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[57] ABSTRACT 
A structural support is provided for use in an internal 
wall partition assembly, and which is adapted to func 
tion in a variety of structural combinations, to thereby 
permit substantial versatility in the design of the parti 
tion assembly while minimizing the number of required 
structural components. The structural support com 
prises an elongate back wall, a pair of elongate parallel 
integral outer ?anges, and a pair of elongate parallel 
integral inner ?anges positioned between and parallel to 
the outer ?anges. The inner ‘?anges are spaced in the 
widthwise direction to accommodate a stud or insulat 
ing panel, and each inner ?ange is spaced from a corre 
sponding outer ?ange a distance adapted for receiving 
the edge of a wallboard panel or the like therebetween. 
Interconnection channel means are formed invthe outer 
?anges for interconnecting a cooperating structural 
component thereto on one side of the back wall, and 
second interconnection means may be formed in the 
back wall which is adapted for interconnecting a coop 
erating second structural component on the opposite 
side of the back wall. Further, a spacing extension is 
provided on the inwardly facing surface of each of the 
outer ?anges for engaging and supporting the wall 
board panel in spaced relation thereto, to form a paint 
ing or ?nishing reveal. 

11 Claims, 31 Drawing Figures 
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STRUCTURAL SUPPORT FOR INTERIOR WALL 
PARTITION ASSEMBLY 

The present invention relates to a structural support 
adapted for extending along and supporting the edges of 
two parallel, spaced apart panels of wallboard or the 
like to form a hollow wall in an interior wall partition 
ing system. - 

Interior wall partitioning systems are known which 
comprise an overhead or ceiling channel member and a 
cooperating footing channel member, and which are 
adapted to receive and support two parallel, spaced 
apart wall panels therebetween, note for example the 
US. patents to Shanks, US. Pat. No. 4,038,799, and 
Satkin, US. Pat. No. 3,608,266. While these known 
systems are no doubt suitable in the case of relatively 
simple, standardized installations, they are not suited for 
installations requiring the presence of doors and win 
dows, or where partitions of less than full room height 
are desired. Thus these prior systems are unable to pro 
vide the design flexibility needed to meet the special 
needs and conditions of many of?ces and building inte 
riors. 

It is accordingly an object of the present invention to 
provide an interior wall partitioning assembly which 
may be readily designed in a variety of con?gurations, 
and which may include doors, windows, and sections of 
less than full room height, and while requiring only a 
minimum number of structural components. 

It is a more particular object of the present invention 
to provide a structural support adapted for supporting 
the wallboard panels in an interior wall partitioning 
assembly, and which may be utilized in a variety of 
con?gurations, and in combination with a variety of 
additional structural members to form a number of dif 
ferent components of the assembly, to thereby permit 
substantial versatility in the design of the partitioning 
assembly while requiring a minimum number of compo 
nents. 

It is a further speci?c object of the present invention 
to provide a structural support of the described type 
which supports the wallboard panels in spaced relation 
from the outer ?ange of the member, to thereby facili 
tate the ?nishing or painting of the assembled wallboard 
panel. 
These and other objects and advantages of the pres 

ent invention are achieved in the embodiment illus 
trated herein by the provision of a structural support 
which comprises an elongate backwall, a pair of elon 
gate parallel integral outer ?anges extending along the 
length of the side edges of the back wall, and a pair of 
elongate parallel integral inner ?anges extending along 
the back wall and positioned between and parallel to the 
pair of outer ?anges. The inner ?anges are spaced from 
each other in the widthwise direction, and each inner 
?ange is spaced from a corresponding outer ?ange a 
distance adapted for receiving the side edge of a wall 
board panel or the like therebetween. 

