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[57] ABSTRACT 
Manufacturing process of a thin metal sheet, comprising 
depositing the metal by electrolysis from a bath contain 
ing an aqueous solution of a salt of this metal onto a 
mobile cathode formed by a rotating drum partially 
immersed in this bath, removing the metal sheet thus 
deposited from the non-immersed part of the drum, and 
replacing in the bath the metal deposited by electrolytic 
dissolution of an anode containing the same metal. The 
temperature of the bath is kept higher than its normal 
boiling point by maintaining on top of the bath a pres 
sure at least equal to the boiling pressure. 

8Claims,3DrawingFigures 
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MANUFACTURING PROCESS OF A THIN METAL 
SHEET BY ELECTROLYTIC DEPOSIT 

The object of the present invention is a process for 
manufacturing a thin metal sheet by electrolytic de 
posit. 
We know how to produce a thin metal sheet on a 

mobile cathode by electrolysis of an electrolyte, and 
remove the metal sheet from the cathode. 
During the process, the temperature of the electro 

lyte rises because of the dispersion of energy in the 
electrolyte due to the current flowing through it. The 
effect of this rise of temperature can be adjusted, either 
by further heating, or by cooling in order to provide the 
best conditions for obtaining the desired qualities of the 
metal sheet produced. It is particularly recommended 
to operate at a high temperature so as to obtain a good 
ductility of the deposited sheet. 

Dif?culties may then occur, due to the formation of 
gas bubbles at the surface of the deposit which can 
cause discontinuities or pits on the layer deposited, 
either by masking the surface, or by acting as a ?xing 
nucleus for solid particles in suspension in the electro 
lyte. This defect is particularly noted when the deposit 
ing of a metal takes place at the boiling temperature of 
the electrolyte used, or at a temperature close to it. 
The previous processes also comprise either the use 

of consumable anodes specially made to suit the applica 
tion, or the dissolution of the raw material in the form of 
metal lumps or scrap-metal in the electrolyte in an out 
side tank. 
The process according to the invention provides a 

remedy for these difficulties. 
This process consists of depositing the metal by elec 

trolysis from a bath containing an aqueous solution of a 
salt of this metal on a mobile cathode formed by a rotat 
ing drum partially immersed in this bath, of removing 
the metal sheet thus deposited from the non-immersed 
part of the drum, and of replacing in the bath the metal 
deposited by electrolytic dissolution of an anode con 
taining the same metal. This process is characterized in 
that the temperature of the bath is kept higher than its 
boiling point by maintaining on top of the bath a pres 
sure at least equal to the boiling pressure. 
The process according to the invention has the fol 

lowing advantages with respect to the known pro 
cesses: 

45 

The use of a device to keep the pressure in the area of _ 
the electrolysis higher than the atmospheric pressure 
allows the apparent boiling point of the electrolyte to 
rise and, therefore, the temperature of the electrolysis to 
rise above the normal boiling temperature of the elec 
trolyte. This causes the suppression of the disadvan 
tages of surface defects of the metal sheet produced due 
to the formation of big bubbles in the electrolyte by 
decreasing the size of these bubbles. This also decreases 
the applied voltage and consequently the operating cost 
while maintaining the qualities of the deposit and, fur 
thermore, increases the permitted current density of the 
deposit thereby increasing the depositing speed while 
maintaining unchanged the qualities and in particular 
the ductility of the thin sheet produced. 
The use of a consumable and re?llable anode has the 

advantage that many metals which do not dissolve eas 
ily in an electrolyte are easily dissolved electrochemi 
cally so that the dissolution speed is practically bal 
anced by the depositing speed, as well as the advantage 

