous acid are employed for the phos 
phonomethylation of the amine. The preferred process 
will use an amount of aldehyde equivalent to the amine 
hydrogens available and a slight stoichiometric excess 
of the phosphorous acid. 
The compounds of the present invention which are 

useful as set retarders for cement as well as additional 
reactants and reaction parameters are disclosed in our 
copending US application Ser. No. 425,025, ?led Sept. 
27, 1982. 
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4 
Table I shows the use of some of the above identified 

products in retarding the setting of cement. The test 
procedure for the determination of retardation of set 
ting is as follows: 
1. The following ingredients were weighed: 
cement-100 g 
water-38 g 
additive-0.2 g active 

2. Water and liquid additive were mixed; 
3. Cement was added to liquid, the bottle tightly closed 
and shaken to mix; 

4. Bottle was placed in a pre-heated 180° F. bath; 
5. Setting of cement was checked after 6 and 24 hours. 
A blank (no additive) was run for comparison with each 
of the additives. 

TABLE I 

Checked at: 

24 hours 

Retarded, not set 
I, 

Additive‘ 

mo] ratio EDC/AEP 

0.26 
0.46 
0.50” n n 

0.56 n n 

0.81 " " 

Blank Set Set 

‘The additive is the phoapbonomethylated product identi?ed by the mcl ratio of 
EDC/AEP. 
"EPI was used in place of BBC for making this additive. 

6 hours 

Retarded, not set 

We claim: 
1. In a process for retarding the setting of an aqueous 

cement slurry which comprises adding to said slurry an 
organic phosphonate, the improvement which com 
prises employing a compound which is the phos 
phonomethylated reaction product of a dihalo or halo 
epoxy organic compound with aminoethylpiperazine 
wherein the mole ratio of dihalo or haloepoxy com 
pound to the amine compound is from about 0.20 to 
about 1.0, and wherein at least 50% of the amine hydro 
gens are phosphonomethylated. 

2. In a process for retarding the setting of an aqueous 
cement slurry which comprises adding to said slurry an 
organic phosphonate, the improvement which com 
prises employing a compound of the formula 

wherein A is an organic radical having the formula 

/'_\ /F 
—N N—CH2—CH2—N or 

\__/ 

’ ‘ / 

F-N N—CH2-CH2N\ 
\__/ 

wherein F is hydrogen, hydroxyethyl, hydroxypropyl, 

or BA wherein M is hydrogen, an alkali metal, alkaline 
earth metal or ammonium radical, and wherein B is a 
divalent radical derived from a dihalo or haloepoxy 
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organic compound having one of the following struc 

wherein n is 1-10, 11’ is 1-3, m is 1-10 and at least 50% 0“ 

oftheFgroupsai-e a a t t t 
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