Further, an elongate ?rst interconnection means, in 
the form of a laterally facing channel formed in each of 
the outer ?anges, is provided for interconnecting a 
cooperating structural component to the outer ?anges. 
Further, there is preferably provided an elongate sec 
ond interconnection means, in the form of a pair of 
dovetail slots or an elongate locking tenon, which is 
formed in and extends along the length of the back wall 
of the structural member. This second interconnection 
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2 
means is adapted for interconnecting a cooperating 
second structural component on the side of the back 
wall opposite the outer and inner ?anges. As a further 
aspect of the invention, the structural support prefera~ 
bly also includes a spacing extension formed on the 
inwardly facing surface of each of the outer ?anges for 
engaging and supporting the surface of a wallboard 
panel or the like in spaced relation from the associated 
outer ?ange, to thereby form a painting or ?nishing 
reveal between the assembled wallboard panel and the 
outer ?anges. 
Some of the objects having been stated, other objects 

will appear as the description proceeds, when taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings in whi 
ch 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a interior wall parti 

tioning assembly which incorporates the present inven 
tion; 
FIG. 2 is a sectional elevation view of the assembly 

taken substantially along the line 2—2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view of a second embodiment of 

a structural support which may be utilized in the assem 
bly, and with the member being releasably connected to 
a stud anchoring member; - 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary enlarged sectional view of 

one embodiment of the interconnection channel and 
spacing extension formed adjacent the free lower edge 
of the outer ?anges of the structural supports shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 3; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view of a 

second embodiment of the interconnection channel 
means and which is adapted to cooperatively intercon 
nect with the channel means shown in FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view illustrating the 

interconnection formed by the channel means of FIGS. 
4 and 5; 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view of the snap 

type interconnection between the inner ?anges and stud 
anchoring member as shown at 7 in FIG. 3; 
FIGS. 8 and 9 are fragmentary perspective views of 

the structural support and stud anchoring member re 
spectively, and as shown in assembled relation in FIG. 

FIG. 10 is a fragmentary perspective view of a fur 
ther embodiment of the structural support of the present 
invention; 
FIG. 11 is a fragmentary perspective view of a fur 

ther embodiment of a structural support incorporating 
the present invention, and which is particularly adapted 
for use as part of a door frame or window frame; 
FIG. 12 is a fragmentary perspective view of a struc 

tural support similar to that shown in FIG. 11, but in 
corporating an interconnection channel at the free 
lower edge of the outer ?anges of the type shown in 
FIG. 5; 
FIG. 13 is a fragmentary perspective view of a glaz 

ing strip adapted for interconnection with the intercon 
nection means on the back wall of the members shown 
in FIGS. 11 and 12; 
FIG. 14 is a fragmentary perspective view of a pair of 

glazing strips adapted for interconnection with the in 
terconnection means on the back wall of the members 
shown for example in FIGS. 8 and 10; 
FIG. 15 is a fragmentary perspective view of a mor 

tise plate adapted for connection to the interconnection 
means on the back wall of the member shown in FIGS. 
11 and 12; 
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FIG. 16 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
embodiment of a structural support shown in FIG. 2; 
FIG. 17 is a fragmentary perspective view of a fur 

ther embodiment of the structural support of the present 
invention and which is adapted for use as a ?nishing 
cover plate for the partitioning system; 
FIG. 18 is a fragmentary perspective view of a bot 

tom track channel adapted for use with the present 
invention; 
FIG. 19 is a fragmentary perspective view of a corner 

extrusion adapted for use with the present invention; 
FIG. 20 is a fragmentary perspective sectional view 

illustrating the manner in which the spacing extension 
of the present invention facilitates painting along the 
interface between the wallboard panel and lower free 
edge of the outer ?ange of the structural support; 
FIG. 21 is a view similar to FIG. 20, and illustrates 

the manner in which the wallboard panel may be ?n 
ished in accordance with the present invention; 
FIG. 22 is a sectional plan view taken through a 

window and door frame, and substantially along the line 
22—22 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 23 is a sectional plan view of a door frame and 

corner, and taken substantially along the line 23—23 of 
FIG. 1; 
FIG. 24 is a sectional elevation view of the header 

section and sill section of an enclosed window frame, 
and taken substantially along the line 24»—24 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 24A is a view similar to FIG. 24, but illustrating 

an alternate embodiment of the structural support for 
use in a window frame; 
FIG. 25 is a sectional elevation view of the top of a 

partitioning system of less than full room height, and 
taken substantially along the line 25-25 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 26 is a sectional elevation view of a door frame 

header of less than full height, and taken substantially 
along the line 26—26 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 27 is a sectional elevation view of the door 

frame header of full height, and taken substantially 
along the line 27—27 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 28 is a sectional elevation view of a full height 
window, and taken substantially along the line 28—28 
of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 29 is a sectional elevation view of a door header 

and taken substantially along the line 29-29 of FIG. 1; 
and 
FIG. 30 is a fragmentary perspective view of a door 

frame, taken in the direction of arrow 30 in FIG. 23 but 
with the door open. 

