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[57] ABSTRACT 
A ?uid operated braking control system for spring 
brake cylinders admitting ?uid under pressure in both 
brake applying and brake release directions has a selec 
tively variable pressure from zero to a predetermined 
maximum applied to overcome the spring and release 
the brakes and a selectively operable constant pressure 
?uid applied to aid the spring in the braking direction. 

4 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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HYDRAULIC VEHICLE BRAKE SYSTEM 

This invention relates to a hydraulic vehicle brake 
system comprising at least one hydraulic cylinder oper 
atively connected to a brake rigging and means for 
controlling the supply of pressurized hydraulic ?uid 
from a source thereof to the hydraulic cylinder. 
Three different kinds of brake operations are to be 

possible with such a system. The ?rst kind is of course 
normal service braking, which is gradually controlled 
from very low values up to very high values. The sec 
ond kind is emergency braking, which shall be per 
formed with as much force as possible and preferably in 
the absence of any‘ fluid pressure for service braking. 
The third kind is parking braking, which need not be 
performed with the same force as the emergency brak 
ing but must be possible without any ?uid pressure at all 
present and for‘ an inde?nite period of time. 
These different requirements are according to the 

invention full?lled in that a ?rst pressure reducing 
valve, controlling the pressure of the fluid supplied to 
the hydraulic cylinder on the side of its piston which is 
opposite to the piston side loaded in the brake applica 
tion direction by means of a compression spring, is 
operable for supplying pressurized hydraulic ?uid of 
any pressure value between zero and a predetermined 
maximum value, while a second pressure reducing 
valve supplying pressurized hydraulic ?uid to said cyl 
inder on the spring side of the piston is set to supply 
hydraulic ?uid of a constant pressure valve which is 
lower than said maximum value. 

In other words, the hydraulic cylinder is generally of 
the spring brake cylinder type, having a strong com 
pression spring acting on the piston in the brake apply 
ing direction. The piston is thus acted on in the same 
direction by the spring and the constant hydraulic pres 
sure and in the opposite direction by the hydraulic pres 
sure variable from zero to a predetermined maximum 
value. This maximum value is chosen so as to well coun 
teract the force from the spring and the constant pres 
sure and thus to hold the brake inactive or unapplied. 
The service braking is performed by lowering the vari 
able pressure, the maximum braking force correspond 
ing to emergency braking being obtained at the lower 
ing of the pressure to zero, in which case the brake force 
is the added force from the spring and the constant 
pressure. In the absence of any pressure at all, which 
corresponds to a parking braking, the brakes will be 
applied by the force from the spring, which thus may be 
dimensioned for this purpose. 

It is to be understood that although this invention is 
described and claimed as applied to a hydraulic brake 
system it is equally well applicable with the same advan 
tages to a pneumatic brake system with a spring brake 
cylinder, it being understood, however, that the control 
system to be described below is completely different in 
such a case. 

The invention will be described in further detail 
below reference being ‘made to the accompanying 
drawings, in which 
FIG. 1 is a diagram of a hydraulic vehicle brake 

system according to one embodiment of the invention; 
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FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the incorporation of 65 
control means dependent on vehicle weight and dy 
namic braking in a brake system according to FIG. 1; 
and 

2 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary diagram of anti-skid control 

means included in the brake system according to FIG. 
1. 

In FIG. 1 there is disclosed a preferred embodiment 
of a hydraulic vehicle brake system for a streetcar or 
tram having a motor bogie and one or more trailing 
bogies. The principles of the invention are, however, 
applicable to vehicles with only one or more motor 
bogies or only one or more trailing bogies. The streetcar 
or tram may be of the articulated type comprising a 
motor coach and a trailer coach. 
The brake system disclosed in FIG. 1 comprises a 

reservoir 10 for hydraulic ?uid, having a ventilation 
opening with a ?lter 11. The suction or input line 12 of 
a pump 13, which is connected with an electric drive 
motor 14, is connected to the reservoir, and between the 
pressure or output line 15 of the pump and a return line 
16 also connected to the reservoir 10 there is provided 
an over-?ow connection 17, having a relief valve 18 
therein, which is normally closed and opens at a pres 
sure of for example 210 kgs/cmz, de?ning the allowed 
maximum pressure in the hydraulic system. The valve 
18 thus functions as a safety valve. 