55 

60 

65 

2 
of minimizing parasite reactions at the anode. In partic 
ular, in the case of iron deposit, the advantage of dis 
solving the anode by electrolytic reaction, is that it 
allows making up the level of the electrolyte while the 
deposit takes place without the formation of an excess 
of insoluble particles in the bath. As a matter of fact, 
certain precipitates make scrap which can correspond 
to a loss up to 30% of the material provided, and to a 
decrease of the general ef?ciency of the process. 
The apparatus allowing the implementation of the 

process comprises the electrolysis cell and a circulation 
system for the bath. 
The cell comprises means for adjusting the current 

density at the cathode, means to keep the pressure at the 
surface of the electrolyte at a predetermined value, 
means to heat the drum, means to separate the electro 
lyte into a cathodic compartment and into an anodic 
compartment while allowing the passage of the solution 
of the electrolyte towards the cathode and means to 
remove the metal sheet from the cell in the course of its 
production. 
The anode is generally constituted of a consumable 

material introduced either in a continuous way or a 
discontinuous way. 
According to the electrolyte and to the material de 

posited, the cathode can. be made of titanium or of stain 
less steel with low sulphide content. This choice of the 
material allows the use of electrolytes having a different 
pH for different metals. 
Most often, titanium is chosen when a low pH is used, 

in particular in the case of iron deposit where a low pH 
is used in order to obtain a product having a satisfactory 
ductility, without a further heat treatment being neces 
sary. 
The surface of the cathode can show annular thick 

nesses on its periphery, in order to delimit the width of 
the metal sheet deposited. Thus, the deposit of the metal 
sheet can be limited so that the edges of the material 
deposited do not need to be trimmed. 
The circulation system of the bath comprises means 

to make the bath circulate, a tank separate from the cell 
through which the bath circulates and is cleared of all 
nondissolved material by ?ltration and/or sedimenta 
tion and means for cooling and heating the bath. Ac 
cording to the process of the invention, the temperature 
of the electrolyte being adjusted, the electrolyte circu 
lates at uniform speed onto the cathode which is dis 
placed simultaneously by uniform rotation of the drum. 
At the outlet of the cell, the bath is brought to a separate 
tank into which it circulates and it is cleared of all non 
dissolved material by ?ltration and/or sedimentation. 
For this purpose, the pressure of the electrolyte bath in 
circulation is brought down progressively to the atmo 
spheric pressure by releasing vapour and the tempera 
ture is brought back by cooling to l02.5° C., which is 
the normal boiling temperature of the electrolyte. 
The metal sheets which can be produced according 

to the present process are made of appropriate metals 
for electrolytic deposit, such as copper, nickel, zinc, tin, 
iron, etc. The thickness of the metal sheet obtained is 
most often comprised between 10 and 250 microns; for 
bigger thicknesses, traditional techniques such as lami 
nation etc., are more economical generally than electro 
lytic deposit. 
The accompanying drawings represent, as an exam 

ple, a form of execution of an apparatus for the produc 
tion of a metal sheet according to the invention. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a cross sectional view of electroplating 
apparatus illustrating the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along lines A-A. 
FIG. 3 is a schematic showing how the circulation of 

the bath works. 
In these drawings, a cylindrical cathode 1 made of 

titanium is mounted between assemblies of bearings 2 on 
a tubular shaft 3 of substantial diameter. At each end of 
the cylinder, a current collector plate 4 and sliding 
brushes 5 are mounted in such a position that the cur 
rent is brought by the brushes towards the collector 
plate. In addition to mechanical connections, electric 
connections 6 from the plate to the end of the cylinder 
ensure a good conductivity and minimize the loss resis 
tance. Under the cathode a porous or woven membrane 
7 is placed between the re?llable surface of the anode 8 
and the surface of the cathode, keeping the gap as small 
as possible, while maintaining a spacing. A permeable 
screen 9 can also be placed between the cathode and the 
membrane. The membrane 7 and the screen 9 have the 
function of preventing solid particles contained in the 
bath from going towards the cathode. 
An outside box or container 10 surrounds the area of 

the anode and contains half of the cathode approxi 
mately. The sides are shaped concentrically to the cath 
ode and a section in form of a channel 11 made of a 
resistant material, for example polytetrafluorethylene, is 
?xed to the box in order to make it partially tight. This 
joint prevents the deposit of metal in this area, thus 
maintaining an acceptable quality of the edges of the 
material produced. 
The electrolyte is introduced in the cell by a collec 

tor-over?ow 12 so that the current is divided, one part 
going in the region between the cathode and the mem 
brane, and the rest going in the space of the anode. Thus 
the currents of the anolyte and of the catholyte are 
separate during the process of electrolytic deposit and 
they merge back together in an outlet collector 13, 
where the residual electrolyte is discharged for the 
?ltration and the recycling as indicated in FIG. 3. 
The cathode is connected to the current source by a. 

wire 14 and the anode by a wire 15 which is connected 
to a distribution plate 16 in the anode box. This plate can 
be made of titanium or graphite depending on the elec 
trolyte used. 