Referring more speci?cally to the drawings, FIG. 1 
illustrates an internal wall partitioning assembly, and 
which illustrates several of the partitioning designs and 
con?guration which may be readily accommodated 
with the present invention. As illustrated, the partition 
ing assembly includes a full room height wall portion as 
seen in FIG. 2, and which extends from a drop ceiling 
32 to the ?oor. The drop ceiling 32 is of conventional 
design, and includes a latticework of T-shaped support 
brackets 33 upon which rest a plurality of rectangular 
ceiling panels 34. 

In accordance with the embodiment of the invention 
shown in FIGS. 2 and 16, there is provided a structural 
support 36 which is affixed by metal screws or the like 
(not shown) to the brackets 33, and which forms the 
upper or ceiling support for a pair of spaced apart wall 
board panels 38, 39. The support 36 is preferably of an 
integral, extruded metal or plastic construction, and 
comprises an elongate generally ?at back wall 40 hav 
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4 
ing opposite side edges 41, 42 extending longitudinally 
along the length thereof, and a pair of elongate parallel 
integral outer ?anges 43, 44 extending along the length 
of respective ones of the side edges. The outer ?anges 
43, 44 de?ne parallel spaced apart planes which are 
generally perpendicular to the plane of the back wall 40, 
and each of the outer ?anges includes a free lower edge. 
The free lower edges collectively lie in a common plane 
which is perpendicular to the planes de?ned by the 
outer ?anges and parallel to the plane of the back wall. 
The structural support 36 further comprises a pair of 

elongate parallel integral inner ?anges 47, 48 extending 
downwardly along the back wall and positioned be 
tween and parallel to the pair of outer ?anges 43, 44. 
The inner ?anges 47, 48 are spaced from each other in 
the widthwise direction, and include a widened portion 
at their lower free ends to accommodate an anchoring 
vertical stud 50 as shown in FIG. 2. In addition, the 
inner ?anges extend a distance beyond the outer 
?anges, and each inner ?ange is spaced from a corre 
sponding outer ?ange in the widthwise direction to 
form a space which is adapted for receiving the top 
edge of the wallboard panel therebetween. 
The support 36 further comprises ?rst interconnec 

tion means in the form of a pair of laterally facing chan 
nels 52, 53 formed in the outer ?anges 43, 44 respec 
tively, with the channels 52, 53 being disposed in hori 
zontal alignment at the free lower edge of the associated 
?anges and facing inwardly toward each other. The 
channels are formed in and extend along the full length 
of each of the outer ?anges and are adapted for inter 
connecting a cooperating structural component to the 
outer ?anges in the manner further described below. 
The structural 36 further includes second interconnec 
tion the backwall, with the slots being laterally spaced 
apart and each being adapted to slideably receive a 
cooperating second structural component therein in the 
manner further described below. As illustrated in FIG. 
2, a resilient gasket 58 having a generally T-shaped edge 
is positioned within the slots 55, 56 of the second inter 
connection means to contact the ceiling panels for 
sound insulating purposes. 
The structural support 36 further includes a generally 

J-shaped spacing extension 60, 61 formed on the in 
wardly facing surface of the outer ?anges 43, 44 respec 
tively, and above the associated channel. These spacing 
extensions are adapted to engage and support the sur 
face of the wallboard panel in spaced relation from the 
associated outer ?ange in the manner best seen in FIG. 
2, and thereby form a reveal to facilitate the subsequent 
painting or ?nishing of the wallboard, note FIGS. 20 
and 21. 

