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[57] ABSTRACT 
A computer controlled impact printer has a replaceable 
ribbon guide assembly mounted on a printhead. The 
assembly is movable vertically between at least two 
stable positions. Each position places a differently col 
ored portion of the ribbon between the printhead and a 
sheet of paper. Rotation of a pair of opposed cams 
changes the vertical position of the assembly. One cam 
is ?xed and the other is rotatable by a pawl operating on 
a ratchet wheel secured to the cam. The pawl is 
mounted on the assembly for a longitudinal sliding 
movement. Movement of the printhead to a preselected 
position at or near one end of its travel path drives the 
pawl into an abutment surface which displaces the pawl 
a predetermined distance. The displacement rotates the 
movable cam from one stable vertical position to an 
other. The mating cam surfaces preferably have match 
ing sawtooth con?gurations with recesses formed in the 
tips of the teeth of one cam. The cams are biased 
towards one another and the pawl is biased towards the 
abutment surface. 

12 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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REPLACEABLE ASSEMBLY FOR MULTICOLOR 
PRINTING ' 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to printers. More 
speci?cally, it relates to an attachment for a computer 
controlled impact printer that allows a conventional 
one-color printer to print in any of two or more colors. 
Many conventional printers, particularly printers 

designed for use as computer outputvdevices, are impact 
printers where a printhead impacts a character against 
an inked ribbon and an underlying sheet of paper. Typi 
cally the printhead translates back and forth across the 
paper under the control of a host computer or data 
source. 

One limitation on conventional printers is that they 
normally are capable of printing in only one color, 
typically black. The ribbon, if a ribbon is used, carries 
ink of only one color. While printers are available 
which can print in more than one color—with changes 
between colors occurring during a continuous printing 
operation-these devices are more complicated. They 
require a different printhead, control logic and other 
modi?cations. They are also signi?cantly more expen 
sive than comparable one-color printers. Heretofore 
there has been no mechanism or system which would 
give a standard one-color printer'the capability of print 
ing in two or more colors. In particular there has been 
no such device or system which could be readily at 
tached to existing printers. 

It is therefore a principal object of this invention to 
provide a mechanism that allows a conventional one 
color printer to print in multiple colors. 
Another principal object is to provide such a multi 

color capability with no alterations or only minor alter 
ations in the construction of the conventional printer. 
A further object is to provide conversion between 

colors during a printing operation under the control of 
a computer or data source. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a mech 

anism with the foregoing advantages which has a com 
paratively low cost of manufacture. 
A further object is to provide such a mechanism 

which is replaceable and which does not interfere with 
the normal printing operation. 
Yet another object is to provide a multicolor capabil 

ity which allows an “initialization” to ensure that the 
printing operation begins with a predetermined color. 
A further object is to provide a mechanism with the 

foregoing advantages that is compact and reliable. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An assembly for an impact printer that allows print 
ing in two or more colors is carried on a linearly trans 
lating printhead of the printer. The assembly is mounted 
so that it is movable vertically with respect to the print 
head between a succession of stable vertical positions. 
The printer operates in conjunction with an inked rib 
bon that has at least two distinct, longitudinally extend 
ing bands or portions carrying inks of different colors. 
The assembly includes ribbon guides that direct the 
ribbon between the printhead and a sheet of paper being 
printed. The separation among the vertical positions of 
the assembly are correlated with the locations and di 
mensions of the colored portions of the ribbon so that 
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2 
each vertical position results in printing in a color 
uniquely associated with that position. 
The assembly includes a mechanical arrangement for 

converting vthe movement of the printhead and the mul 
ticolor assembly to a predetermined position (typically 
at or near one extreme margin of the paper) into a 
change in the vertical position of the assembly. This 
mechanical arrangement also secures the assembly in 
the selected vertical position during subsequent printing 
and allows for an “initialization” procedure that guaran 
tees that the assembly is in a known one of the vertical 
positions.) I - 

