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PHARMACEUTICAL BASE SALTS 

RELATIONSHIP TO COPENDING 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part of appliation 
Ser. No. 614,951, ?led Sept. 19, 1975 in the names of 
Izhak Blank and Joseph Fertig, entitled “Agricultural 
Compositions & Methods," now abandoned. This appli 
cation is based upon and also claims the bene?t of the 
?ling dates of British applications ‘Ser. Nos. 35295/75, 
?led Aug. 27, 1975; 35296/75, ?led Aug. 27, 1975; 
23962/76, ?led June 10, 1976; and 23963/76, ?led June 
10, 1976. 
A problem that exists with the application of many' 

compounds having pharmaceutical (including veteri 
nary) activity is that they do not remain suf?ciently 
long in the location where it is required for themfto 
exert their effect. Compounds that are to act internally 
can, of course, be formulated in various slow release 
compositions, for example being encapsulated within 
polymers that dissolve only slowly in the intestine or 
stomach, but such slow release compositions cannot be 
used for many pharmaceutical applications, especially 
topical applications. - 
Many pharmaceutically active compounds are basic 

compounds and are capable of forming salts. Many such 
compounds are generally used in the form of a salt, 
generally with a simple mineral acid such as hydrochlo 
ric or nitric acid. This is because the salt form is gener 
ally more stable than the basic form. The salt is also 
more water soluble. For some purposes this may be 
convenient, but it does have the serious disadvantage of 
ensuring fairly quick removal of the compound from 
the location where the compound is required to exert its 
effect. As one example of this problem, pilocarpine is a 
useful medicament for the treatment of eye disorders 
and the conventional way of administering it is to apply 
a solution or ointment of pilocarpine nitrate but this is 
quickly rinsed from the eye surface by the tear fluid. In 
US. Pat, No. 3,630,200 a drug dispensing ocular insert 
is described consisting of an inner core containing the 
drug surrounded by ah outer layer of hydrophilic mate 
rial through which the pilocarpine slowly diffuses into 
the eye. However there are various problems incurred 
with the use of such an insert. For instance there is 
always the risk of the insert rupturing so as to release 
suddenly a very high level of the medicament. 
As another example with most medicaments, for ex 

ample anaesthetics and analgesics and various others, 
there is a minimum concentration level below which the 
material does not produce the required effect and a 
maximum concentration level above which toxic side 
effects begin to be noticed, and it is desirable to keep the 
concentration of the medicament as close as possible to 
the minimum effective level. Normally when these 
medicaments are applied in conventional carries if they 
are applied to a location at near the minimum effective 
level their concentration drops rapidly such that very 
soon after application the medicament does not exert 
the desired effect. To prolong action it is therefore 
normal to apply the medicament considerably above the 
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‘than {whenythe ‘compound is applied in conventional 
v‘manner, e.g. as a nitrate or hydrochloride salt. 
3 ‘According to the invention there is provided a salt of 
‘a polymer containing acid groups that is soluble or 
dispersible in water or common organic solvents with a 

. salt forming pharmaceutically effective compound. 

25 

30 

By saying that the polymer is soluble or dispersible in 
water or common organic solvents we mean that it is 
capable of being dissolved or emulsi?ed as a liquid 

- phase in water or a common organic solvent. The pre 
ferred common organic solvents are, as is well known, 
aliphatic compounds such as lower alkanols, e.g. con 
taining l to 4 carbon atoms (such as methyl, ethyl or 
isopropyl alcohol), lower ketones, e. g. containing 1 to 6 
carbon atoms (e.g. acetone or methyl ethyl ketone) 
dimethyl formamide, halogenated lower hydrocarbons 
containing 1 to 4 carbon atoms, e.g. chloroform, mix 
tures thereof and mixtures of one or more of these with 
water. 
As a result of using a polymer that'is soluble or dis 

persible in water or a common organic solvent it is 
possible to form the salt by an entirely liquid phase 
reaction, and this is preferred. Thus the polymer in the 
form of a‘ solution or emulsion is mixed with the phar 
maceutically effective compound to form a salt, which 
normally also is soluble or dispersible in water or com 
mon organic solvents. In fact it is preferred that the salt 
should be water soluble or water swellable, that is to say 
that over a period of hours or days the salt dissolves in 
water or swells substantially, e.g. to form a gel. ’ 
However the saltof a phramaceutical base with the 

polymeric acidic compound will obviously be much less 
I soluble and diffusible through body membranes than a. 
salt with a simple monomeric acid such as hydrochloric 
acid. . 