In the pressure line 15 there is provided a check valve 
'19 preventing back-?ow in the pressure line, and a ?lter 
20 which is by-passed by a check valve 21 opening at an 
elevated pressure over the ?lter in case it should be 
clogged. Downstream of the ?lter 20 there is connected 
to the pressure line 15 an accumulator or pressure ?uid 
reservoir 22 for storing hydraulic ?uid under pressure. 
This accumulator can be of any known type, c. g. of the 
type wherein the ?uid is received by a resilient con— 
tainer which is expanded against the pressure of a con 
?ned air volume or other yieldable load when it is ?lled 
with pressurized ?uid. In a practical embodiment the 
accumulator 22 has a volume of 10 liters and a maxi 
mum operating pressure of 200 kgs/cm2. There are also 
connected to the pressure line 15 in parallel with the 
accumulator 22 two pressure responsive switches, a 
minimum pressure switch 23L and a maximum pressure 
switch 23H. These switches are connected to the elec 
tric control system (not shown) of the motor 14 driving 
the pump 13 to control its intermittent operation. Thus, 
the pressure switch 23L is adjusted to switch on the 
motor 14 at a miniumum pressure of e.g. 70 kgs/cm2, 
and the pressure switch 23H is adjusted to switch off the 
motor 14 at a maximum pressure of e.g. 200 kgs/cm2. 
Accordingly, the pressure of the ?uid stored in the 
accumulator 22 will be maintained between the limits 
de?ned by the operating pressures of the switches 23L 
and 23H. 

In FIG. 1 there are shown four hydraulic brake cylin 
ders 24, which are intended for coaction with two 
wheel sets of a trailing bogie (not shown), although only 
one cylinder may be used for each wheel set. These 
cylinders are of the inverse type, i.e. they are spring 
biased in direction for applying a brake rigging associ 
ated therewith. Each cylinder has a piston 25 having a 
piston rod 26, and a compression spring 27 acting on the 
side of the piston which is opposite to the piston rod. 
Cylinder spaces 28 and 29 on the spring side and the 
piston rod side of the piston 25, respectively, are each 
connected to a pressure line 3'!) and 31, respectively. 
The cylinders 24 can include slack adjusters or not and 
can be of any known type. They can be connected to 
brake riggings of any known type. 
The line 30 is connected to a pressure line 32 ex 

tended from the pressure line 15 and the accumulator 22 
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and including a valve 33, the function of which will be 
described later. For the time being it is assumed that the 
valve 33 provides a straight-through connection in the 
line 32 as indicated by the valve symbol in FIG. 1. 
There is also provided in the pressure line 32 a pressure 
reducing valve 34 which limits the pressure of hydrau 
lic ?uid supplied to the line 30 through the line 32 to a 
predetermined value, e.g. 22 kgs/cm2. Finally, there is 
included, as a safety measure, in the line 32 a hose break 
down valve 35, which closes in order to cut off the 
supply of pressurized ?uid through the line 32 from the 
part of the hydraulic system usually mounted in the 
vehicle body from the rest of said system, which is 
mounted on the bogie, in case the hose connection com 
monly provided between said parts in order to allow 
movements of the bogie in relation to the body should 
break, come off or burst. 
The line 31 is connected to a line 36 extended from 

the pressure line 15 and the accumulator 22 and includ 
ing a hose breakdown valve 37 for the purpose men 
tioned above a pressure reducing valve 38. Said latter 
valve is of the type that can be adjusted for supplying 
hydraulic ?uid of any pressure between zero and a 
maximum pressure which is higher than that of ?uid 
supplied to the line 32, e.g. 45 kgs/cm2. In the line 36 
there is also provided a manually operated shut-off 
valve 39, which is normally in an opened position. 
A manually operated pump 40 of the reciprocating 

piston type having an inlet check valve 41 and an outlet 
check valve 42 is connected between the pressure line 
36 downstream of the shut-off valve 39 and the return 
line 16. Between the pump 40 and the return line 16 
there is provided a relief valve 43, which opens at a 
predetermined maximum pressure to provide a passage 
from the pump 40 to the return line 16 by-passing the 
check valve 41. This valve 43 should open at a pressure 
which equals the maximum pressure of the valve 38. 
A solenoid operated control valve 44 is connected to 

the pressure reducing valve 38 for adjusting hydrauli 
cally the pressure de?ned by said latter valve, the hy 
draulic ?uid control line being indicated by dash lines. 
As will be described, the solenoid of this control valve 
is connected to a manually operated control member at 
the driver’s place in the vehicle. By means of the con 
trol valve 44 the pressure of the hydraulic ?uid supplied 
from the pressure line 15 through the valve 38 to the 
line 36 can be adjusted between the limits mentioned 
above, i.e. between zero and the maximum value for 
which the valve 38 has been set; in the present case the 
pressure ranges from 0 to 45 kgs/cm2. 

