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[57] ABSTRACT 
The piece of luggage provided by the invention com 
prises a bottom (1) to which is hinged a lid (2), a handle 
(3) provided with means for mounting same on the 
external face of the front wall of the bottom, and two 
closure devices (26) each adapted to cooperate with a 
keeper (4) for locking the lid to the bottom. It is charac 
terized in that the keepers (4) are formed in a separate 
unit which is ?xed against the internal face of the front 
wall of the bottom by the handle-mounting means; and 
in that the closure devices (26) are mounted on the front 
wall of the lid (2) and each comprise a hook (27) 
adapted to engage with the corresponding keeper when 
the lid is closed. 

13 Claims, 12 Drawing Figures 
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PIECE OF LUGGAGE, MORE ESPECIALLY A 
SUITCASE OR DOCUMENT CASE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a piece of luggage, 
particularly a suitcase or a document case, of the type 
comprising a bottom to which a lid is hinged, a handle 
provided with means for ?tting it to the external face of 
the front wall of the bottom, and two closure devices 
each capable of cooperating with a keeper for locking 
the lid to the bottom. 
The keepers of present luggage are small ?ttings 

secured independently of each other by appropriate 
means such as screws or rivets. Presently, the position 
ing of these securing means is time-consuming and deli 
cate. It is furthermore particularly expensive, more 
especially because it requires large personnel costs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention proposes remedying these dis 
advantages and, for this, it provides a piece of luggage 
of the above-mentioned type which is characterized in 
that the keepers are formed in a single separate unit 
which is secured against the internal face of the front 
wall of the bottom by the means for ?tting the handle, 
and in that the closure devices are mounted on the front 
wall of the lid and each comprise a hook capable of 
engaging the corresponding keeper when the lid is 
closed. 
The time required for ?xing the keepers now corre 

sponds to the time required for ?xing the separate unit 
and is much shorter than heretofore. Furthermore, since 
the means for ?tting the handle also serve for securing 
the separate unit, the speci?c means which were re 
quired for ?xing the keepers need no longer be used, 
which allows a considerable reduction in the cost price 
of the luggage. 
Advantageously, the separate unit is inserted between 

two parallel gutters provided on the internal face of a 
metal shaped section forming the lateral walls of the 
bottom, these gutters being turned towards each other, 
and each receiving one of the longitudinal sides of the 
separate unit. 
The two gutters ?rmly maintain the separate unit 

against the internal face of the front wall of the bottom 
of the luggage, even if the means for mounting the 
handle were no longer to satisfactorily exercise their 
function. The risks of the separate unit being acciden~ 
tally separated from the bottom of the luggage are thus 
eliminated. 

It will be here noted that the two gutters further 
contribute to strengthening the lateral walls of the bot 
tom of the piece of luggage. 

Preferably, the lower longitudinal side of the separate 
unit ends in a downwardly-turned vertical rectilinear 
tongue whereas its upper longitudinal side is extended 
by upwardly-turned rectilinear ribs bevelled on their 
face situated on the metal shaped section side. 

In order to insert the separate unit between the two 
gutters, it is sufficient to ?t the tongue of its lower longi 
tudinal sides into the lower gutter, then to exert a pres 
sure on its upper longitudinal side so as to snap-?t the 
ribs thereof into the upper gutter. The snap-?t of the 
ribs is obviously facilitated by the presence of the bevels 
which these latter comprise on their face situated on the 
shaped metal section side.. 
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2 
According to a preferred embodiment, the keepers 

are formed by longitudinal recesses provided in the 
vicinity of the ends of the upper longitudinal side of the 
separate unit, which is Hat and horizontal. 

It will be readily understood that the construction of 
the keepers poses in this place no problem, especially if 
the separate unit is made from a moulded plastic mate 
rial. 

Preferably, the separate unit comprises two depres 
sions on its face which is turned inwardly of the bottom, 
these depressions being situated between the two keep 
ers and each provided with a bore for passing there 
through the means for mounting the handle. 
The depressions have the advantage of serving as 

housings for the handle-mounting means. They thus 
avoid these latter projecting inside the bottom of the 
piece of luggage and reducing the storage capacity 
thereof. 