The polymer may be a homopolymer of a monomer 
containing an acid group, and which is thus generally 
hydrophilic, or it may be a copolymer of different mon 
omers, some or all of which contain acid groups. The 

. monomers are preferably vinyl monomers. Usually 
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minimum'effective level, but this increases the risk of ‘ 
toxic side effects. 
Accordingly it has been our object to devise some 

means of applying a salt-forming pharmaceuticallyjef-v' 
fective compound to a human or animal body at a; rate 
that is more uniform and/or for a duration that is longer 

more than 10%, preferably more than 25% and most 
preferably more than 40% by weight of the monomers 
from which the polymer is made contain an acid group. 

In general it is preferred to use [IO-100%, most prefer 
ably 25—100%, by, weight, of .hydrophilic monomers, 
and 0—90%, most preferably 0—75%, by weight, hydro 
phobic monomers. ' 

Naturally the particular choice of monomers will be 
made having regard to the desired solubility or dispersa 
bility of 'the polymer and the desired water resistance, 
slow release and other properties required of the salt in 
the particular formulation in which it is to be applied. In 
addition to controlling these properties by appropriate 
choice of the balance between hydrophilic and hydro 
phobic ‘monomers, they can also be controlled by cross 
linking, for instance by including a small amount of a 
trifunctional cross-linkable monomer in the monomer 
mixture from which the polymer is made. The amount 
of cross-linkable monomer is generally small, for in 
v‘stance 1—15% by weight, preferably l—10% by weight. 
Preferred polymers for use in the invention are free of 
cross-linking agent and comprise both hydrophilic mon 
omers and hydrophobic monomers. Preferably they 

1 ‘, comprise from 10 to 75%, and most preferably 10 to 
' 55% hydrophilic monomers and 20 to 80%, most pref 
erably 30 to 60%, hydrophobic monomers. 
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Suitable hydrophilic monomers include monomeric 
acids, such as acrylic, methacrylic, itaconic, crotonic, 
vinyl sulfonic, maleic, angelic, oleic, or ot-chloro-acry 
lic acid or sulfoethyl-methacrylate and vinyl ‘pyrrol 
idone. Any of these,,except vinyl pyrrolidone, may be 
used as the sole hydrophi‘li'c monomer or two‘ or more 
may be used together. Naturally dicarboxylic acids such 
as maleic acid may be introduced in the form of the 
anhydride. 

Suitable hydrophobic monomers include alkyl acryl 
ates, alkyl methacrylates, vinyl ethers, acrylonitrile, 
hydroxymethacrylate, styrene and vinyl acetate. The 
alkyl groups in alkylacrylates and alkylmethacrylates 
usually contain l’to 4 carbon atoms, e.g. ethyl, methyl 
or butyl, but longer chain groups containing up to, say, 
18 carbon atoms, e.g. lauryl, can be used. In particular 
when hydrophobic monomer is present, part at least of 
it can be a plasticising monomer in a proportion of 5% 
to 20% by weight, preferably about 10%. Suitable plas 
ticising monomers are long chain esters of acrylic or 
methacrylic acid, e.g.v ethyl hexyl acrylate. 

