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RAILWAY-CAR.‘ 
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Application ?led August 21, l 88 9, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES WALKER 

JONES, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Johnsonville, in the county of Sun Flower 
and State of Mississippi, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Rail 
way-Oars; and I do hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others‘ 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
vmake and use the same. > 

This invention has relation to certain new 
and useful improvements in railway freight 
cars, and more particularly to such as are 
known as the “gondola” or flat-bottom plat 
form-cars. . 

The general object of my invention con 
sists in providing cars of the above descrip 
tion with a false ‘or transferable top, which 
top or truck shall be so constructed as to per 
.mit of its being shifted or transferred, to 
gether with the load thereon, from one car to 
another, or from the car to a platform built 
for the purpose beside the track, or which 
shall allow of the load being dumped direct 
from the car proper without necessitating the 
removal of the false platform-top from the 
car; and my invention further consists in 
the means whereby the false top may be se 
curely retained in position during transit, 
whereby the same may be allowed lateral 
movement for dumping purposes, and, fur 
ther, whereby the slipping or rolling off of 
the same when being shifted from side to side 
of the car is prevented. 

‘With these objects in View my invention 
consists of the peculiar construction and ar 
rangement of parts, as hereinafter more fully 
shown in the drawings and described in the 
specification. 
Referring to the drawings forming a part, 

of this specification, Figure 1 is a perspective 
View of a car provided with my improved 
transferable top, said top being in position to 
receive a load;Fig. 2, a view showing the false 
top run upon a side platform. Fig. 31s a bot 
tom plan view of the transferable top or car 
truck; Fig“ 4, a similar view of the car proper; 
Fig. 5, a detail view showing one of the operh 
ating-rods, with hand=wheels secured thereon; 
and Fig. 6 is a view showing the transferable 
top raised to a dumping position, so as to 
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more fully illustrate the means whereby the 
same is retained upon the ear proper. 

Similar letters of reference are used to desig 
nate corresponding parts throughout the en 
tire speci?cation and several views of the 
drawings. I 
The letter A is used to indicate the ordi 

nary railway platform-car, to the top of which 
is secured the iron tracks a a’, said tracks 
running crosswise to the length of the ear 
and at suitable intervals apart. The end 
cross-tracks a a are made of half-round iron 
or steel, while the intermediate ones a’ a’ are 
of flat iron. 
To both sides of the car I attach the keep 

ers I) Z9, within which the lower end of the 
standards B B are secured. 
Beneath the car proper run the operating 

rods 0 G2, which are supported throughout 
their entire length by means of the hangers 
C’ 0', attached to the car-bottom at suitable 
intervals. The ends of the operating-rods 
project beyond the ends of the car, and have 
immovably secured thereon the hand-wheels 
D D’. The outer peripheries of these wheels 
have a series of holes 66' d formed therein, for 
the purpose hereinafter more fully stated. 
The transferable top or car-truck is repre 

sented by the letter E, and consists of the 
metallic frame composed of longitudinal and 
cross~beams E’ E, which intersect each other 
at right angles, and to which is secured the 
?oor or top 
To the bottom or beams of the false top I 

secure, within bearings e e, the rollers or 
wheels F F’, which are adapted to work upon 
the tracks a a’. The outer periphery of the 
end wheels is grooved, so as to receive the 
tracks a a, while the intermediate wheels have 
?at surfaces, so as to roll upon the flat cross 
tracks a’ a’. By having the end wheels 
grooved to receive the half-round tracks at 
the end of the car-top, I am enabled to pro 
vide against the liability of one end of the 
false top running ahead of the other when 
being moved off the car, which would be 
liable to result if the end tracks were made of 
flat iron. 
The top of the transferable truck, at the 

ends th ereef, has opening 6’ e’ formed therein, 
which register with openings f f in the car 
bottom proper. illhrough these openings I 
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insert the retaining-bolts G, which serve, in 
conjunction with the standards B B, to se 
curelyhold the transferable truck in position 
during transit. The retaining-bolts G pro 
ject beyond the bottom of the ear and are 
keyed thereunder»; The rollers or wheels se 
cured in bearing beneath the transferable 
truck are in three rows, which rows are lo 
cated beneath the sides and center of the 
platform. The platform or truck is suf?cient 
in size to entirely cover the car proper, and 
the sides of the ?oor E3 have a series of 
notches h h formed therein, through which 
the standards B 13 pass. ‘ ‘ 
Secured beneath the car proper to the op 

erating-rods O O2 are four chains H H’, two 
of which are attached to each of the rods. 
The chains run from the operating-rods over 
the pulleys or rollers h’ 71.’, journaled in the 
sides of the car beneath the ?oor and beams 
of the transferable truck until the opposite 
sides thereof are reached, where they are 
fastened to hooks jj, secured to the side of 

1 the trucks. By means of these chains, through 
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the medium of the operating-rods, I am en 
abled to shift or roll the car-truck from one 
side of the ear to the other, so as to permit 
of the same being unloaded. 
At each end of the ear proper I fasten the 

chain J, which is connected to the ends of 
the car-truck, at the center thereof, by means 
of the hook Z, secured to its free end, which 
?ts in the staple m. These chains are in 
length one-half the width of the car, and the 
purpose thereof is to prevent the truck from 
rolling off when being dumped, as shown in 
Fig. 6 of the drawings. I 

