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SELF-MATING PIZZA PIE CONTAINER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to food containers or carriers, 
and is directed particularly to a disposable container for 
use in packaging for delivery or transport of a freshly 
made, hot pizza pie, or the like, to the purchaser or 
consumer. 

The use of shallow cardboard containers or boxes for 
the packaging of hot pizza pies and the like is common 
place. Such containers as have heretofore been devised 
for this purpose, however, are de?cient in various re 
spects, principally in that, if inexpensive enough to be 
disposable, they do not provide suf?cient thermal insu 
lation to prevent substantial dissipation of the heat of a 
freshly baked pizza pie during transport from the bak 
ery to the consumer. This, of course, is especially true 
during cold weather, and when the packaged pizza pie 
is to be carried over a longer distance. When the pizza 
pie cools it loses some of its ?avor and crispiness and 
therefore does not provide the maximum eating enjoy 
ment sought by most people in a freshly baked pizza. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is, accordingly, the principal object of this inven 
tion to provide a novel and improved self-mating pizza 
pie container that obviates the de?ciencies of disposable 
carrying containers heretofore devised. 
A more particular object is to provide a pizza pie 

container that is integrally molded of identical, self-mat 
ing lower and upper half-sections for economy of manu 
facture and simplicity in opening and closing, and 
which may readily be fabricated of a foamed, synthetic 
plastic material such as polyurathane for its high heat 
insulation qualities. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a self 

mating pizza pie container of the character described 
wherein there is substantial over-lap at the mating pe 
ripheral edge portions of the lower and upper half-sec 
tions when enclosing a pizza pie, so as to virtually elimi 
nate heat loss due to leakage at this juncture. 
Another object is to provide a self-mating pizza pie 

container of the above nature which is formed, in its 
lower and upper surfaces, with a plurality of radially 
extending reinforcing ribs which, in the lower or bot 
tom half-section, serve additionally as spacers elevating 
the bottom half-section from any ?at surface upon 
which the container may be placed and thereby mini 
mize the possibility of conductive heat dissipation to 
such surfaces. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the inven 
tion will be apparent from the following description 
when read with reference to the accompanying draw 
ings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the drawings, wherein like reference numerals 
denote corresponding parts throughout the several 
views: 
FIG. 1 is an oblique view of a self-mating pizza pie 

container embodying the invention, showing the bot 
tom and top half-sections in relatively separated condi 
tion and with a pizza pie in place for carrying in the 
bottom half-section; 
FIG. 2 is a top view of the pizza pie container, shown 

closed and on an enlarged scale; 
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2 
FIG. 3 is a partial, oblique view of the pizza pie con 

tainer illustrating, on an enlarged scale, details of the 
inter?tting connection of the two bottom and top half 
sections; 

FIG. 4 is a transverse, cross-sectional view taken 
along the plane indicated at 4-4 of FIG. 2 in the direc 
tion of the arrows; and 
FIG. 5 is a transverse cross~sectional view taken 

along the plane indicated at 5—5 of FIG. 2 in the direc 
tion of the arrows. 

Referring now in detail to the drawings, reference 
numeral 10 in FIGS. 1, 2, 4, 5 designates, generally, a 
self-mating pizza pie container embodying the inven 
tion, the same being shown in open or separated condi 
tion in FIG. 1, with a pizza pie in place. The pizza pie 
container 10, which will preferably be integrally 
formed of a light-weight, inexpensive material having a 
low coefficient of thermal conductivity such as foamed 
polyurathane, is comprised of a pair of self-mating bot 
tom and top half-sections 10a and 10]), identical in struc 
ture. Since the two bottom and top half-sections are 
identical and are self-mating as is hereinafter more par 
ticularly described, only the bottom half-section 10a is 
described in detail herein. 
As best illustrated in FIGS. 1, 3, 4 and 5, the bottom 

half-section 10a comprises a ?at, circular body portion 
11 having a relatively short, upwardly-extending, pe 
ripheral rim indicated, generally, at 12. The rim 12 is 
integrally formed with an upwardly and slightly out 
wardly-inclined side-wall portion 13 merging at its 
upper end with an equally short, outwardly-extending 
peripheral ?ange portion 14 lying in a plane in spaced, 
parallel relation with respect to the plane of circular 
bottom portion 11. The rim ?ange portion 14, to an 
extent of slightly less than 180 circular degrees about its 
periphery, merges with an upwardly and slightly out 
wardly-inclined ?rst terminal rim portion 15. The re 
maining approximately 180 circular degree peripheral 
extent of the rim flange portion 15 merges with a rela 
tively short, downwardly and slightly outwardly 
inclined second terminal rim portion 17. For strength 
ening purposes and for slightly elevating the bottom 
half-section 100 from a flat surface upon which the 
pizza pie container may be seated, the underside of the 
circular body portion 11 thereof is integrally formed 
with four radially-extending ribs 18, 19, 20 and 21, 90 
circular degrees separated from one another (see also 
FIG. 2). As best illustrated in FIG. 4, the outer ends of 
the ribs 18 through 21 extend downwardly at their outer 
ends to merge with adjacent portions of outwardly 
extending peripheral ?ange portion 14, as is indicated at 

