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To all whom it may concern. 
_ Be it known that it, GEORGE J. BRENNEN, 
of Lynn, county of Essex, State of Massachu 
setts, have invented an Improvement in (ion 

5 nectors for Electric Conductors, of which the 
following description, in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, is a speci?cation, 
like letters and ?gures on the drawings rep 
resenting like parts. 

10 Myinvent-ion relates to a clip or a connector 
for forming a mechanical and electrical con 
nection between two or more conducting-wires 
or two portions of the same conductor, the de 
vice constituting a splice or coupler for con 

15 necting the adjoining ends of a wire and af 
fording an efficient and less expensive joint 
than the usual form of joint or connection 
made by twisting one wire about another and 
then soldering. 

20 The invention is embodied ina connector 
composed of a loop-shaped socket-piece of 
moderately malleable material having paral 
lel wire-receiving sockets a short distance 
apart and connected by a slot formed in the 

2 5 body of the socket-piece and extending to the 
walls of the sockets, which are thus circum 
ferentially discontinuous and capable of be 
ing contracted by closing together the walls 
of the slot in the socket-piece, which is made 

30 originally with the sockets of suf?cient size 
to receive the wire freely within them, and 
after the wire is inserted in the socket it is 
securely fastened mechanically and electric 
ally within the socket-piece by driving to 

35 gether the walls of the slot in the socket 
piece, and thereby contracting the walls of the 
wire - sockets upon the wire——an operation 
which may be performed by a hammer and 
generally without resort to any tools espe 

4o cially devised for the purpose. 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a wire 

connecting clip embodying this invention; 
Fig. 2, an end elevation thereof ; and Fig. 3, 

' an end elevation of the clip applied and se 
45 cured upon the wires, which are shown in 

cross-section. 
The connecting devices consist, essentially, 

of a socket-piece a, having parallel wire-re 
ceiving sockets a2 a3, connected by a slot a4, 

formed in the body of the socket-piece be- 50 
tween said sockets a2 a3, which are set a suf 
?cient distance apart to give an appreciable 
length to the slot a3, affording a substantial 
mass of metal at either side of the slot be 
tween the sockets, the matorial of the socket- 55 
piece at the walls of the slot being thicker 
than that around the walls of the sockets. 
Each socket a2 a3 is consequently circumfer 
entially discontinuous, and is capable of be 
ing contracted or made of smaller bore or di- 60 
ameter by drawing together the ends that in 
tersect with or terminate in the slot a“. The 
socket-piece is originally made, as shown in 
Fig. 1, with the walls of the slot wider apart 
and the sockets more open than they are after 65 
the piece has been applied to the wire, as 
shown in Fig. 3, the said sockets being origi 
nally of suf?cient size to receive the wires 
freely within them. ' 
In applying the connector so as to mechanic- 7o 

ally and electrically connect the wires 1) b2, 
Fig.3, the said wires are inserted in the sock 
ets a2 as, after which the socket-piece is con 
tracted by hammering the walls of the slot 
together, in which operation the walls of the 75 
sockets a2 a3 are contracted and drawn tightly 
around the wires, while the thicker masses 
forming the walls of the socket-pieces be 
tween the sockets press against the wires with 
a wedge-like action, thus affording a very ef- 8o 
?cient clamping action to hold the wires and 
bringing the socket-piece into extremely in 
timate contact with the surface of the wires. 
This contraction of the socket-piece may be 
easily produced by striking blows by a ham- 85 
mer on the wall at one side of the slot, as 
shown at 2, Fig. 2, while the opposite wall 3 
is resting on any suitable support or anvil, 
and no special tools are required to properly 
apply the socket-piece to the wire. 90 
The socket-piece is represented as having 

sockets of different diameters to receive wires 
of different size—as, for example, where a 
branch wire isconnected with a main wire or 
feeder; but it is obvious that the sockets may 95 
be of equal size, they being in all cases of 
proper size to ?t the wire to which the con 
nector is to be applied and affording loose 
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?t when in original condition and a close ~?t 
and clamping action when subsequently con 
tracted upon the wire. 

I claim— 
5 A connector for electric conductors, com 

prising aloop-shaped socket-piece having par 
allel wire-receiving sockets and a connecting 
slot’ for contractile action, the said sockets 
being slightly larger than the wires to be con 

I0 nected thereby and being made circumfer 
entially discontinuous by said connecting-slot 

and contractible by hammering on the walls 
of the slot of the socket-piece between said 
sockets, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my I 5 

name to this speci?cation in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

GEORGE J. BRENNEN. 

W'itnesses: 
.ToHN H. MORISON, 
M. E. HILL. 