Advantageously, the separate unit comprises at least 
one retractable ?nger passing through a bore in its 
upper longitudinal side, this ?nger comprising, at its end 
which is situated under the upper longitudinal side of 
the separate unit, a shoe against which bears one of the 
ends of a compression spring whose other end rests on 
a base provided on the separate unit. 
During unlocking of the closure devices holding the 

lid in the closed position, the retractable ?nger rises 
under the thrust of the spring and slightly raises the lid, 
the opening of which then becomes easier. 
According to a preferred embodiment of the piece of 

luggage in accordance with the invention, the closure 
devices are further slidably mounted on a second sepa 
rate unit ?xed against the internal face of the front wall 
of the lid and each comprise an operating button acces 
sible from the outside through a longitudinal opening 
provided in said front wall. ~ 
The ?tting of the closure devices is in its turn very 

rapid since it is limited to securing the separate unit on 
which they are mounted. 

Preferably, the second separate unit comprises a lon 
gitudinal groove receiving a rib provided on the inter 
nal face of a shaped metal section crimped at the periph 
cry of the lid. 
The positioning of the second separate unit may thus 

be achieved without proceeding by trial and error. In 
fact, the rib of the shaped section and the longitudinal 
groove of the second separate unit form reference 
points for rapidly bringing this latter into its correct 
position. The securing of the second separate unit to the 
lid is furthermore more rigid and more reliable. 

Advantageously, the closure devices each comprise a 
groove forming an extension of the groove of the sec 
ond separate unit and receiving in its turn the groove of 
the shaped metal section. 

Because of their groove, the closure devices are per 
fectly guided when they slide‘over the second separate 
unit and therefore do not risk being accidentally 
jammed. 
To facilitate their operation, it is moreover advanta 

geous for the closure devices to be movable against the 
action of return springs urging them into their locking 
position. All that the user has in fact to do is to bring 
them into their open position, the springs automatically 
returning them to their locking position. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other characteristics and advantages of the invention 
will become clear from the following description, given 
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solely by way of example and in no wise limiting, with 
reference to and accompanying drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a document case in 

accordance with the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the separate unit 

comprising the keepers of the case, this view being 
taken in the direction of arrows II—II of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a top view of the separate unit; 
FIG. 4 is a rear elevational view of the separate unit; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view along line V——V of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view along line VI--VI of FIG. 

2; . 

FIG. 7 is a sectional view along line VII-VII of 
FIG. 2; 
FIG. 8 is a partial view of the front face of the case, 

the lid thereof being in a closed position; 
FIG. 9 is a sectional view along line IX—IX of FIG. 

8; 
FIG. 10 is a top view of one of the ends of the second 

separate unit, a closure device being mounted thereon; 
FIG. 11 is a view similar to that of FIG. 10 but in 

which the closure device has been removed; and 
FIG. 12 is a sectional‘ view along line XII—XII of 

FIG. 11. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The document case which can be seen in FIG. 1 
comprises, in a quite conventional way, a bottom 1 and 
a lid 2 hinged to one another by means of hinges, not 
shown, connecting together their rear walls. 
The bottom 1 comprises a handle 3 projecting from 

the external face of its front wall. It also comprises two 
keepers 4 constructed as a separate unit 5, preferably 
from a moulded plastic material, ?xed against the inter 
nal face of its front wall. 
As can be seen in FIG. 2 and in the sectional views 

shown in FIGS. 5 to 7, the separate unit 5 is inserted 
between two parallel gutters 6 and 7 formed in the 
internal face of a shaped metal section 8 forming the 
lateral walls of bottom 1, the two gutters being turned 
towards each other whereas the shaped section 8 is 
crimped at the periphery of a plastic material shell 9 
forming the lower wall of bottom 1. 
The lower longitudinal side of the separate unit 5 

ends in a vertically downward-extending rectilinear 
tongue which is received inside the lower gutter 6. As 
for its upper longitudinal side, which is flat and horizon- I 
tal, it comprises in the vicinity of its ends, two upward 
ly-turned rectilinear ribs 10 bevelled on their face 
turned towards the shaped section 8 and snap-?tted into 
the upper gutter 7 thereof. 

In order to mount the separate unit 5 against the 
internal face of shaped section 8, the rectilinear tongue 
thereof is ?tted into the lower gutter 6, then a pressure 
directed towards shaped section 8 is exerted against its 
upper longitudinal side so as to force-?t ribs 10 in gutter 
7 

Referring in particular to FIGS. 3 and 5, it will be 
noted that keepers 4 are formed by longitudinal recesses 
formed in the vicinity of the ends of the upper longitudi 
nal side of the separate unit 5. Each recess is surrounded 
by an upwardly-projecting peripheral flange 11 and 
comprises on its transverse side situated on the handle 
side, an inclined wall 12 sloping downwards in the di 
rection of its other transverse wall (see FIG. 3). 

