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T0 at” whom it may concern: 
Be itknown that I, FREDERICK J. WoosTER, 

of \Vaterbury, in the county of New Haven 
and State ofConnecticut, have invented a new 
Improvement in Puzzles; and I do hereby 
declare the following, when taken in connec» 
tion with accompanying drawings and the let 
ters of reference marked thereon, to be a full, 

' clear, and exact description of the same, and 
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which said drawings constitute part of this 
specification, and represent, in—— 
Figure 1, a top view; Fig. 2, a vertical cen 

tral section of the same; Fig. 3, a modi?cation 
in the shape of the surface of the table. 
This invention relates to an improvement in 

that class of puzzles which consist of a table 
having one or more marbles or balls free to 
revolve thereon, the puzzle being to locate 
such one or more balls at a predetermined 
point. 
The object of the invention is a puzzle to 

employ a single marble or ball, and which, 
while possible to be accomplished, presents 
considerable difficulty to such accomplish 
ment; and it consist-s in a bed or table, the 
surface of which is of convex shape, having 
a rim around its edge, the center or apex hav 
ingacavity formed therein of a size sufficient 
to locate‘ a marble when it shall reach that 
czwity, and as more fullyhereinafter described. 
The table A is preferably of circular shape, 

and around its edge is a rim B. The surface 
of the table A is made of substantially convex 
shape, and in the center or apex a cavity a is 
formed,which is adapted to receive a marble 
or ball, which is to be employed.v Z), Fig. 2, 
represents the ball. The convex surface gives 
to the ball or marble an inclination to the 
outside of the table. A rotary motion of the 
ball around the table also gives under cen 

trifugal force a tendency of the ball to the 
outer edge of the table. 
The puzzle is to locate the marble or ball 

in the center, as indicated in broken lines, 
Fig. 2, and owing to the natural tendency of 
the ball to ?y away from this cavity the lodg~ 
ment of the ball in the center is very difficult 
to accomplish. 

\Vhile I prefer to make the surface of the 
table convex, it may be made of conical shape, _ 
as seen in Fig. 3, and accomplish the same 
result-that is, the natural tendency of the 
ball away from the central cavity. By the 
term “ convex surface,” therefore, I wish to be 
understood as embracing any surface having 
a general inclination from the central cavity 
outward. The rim B is vemlliloyed only as a 
protection to prevent the escape of the ball. 

I claim— 
1. A toy or game, the same consisting of a 

box Whose bottom is convex and smooth and 
is provided with a central depression, and a 
ball adapted to travel upon the bottom of said 
box, the whole adapted to be held in. the hand 
and manipulated to dilferent planes, substan 
tially as set forth. 

2. A device of the character described, the 
same consisting of a circular rim, a concave 
convex plate arranged within said rim and 
having a central depression adapted to form 
a resting-place for the spherical object, but 
otherwise smooth and unobstructed, and a 
ball larger than said depression and adapted 
to move over the surface of the plate, the 
Whole adapted to manipulation by the hand, as ' 
specified, 

FREDERICK J. WOOS’I‘ER. 
WVitnesses: 

JOHN E. EARLE, 
FEED O. EARLE. 
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