In FIGS. 3 and 8, there is illustrated at 36a a second 
embodiment of the structural support according to the 
present invention. The support 36a is structurally simi 
lar to the support 36, except that the inner ?anges 47a, 
48a of support 36a extend from the back wall 40 a rela 
tively short distance and include integral locking pro 
jections 67, 68 thereon. The support 36a is typically 
used in association with a stud anchoring member 70 
which may be releasably secured to the inner ?anges 
47a, 48a, and which is composed of two side walls 71, 
72 and an interconnecting wall 73 disposed in a gener~ 
ally H-shaped arrangement. The upper edges of the two 
side walls 71, 72 each include an integral locking projec~ 
tion 74, 75 which is adapted to releasably engage the 
locking projections on the inner ?anges by a snap-lock 
ing action. The structure of the locking projections of 
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the inner ?anges and stud anchoring member are fur 
ther seen in FIG. 7. The opposite lower edges of the 
two side walls 71, 72 of the anchoring member are wid 
ened to accommodate a stud therebetween. Also, the 
anchoring member preferably is of a limited longitudi 
nal length (note FIG. 9), which corresponds to the 
width dimension of a stud. Thus anchoring members 70 
are typically attached to the support 360 at spaced loca 
tions along its length corresponding to the locations of 
the studs. 
The support 36a of FIGS. 3 and 8 is useful in combi 

nation with a number of other interconnected structural 
members to form a variety of structural components of 
the partitioning system. For example, FIG. 24 illustrates 
the support 36a in combination with a pair of glazing 
strips 78, 79 to form a window frame which fully sur 
rounds an interior window. As also seen in FIG. 14, the 
glazing strips 78, 79 each comprise a pair of arms 80, 81 
having out-turned ?anges adapted to be slideably re 
ceived in respective slots 55, 56 in the back wall of the 
structural support 36a. The strips 78, 79 each further 
include an edge wall 82 disposed in a plane generally 
parallel to the plane of the inner and outer ?anges of the 
support 360 when the strip is assembled thereto. Fur 
ther, the edge wall 82 is adjacent but spaced from the 
longitudinal centerline of the back wall 40, and the edge 
walls of the two strips are disposed in opposing relation 
ship so as to be adapted to receive and support a pane of 
glass or the like therebetween. If desired, a resilient 
gasket 83 may be mounted on each of the edge walls for 
directly engaging the glass. 
FIG. 10 shows at 36b an embodiment of the structural 

support wherein the interconnection means at the free 
edges of the outer ?anges is in the form of channels 85, 
86 which face outwardly away from each other. By 
design, the channels 85, 86 of the support 361) are sized 
so as to be slideably received in the channels 52, 53 of 
the member 36 or 360 in the manner shown in FIG. 6, 
and to form for example an enclosed post~like window 
frame structure as shown in FIG. 28. In addition the 
inner ?anges 47b, 48b of the support 36b are substan 
tially planar, and they are spaced to receive a stud there 
between. 

FIG. 11 shows at 360 a further embodiment of a struc 
tural support in accordance with the present invention, 
and wherein the back wall includes in cross section a 
?rst half portion (note FIG. 29) which is generally ?at 
and is composed of the integral wall sections 90, 91, 92, 
and a second half portion which extends outwardly 
beyond the ?rst half portion and includes the wall sec 
tions 93, 94, 95, 96, 97. The back wall furtherincludes a 
medial wall section 98 which lies between the two half 
portions and in a plane parallel to the inner and outer 
?anges of the member. Thus the medial wall section 98 
may be said to lie upon the longitudinal centerline of the 
back wall. It will also be noted that the wall section 94 
of the second half portion is disposed generally perpen 
dicular to and faces the ?rst half portion and is also 
adjacent but spaced from the longitudinal centerline of 
the back wall. Further, the wall section 94 includes a 
dovetail slot extending along the length thereof. In this 
embodiment, the second interconnection means com 
prises an elongate locking tenon of generally T-shaped 
cross section which is formed by the wall section 91 of 
the ?rst half portion of the back wall. 
The structural support 36c of FIG._ 11 further in 

cludes outer and inner ?anges as described above and 
which are parallel to each other and generally perpen 
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dicular to the back wall. The support 360 is adapted to 
function as part of a door frame (note FIGS. 23, 29 and 
30), or as a ‘part of a window frame (note FIG. 24A). In 
the case of a door frame, a mortise plate 101 as shown in 
FIG. 15 is joined to the locking tenon by pressing the 
mortise plate onto the tenon in the manner which will 
be apparent from FIGS. 23, 29, and 30. On the hinge 
side of the door, the mortise plate is joined between the 
hinge plates 102 in the manner best seen in FIG. 30. 
Further, a suitable resilient gasket 103 may be mounted 
in the dovetail slot of the wall section 94 of the support 
360. ‘ 