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 7, it will be further 
noted that the separate unit comprises two depressions 
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4 
13 on its face turned towards the inside of the bottom 1 
of the piece of luggage. 

These two depressions, which are situated between 
keepers 4, each comprise a bottom 14 extending parallel 
to the shaped section 8. As can be seen in FIG. 7, bot~ 
tom 14 is provided with a bore 15 opening inside an 
annular collar 16 whose free end bears against shaped 
section 8, between the two gutters thereof. 
Each bore 15 has passing therethrough a threaded 

rod 17 to which is pivoted one of the ends of handle 3, 
this threaded rod passing through a bore 18 formed in 
shaped section 8 whereas its free end receives a nut 19 
bearing against the bottom 14 of the corresponding 
depression. 
As shown in FIG. 7, the threaded rods 17 and nuts 19 

allow handle 3 to be mounted while securing the sepa 
rate unit 5 against the internal face of the front wall of 
bottom 1. 

Referring more particularly to FIGS. 4 and 6, it will 
also be noted that the separate unit 5 comprises two 
retractable ?ngers 20 projecting from its upper longitu 
dinal side. These retractable ?ngers are situated be 
tween a keeper and the adjacent depression 13. They 
pass through a bore 21 formed in the upper longitudinal 
side of the separate unit 5 and comprise, at the end 
thereof which is situated under this side, a shoe 22 
against which bears one of the ends of a helical spring 
23 whose other end rests on a horizontal base 24 of the 
separate unit 5. As can be seen in FIGS. 4 and 6, base 24 
bears against shaped section 8 and is connected to the 
upper longitudinal side of the separate unit 5 by means 
of two vertical plate portions 25. 

Because of springs 23 which urge them upwardly, 
retractable ?ngers 20 move lid 2 slightly away from 
bottom 1 during unlocking of the closure devices 26 of 
the case, which will be described hereafter with refer 
ence to FIGS. 8 to 12. 
These closure devices are carried by the front wall of 

lid 2 and each comprise a hook 27 able to engage with 
the inclined wall 12 of the corresponding keeper when 
the lid is closed. They are slidably mounted on a second 
separate unit 28 ?xed against the internal face of the 
front wall of the lid and each comprises an operating 
button 29 which is accessible from outside, through a 
longitudinal opening provided in the front wall of the 
lid (see FIG. 9). 
The second separate unit 28 comprises a longitudinal 

groove 30 receiving a rib 31 (visible in FIG. 9) provided 
on the internal face of a shaped metal section 32 
crimped at the periphery of lid 2. 
As shown in FIGS. 10 and 11, the separate unit 28 is 

provided, at the position of the closure devices, with a 
cut-out 33 at right angles to which its groove 30 is inter 
rupted. 
The closure devices, which penetrate into the cut 

outs 33, each comprise a groove 34 situated in the exten 
sion of groove 30 of the separate unit 28 and into which 
the rib 31 of shaped section 32 penetrates (see FIG. 9). 
They are movable longitudinally into the cut-outs 33 
against the action of return springs 35. Each spring is 
placed between a ?xed stop 36 provided on unit 28 and 
the transverse side 37 of a recessed tongue 38 extending 
the corresponding closure device 26 in the direction of ' 
the other closure device. As can be seen in FIG. 10, the 
transverse side 37 is provided with a longitudinal stud 
39 extending in the direction of stop 36 and preventing 
spring 35 from escaping accidentally. 
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It will be readily understood that spring 35 is com 
pressed when the closure device 26, shown in FIG. 10, 
is moved in the direction of arrow F and that‘ it expands 
while bringing the closure device back into the position 
shown when this latter is not subjected to the action of 
any force. 

Referring to FIGS. 11 and 12, it will be further no 
ticed that each closure device 26 is movable along two 
longitudinal slides 40 formed on the upper face of sepa 
rate unit 28 and that it is further guided along this face 
by lugs 41 encompassing it laterally and ending in pro 
tuberances projecting slightly thereabove. 
For the sake of completeness, it will be ?nally men 

tioned that the separate unit 28 is ?xed by screws, not 
vshown, connecting it to an external plate 42 bearing on 
the edges of the longitudinal opening of the front wall 
of lid 2, this plate being provided with recesses 43 
through which the closure devices are accessible from 
outside (see FIGS. 8 and 9). 

It should ?nally be noted that the document case of 
the invention in much more practical in use than present 
cases. In fact, the positioning of the closure devices on 
the front face of the lid makes them more visible. Up to 
present, these devices were on the front face of the 
bottom, at places which were not very visible and dif? 
cult of access because of the presence of the handle. 

