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FLAT RIBBON CABLE SHIELD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Among the most sensitive areas of electronic equip 
ment to the effects of electrostatic discharge are the 
interconnecting cables and their respective terminations 
which are used between the pieces of electronic equip 
ment. 

These cables effectively act as receiving antennae to 
the broadband noise generated by an electrostatic arc 
and they then conduct this received signal, which is a 
disturbing in?uence, into the equipment circuitry. This 
introduction of these unwanted signals into the equip 
ment is accomplished in spite of any shielding provided 
around the equipment consoles themselves. Such signals 
provide a disruptive effect on sensitive logic circuitry. 

In the past, the most effective way to overcome the 
introduction of these signals has been to shield the of 
fending cables with a suitable metallic envelope. This 
envelope was then electrically connected to the respec 
tive shields of the equipment at both ends of the cable. 

This extended the shielding effect which existed 
around the pieces of electronic equipment, to the cables. 
Thus, a Gaussian shield or surface was created into 
which no outside electromagnetic radiation can pene 
trate so long as the shield was continuous. 
With today’s increasing usage of ?at ribbon cable, 

plastic bodied connectors, which connectors can be 
“mass-terminated” to such cable, and non-metallic 
equipment enclosures, the problem of effective shield 
ing against electrostatic discharge has risen anew. 
While there are various commercial ways of treating 
the non-metallic enclosures to provide an effective 
shield having metallic characteristics, heretofore, no 
known commercial way of shielding the “mass-ter 
minated” flat ribbon cable existed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a means and a method of shielding flat ribbon 
cable. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
means and a method of shielding “mass-terminated” ?at 
ribbon cable. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide 
a shielding mechanism for mass-terminated flat ribbon 
cable wherein the entire shielding connection is opera 
tor removable upon disengagement of the connector 
from the equipment. 

It is a still further object of the present invention to 
provide a shielding system having a wide area connec 
tion to thereby improve the performance of the system 
against high-frequency, high-current transient interfer 
ence signals. 
These and other objects of the present invention will 

become apparent when the following detailed descrip 
tion is read in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings and the appended claims. 

IN THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 illustrates the foil jacket surrounding the flat 
ribbon cable. 
FIG. 2 illustrates the trimming and folding operation. 
FIG. 3 illustrates the installation of the metallic clip 

over the folded foil jacket. 
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2 
' FIG. '4 illustrates the attachment of the shielded flat 
ribbon cable to a card edge connector, and 
FIG. 5 shows the attachment of the card edge con 

nector to the circuit card. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is shown a flat ribbon 
cable 10 having a thin continuous metallic foil 12 which 
wraps around the cable longitudinally as opposed to a 
spiral wound wrap or a braided wrap found in some 
cables. In addition, the foil 12 is covered by a protective 
jacket 14 which protects the foil 12 as well as the cable 
10. ' 

The jacket 14 and foil 12 should be split and separated 
from the cable 10 an appropriate length back from the 
end of the cable. 

Next, as shown in the lower portion of FIG. 2, a piece 
of the jacket 14 is cut off, leaving the foil 12 intact. This 
section of foil 12 is then folded back around the end of 
the jacket to lay on the outside thereof. 

In FIG. 3, a metallic clip 16 is positioned over the 
folded back section of foil 12 and crimped thereon. This 
clip 16 not only serves as a contact means but also pro 
vides protection and strain-relief for the foil. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the cable 10 is now terminated 

by the desired card edge type connector 20. The con 
nector 20 is positioned whereby the metallic clip 16 is 
attached to the connector 20 using double backed foam 
tape 18 of appropriate thickness. This attachment of 
cable termination to the connector 20 allows for a uni 
?ed action during application and the ?exibility of the 
foam tape maintains contact pressure. 
FIG. 5 illustrates the actual application of the con 

nector 20 to the circuit card 22 which, in turn, is 
mounted to the equipment enclosure 28. 
The enclosure 28, of course, must be designed to 

allow for a portion of the metallized surface 26 of the 
enclosure to contact the clip 16. In the present case, this 
is accomplished by a bump 24 which has a metallized 
coating 26 thereupon to contact the foil termination clip 
16. The foam tape backing 18 provides pressure against 
the clip 16 to maintain good electrical contact between 
the clip 16 and the metallized surface 26 of bump 24. 
This completes the continuity of the enclosure shield 26 
with the foil 12 on the ?at cable 10 to thereby totally 
protect the circuits on the circuit card 22 from the ef 
fects of radio-frequency interference and electrostatic 
discharge. 
Numerous variations of this basic concept are possi 

ble and it is intended that such variations are within the 
spirit and the scope of this invention as set forth in the 
following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A shielding system for electronic equipment com 

prising: 
an equipment enclosure means; 
circuit mounting means mounted within said equip 
ment enclosure means; 

connector joining means included on said circuit 
mounting means; 

a cable connector means attached to said connector 

joining means; 
a cable means connected to said cable connector 

means; 
a continuous electrically conductive shielding mate 

rial covering said cable means; 
a protective coating over said continuous electrically 

conductive shielding material; 