In a preferred form, the assembly has a frame which 
'is mounted for a vertical sliding movement on a set of 
pins secured to the printhead. The frame supports the 
mechanical arrangement which can take the form of a 
pair of mutually rotatable cams with mating, saw-tooth 
or “mountain range” con?gured teeth that act as the 
cam surfaces. Preferably one cam is ?xed and the other 
is rotatable. A pawl, mounted for a longitudinal sliding 
movement in the frame, is operatively engaged to av 
ratchet wheel that is secured to the rotatable cam. The 
pawl extends generally along the path of travel of the 
printhead and projects from the assembly towardan 
abutment surface, preferably a wall portion of the 
printer frame. The dimensions of the pawl and the loca 
tion of the pawl and the abutment surface are such that 
when the printhead moves to one margin of the paper 
the pawl strikes the abutment surface and travels a suf?y 
cient distance to rotate the ratchet and the associated 
cam from one stable vertical position to another. In a 
two color form, one stable position corresponds to the 
mating of the cams being intermeshed and the other 
stable position corresponds to the teeth of one cam 
resting in small notches formed in opposed teeth of the; 
other cam. In the latter position, a small rotation of the; 
cams results in the teeth disengaging from the notches 
and moving to the fully intermeshed position. A small 
movement of the pawl therfore “initializes” the assem 
bly by placing the cams in the fully intermeshed posi 
tion. Also in the preferred form, the cams are biased 
toward one another and the pawl is biased toward the 
abutment surface. 
These and other features and objects of this invention 

will be more fully understood from the following de 
tailed description which should be read in light of the 
accompanying drawings. ' 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a conventional com 
puter controlled impact printer utilizing multicolor 
ribbon and a replaceable multicolor assembly according 
to this invention; 
FIG. 2 is a bottom plan view of the multicolor assem 

bly shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a view in front elevation of the assembly 

shown in FIGS. 1 and 2; 
FIG. 4 is a detailed view in front elevation of the cam 

system of the assembly shown in FIGS. 1-3 with the 
cams in the lowered or fully intermeshed position; 
FIG. 4A is a fragmentary top plan view of the pawl, 

ratchet wheel, and abutment surface corresponding to 
FIG. 4; 
FIG. 5 is a detailed view in front elevation corre 

sponding to FIG. 4 but with the cams in the raised 
position; and 
FIG. 5A is a fragmentary top plan view correspond 

ing to FIG. 4A but with the operative elements in a 
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position that places the cams in the position shown in 
FIG. 5. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS , 

FIG. 1 shows a typical impact printer 12 used as an 
output device for a computer or a data source (not 
shown). The printer 12 includes a printhead 14 which 
moves back and forth along a straight line path that is 
generally transverse to the direction of movement 
(arrow 15) of a sheet of paper 16 used in the printer. An 
inked ribbon 18 is housed within a frame 20 of the 
printer and moves generally along its length over a path 
which carries it to an impact point 17 between the print 
head 14 and the paper 16. The host computer or data 
source controls the movement of the printhead and the 
advance of the paper to print the desired text line-by 
line. Typically the sheet will contain a maximum of 75 
to 80 columns of characters on each line. 
The computer or data source also controls the selec 

tion of a character, typically an alpha numeric character 
or punctuation mark, which is selected in the printhead 
and impacts upon the side of the ribbon adjacent the 
printhead. The impact drives the ribbon against the 
paper causing an image of the selected character to be 
printed on the paper. Representative printers of the type 
described are sold by the Centronics Data Products 
Corporation of Hudson, New Hampshire, under the 
trade designation Model 730 and Model 737. 
A principal feature of the present invention is a de 

tachable ribbon guide assembly 22 which can be best 
seen in FIGS. 2-5A. The assembly is secured to the 
front end of the printhead adjacent the ribbon on a pair 
of mounting pins 24, 24 which are secured at their lower 
end to the printhead and extend generally in a vertical 
direction. The assembly has a frame indicated generally 
at 26 which includes mounting holes 28 and 30 that 
receive the mounting pins 24, 24 to ?x the location of 
the assembly 22 on the printhead while allowing the 
assembly to move vertically along the pins. 
The frame includes a central portion 26a which gen 