Particularly preferred polymers are copolymers of 
hydrophilic groups selected from acrylic acid, vinyl 
pyrrolidone, methacrylic acid and maleic anhydride 
and hydrophobic monomers selected from methyl 
methacrylate, butyl methacrylate, lauryl methacrylate, 
methylacrylate, 2-ethyl-hexylacrylate and styrene. 
Most preferably the polymer includes acrylic acid with 
or without vinyl pyrrolidone. Particularly preferred are 
polymers containing from 20 to 55% acrylic acid. 
By appropriate choice of the monomers and their 

proportions it is easily possible to formulate, with any 
particular pharmaceutically active basic compound, a 
series of salts ranging from completely water soluble to 
completely water insoluble. It is also possible to design 
the polymer so that self-emulsifying compositions are 
obtained. This is done by partially neutralising the poly 
mer with the drug base and further neutralising with an 
organic or inorganic base such as ammonia or sodium 
hydroxide, which, in fact, converts the polymer into an 
emulsi?er. 
The polymerisation of the monomers can be made by 

the usual technique, either in bulk, solution, emulsion or 
dispersion polymerisation, using catalysts such as those 
well known in the art. Preferably they are made by 
emulsion or solution polymerisation. 
Other materials which can be included before or after 

the polymerisation include plasticisers, emulsi?ers, 
stabilisers and humectants. 
The salts of the invention are best made merely by 

mixing the salt forming pharmaceutically effective com 
pound with the polymer while the polymer is in a liquid 
phase, either as the liquid phase in an emulsion or as a 
solution. The amount of pharmaceutical base may'be 
stoichiometric, so that substantially all the acid groups 
are neutralised by the pharmaceutically effective base, 
but often less than the stoichiometric amount is used, so 
that the resultant salt contains an excess of acid groups. 
The excess may be, for instance, at least 20%, prefera 
bly at least 50%. These excess acid groups may be neu 
tralised at least partially as mentioned above or left free. 
A wide variety of salt forming pharmaceutically ef 

fective compounds may be used in the‘ invention. Pre 
ferred are salt forming local anaesthetics, since'these 
generally have a hydrophilic amino group connected by 
an intermediate group to lipophylic aromatic residue, 
and salt forming analgesic materials, which also gener 
ally contain an amino group. In the prior art such mate 
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4 
rials have generally been formulated as the hydrochlo 
ride, sulphate, borate, tartrate, hydrobrornide, citrate, 
lactate or benzoat'e or similar salt of an inorganic or 
organic acid, the active part of the‘ molecule being the 
free base which is created in situ by the hydrolysis of 
the salt. Typical anaesthetics that can be used in the 
invention include Procaine, Benoxinate, Butethamine, 
Chloroprocaine, Cocaine, Cyclomethylcaine, Dibu 
caine, Dimethisocaine, Hexylcaine, Lidocaine, Mepiva 
caine, Naepaine, Phenacaine, Piperocaine, Pramoxine, 
Prilocaine, Proparacaine, Tetracaine and any other 
member of this class of compounds. Typical analgesics 
that can be used in the invention include opium, alka 
loids, namely morphine, codeine, heroin, the antagonist 
nalorphine, and synthetic analgesics such as Meperi 
dine, Methadone, Levophan, ,Phenazocine, Propoxy 
phene, Ethoheptazine and Pentazocine. The anaesthetic 
and analgesic materials can be used in accordance with 
the formulations of this invention either singly or in 
combinations containing two or more of the active 
materials. It is also possible to further change the dura 
tion of activity of the drugs by using them in combina 
tions with a vasoconstrictor, such as Ephinephrine, 
Ephedrin, or similar drugs which also give polymer 
salts under the conditions of this application. 

It will be observed that many of these compounds are 
alkaloids and in general it is preferred that the pharma 
ceutically effective compound should be an alkaloid. A 
particularly preferred alkaloid is pilocarpine, which is 
useful for the treatment of eye disorders. 

Typical other alkaloids and other compounds that 
can be used in the invention as the salt forming pharma 
ceutically effective compound include Reserpine, 
Ephedrine, Colchisean, Caffein, Atropine, Scopala 
mine, Benzocaine, Dibucaine, Epinophrein, the amphet 
amines, Phenoxybenzamine, Histamine, Batazol, Di 
phenylhydramines, Pyrilamine, Cyclizine, Phenothia 
zines such as Chlorpromazine and Methadone,‘ and 
Clordiazoepoxides such as “Librium”. Also sulphona 
mides, such as Sulphadimetoxin, can be used. 