4,345,811 
3 

‘a section of said electrically conductive shielding 
material folded back upon said protective coating; 

an electrically conductive clip crimped upon said 
folded back section of said electrically conductive 
shielding material; 

means attaching said electrically conductive clip to 
said cable connector means; and 

an electrically conductive protruding means on said 
equipment enclosure means adjacent to said con 
nector joining means, wherein the electrically con 
ductive protruding means contacts said electrically 
conductive clip upon the joining of said connector 
means to said connector joining means, thereby 
providing a cable means shielding system which is 
operator separable from said equipment enclosure 
means. 

2. The shielding system of claim 1 wherein: 
the circuit mounting means is a circuit card; 
the connector joining means is of the card edge type; 
and 

the cable connecting means is a card edge connector. 
3. The shielding system of claim 1 wherein the cable 

means is ?at ribbon cable. 
4. The shielding system of claim 1 wherein the attach 

ing means is double backed foam adhesive tape. 
5. The shielding system of claim 1 wherein said con 

tinuous electrically conductive shielding material is a 
metallic foil. 

6. The shielding system of claim 5 wherein said elec 
trically conductive protruding means is covered with a 
metallic material. 

7. The shielding system of claim 1 wherein the inte 
rior surface of said equipment enclosure means is metal 
ized, said metalized interior surface electrically con 
nected to the electrically conductive protruding means. 

8. The shielding system of claim 7 wherein the electri 
cally conductive protruding means is a metalized bump 
on said equipment enclosure means, said bump adjacent 
to and in contact with the electrically conductive clip 
upon the joining of said connector means to said con 
nector joining means, whereby a continuous shielding 
circuit is accomplished between the metalized interior 
surface of said enclosure means and the electrically 
conductive shielding material covering said cable 
means. 

9. A shielding system for electronic equipment com 
prising: 

an equipment enclosure means; 
circuit mounting means mounted within said equip 
ment enclosure means; 
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4 
connector joining means included on said circuit 
mounting means; 

a cable connector means attached to said connector 
joining means; 

a cable means connected to said cable connector 

means; 
at least one shield layer of electrically conductive 

material, said shield layer being disposed in gener 
ally longitudinal relationship with one side of said 
cable means; 

a jacket of ?exible insulating material encompassing 
said cable means and said shield layer; 

a section of said shield layer folded back; 
an electrically conductive clip crimped upon said 

folded back section of said shield layer; 
means attaching said clip and said cable connector 

means; and 
an electrically conductive protruding means on said 
equipment enclosure means adjacent to said con 
nector joining means, wherein the electrically con 
ductive protruding means contacts said clip upon 
the joining of said connector means to said connec 
tor joining means, thereby providing a cable means 
shielding system which is operator separable from 
said equipment enclosure means. 

10. The shielding system of claim 9 wherein: 
the circuit mounting means is a circuit card; 
the connector joining means is of the card edge type; 
and 

the cable connecting means is a card edge connector. 
11. The shielding system of claim 9 wherein the cable 

means is ?at ribbon cable. 
12. The shielding system of claim 9 wherein said 

shield layer is fabricated from metallic foil. 
13. The shielding system of claim 9 wherein the at 

taching means is an adhesive. 
14. The shielding system of claim 9 wherein the inte 

rior surface of said equipment enclosure means is metal 
ized, said metalized interior surface electrically con 
nected to the electrically conductive protruding means. 

15. The shielding system of claim 14 wherein the 
electrically conductive protruding means is a metalized 
bump on said equipment enclosure means, said bump 
adjacent to and in contact with the electrically conduc 
tive clip upon the joining of said connector means to 
said connector joining means, whereby a continuous 
shielding circuit is accomplished between the metalized 
interior surface of said enclosure means and the electri 
cally conductive shielding material on said cable means. 
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