In the case of a window frame, the structural support 
36c of FIG. 11 further includes an elongate glazing strip 
105 (see also FIG. 13) which comprises mortise-like 
arms 106, 107 slideably received on the locking tenon, 
note FIG. 24A. In this instance, glazing strip 105 com 
prises a wall section 108 disposed generally parallel to 
and opposite the wall section 94 of the second half 
portion of the back wall, and such that the wall section 
108 of the glazing strip 105 and the wall section 94 of 
the back wall are disposed in opposing relation and are 
adapted to receive and support a pane of glass or the 
like therebetween. In addition, a resilient gasket. 109 
may be suitably secured to the wall section 108 for 
cooperating with the gasket 103 to directly contact the 
pane of glass therebetween. 
FIG. 12 illustrates at 36d a'further embodiment of a 

structural support, which is generally similar to the 
support 360 with the exception that the channel inter 
connection means on the outer ?anges are of the out 
wardly facing type as seen in FIG. 5. This permits the 
support 36d to be joined to other members, such as the 
member 360 to form an enclosed, post-like door frame 
header as seen in FIG. 27. 
FIG. 17 illustrates a further embodiment of a struc 

tural support 36e which includes a ?at, planar backwall 
40a to provide a ?nished appearance, but is otherwise 
structurally similar to the support 36a shown in FIG. 8. 
FIG. 25 illustrates the manner in which the structural 
support 36e may be utilized to form the upper or ?nish 
ing rail in a partitioning assembly of less than full room 
height. In addition, FIG. 26 illustrates the ?nishing 
support 36e joined to the member 36d to form a door 
frame header in a wall of less than full room height. 
The partitioning assembly of the present invention is 

typically assembled by initially mounting the supports 
along the ceiling and mounting the track channel along 
the ?oor. Vertical studs 50 are preferably then placed 
between the support and track channel at intervals of 
about 24 inches, and if desired, an insulating panel (not 
shown) may be mounted so as to be supported between 
the bottom channel and the inner ?anges of the support, 
and intermediate the studs. The wallboard panels are 

_ then progressively positioned in a side-by-side arrange 

60 

65 

ment between the supports and track channel, by tilting 
and raising their top edges into the space between the 
inner and outer ?anges in the manner best seen in FIG. 
2. The bottom edges of the wallboard are then secured 
to the bottom channel and covered by a suitable rubber 
edge molding strip 110. The window frames and door 
frames would be assembled and placed in position as the 
panels are placed in position. In this regard, the adjacent 
vertical side edges of the panels may be interconnected 
by taping or any other suitable manner, and a V-shaped 
corner member‘a's shown at 112 in FIGS. 19 and 23 may 
be provided for securing the panels at the corners. 
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In the drawings and speci?cation, there has been set 
forth a preferred embodiment of the invention, and 
although speci?c terms are employed, they are used in 
a generic and descriptive sense only and not for pur 
poses of limitation. 
That which is claimed is: 
1. A structural support adapted for extending along 

and supporting the edges of two parallel, spaced apart 
panels of wallboard or the like to form a hollow wall in 
an interior wall partitioning system, and characterized 
by the further ability to interconnect with other struc 
tural members of different con?gurations to form a 
variety of structural components, said structural sup 
port comprising 

an elongate backwall having opposite side edges ex 
tending longitudinally along the length thereof, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral outer flanges ex 
tending along the length of respective ones of said 
edges and de?ning parallel spaced apart planes 
which are generally perpendicular to said back 
wall, said outer ?anges each including a free edge, 
and with said free edges collectively lying in a 
common plane which is perpendicular to the planes 
de?ned by said outer ?anges, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral inner ?anges ex 
tending along said back wall and positioned be 
tween and parallel to said pair of outer ?anges, said 
inner ?anges being spaced from each other in the 
widthwise direction, and each inner ?ange being 
spaced from a corresponding outer ?ange a dis 
tance adapted for receiving the edge of a wallboard 
panel or the like therebetween, 