In general any compound having pharmaceutical 
(including veterinary) activity and having a basic site 
capable of forming a salt with a polymeric acid can be 
used in the invention. 
The composition can be in the form of a solid, for 

instance, being a ?lm that is preformed before applica 
tion to the human or animal body, or other shaped solid, 
for instance‘an ocular eye insert or a surgical implant 
that can be implanted in some particular position in the 
body so as to give slow release in that position only. 
Such a composition will generally consist solely of the 
polymer salt.‘ Other compositions include conventional 
pharmaceutical, including veterinary, formulations 
such as powders or other solid compositions and oils or 
creans or other liquid compositions. Powdered compo 
sitions will comprise the polymer salt in powder form, 
optionally together with a carrier, such as talc. Creams, 
oils and ‘other liquidlcompositions will comprise a solu 
tion or emulsion of the polymer salt optionally with 
conventional carriers for liquid compositions. The com 
positions may be formulated for oral, topical or sys 
temic application, preferably topical. 
By having the pharmaceutically effective compound 

chemically combined with the polymer a stable form of 
compound is produced, since such compounds are gen 
erally more stable that the free base, and the invention 
permits wide control of the rate of hydrolysis of the salt. 
Thus it can be regulated by varying the characteristics 
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of the polymer, such as the ratio between its hydrophilic 
and hydrophobic components and their nature and mo 
lecular weight and also by varying the physical form of 
the product, is. by formulating it as a solution, suspen 
sion, emulsion, film or other shaped body, suppository 
or ointment, and thus it is possible to obtain a much 
better control of the rate of release, especially in topical 
applications, than has generally been possible previ 
ously. 
The invention. is of particular value when applied to 

the treatment of eye disorders using pilocarpine. Thus 
according to the invention an ocular insert may be 
formed of a salt of pilocarpine with a polymer contain 
ing acid groups, as described above. Preferably the 
polymer and the salt are so formulated that the salt 
slowly absorbs water over a period of many hours and 
swells to a gel. This gives enough time for the drug to 
be absorbed by the eye tissues whilst the polymeric part 
is carried away from the ocular and nasal canals. Alter 
natively the salt and polymer can be so formulated that 
although the insert swells and is sufficiently hydrophilic 
to release pilocarpine into the eye the insert itself does 
not entirely disappear and. instead has to be removed 
after the desired period of treatment. 
Such inserts can be made by, for example, casting a 

solution of the desired salt. 
Another particularly valuable composition of the 

invention, of especial use for the treatment of glaucoma, 
is an emulsion of a pilocarpine salt of a polymer contain 
ing acid groups, which can then be used as eye drops. It 
is ‘noteworthy that in a recent publication (M. C. Ma 
koid et al, .l-. Pharm. Sci. 65, 150, 1976), it is indicated 
that corneal uptake from pilocarpine nitrate is much 
lower than thought heretofore, the fraction of that ab~ 
sorbed being 0.002 to 0.003 only. Most of the drug is lost 
‘in the pre-corneal area. By using the form of medication 
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described in the present application, the contact time is 
much prolonged, the loss in the pre-corneal area is re 
duced, and the general efficacy and duration of effect 
are considerably improved. 
A particular advantage of pilocarpine-polymer emul 

sions, and ineed of all pharmaceutical compositions of 
the invention, is that it is possible to formulate a compo— 
sition containing a higher content of pharmaceutically 
effective compound than is customarily possible with 
the same compounds. For instance pilocarpine hydro 
chloride opthalmic solution generally contains 0.5 to 
10% salt while pilocarpine nitrate opthalmic solution 
generally contains from 2 to 6% of the salt and pilocar 
pine eye drops generally contain up to 5%. In practice 
very few pilocarpine compositions contain more than 
6% pilocarpine. As is shown by the examples below 
very satisfactory results can be obtained in the invention 
using compositions containing more than 10% and usu 
ally more than 12% of the active ingredient. Thus very 
satisfactory emulsions containing 12% pilocarpine base 
(equivalent to 14.1% hydrochloride and 15.6% nitrate) 
can be formulated and used very satisfactorily and it is 
easily possible to formulate compositions containing 
greater amounts of pilocarpine or other pharmaceuti 
cally active compound. 
Some Examples are now given. In these all percent 