As best illustrated in FIGS. 1, 2 and 5, the outer end 
of ?rst terminal rim portion 15, at symmetrically-spaced 
positions therealong, extends into a pair of upwardly 
and outwardly-extending hook portions 24 de?ning a 
short, inwardly-extending shoulder 25. As best illus 
trated in FIGS. 1 and 3, the horizontal, outwardly 
extending, peripheral ?ange portion 14 is provided with 
a frustoconical, upwardly-extending, locating pin 26, at 
a position therealong that is adjacent to and central 
along the extent of ?rst terminal rim portion 15. As best 
illustrated in FIG. 1, the outwardly-extending periph 
eral ?ange portion 14 is also formed with a round recess 
27, diametrically opposed to locating pin 26, for the 
reception of a mating locating pin of the top half-section 
1012, as is hereinafter more particularly described. As 
illustrated in FIG. 4, the radial rib 18 is so located that 
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its downwardly-extending outer end 23 is in register 
with the recess 27, so that the bottom of said recess 
extends thereinto. 
As best illustrated in FIG. 3, the ?rst and second 

terminal rim portions 15 and 17 are of such size and 
con?guration that when mating bottom and top sections 
of the pizza tray are inter?tted with the locating pin 26 
of one section being received in the recess 27 of the 
other section, they will be in close-?tting, nesting rela 
tion, with their outer ends lying in a common plane. 
When so inter?tted and pressed together in the relative 
angular positions illustrated in FIG. 1, the two hook 
portions 24 of one half-section will be bent slightly 
outwardly to resiliently snap into hooking engagement 
with edge portions of second terminal rim portion 17 of 15 
the mating tray half-section, to retain the two bottom 
and top half-sections 10a and 10b in interconnected 
relation for supporting and carrying a pizza pie. To 
separate the top half-section from the bottom half-sec 
tion, it is only necessary to manually bend the two up 
wardly—extending hook portions 24 outward slightly to 
disengage from the adjacent second terminal rim por 
tion 17 of the mating top half-section, whereupon the 
top half-section can readily be separated and removed 
for serving the pizza pie from the tray-like bottom half 
section of the container. 
While I have illustrated and described herein only 

one form of self-mating pizza pie container comprising 
the invention, it is to be understood that this embodi 
ment is presented by way of example only and not in a 
limiting sense. For example, although the pizza pie 
container is described as being disposable, it is of such 
rigid construction as permits reuse for a substantial 
number of times, especially if the outer surfaces of the 
half-sections were coated or sprayed with a protective 
coating of a suitable synthetic plastic material. The 
invention, in brief, comprises all the embodiments and 
modi?cations coming within the scope and spirit of the 
following claims: 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent is: ' 

1. A self-mating pizza pie container comprising, in 
combination, a pair of identical, circular, lower and 
upper container half-sections, each having a flat circular 
body portion and a relatively short rim member de?n 
ing, together with its body portion, a shallow recess, 
said rim member, at the inside thereof, de?ning an ob 
tuse angle with respect to the inside of said circular 
body portion, the insides of said body portion and said 
rim having smooth surfaces, each container half-section 
having, in its peripheral rim member, opposed locating 
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4 
pin and locating recess means for the inter?tting recep 
tion of the complemental locating pin and locating re 
cess means of the companion half-section for relative 
rotational locating for closure of said two half-sections, 
each container half-section further having in its periph 
eral rim member resilient means adapted to interhook 
ingly engage under rim member edge portions of the 
companion container half-section upon said half-sec 
tions being so relatively located and inter?tted for clo 
sure, said interhookingly engaging means comprising a 
?rst, upwardly-extending, terminal rim portion inte 
grally formed with each of said rim members, and a 
second downwardly-inclined terminal rim portion inte 
grally formed with each of said rim members, said ?rst 
terminal rim portions being of such con?guration as to 
overlap in close-?tting nesting relation upon said lower 
and upper container half-sections being so inter?tted for 
closure, said second terminal rim portions each further 
comprising a plurality outwardly-extending hook por 
tions de?ning resilient, inwardly-extending shoulders 
adapted to interhookingly engage edge portions of the 
second terminal rim portion of the companion container 
half-sections upon a pair of said container sections being 
so inter?tted for closure, said ?rst terminal rim portion 
extending approximately 180 circular degree about its 
circular body portion, and said second terminal rim 
portion extending approximately the remaining 180 
circular degrees about its circular body portion. 

2. A self-mating pizza pie container as de?ned in 
claim 1, wherein said opposed locating pin and locating 
recess means comprises a locating pin and a comple 
mental locating recess diametrically-opposed to one 
another in each rim member of each container half-sec 
tion, the longitudinal axes of which locating pin and 
recess are perpendicular with respect to the plane of 
their associated circular body portion, said locating pins 
extending outwardly of the recesses of their respective 
container half-sections. 

3. A self-mating pizza pie container as de?ned in 
claim 1, wherein said container half-sections are inte 
grally fabricated of a synthetic plastic material having a 
low coefficient of thermal conductivity. 

4. A self-mating pizza pie container as de?ned in 
claim 1, wherein said container half-sections are inte 
grally formed of a foamed synthetic plastic material. 

5. A self-mating pizza pie container as de?ned in 
claim 4, wherein the undersides of said container half 
sections are integrally formed with a plurality of radial 
ly-extending ribs. 

* * * * * 