Heating elements 17 are mounted in the cathode to 
raise its temperature, and heating control elements com 
prising a thermostat 18 and a cooling coil 19 are 
mounted in a supply tank 20 in the electrolyte circuit to 
allow the adjustment of the electrolyte temperature. 
The electrolyte is put into circulation by means of a 
pump 21. 
The area of the deposit is kept at a pressure adjusted 

by using an air pressure provided by the air pump 22, a 
lid 23 being mounted to enclose the open zone of the 
box, and means 24, a slit for example, in order to remove 
continuously the metal sheet deposited. 

EXAMPLE 

The electrolyte is composed of a ferrous chloride 
solution with a molarity of 3.0 to 3.1. 
The pH is kept between 0.6 and 0.8. 
The electrolyte temperature is 103° C. 
The pressure is slightly higher than the atmospheric 

pressure. 
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The circulation speed of the bath is maintained be 

tween l0 and 25 cm/sec. 
The current density at the cathode is 0.9 to l A/cmz. 
The temperature of the cathode is comprised between 

l02°-l04° C. 
The temperature of the anode is 70° C. 
Under these conditions, a metal sheet is obtained of 

which has an the LB value is comprised between 18 and 
24 and which elongation of 12-13%. 
To do the nickel electrolysis, an electrolyte having 

the following composition can be used: 

nickel sulphamate 300 g/l 
(tetrahydrate) 
nickel chloride 6 g/l 
(hexahydrate) 
boric acid 35 g/l 

The copper electrolysis can be done from an electro 
lyte having the following composition: 

sulphuric acid 200 mg/l 
copper sulphate (hydrated) 120 mg/l 
cupric chloride 25 mg/l 
lignin sulphate 2 mg/l 

The electrolyte can also contain aluminium chloride 
to increase its conductivity. 
The surface of the rotative cathode can be masked 

partially by an appropriate treatment in order to obtain 
a thin metal sheet presenting a pattern. Hence, the in 
vention allows the manufacture of element-plates for 
batteries, small components for electric and electronic 
equipment, razor blades etc. It suits perfectly the mass 
production of similar components which can be sup 
plied in form of long strips attached one to the other, 
making the subsequent assembly easier while eliminat 
ing the waste of raw materials which affects the usual 
boring and machining operations. 
The surface of the cathode can be masked by all the 

methods known, for example by a partial coating of 
synthetic material, or by chemical print. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Manufacturing process of a thin metal sheet, com 

prising depositing the metal by electrolysis from a bath 
containing an aqueous solution of a salt of this metal 
onto a mobile cathode formed by a rotating drum par 
tially immersed in this bath, removing the metal sheet 
thus deposited from the non-immersed part of the drum, 
and replacing in the bath the metal deposited by electro 
lytic dissolution of an anode containing the same metal, 
the temperature of the bath being kept higher than its 
normal boiling point by maintaining on top of the bath 
a pressure at least equal to the boiling pressure. 

2. Process according to claim 1, wherein the bath 
circulates constantly through a separate tank to remove 
by ?ltration and/or sedimentation all non-dissolved 
material in the bath. 

3. Process according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein 
the bath is injected into the said tank by decreasing the 
bath pressure down to the atmospheric pressure, and 
the water vapour thus released is collected to heat the 
bath during the electrolysis. 

4. Process according to claim 1, characterized in that 
the drum is heated. 
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5. Process according to claim 1, characterized in that 
a permeable membrane for the salt of the metal is placed 
between the anode and the drum serving as a cathode. 

6. Process according to claim 1, characterized in that 
a permeable screen for the salt of the metal is placed 
between the anode and the drum serving as a cathode. 
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7. Process according to claim 2, characterized in that 

the bath circulating in the said tank is cooled. 
8. Process according to claim 1, characterized in that 

the surface of the rotative cathode is partially masked in 
order to obtain a thin metal sheet presenting a pattern. 
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