elongate ?rst interconnection means formed in and 
extending along the length of each of said outer 
?anges adjacent said free edge thereof adapted for 
interconnecting a cooperating structural compo 
nent to said outer ?anges, said ?rst interconnection 
means comprising a laterally facing channel 
formed in each of said outer ?anges, with said 
channels facing outwardly away from each other, 
and 

elongate second interconnection means formed in and 
extending along the length of said backwall 
adapted for interconnecting a cooperating second 
structural component on the side of said backwall 
opposite said outer and inner ?anges. 

2. The structural support as de?ned in claim 1 
wherein said backwall is generally ?at and said second 
interconnection means comprises a pair of longitudi 
nally extending dovetail slots formed in said backwall, 
and with said slots being laterally spaced apart and each 
being adapted to slideably receive a cooperating second 
structural component therein. 

3. The structural support as de?ned in claim 1 
wherein said inner ?anges extend from said back wall a 
distance so as to extend beyond said common plane 
which includes said free edges of said outer ?anges. 

4. The structural support as de?ned in claim 1 further 
comprising an enclosing cover plate which comprises 

an elongate outer wall having side edges and a length 
and width generally conforming to that of said 
backwall, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral outer side walls 
extending along the length of respective ones of the 
side edges of said outer wall, and 

means disposed adjacent the free edge of said side 
walls slideably engaging said ?rst interconnection 
means, and such that said side walls are disposed in 
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coplanar relation with respective outer ?anges, and 
said back wall, ?anges, side walls, and outer wall 
collectively de?ne a generally rectangular en 
closed con?guration in cross-section. 

5. A structural support adapted for extending along 
and supporting the edges of two parallel, spaced apart 
panels of wallboard or the like to form a hollow wall in 
an interior wall partitioning system, and characterized 
by the further ability to interconnect with other struc 
tural members of different con?gurations to form a 
variety of structural components, said structural sup 
port comprising 

an elongate backwall having opposite side edges ex 
tending longitudinally along the length thereof, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral outer ?anges ex 
tending along the length of respective ones of said 
edges and de?ning parallel spaced apart planes 
which are generally perpendicular to said back 
wall, said outer ?anges each including a free edge, 
and with said free edges collectively lying in a 
common plane which is perpendicular to the planes 
de?ned by said outer ?anges, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral inner ?anges ex 
tending along said backwall and positioned be 
tween and parallel to said pair of outer ?anges, said 
inner ?anges being spaced from each other in the 
widthwise direction, and each inner ?ange being 
spaced from a corresponding outer ?ange a dis 
tance adapted for receiving the edge of a wallboard 
panel or the like therebetween, 

elongate ?rst interconnection means formed in and 
extending along the length of each of said outer 
?anges adjacent said free edge thereof adapted for 
interconnecting a cooperating structural compo 
nent to said outer ?anges, said ?rst interconnection 
means comprising a laterally facing channel 
formed in each of said outer ?anges, and with said 
channels being positioned immediately adjacent 
said free edge of the associated outer ?ange, 

elongate second interconnection means formed in and 
extending along the length of said backwall 
adapted for interconnecting a cooperating second 
structural component on the side of said backwall 
opposite said outer and inner ?anges, and 

a spacing extension formed on the inwardly facing 
surface of each of said outer ?anges and above the 
associated channel for engaging and supporting the 
surface of a wallboard panel or the like in spaced 
relation from the associated outer ?ange. 