ages are by weight unless otherwise stated. 
A series of polymers were prepared by conventional 

solution or emulsions polymerisation of vinyl mono 
mers using conventional catalysts, such as a,a’ 
azodiisobutyronitrile. The solvent or emulsifying me 
dium for the process, the concentration of solids 'in' the 
‘solvent or emulsifying medium and the proportions of 
monomers used for the various polymers are set out in 
the following table. 

Preparative 
Method 

1 50% solution 
in ethanol _ 

50% solution 
in ethanol 

3 50% solution 
in ethanol 
50% solution 
in ethanol 
50% solution 
in ethanol 
50% solution 
in ethanol 
50% solution, 
in ethanol 
50% solution 
in ethanol 
50% solution 
in ethanol 
Solution in 
acetone 
Solution in 
acetone 

Solution in 
acetone 
Solution in 
ethanol 
Solution in 
ethanol 
Solution in 
acetone 
Solution in 
ethanol 
Solution in 
ethanol 

Acid 

$822 

22 

20 

Hydrophilic Monomer 
Acrylic 

Hydrophobic Monomer 
Methyl ' Methyl 

Methacrylate . Acrylate 
Vinyl 

pyrollidone Other Other 

35 10 EHA 

20 EHA 

40 MAA 

30 

30 

59 

64.4 — 

75 LMA 

48.5 MAn 51.5 Styrene 

25 Styrene 

78 BMA 

50 

45 
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and was then dissolved in an acetone solution of Lido 
caine base. When complete solution of the polymer 
lidocaine salt had been achieved water was added drop~ 
wise with stirring. The acetone was removed under 

7 8 
I -continued ' 

_ _ Hydrophilic Monomer Hydrophobic Monomer 
Preparative Acrylic Vinyl ‘ _ _ Methyl‘? ‘" Methyl ' 

Polymer Method Acid pyrollidone Other Methacrylate: Acr‘ylate Other 

18 Solution in ' ' . , , 

ethanol ‘21 ‘ -— — -— — 79 EHA 

19 Solution in v "- . _ ,. 

ethanol . 25 —- — -— —— 7S LMA 

20 Solution in ' 1 

ethanol — —— 40 MAA 60 — — 

Solution in ‘ ‘ 

21 ethanol 25 -— — —' -—- 75 Styrene 

in this Table: ‘ ‘ 

MAA = Methyacrylic Acid 
MAn = Maleic Anhydride 
EHA = Z-Ethyl hexyl acryla'te 
LMA = Lauryl methacrylate 
BMA = Butyl methacrylate 

EXAMPLE 1 

Pilocarpine base is added to the solutions of polymers vacuum. A, stable emulsion was obtained containing 
1 to 4 in an amount to ‘give 4 to 10% pilocarpine base 20, 10% lidocaine base, in the form of the polymer salt. This 
content calculated on ‘total solids. In particular, when emulsion was tested on the sciatic nerves of rats, using 
using the solution of polymer 2 the pilocarpine content Lidocaine hydrochloride as control. The nerve was 
was 6% based on total ‘solids. This particular solution subjected to electric pulses and the twitch of distal 
was cast in the form of a ?lm having 0.3 mm'thickness, muscles was recorded. Onset of anaesthesia using the 
Lenticular portions cut from this ?lm were put in the 25 polymer-Lidocaine emulsion and the Lidocaine hydro 
eyes of rabbits, Myosis was obtained after a period of 40 .chloride solution was; the same: 5 minutes. But maxi 
hours. The polymer jelli?ed and disappeared. No irrita- mum blockage time was 2% hours for the hydrochloride 
tion or any other toxic effect was observed. and more than 5 hours for the polymer-Lidocaine emul 

slon. _ - . 