In‘ order to facilitate the turning of the 
operating~rods O 02, I secure to the project 
ing ends thereof the hand~wheels D D’, which, 
as before stated, are immovably fastened to 
said rods and have a series of openings or 
holes formed in their outer periphery. 
Within the holes or openings cl d ?t the end' 

of the hand-lever L, by means of‘ which the 
same is revolved and therewith the operating 
rods. 
The retaining-bolts G having been removed, 

the operation of dumping my improved trans 
ferable truck is as follows: The turning of 
the hand-wheelD’ revolves the operating-rod 
G2, which causes the winding of the chains l-l' 
‘upon said rod, and as said chains are secured 
to the truck'the latter is caused to move toward 
the side of the car, moving upon the tracks 
a at’ until the center rollers reach the same, 
when further lateral movement is stopped by 
reason of the chains J J, secured to the ends, 
at the center, of the car and truck.- The truck 
having moved sidewise until the center roll 
crs reach the side of the car proper, which 
causes one-half the width of the truck to pro 

_ jeet beyond, the projecting weight will be suf» 

65 
?cient to cause the tilting of the truck with 
little or no pressure until the contents thereof 
have been emptied upon the ground, when by 

- turning the hand-wheel D, which revolves the 
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operating-rod C, causing the winding of the 
chain H thereon and loosening of chain H’ 
from rod 02, the truck is brought back to its 
original position. “Then the freight to be un 
loaded consists of heavy material—sueh as, 
stone, iron, &c., or such as would be liable to 
break if dumped from the ear-it then be 
comes necessary that the truek and loaded 
freight be run or transferred to the platform 
0, built to the side of the track, provided with 
tracks corresponding with those upon .the car 
top, as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings. In 
order to transfer the false top or truck to the 
platform, the chains J J should be unloosened 
from the end of the truck. The movement of 
the truck is then accomplished by the turn 
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ing of the hand-wheel, revolving of the oper~ . 
ating-rod, and winding of the chains upon 
said rod, as previously described. After hav 
ing been rolled or moved upon the platform 
the chains may, if so desired, be disconnected 
from the truck and the same allowed to re 
main upon the platform, where it may be un 
loaded at pleasure or removed to store-houses. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure pro 
tection in by Letters Patent of the United 
States, is 

1. The combination, with a platform-car 
provided with transverse tracks, the end ones 
thereof being curved and the intermediate 
ones flat, and also provided with laterally-ex 
tending side keepers, of a transferable false 
top or truck ?tting upon said car and provided 
on its under side with wheels or rollers,‘ the 
end wheels being grooved and the intermedi 
ate wheels having ?at peripheries, said trans 
ferable truck being also provided with side 
notches, and uprights or vertical retaining 
bars ?tting in the notches of the top and hav 
ing their lower ends passing into the keep 
ers, substantially as set forth. 

2. The combination, with a platform~car pro 
vided with transverse tracks located upon the 
top thereof, of a transferable false top or 
truck ?tting upon said car, having trans~ 
versely journaled upon its under side suita~ 
ble wheels or rollers, which move upon the 
cross-tracks, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth.‘ 

3. The combination, with a platform-ear pro 
vided with transverse tracks, of a transfera 
ble false top or truck ?tting upon said car, 
provided on its under side with a series of 
longitudinal parallel strips, transverse strips 
intersecting said longitudinal strips at suita 
ble intervals, and short shafts journaled be 
tween said transverse strips and carrying 
suitable rollers or wheels, substantially as set 
forth. 

4. The combination, with a platform-earpro 
vided with suitable cross-tracks, of a trans 
ferable false top or truck ?tting upon said 
ear, and having transversely journaled upon 
its under side suitable wheels or rollers, which 
move upon the cross-tracks, and end chains 
connecting the car with the transferable top, 
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whereby the latter may‘ be allowed lateral 
movement for dumping purposes and pre 
vented from rolling off the car, substantially 
as set forth. ‘ 

5. The combination, with a platform-car pro-4 
vided with tracks located upon the top there 
of, of a transferable false top or truck ?tting 
upon said ear, and having journaled upon its 
under side suitable rollers or wheels moving 
upon said tracks, operating-levers passing 
longitudinally beneath the ear and provided 
on opposite ends with suitable hand-wheels, 
and chains connected ‘to each of the operat 
ing-levers and extending laterally from the 
same over pulleys journaled in the side pieces 
of the ear, and thence inwardly beneath the 
transferable top, the ends of said chains be 
ing connected to opposite edges of the trans 
ferable top, substantially as set forth. 

6. The combination, with a platfornrcar, 
of a transferable false top or truck ?tting 
thereon, operating rods or levers passing‘ lon 

. gitudinally beneath the car and provided 
on opposite ends with suitable hand‘wheels, 
chains connected to each of the operating 
levers and extending laterally from the same 

over pulleys journaled in the side pieces of 
the car and then inwardly beneath the trans 
ferable top, the ends of said chains being 
connected to opposite edges of the ‘transfer 
able top, and a hand-lever ?tting in holes 
formed in the peripheries of the hand-wheels, 
substantially as set forth. 

7. The combination, with a platform-ear 
having its side edges provided with laterally 
extending keepers, and also provided with 
end apertures or holes, of a transferable top 
or truck having end apertures registering 
with the apertures of the top or truck and 
provided with side notches, bolts passing 
through said registering apertures, a key for 
locking said bolt beneath the car, and up 
rights or vertical retaining-bars ?tting in the 
notches of the top and having their lower 
ends passing into the keepers, substantially 
as set forth. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES WVALKER JONES. 

lVitnesses: 
W. M. WHITEHEAD, 
E. R. WHITE. 
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