6. The structural support as de?ned in claim 5 
wherein said channels face inwardly toward each other. 

7. A structural support adapted for extending along 
and supporting the edges of two parallel, spaced apart 
panels of wallboard or the like to form a hollow wall in 
an interior wall partitioning system, and characterized 
by the further ability to interconnect with other struc 
tural members of different con?gurations to form a 
variety of structural components, said structural sup 
port comprising 

an elongate generally ?at backwall having opposite 
side edges extending longitudinally along the 
length thereof, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral outer ?anges ex 
tending along the length of respective ones of said 
edges and de?ning parallel spaced apart planes 
which are generally perpendicular to said back 
wall, said outer ?anges each including a free edge, 
and with said free edges collectively lying in a 
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common plane which is perpendicular to the planes 
de?ned by said outer ?anges, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral inner ?anges ex 
tending along said backwall and positioned be 
tween and parallel to said pair of outer ?anges, said 
inner ?anges being spaced from each other in the 
widthwise direction, and each inner ?ange being 
spaced from a corresponding outer ?ange a dis 
tance adapted for receiving the edge of a wallboard 
panel or the like therebetween, said inner ?anges 
extending from said backwall a relatively short 
distance and each including an integral locking 
projection thereon, 

elongate ?rst interconnection means formed in and 
extending along the length of each of said outer 
?anges adjacent said free edge thereof adapted for 
interconnecting a cooperating structural compo 
nent to said outer ?anges, 

elongate second interconnection means formed in and 
extending along the length‘ of said backwall 
adapted for interconnecting a cooperating'second 
structural component on the side of said backwall 
opposite side outer and inner ?anges, said second 
interconnection means comprising a pair of longi 
tudinally extending dovetail slots formed in said 
back wall, and with said slots being laterally spaced 
apart and each being adapted to slideably receive a 
cooperating second structural component therein, 
and 

a stud anchoring member releasably secured to said 
inner ?anges, said stud anchoring member being 
composed of two sidewalls and an interconnecting 
wall disposed in a generally H-shaped arrange 
ment, with corresponding edges of the sidewalls 
each including an integral locking projection re 
leasably engaging said locking projections on said 
inner ?anges. > 

8. A structural support adapted for extending along 
and supporting the edges of two parallel, spaced apart 
panels of wallboard or the like to form a hollow wall in 
an interior wall partitioning system, and characterized 
by the further ability to interconnect with other struc 
tural members of different con?gurations to form a 
variety of structural components, said structural sup 
port comprising 

an elongate backwall having opposite side edges ex 
tending longitudinally along the length thereof, 
said back wall including in cross-section a ?rst half 
portion which is generally ?at, and a second half 
portion which extends outwardly beyond said ?rst 
half portion and includes a wall section disposed 
generally perpendicular to and facing said ?rst half 
section and adjacent but spaced from the longitudi 
nal centerline of said backwall, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral outer ?anges ex 
tending along the length of respective ones of said 
edges and de?ning parallel spaced apart planes 
which are generally perpendicular to said back 
wall, said outer ?anges each including a free edge, 
and with said free edges collectively lying in a 
common plane which is perpendicular to the planes 
de?ned by said outer ?anges, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral inner ?anges ex 
tending along said backwall and positioned be 
tween and parallel to said pair of outer ?anges, said 
inner ?anges being spaced from each other in the 
widthwise direction, and each inner ?ange being 
spaced from a corresponding outer ?ange a dis 
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tance adapted for receiving the edge of a wallboard 
panel or the like therebetween, 

elongate'?rst interconnection means formed in and 
extending along the length of each of said outer 
?anges adjacent said free edge thereof adapted for 
interconnecting a cooperating structural compo 
nent to said outer ?anges, and 

elongate second interconnection means formed in and 
extending along the length of said backwall 
adapted for interconnecting a cooperating second 
structural component on the side of said backwall 
opposite said outer and inner ?anges, said second 
interconnection means comprising an . elongate 
locking tenon of generally T-shaped cross-section 
formed in said ?rst half portion of said backwall. 

9. The structural support as de?ned in claim 8 further 
comprising 

an elongate glazing strip comprising mortise like arms 
slideably received on said locking tenon of said 
second interconnection means, and a wall section 
disposed generally parallel to and opposite said 
wall section of said second half portion of said 
backwall, and such that the wall section of said 
glazing strip and said wall section of said backwall 
are disposed in opposing relation and are adapted 
to receive and support a pane of glass or the like 
therebetween. 