- EXAMPLE 2 3o .1 In the same manner as above, an emulsion of a salt of 
In the same manner as Example 1, pilocarpine salts ' 7% Lidocaine base with polymer 15 can be obtained. 

containing 6% pilocarpinew‘ere prepared from each of t ' 
polymers 5 to 9. Ocular inserts made from the salts from _ ‘EXAMPLE 7. " 
polymers 5, 6 and 7 dissolved in the eyes of rabbits after An ointment was prepared by mixing 1 part of the 
about 4 hours, leaving a miotic effect for 6 to 8 hours 35 emulsion prepared in Example 6 using thesaltof poly 

, whilst ocular inserts made from polymers 8 and 9 were mer 14 with 1 part of a 4% solution of a hydroxyethyl 
tested in human patients and produced a miotic effect cellulose supplied by Hercules Corporation under the 
for about 24 hours without dissolving in the eye. trade mark “Natrosol” ZSOHRR. The resultant oint 

ment was clear and thick and contained 5% of the base 
EXAMPLE 3 ~ ‘ _ 4Q in the form of its polymer salt. 

The solution of polymer 10 was partially neutralised 
with pilocarpine base to give a ?nal emulsion containing EXAMPLE 8 
8% base. This emulsion was used in human glaucoma Polymer 16 was precipitated from its solution and 
patients. One drop gave good control of the intraocular dried in the same way as is described in Example 6. 80 
pressure for period of between 8 and 20 hours, depend- 45 gram of this polymer were dissolved in ehtanol and to 
ing on the patient. this solution 20 gram of Lidocaine base dissolved in 

acetone were added. The salt obtained gave a clear 
EXAMPLE 4 solution from which a ?lm was cast which, after drying, 

The solution of polymer 11 was partially neutralised contained 20% Lidocaine base in the polymer salt form. 
with pilocarpine base to givea ?nal pilocarpine content 50 In a similar manner a salt containing 20% Lidocaine 
of 12%. One drop of this material applied to human base could be formed from polymer 17. The resultant 
glaucoma patients gave good control of the intra-ocular dried ?lm was brittle and could be ground to a ?ne 
pressure for periods of between 12 and 40 hours. powder. 

EXAMPLE 5 55 EXAMPLE 9 

Other eye drop emulsions were made by extracting An emulsion of polymer 15 was formed as in Exam 
polymer 12 or 13 from its solution, dispersing it in water ple 6 containing 14% Lidocaine base. Mice were in 
and neutralising 100 gms of the polymer with 72 or 43 jected subcutaneously with 400 mg of Lidocaine in the 
grams of pilocarpine base respectively, to form a stable 60 form of the above polymer salt. After two hours, all the 
emulsion in water. mice were still alive, whereas of the control group of 

' mice, given the same amount of Lidocaine in the form 
EXAMPLE 6 of the hydrochloride, 80% had died. 

Polymer 14 was precipitated from the solution in 
which it was made by the addition of petroleum ether 65 EXAMPLE 1O 

Polymer 18 was precipitated from its solution by the 
'additon of petroleum ether and dried. The puri?ed 
polymer was re-dissolved in acetone, reacted with Li 
docaine base and cast as a ?lm containing 38% of the 
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base in the form of the polymer salt. This material was 
used in the form of buccal strips for topical anaesthesia 
in the mouth. It produced two hours of full anaesthesia, 
plus one hour of numbness. - 

In generally similar manner to that given in Example 
6 emulsions of Lidocaine with polymers 19, 20 and 21 
can be obtained. Similarly, in any of Examples 6 to 10 
Lidocaine can be replaced by any other pharmaceuti 
cally effective compound having a basic group, espe 
cially anamino group. Thus in other Examples of the 
invention emulsions, powders or other forms of salts are 
made by the methods described above except that in 
place of Lidocaine other local anaesthetics‘and analge 
sics are used, for example Morphine, Cocaine, Dibu 
caine, as well as other products such as any of those 
listed above as being suitable for use in the invention. 

