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MAP HOLDER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Body supported printed surfaces are well known in 
the prior art, as can be seen by reference to US. Pat. 
Nos. 956,534; 2,099,295; 2,876,022; 3,215,453; and 
3,407,757. All the references cited are characterized by 
the fact that they are intended to support a surface rigid 
enough to be suitable for writing thereupon, and are not 
designed for use where a'surface of sufficient rigidity 
for such purpose would both obtrusively hamper the 
activity of the user and be a signi?cant hazard to his 
safety. 
With the growth of downhill skiing and cross coun 

try skiing as a recreational activity in recent years, ski 
areas have been increasingly enlarged, particularly in 
the western mountain region. This enlargement has 
often times resulted in a single ski are having as many as 
ten and more individual chair lifts, extending across two 
or more mountain peaks within a mountain range. It is 
not unusual for ski areas to have expanded to such an 
extent that what was originally two and perhaps three 
ski areas have since become a single vast network cov 
ering many miles in horizontal extent, as well as vertical 
fall. The use of a paper ski area map by carrying it on 
one’s person, usually made available at no cost to the 
skier by the ski area, began as a convenience to the 
novice skier and has, as a consequence of the foregoing 
described growth, become a necessity to both the nov 
ice and the expert. 

It should also be pointed out that there is a signi?cant 
danger in a novice skiing without such a map. After 
taking a wrong or careless turn, a novice is likely to be 
forced to return by way of an expert trail which will be 
steeper and more hazardous then he can safely negoti 
ate. Although trails are generally marked as to their 
dif?culty, it is a near physical impossibility, particularly 
for a novice to climb back along a trail with skis 
mounted or carrying skis and ski poles to the point at 
which the wrong turn was taken. 

Skiing apparel are generally amply supplied with 
zippered or otherwise sealable pockets without which 
ski area maps would be quickly lost or destroyed by 
moisture and wind. It being a necessity,'for the most 
part, to ski with heavily insulated gloves or mittens in 
which must be carried a pair of ski poles, stopping to 
refer to a map to make certain of one’s location or the 
location of a desired trail, becomes a very time consum 
ing and cumbersome maneuver. For the novice it repre 
sents an activity which can easily result in losing either 
a mitten or a ski pole or unnecessarily falling upon one’s 
side in deep snow from which position he typically will 
have considerable difficulty in extricating himself. 
The instant invention was developed speci?cally as a 

solution to the hereinabove described problem whereby 
a skier, either a novice or expert can have instantly 
available a ski area map for convenient reference with 
out requiring that ski poles be unstrapped from ski mit 
tens, ski mittens be removed from hands, a ski pocket be 
unzippered, cold hands be required to hold. a map for 
reference, and the reverse sequence ,of activities be 
repeated before skiing can be recommenced. It is often 
desirable to refer to a ski map several times during any 
one descent of a hill. The ski map holder would both 
save time and serve to make referral to a map conve 
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2 
nient, thus avoiding the frequency of skiing without 
proper bearings and/or on inappropriate trails. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is the provision of 
a ski area map holder which is very simple in its fabrica 
tion, yet provides considerable convenience when it is 
employed by the user. 
A further object of the instant invention is the provi 

sion of a pliable, body supported map holder which will 
relieve a skier from the inconvenience of having to 
retrieve an unprotected map from a zippered pocket. 

Still another object of the instant invention is the 
provision of a map holder whose position on a skier’s 
exterior clothing is maintained by friction to keep it in 
full view at all times. 
Yet another object of the instant invention is the 

provision of a map holder for skiers which can be manu 
factured at a very low cost and in great quantities, and 
which further should receive wide acceptance in the 
skiing industry, due to the bene?ts and added conve 
nience which will accrue to the user. 
Another object of the instant invention is the provi 

sion of a ski area map holder which is water resistant. 
Still a further object of the instant invention is the 

provision of a ski area map holder which is adjustable to 
different sized users or different clothing of the same 
user. 

Yet a further object of the instant invention is the 
provision of a ski area map holder which will in the long 
run reduce the cost of providing maps in ski areas be 
cause it will protect individual maps from wear and 
tear. 
These and other objects and advantages and novel 

features of the invention will become apparent from the 
following detailed description of the invention when 
considered in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of the instant in 
vention depicting the strap in a closed position; 
FIG. 2 is a rear perspective view showing a flap 

provided for interchanging maps in the ski area map 
holder; 
FIGS. 3-5 show the instant invention in use on a 

skier’s forearm; and 
FIG. 6 shows the instant invention in use on a skier’s 

wrist. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate a preferred embodiment of 
the ski area map holder, shown generally at 10, which is 
designed to be strapped onto a skier’s arm. The position 
and snugness can be adjusted as desired by the particu 
lar skier. The map holder 10 consists of two elements. 
The primary element is the planar support element 11 
which is a pliable structure. The planar support element 
11 is shaped to provide a rectangular map supporting 
section 12 at its approximate center and male and female 
strap sections 13 and 14, respectively, to either side. For 
added strength, each strap section is gusseted where it 
joins the rectangular map supporting section 12. 
The male strap 13 has a boss 15 with an enlarged head 

near its end and an adjacent loop 16 on the side towards 
the rectangular map supporting section. The female 
strap 14 has a row of perforations 17 centered along an 
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appropriate section of its length. The support element 
11 further has two bosses 18 with enlarged heads lo 
cated on its back along with a plurality of smaller 
equally spaced nipples 19. Construction of the planar 
support element 11 is contemplated to be primarily of an 
injection molded opaque plastic, but other materials and 
processes well known in the art could be utilized. The 
planar support element 11 is suf?ciently pliable and thin 
so that the map holder 10 can be easily wrapped around 
a skier’s limb. The ?exibility also makes the map holder 
10 safe and unobtrusive for the active sport of skiing. 
The second element of the map holder 10 is the trans 