erally spans the front end of the printhead in a lateral 
direction, a pair of adjoining side walls 26b and 26c and 
a pair of laterally extending and generally horizontal 
side ?anges 26d and 26e secured to the side walls 26b 
and 260, respectively. The upper surface of the ?anges 
26d and 260 are spaced vertically from the lower sur 
face of the central frame 26a by a distance at least equal 
to the width of the ribbon. The mounting hole 28 is 
formed in the side ?ange 26d. The assembly 22 includes 
a set of ribbon guide pins 32, 32 and a pair of freely 
rotating rollers 34, 34 which guide the ribbon 18 around 
the outer periphery of the assembly 22 and past the 
impact point 17. The pins 32, 32 are ?xed and have a 
generally vertical orientation. They extend for a suf? 
cient distance to reliably engage and guide the ribbon 
through a right angle turn from an orientation generally 
parallel to the paper toward generally transverse to 
perpendicular to the paper. The rollers 34, 34 guide the 
ribbon through the impact area at the front end of the 
printhead. The rollers 34, 34 are preferably slightly 
tapered. The pins 32, 32, the roller 34, 34 and the hori 
zontal surfaces of the frame 26 adjacent the ribbon also 
ensure that at least the portion of the ribbon carried on 
the assembly 22 will move vertically in conjunction 
with the assembly. 
The assembly 22 includes a mechanical subassembly 

36 which controls the vertical movement and location 
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4 
of the entire assembly 22 with respect to the printhead 
14. The principal components of the subassembly 36 are 
a pair of generally cylindrical, cams 38 and 40, a ratchet 
wheel 42 secured to the upper cam 38, and a pawl 44 
operatively coupled to the ratchet wheel. The lower 
cam element 40 has an integral and downwardly pro 
jecting ?ange 40a which engages an adjacent surface of 
the printhead carrier and prevents the ‘rotation of the 
cam 40. A central stud 46 formed integrally with the 
cam 40 and extends upwardly through a central aper 
ture 380 formed in the cam 38. The stud and aperture 
align the cams with respect to one another and provides 
an axis of rotation for the cam 38. The sides of the cams 
38 and 40 terminate in opposed, mating cam surfaces 38c 
and 40c, respectively. The surfaces 380 and 400 both 
have a generally saw-tooth or “mountain range” con?g 
uration. The teeth of the cam surface 3&- can be viewed 
as a set of equal sided triangles arrayed around the 
circumference of the cam and each terminating at a tip 
38d. The cam surface 400 has an identical con?guration 
except that the teeth are oppositely directed and the tip 
of each tooth has a notch 40d which is adapted to re 
ceive a tip 38d in a mating relationship. 
When the cams 38 and 40 are mutually rotated they 

move between two stable vertical positions. The ?rst or 
“lowered” position exists when the teeth are fully inter 
meshed as shown in FIG. 4. The second or “raised” 
position occurs when the tips 38d of the cam 38 are 
engaged in the notches 40d of the cam 40 as shown in 
FIG. 5. A slight rotation of the cams will dislodge the 
tip 38d from the notch 40d. The weight of the assembly 
22 as well as a biasing spring 48 will then drive the cams 
into the lowered position. The spring 48 is secured 
between a retaining washer 50 on the free end of the 
stud 46 and the upper wall 26a of the frame. 
The movement of the assembly 22 between lowered 

and raised positions (corresponding to the lowered and 
raised positions of the cam elements 38 and 40) is under 
the control of the computer or data source controlling 
the movement of the printhead. More speci?cally, a 
change from one position to another occurs when the 
printhead and the assembly 22 carried on the printhead 
travel to a predetermined location at one end of the 
permitted travel of the printhead. In this position the 
pawl 44 strikes and is moved longitudinally by an abut 
ment surface 52 which, as shown, is a portion of the 
ribbon guide wall of the printer frame 20. 
The pawl 44 is held in a channel 54 which orients the 

pawl in a direction generally aligned with the move 
ment of the printhead and allows a longitudinal recipro 
cation of the pawl against the bias of a spring 56 (FIG. 
4A) secured between the pawl and the frame portion 
260. The pawl contains two notches 56a and 56b which 
are adapted to engage the teeth on the ratchet wheel 42 
which is secured to or formed integrally with the upper 
rotatable cam 38. During a maximum displacement of 
the pawl when the printhead travels to its extreme mar 
ginal position the ratchet wheel undergoes a rotation 
through a predetermined angular displacement. The 
value for this angular displacement depends on the 
dimensions and con?gurations of the cam surfaces 380 
and 400. A maximum displacement of the pawl and a 
corresponding rotation of the ratchet wheel carry the 
rotatable cam 38 from one stable vertical position to the 
next successive stable vertical position. For the two 
position cam shown, a full translation of the pawl 
carries the cam 38 through a rotation of approximately 
60 degrees. This rotation carries the cam 38 from the 
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fully lowered position to thefully raised position or 
from the fully raised position to the‘ fully lowered posi 
tion, depending upon the initial verticalposition of the 
cams prior to the operation of the pawl. 
For two color operation with the assembly shown in ' 