In the lines 30 and 31 there are provided for each pair 
of hydraulic cylinders 24 a valve 45, which forms part 
of an anti-skid arrangement, which will be described 
later. For the time being it is assumed that said valves 
connect the lines 30 and 31 with the cylinder spaces 28 
and 29, respectively, as indicated by the valve symbols 
in FIG. 1. 
Moreover, it will be seen that there are branched 

from the lines 32 and 36 two lines 32' and 36', which are 
extended from the system described to one or more 
further trailing bogies on the vehicle for connection to 
the hydraulic brake cylinders thereof in the manner 
described above with reference to the hydraulic cylin~ 
ders 24 of a single trailing bogie. There is also branched 
from the line 32 a further 32" and from the pressure line 
15 a further line 36" which extend to a motor-driven 
bogie of the vehicle for connection to hydraulic brake 
cylinders on said bogie in the manner described. In the 
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4 
line 36" there is provided a pressure reducing valve 38" 
with a solenoid operated control valve 44" for control 
ling the pressure in the line 36” in the same manner as 
described with reference to the line 36. 
The operation of the brake system disclosed in FIG. 

1 will now be described for different situations that can 
arise during the operation of a streetcar, tram or other 
vehicle provided with said brake system. For this pur 
pose it is assumed that the valve 33 and the valves 45 
have the positions indicated by the valve symbols dis 
closed in FIG. 1, as was also assumed above, and that 
the hydraulic pressure in the line 36 is P1, in the line 32 
P2 and in the line 36" P3, as indicated in FIG. 1. Initially, 
it is also assumed that the shut-off valve 39 is opened. 
When the car is connected to the power supply, the 

pump 13 is intermittently driven by the motor 14 con 
trolled by the pressure responsive switches 23L and 
23H in order to supply pressurized hydraulic ?uid to the 
accumulator 22. Thus, the motor 14 will be started in 
dependence on the swith 23L when the ?uid pressure in 
the accumulator 22 has decreased to the predetermined 
minimum value. The motor 14 and thus the pump 13 
will be kept running until the fluid pressure in the accu 
mulator 22 has increased to the predetermined maxi 
mum value. At that moment the switch 23H will shut 
off the motor 14. It may be assumed in this case that the 
pressure of the ?uid stored in the accumulator 22 will be 
maintained between 70 and 200 kgs/cm2. The relief 
valve 18 opens in order to connect the pressure line 15 
directly to the return line 16 and thus to the reservoir 10 
at a safe maximum pressure value if the motor 14, due to 
failure of the pressure control system, should continue 
to operate the pump 13, although the predetermined 
maximum pressure de?ned by the switch 23H has been 
reached. 

In order to disengage the brakes it is necessary to 
supply to the space 29 of the cylinder 24 a hydraulic 
pressure P], which will overcome the combined force 
provided by the hydraulic pressure P; in the cylinder 
space 28 as supplied through the valve 34 and the force 
provided by the spring 27. This is done by increasing 
the hydraulic pressure P1 in the line 36 by means of the 
control valve 44 which is operatively connected to the 
valve 38 governing the pressure of the hydraulic ?uid in 
the line 36. Thus, for disengagement of the brake 
P1~a1>P2—a2+S, where a1 is the piston area on the pis 
ton rod side, a; is the piston area on the spring side, and 
S is the force provided by the spring 27. For service 
braking control the valve 44 is operated in order to 
decrease the pressure P1 in the line 36 to a value corre 
sponding to the braking effect desired. When the pres 
sure P1 is zero, the brakes are fully applied and the 
hydraulic braking force has its maximum value 
Pg-?z-l-S. 
As will be realized, emergency braking is obtained by 

suddenly decreasing the pressure P1 in the line 36 to 
zero. 

The accumulator 22 shall have a capacity (volume) 
which allows the vehicle to be fully braked several 
times, e.g. three times, between the maximum pressure 
value of the accumulator 22 and the minimum pressure 
value thereof as de?ned by the switches 23L and 231-1. 
This means that three full service or emergency braking 
operations can be performed by utilizing pressurized 
?uid in the fully loaded accumulator 22 before the 
pump 13 is started for reloading the accumulator. It 
may then be possible to make two further full service or 
emergency braking operations by utilizing the pressur 
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ized ?uid left in the accumulator 22, if the pressure 
therein decreases below the minimum pressure ‘value 
determined by the switch 23L. Thereafter still one‘fur 
ther brake application (but no brake release) may be 
possible. ‘ 