lucent map enclosing element 21. The map enclosing 
element 21 is a planar translucent structure with a rect 
angular section substantially the same size and shape as 
the map supporting section 12 of the planar support 
element 11 and a trapezoidal section which functions as 
a flap 22, its base being one of the sides not adjacent to 
a strap side of the rectangular section. The other three 
sides of the rectangle are af?xed by heat welding or the 
like to the map supporting section 12 of the planar sup 
port element 11. A crease is formed by heat pressing or 
the like at the base of the flap 22 in order to minimize 
the space through which snow can enter. Two perfora 
tions 23 in the ?ap 22 are located to engage the bosses 
18 on the back of the planar support element 11. The 
flap 22 is amply sized to form a water-resistant enclo 
sure for a map. Also, on the back of flap 22 are ?ap 
nipples 24 similar to those support element nipples 19 on 
the back of the planar support element 11. The flap 
nipples 24 are formed by heat stamping means or the 
like. The support element nipples 19 and flap nipples 24 
help prevent the map holder 10 from slipping away 
from the position in which a skier might place it on his 
limb. 
The ski area map holder 10 is utilized by ?rst insert 

ing an appropriately sized printed ski area map between 
the planar support element 11 and the map enclosing 
element 21. The flap 22 is then folded over and closed 
by snapping the holes or perforations 23 over the bosses 
18 on the back of the planar support element 11. With 
the map in place and visible through the map enclosing 
element 21, the map holder can be placed on the skier’s 
arm by wrapping the holder around the arm until the 
ends of the straps l3 and 14 meet. The female strap 14 is 
inserted into the loop 16 and pulled through until the 
holder 10 is as snug as desired. The straps are then 
secured by snapping one of the perforations 17 in the 
female strap 14 onto the boss 15 on the male strap 13. 
The map holder 10 is preferably made of water-resis 

tant plastic that is relatively thin and light compared to 
a ski boot, mitten or glove. Since the holder is thin, 
pliable, and conforms to the roundness of the skier’s arm 
or wrist as well as folds in his jacket as he opens and 
closes his arm, it is safe and unencumbering in active 
skiing (FIGS. 3—6). The translucent plastic cover 21 and 
?ap 22 would satisfactorily prevent moisture from 
reaching a paper map under normal skiing conditions. 
The materials and construction techniques chosen for 
the map holder 10 allow it to be manufactured inexpen 
sively and to be stored ?at and compactly in large quan 
tities. The holder is less likely to be lost and is capable 
of enduring more use than a conventional map. It may 
thus be no more costly to provide free to lift ticket 
purchasers than current unprotected paper maps. 
The ski area map holder 10 can be altered in many 

ways within the basic concept of this invention. For 
instance, the planar support element 11 itself could be 
translucent and the map held in place behind it by an 
opaque element. The strap could utilize other connect 
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4 
ing means such as a hook and loop fabric fastener, vel 
cro fasteners, double “D” rings, or a conventional 
buckle. Also, an elastic band could be utilized in place 
of straps. A tracky rubber lining could replace the nip 
ples in stopping slippage. Additionally, the map holder 
10 could be manufactured in a curved rather than flat 
shape, so that it would conform more readily to the 
shape of a skier’s limb. The map holder could also be 
manufactured so that it would retain whatever curved 
shape a particular skier may desire to bend it into. 
The single most signi?cant variation in the design is 

the alternative of permanently attaching the map to the 
planar support element 11. Some of the ways of accom 
plishing this are for the map to be printed directly or 
adhesively secured onto the exposed surface of the 
support element, or, on the back of a translucent portion 
of the support element. Also, a map could be perma 
nently incorporated into a plastic lamination similar to 
the preferred embodiment, without any ?ap for ex 
changing maps. Any of these alternative embodiments 
would provide a water-resistant holder and map enclo 
sure. 

Obvious numerous modi?cations and variations of 
the present invention are possible in light of the above 
teachings. It is therefore to be understood that within 
the scope of the appended Claims, the'invention may be 
practiced otherwise than as speci?cally described 
therein. 
We claim: 
1. A map holder which is adaptable for use by a skier 

while skiing, comprising: 
a pliable planar support element including a rectangu 

lar map supporting section, a male strap section, 
and a female strap section, said strap sections being 
attached to and extending outwardly from opposite 
sides of said map supporting section; 

said map supporting section including an interior side 
having a plurality of spaced apart friction nipples 
formed thereon and a pair of bosses attached 
thereto and extending outwardly therefrom; 

said male strap including an outwardly extending 
boss attached near its free end and a retaining loop 
attached intermediate said boss and said map sup 
porting section; 

said female strap including a plurality of perforations 
formed therein and spaced along a section of its 
length, said perforations adapted to matingly en 
gage said boss on said male strap to secure said map 
holder on a limb of the skier; 

a pliable planar translucent rectangular map enclos 
ing element sealed along three of its outer edges to 
three outer edges of said map supporting section 
thereby forming a map pocket therebetween; 

a flap attached to and extending from a fourth edge of 
said map enclosing element, said ?ap being dis 
posed to fold over the interior side of said map 
supporting section, said ?ap including a plurality of 
spaced apart friction nipples formed thereon and a 
pair of perforations formed therein and adapted to 
matingly engage said pair of bosses on the interior 
side of said map supporting section to secure said 
?ap in a closed position, thereby providing a water 
resistant map pocket. = 

2. The map holder of claim 1 wherein a map is printed 
on the exposed surface of the support element. _ 

3. The map holder of claim 1 wherein a portion of the 
supportr'element istranslucent and a map is printed on 
the exposed surface of the support element to be read 
through the translucent portion. 

. * * * 1k * 