Furthermore, with the closure devices located on the 
lid, a single gesture is required for opening and gripping 
the lid in order to bring it into its open position. 
What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by 

Letters Patent of the United States is: 
1. A piece of luggage, more especially a suitcase or 

document case, of the type comprising a bottom to 
which a lid is hinged, a handle provided with means for 
mounting same on the external face of the front wall of 
the bottom and two closure devices each adapted to 
cooperate with a keeper for locking the lid to the bot 
tom, characterized in that the keepers (4) are made as a 
single separate unit (5) which has two longitudinal sides 
and two bores and which is fixed against the internal 
face of the front wall of the bottom (1) by the means (17, 
19) for mounting a handle (3), said separate unit being 
inserted between two parallel gutters (6, 7) provided on 
the internal face of a shaped metal section (8) forming 
thelateral walls of the bottom (1), these two gutters 
being turned towards one another and each receiving 
one of the longitudinal sides of the separate unit, said 
means for mounting passing through said bores, and in 
that the closure devices (26) are mounted on the front 
wall of the lid (2) and each closure device comprises a 
hook (27) adapted to engage with the corresponding 
keeper when the lid is closed, wherein said keepers are 
located on opposite sides of said means for mounting the 
handle. 

2. The piece of luggage as claimed in claim 1, charac 
terized in that a lower one of said longitudinal sides of 
the separate unit ends in a downwardly-turned vertical 
rectilinear tongue whereas an upper one of said longitu~ 
dinal sides is extended by upwardly-turned rectilinear 
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ribs (10) bevelled on their face situated on the shaped 
metal section side (8). 

3. The piece of luggage as claimed in claim 1, charac 
terized in that the keepers (4) are formed by longitudi 
nal recesses provided in the vicinity of the ends of an 
upper one of said longitudinal sides of the separate unit 
(5). 

4. The piece of luggage as claimed in claim 3, charac 
terized in that an upper one of said longitudinal sides of 
the separate unit (5) is ?at and horizontal. 

5. The piece of luggage as claimed in claim 1, charac 
terized in that the separate unit (5) comprises two de-_ 
pressions (13) on its face which is turned towards the 
inside of the bottom (1), said bores extending into said 
depressions. ' 

6. The piece of luggage according to claim 1, charac 
terized in that the separate unit (5) comprises at least 
one retractable ?nger (20) passing through a bore (21) 
provided in an upper one of said longitudinal sides, this 
?nger carrying, at its end which is situated under the 
upper longitudinal side of the separate unit, a shoe (22) 
against which bears one of the ends of a compression 
spring (23) whose other end rests on a base (24) pro 
vided on the separate unit. 

7. The piece of luggage as claimed in claim 1, charac 
terized in that the closure devices (26) are slidably 
mounted on a second separate unit (28) ?xed against the 
internal face of the front wall of the lid (2) and each 
comprising an operating button (29) accessible from the 
outside through a longitudinal opening provided in said 
front wall. 

8. The piece of luggage as claimed in claim 7, charac 
terized in that the second separate unit (28) comprises a 
longitudinal groove (30) receiving a rib (31) provided 
on the internal face of a shaped metal section (32) 
crimped at the periphery of the lid (2). 

9. The piece of luggage as claimed in claim 8, charac 
terized in that the closure devices (26) each comprise a 
groove (34) situated in an extension of said longitudinal 
groove of the second separate unit (28) and receiving in 
its turn the rib (31) of the shaped metal section (32). 

10. The piece of luggage as claimed in claim 7, char 
acterized in that the closure devices (26) are movable 
against the action of return springs (35) urging them 
into their locking position. 

11. The piece of luggage as claimed in claim 7, char 
acterized in that the closure devices (26) are movable 
along parallel slides (40)‘on the face of the second sepa 
rate unit (28) which is turned towards the longitudinal 
opening provided in the front wall of the lid (2). 

12. The piece of luggage as claimed in claim 11, char 
acterized in that the closure devices (26) are further 
guided by lugs (41) encompassing them laterally and 
ending in protuberances projecting slightly above them. 

13. The piece of luggage aslclaimed in claim 7, char 
acterized in that the second separate unit (28) is ?xed by 
means connecting it to an external. plate (42) bearing on 
the edges of the longitudinal opening in the front wall of 
the lid (2), this plate being provided with recesses (43) 
through which the closure devices are accessible from 
the outside. 

* * ‘it * =i< 