FIGS. 1-5A, the ribbon 18 has an upper and lower 
bands or portion 18a and 18b which are each impreg 
nated with an ink of a different color, typically black 

. and red. When the cams 38 and 40 are rotated into the 
lowered position, the black portion of the ribbon is 
located under the impacting'character of the printhead 
and therefore a black colored character will begprinted 
on the paper. When'the cams 38 and 40 are in the raised 
vertical position, the lower half of the ribbon will be 
before the impacting character of the printhead and 
therefore a red colored character will be printed on the 
paper. The vertical position of the assembly 22 carrying 
the ribbon 18 past the printhead therefore controls the 
choice of color being printed on the paper 16. 
To change thecolor, a control signal drives‘ the print 

head to a predetermined position (e.'g. one correspond 
ing to an extreme righthand column of the paper such as 
column 80) which is designed to depress the-pawl the 
distance required to change the cam orientation from 
one position to the other. It should be also noted that 
this color change can occur at any point during the 
printing process since the instruction can be given to 
drive the printhead to the appropriate color changing 
position and then the printhead ‘can be returned to an 
intermediate column in the same line to continue print 
ing in the newly selected color. 

This invention is also conducive to an “initializing” 
procedure which can guarantee that the assembly 22 is 
in one color position or the other. This procedure in 
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volves translating the printhead to a position short of 35 
the position which would change colors (e.g. to column 
78 rather than column 80). This initializing movement 
of the printhead will cause a short stroke of the pawl 
and a corresponding small rotation of the ratchet and 
cam 38. If the cam is in the raised position the rotation 
will be sufficient to dislodge the tip 38d from the notch 
40:1. The cam 38 will then fall into the lowered position. 
If the cams are already in the lowered position, the 
initializing procedure will slightly raise the cams but 
then allow them to fall back to the initial fully inter 
meshed or lowered position. This “initializing" capabil 
ity is particularly important at the beginning of a print 
ing operation where the assembly can be in either of 
two positions and the computer program or data source 
will not necessarily have information as to the actual 
position of the assembly. 
While the invention has been described with respect 

to a preferred, two color embodiment, it will be readily 
understood that the principles described herein can be 
extended to operation with three, four or more colors 
through the use of more complicated cam surfaces and 
multicolored ribbons. Further, while one particular 
con?guration for the cam surfaces has been described, it 
should be understood that other cam arrangements are 
also possible. For example, the mating cam surfaces can 
have two substantially horizontal portions connected 
by ramp portions such that the cams move between a 
intermeshed or lowered position and a raised position 
but that a change from one position to another requires 
a rotation of 180 degrees. With this cam con?guration 
the above described initialization procedure will not be 
possible. Other alternatives include the use of a ?xed 
pawl secured to the frame assembly or one mounted on 

50 

55 

65 

6 
the printhead as opposed to the ribbon guide assembly 
22. More generally, various mechanical arrangements 
can be‘devised‘ to convert a linear movement of the 
printhead-to a preselected position into an incremental 
vertical movement of a ribbon guide assembly between 
two or more predetermined and stable vertical posi 
tions. These and other variations and modi?cations 
which occur to those skilled in the art with the forego 
ing description and drawings are intended to fall withi 
the scope of the appended claims. ‘ 
What is claimed is: 