EXAMPLE 11 

A solution polymer in acetone was prepared, using as 
monomers methyl methacrylate—72%, acrylic aci 
d——l3%, 2-ethyl hexyl acrylate——l5%. The solution 
was mixed with Sulfadimetoxine in an amount suf?cient 
to neutralise 50% of the acid content. 

After 3 hours of mixing, a clear solution was ob 
tained. This was cast as a ?lm which, after drying, was 
shaken in Sorensen solution (0.9% sodium chloride, pH‘ 
7.2). 

After one day the ?lm released 1.3% of its sulfa con 
tent, and after ?ve days—l3.3%. 

This type of material is especially useful in veterinary 
applications. 
What we claim is: 
1. A method of preparing a stable ?uid composition 

for sustained release of a phramaceutical compound 
comprising the steps of: 

dissolving a pharmaceutically pure, acid group con 
taining, water-insoluble, synthetic polymer and a 
salt-forming basic nitrogen containing pharmaceu 
tically effective compound in organic solvent to 
form a salt of the polymer and the pharmaceutical 
compound in organic solution, 

slowly adding water to said salt solution without 
coagulating the polymer salt, and 

removing the organic solvent under vacuum to form 
a stable emulsion consisting of said salt in water; 

said polymer comprising from 10 to 75% by weight 
of at least one hydrophilic monomer and from 25 to 
90% by weight of at least one hydrophobic mono 
mer; at least 50% of the acid groups of said poly 
mer being neutralized. 

2. A stable ?uid composition for sustained release of 
a pharmaceutical compound, said composition consist 
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10 
ing of a stable emulsion in water of a salt of a pharma 
ceutically pure, acid group containing, water-insoluble 
synthetic polymer and a salt-forming basic nitrogen 
containing, pharmaceutically effective compound; said 
polymer comprising from 10 to 75% by weight of at 
least one hydrophilic monomer and from 25 to 90% by 
weight of at least one hydrophobic monomer; at least 
50% of the acid groups of said polymer being neutral 
ized; said emulsion being formed by dissolving puri?ed 
polymer and pharmaceutical compound in an organic 
solvent to form the desired salt in organic solution, 
slowly adding water to the solution without coagulat 
ing the polymer salt and removing the organic solvent 
under vacuum. 

3. The composition of claim 2 wherein the hydro 
philic groups of the polymer are selected from acrylic 
acid, vinyl pyrrolidone, methacrylic acid and maleic 
anhydride and the hydrophobic groups of the polymer 
are selected from methyl methacrylate, butyl methacry 
late, lauryl methacrylate, methylacrylate, Z-ethyI-hexa 
crylate and styrene. 

4. The composition of claim 1 in which the monomers 
from which the polymer is made comprise at least one 
monomer selected from the class consisting of acrylic 
acid and vinyl pyrrolidone. 

5. The composition of claim 4 in which the monomers 
include 20 to 55% acrylic acid. 

6. The composition of claim 2 in which the pharma 
ceutically effective compound is an alkaloid. 

7. The composition of claim 2 in which the pharma 
ceutically effective compound is pilocarpine. 

8. The composition of claim 2 in which the pharma 
ceutically effective compound is cocaine, dibucaine or 
morphine. 

9. The composition of claim 2 in which the pharma 
ceutically effective compound is a local anaesthetic. 

10. The composition of claim 2 in which the pharma 
ceutically effective compound is an analgesic. 

11. The composition of claim 10 in which the com 
pound is lidocaine. 

12. The composition of claim 2 in which the pharma 
ceutically effective compound is a sulphonamide. 

13. The composition of claim 12 in which the com 
pound is sulphadimetoxin. 

14. The composition of claim 2 in the form of an 
emulsion wherein the carrier is in the form of a liquid. 

15. The composition of claim 14 wherein the pharma 
ceutically effective compound is pilocarpine. 

16. The composition as recited in claim 2 wherein the 
water-insoluble polymer is capable of absorbing water 
to form a gel. 

4* ll * * 1! 