10. A structural support adapted for extending along 
and supporting the edges of two parallel, spaced apart 
panels of wallboard or the like to form a hollow wall in 
an interior wall partitioning system, and characterized 
by the further ability to interconnect with other struc 
tural members of different con?gurations to form a 
variety of structural components, said structural sup 
port comprising 

an elongate generally ?at backwall having opposite 
side edges extending longitudinally along the 
length thereof, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral outer ?anges ex 
tending along the length of respective ones of said 
edges and de?ning parallel spaced apart planes 
which are generally perpendicular to said back 
wall, said outer ?anges each including a free edge, 
and with said free edges collectively lying in a 
common plane which is perpendicular to the planes 
de?ned by said outer ?anges, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral inner ?anges ex 
tending along said backwall and positioned be 
tween and parallel to said pair of outer ?anges, said 
inner ?anges being spaced from each other in the 
widthwise direction, and each inner ?ange being 
spaced from a corresponding outer ?ange a dis 
tance adapted for receiving the edge of a wallboard 
panel or the like therebetween, 

elongate ?rst interconnection means formed in and 
extending along the length of each of said outer 
?anges adjacent said free edge thereof adapted for 
interconnecting a cooperating structural compo 
nent to said outer ?anges, 

elongate second interconnection means formed in and 
extending along the length of said backwall 
adapted for interconnecting a cooperating second 
structural component on the side of said backwall 
opposite said outer and inner ?anges, said second 
interconnection means comprising a pair of longi 
tudinally extending dovetail slots formed in said 
backwall, and with said slots being laterally spaced 
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apart and each being adapted to slideably receive a 
cooperating second structural component therein, 

a ?rst elongate glazing strip comprising tenon like 
means slideably received in one of said slots of said 
second interconnecting means and further compris 
ing a wall section disposed in a plane generally 
parallel to the planes of said outer and inner ?anges 
and adjacent but spaced from the longitudinal cen 
terline of said backwall, and 

a second elongate glazing strip comprising tenon like 
means slideably received in the other of said slots 
of said second interconnecting means and further 
comprising a wall section disposed in a plane gen 
erally parallel to the plane of said outer and inner 
?anges and adjacent but spaced from the longitudi 
nal centerline of said backwall, and such that the 
wall sections of said ?rst and second glazing strips 
are disposed in opposing relationship and are 
adapted to receive and support a pane of glass or 
the like therebetween. 

11. A structural support adapted for extending along 
and supporting the edges of two parallel, spaced apart 
panels of wallboard or the like to form a hollow wall in 
an interior wall partitioning system, and characterized 
by the further ability to interconnect with other struc 
tural members of different configurations to form a 
variety of structural components, said structural sup 
port comprising 

an elongate backwall having opposite side edges ex 
tending longitudinally along the length thereof, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral outer flanges ex 
tending along the length of respective ones of said 
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edges and de?ning parallel spaced apart planes 
which are generally perpendicular to said back 
wall, said outer ?anges each including a free edge, 
and with said free edges collectively lying in a 
common plane which is perpendicular to the planes 
de?ned by said outer ?anges, 

a pair of elongate parallel integral inner ?anges ex 
tending along said backwall and positioned be 
tween and parallel to said pair of outer ?anges, said 
inner ?anges being spaced from each other in the 
widthwise direction, and each inner ?ange being 
spaced from a corresponding outer ?ange a dis 
tance adapted for receiving the edge of a wallboard 
sheet or the like ‘therebetween, 

elongate interconnection means formed in and ex 
tending along the length of each of said outer 
?anges adjacent said free lower edge 7 thereof 
adapted for interconnecting a cooperating struc 
tural component to said outer ?anges, said inter 
connection means comprising a laterally facing 
continuous channel formed in each of said outer 
?anges, with said channels being disposed immedi 
ately adjacent the free edge of the respective outer 
?anges, and 

an elongate integral spacing extension formed on the 
inwardly facing side of each of said outer ?anges 
and above the free edge thereof for engaging and 
supporting the surface of a wallboard panel or the 
like in spaced relation from the associated outer 
?ange, with said spacing extensions being disposed 
immediately above said channels. 

‘I I‘ 1* II! * 


