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DIELECTRIC CORONA RINGS - 

BACKGROUND OF THE‘ INVENTION“ 
Electrical conductors at high voltage'ar'e surrounded 

by electric ?elds that are more concentrated; i.e_., have 
higher voltage gradients, in the vicinity of sharp points 
or small radii of curvature of electrodes, terminals, or 
conductive components of the circuit. If the voltage 
gradient is high enough, the air surrounding these 
points will be ionized, and a corona discharge will de 
velop which may lead to a ?ashing spark or are dis 
charge to another conductor at a different potential. 
The use of toroidal metallic corona rings around these 
vulnerable points in order to minimize electrical dis 
charging is common practice. However, the metal co 
rona rings frequently are insufficient to prevent ?ash 
discharging. This invention uses dielectric corona rings 
to provide a signi?cant improvement over the prior 
metal type corona rings, and thus increase the insulating 
capability of high voltage insulators. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows the electric ?eld about a high voltage 
insulator without any corona ring. 

FIG. 2 shows the electric ?eld about a high voltage 
insulator with a metal corona ring. 
FIG. 3 shows a computer drawing of the equipoten 

tial lines of an electric ?eld around (one-half) a metal 
corona ring or disc. ' 

FIG. 4 shows a computer drawing of equipotential 
lines of an electric ?eld around (one-half) a dielectric 
corona ring on a metal support. 
FIG. 5 shows in one embodiment of the invention, a 

solid dielectric corona ring, in cross-section, on a metal 
support about a high voltage insulator. 
FIG. 6 shows in another embodiment of the inven 

tion, a dielectric ?uid ?lled corona ring, in cross-sec 
tion, on a metal support about a high ‘voltage insulator. 
FIG. 7 illustrates still another embodiment of the 

invention using dielectric discs on a metal support ring 
about a high voltage insulator. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

A high voltage insulator without the protection of 
corona rings may be surrounded by an electric ?eld 
such as shown in FIG. 1. The equipotential lines of 
FIG. 1 show that the ?eld is concentrated, having a 
high voltage gradient, in the vicinity of the relatively 
sharp shoulder of the terminal cap. It is here that corona 
and ?ash discharges are most likely to occur. Metallic 
corona rings, as commonly used with high voltage 
equipment may develop an electric ?eld as shown in 
FIG. 2 where the concentration of the electric ?eld is 
somewhat reduced and consequently, the likelihood of 
corona or ?ash discharging is also reduced. The present 
invention however, uses dielectric corona rings. A di 
electric material, with a much higher dielectric constant 
than air is used; the dielectric corona rings have a much 
lower voltage gradient in a given electric ?eld, which in 
turn tends to spread or deconcentrate the electric ?eld 
in the dielectric. 
By comparing the computer drawing of FIG. 3 show 

ing equipotential lines of an electric ?eld around a metal 
corona ring with the computer drawing of FIG. 4 
showing equipotential lines of electric ?eld around a 
dielectric corona ring on a metal support, it can readily 
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2 
be seen that use of a dielectric corona ring very greatly 
reduces the concentration of the electric ?eld in the 
vicinity of the metal parts, and thus there is less likeli 
hood of corona or ?ash discharges to occur; the lower 
voltage gradient produces less ionization of the air adja 
cent,to,~.the metallic parts. The insulating capability of ' 
the high voltage insulators is signi?cantly increased 

" with the use of the dielectric corona rings of this inven 
tion. 
The dielectric corona rings can be made from porce 

lain or other suitable high dielectric material having a 
dielectric constant of 10 or more. A toroid 40, such as 
shown in FIG. 5, and made from such high dielectric 
material can be mounted on metal supports 42 about the 
end of an insulator 44. The toroid is usually of solid 
dielectric material. However, a rigid hollow dielectric 
toroid 60, as shown in FIG. 6, ?lled with a ?uid dielec 
tric 62, such as transformer oil, can be used in place of 
the solid toroid shown in FIG. 5 and will operate very 
satisfactorily. 
The dielectric ring can replace a metal corona ring 

for reduced weight as well as to reduce ?eld intensity, 
or a dielectric ring as disclosed herein can be added 
over an existing metal ring to reduce the ?eld inten 
sity/voltage gradient in the area of the ring. 
Another form of this invention uses dielectric discs of 

substantially greater diameter than the tickness of the 
supporting metallic ring 72 on which the dielectric discs 
are mounted, as shown in FIG. 7. Depending on the 
closeness of the spacing of the discs, the resulting ?eld 
will resemble that shown in FIG. 4 for the solid or ?lled 
dielectric toroidal rings. Since the ?eld will tend to 
move toward the metal support ring in the spaces be 
tween discs as the discs are mounted farther apart, this 
alternative represents a modi?cation of the basic inven 
tion as a trade-off between ?eld improvement and re 
duction in weight and mechanical loading with large 
suspension insulators. If desired, the dielectric discs can 
be. added to metal toroid rings on high voltage insula 
tors already in use by any well-known or suitable 
means, such as “split washer” type ?exible dielectric 
discs, for example, which can be snapped onto the to 
roid rings. 
The dielectric corona rings of this invention repre 

sent a great improvement over metal corona rings. 
They reduce the concentration of the electric ?eld in 
the vicinity of the metal parts and the likelihood of 
corona or ?ash discharging. 

Obviously many modi?cations and variations of the 
present invention are possible in the light of the above 
teachings. It is therefore to be understood that within 
the scope of the appended claims the invention may be 
practiced otherwise than as speci?cally described. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A corona ring in combination with a high voltage 

insulator, comprising: 
a. a high voltage insulator means; 
b. a metallic support means mounted about said high 

voltage insulator means; 
c. a corona ring formed from a metallic toroid 
mounted on said support means for surrounding 
said high voltage insulator means; 

(I. said toroid having a plurality of spaced apart di 
electric discs of substantially greater diameter than 
the thickness of said toroid mounted thereon about 
the circumference thereof; the electric ?eld about 
the corona ring being operable to be vared by vary 
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ing the number of and the spacing between Said tor and reduce the likelihood of corona and ?ash 
. . . . - . dischar in . 

dielectric (11865, the electric ?eld tending to move 2 A deviie is in claim 1 wherein said metallic Sup_ 
toward said toroid ring when the Spacing between port means is a metallic disc about an end of said high 
said dielectric discs is increased; 5 VOltagC insulator 

e. said corona ring and dielectric discs operating to 3' A dew‘? as m chi?m 1 where!“ said metallic Sup 
_ _ port means is a metallic spoke arrangement about said 

spread and deconcentrate an electric ?eld in and high voltage insulaton 
i near the corona ring about said high voltage insula- * " "‘ * 
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