‘ 1. In a printer with a'printhead that travels horizon 
tally in a path adjacent a sheet of paper and a printing 
ribbon that moves between the printhead and the paper, 
the ribbon having at least two discrete, longitudinally 
extending portions each impregnated with an ink of a 
different color, the improvement comprising 

a frame, _ 

means ‘for mounting said frame on said printhead to 
" ‘anew a vertical movement of the frame with_re 

spect to the printhead, I I _‘ v , I 1 

guide means carried on said frame for directing the 
ribbon to a position between the printhead and the 
paper, and , 

mechanical means secured to said frame for trans 
forming a generally linear motion of said frame 
along said path into a vertical movement of said 
frame, guide means and the length of ribbon car 
ried in said frame and guide means between at least 
two .predetermined, stable vertical positions, each 
of said positions placing one of said ribbon color 
portions before said printhead to print inthe color _ 
of that portion, 

said mechanical means comprsing 
an opposed pair of generally cylindrical cams that are 

mutually rotatable about a common, vertical axis of 
rotation, and each having a cam surface formed on 
their opposed end faces, said cam surfaces being 
operatively engaged with one another so that said 
mutual rotation carries said cam surfaces through a 
rotating, sliding engagement that moves said cams 
and said frame on which said cams are secured 
between said at least two predetermined vertical 
positions, one of said cams being ?xed against rota 
tion and the other of said cams being rotatable in 
response to a displacement of said print head along 
said path. 

2. The improvement of claim 1 wherein the mating 
cam surfaces of said cams have a generally saw-tooth 
con?guration. 

3. The improvement according to claim 2 wherein 
said securing means comprises notches formed in the 
tips of the teeth of one of said cams, said notches being 
adapted to secure the cams in a spaced apart relation 
corresponding to one of said predetermined vertical 
positions. 

4. The improvement according to claim 1 wherein 
said mechanical means includes a ratchet secured to said 
rotatable cam and a pawl operatively coupled to said 
ratchet. 

5. The improvement according to claim 4 wherein 
said mechanical means includes an abutment surface 
located to engage one end of said pawl when said print 
head is at or near said at least one predetermined posi- - 
tions and includes means secured to said frame for 
mounting said pawl for a longitudinal sliding move 
ment. 
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6. The improvement according to claim 5 wherein 

said pawl is biased toward said abutment surface. 7. The improvement according to claim 5 wherein 

said mechanical means includes means for biasing said, 
cams toward one another. 

8. The improvement according to claim 5 wherein, 
said pawl is biased toward said abutment surface. 

9. The improvement according to claim 5 wherein 
said mechanical means includes means for biasing said 
cams toward one another. , 

10. The improvement according to claim 1 further 
comprising replaceable mounting means including a set 
of vertically oriented pins secured to said printhead and 
an aligned set of openings in said frame that receive said 
pins, said pins guiding said frame during said vertical 
movement. 

11. In a printer with a printhead that travels horizon 
tally in a path adjacent a sheet of vpaper and a printing 
ribbon that moves between the printhead and the paper, 
the ribbon having at least two discrete, longitudinally 
extending portions each'impregnated with an ink of a 
different color, the improvement comprising 

a frame, 
means for replaceably mounting said frame on said 

printhead to allow a vertical movement of the 
frame with respect to the printhead, 

guide means ‘carried on said frame for directing the 
ribbon to a position between the printhead and the 
paper, and 

means secured to said frame for moving said frame, 
guide means and the length of ribbon carried in said 
frame and guide means between at least two prede 
termined, ‘stable vertical positions, each of said 
positions placing one of said ribbon color portions 
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8 
before said printhead to print in the color of that 
'portion, said frame moving means comprising 
(i) an opposed ‘pair of generally cylindrical cams 

that are mutually rotatable about a common 
vertical axis of rotation, and each having a cam 
surfaces formed on their opposed end faces that 
operatively engage on another and have a gener 
ally saw-toothcon?guration and notches formed 
in the tips of the teeth of one of said cams, said 
notches being adapted to secure the cams in a 
spaced apart relation corresponding to one of 
said predetermined vertical positions, said mu 
tual rotation carrying said saw tooth cam sur 
faces through a rotating, circumferential sliding 
engagement that moves said cams and said frame 
on which said cams are secured between said at 

I least two predetermined positions, 
(ii) ratchet means secured to one of said cams and a 
pawl operatively coupled to said ratchet and 
mounted on said frame for a longitudinal sliding 
movement with respect to said frame, and 

(iii) an abutment surface located to engage one end 
of said pawl when said printhead is at or near at 
least one predetermined horizontal position on 
its travel path, 

said frame moving means operating in response to the 
travel of said printhead to said at least one prede 
termined horizontal position. 

12. The improvement according to claim 11 wherein 
said replaceable mounting means comprises a set of pins 
secured to said printhead and an aligned set of openings 
in said frame. 

# i * t i 