When the vehicle has to be parked, the pressure P] is 
decreased again to zero, and the brakes are applied by 
the force obtained by the spring 27 only in case the ?uid 
pressure in the accumulator 22 has decreased to zero, as 
may be the case if the vehicle is disconnected from the 
power supply. The braking force obtained by the spring 
27 should be sufficient to keep the vehicle stationary 
when parked. If pressurized ?uid is available in the 
accumulator 22 through the line 32 this will, of course, 
assist the spring 27 when the brakes are applied for 
parking. However, when the vehicle is disconnected 
from the power supply, as it usually is when it is left 
parked, the valve 33 is switched from the position 
shown in FIG. 1 in which it is held by the solenoid 
thereof being energized, to its other position wherein 
line 30 and thus the cylinder space 28 is connected to 
the reservoir 10 through the line 32 and the return line 
16. Thus, for disengaging the brakes of the parked vehi 
cle only the force provided by the spring 27 has to be 
overcome by pressure supplied to the space 29 of the 
hydraulic brake cylinder 24.. When the vehicle shall be 
put in service after parking, the necessary hydraulic 
pressure in the space 29 is supplied to said space inde 
pendently of the power supply and independently of the 
accumulator 22 by means of the manually operated 
pump 40. Before operating said pump, the valve 39 is 
brought to its closed position. Then, when the pump is 
operated, pressurized ?uid is supplied to the line 36 and 
thus to the space 29 of each cylinder 24. The valve 43 
prevents that the hydraulic pressure produced by man 
ual operation of the hydraulic brake system is increased 
over the prescribed operating values. 
Commonly streetcars and trams are braked not only 

by applying mechanical brake blocks or pads on the 
wheels or discs but also electro-dynamically, e.g. by 
progressively short-circuiting the electric drive motors 
through a variable resistor system. This electro 
dynamic braking, which takes place on the motor bogie, 
is the main braking, and the mechanical braking should 
be super-posed to the electro-dynamic braking. In order 
to prevent the combined braking effect from being too 
strong it is necessary to adjust the engagement of the 
mechanical brakes with consideration of the electro 
dynamic braking. Automatic means for such adjustment 
are shown in FIG. 2 of the drawings. 

Referring to FIG. 2 the pressure reducing valves 38 
and 38” and their solenoid operated control valves 44 
and 44" respectively, described with reference to FIG. 
1, are shown therein. There is also shown a driver’s 
brake control or “valve” 46, which is operated by the 
driver and which is connected to an electric control 
current supply. This control 4&6 can consist of a variable 
resistor, transformer or other suitable control means, 
such as a pulse transmitter, and is adapted to produce 
control signals the character of which is dependent on 
the position of the operating handle 46' of the control 
“valve”. It is connected by conduits 47 and $7” to the 
solenoids of the valves M and 4-4", respectively. In each 
of said conduits there is provided an electric amplifier 
48 and 48", respectively, and in the conduit 47" there is 
also provided a blending box 49. 
The blending box 49 comprises a difference ampli?er 

to which are supplied as input signals a signal which 

0 

25 

35 

45 

50 

55 

65 

6 
represents the total braking force ordered by the actual 
setting of the handle 46’, and another signal which rep 
resents the braking force obtained by electro-dynamic 
braking of the motor bogie. The difference ampli?er 
produces an output signal according to the chosen char 
acteristics of the ampli?er, which is supplied to the 
control valve 44" so that this valve is adjusted to a 
position which gives a proper hydraulic braking force 
in addition to the prevailing electro-dynamic braking 
effect. 4 

As in most cases it is desired to adjust the braking to 
the load of the vehicle and more particularly to the load 
of the individual bogies, the braking signals supplied by 
means of the control 46 must be modified not only with 
due consideration of the electro-dynamic braking effect 
as described with reference to the motor bogie but also 
with due consideration of the prevailing load, which is 
true for all bogies of the car. 
For this purpose there may be provided two load 

sensors 50 and 50", which are mounted to sense the load 
on the trailing bogie and the motor bogie, respectively, 
and may comprise wire strain gauges or other load 
pressure transducers. The sensors are connected one to 
each ampli?er 48 and ”, respectively, to supply a 
signal to the associated ampli?er, which controls the 
gain of the ampli?er in such a manner that a signal 
corresponding to heavy load provides a higher gain 
than a signal corresponding to light load. Thus, the 
signals supplied from the control 46 to the control 
valves 44 and M" will be modi?ed in the associated 
ampli?er 48 and 48", respectively, such that the braking 
force applied by means of the hydraulic brake system 
will be dependent on the load and the load distribution 
on the vehicle. 

If the wheel sets are too heavily braked, they may be 
locked and then will skid on the rails. If this happens, 
the circular surface of the wheels running on the rails 
will expose flat surfaces, so-called “plates”, which cause 
discomfort during riding in the vehicle when the wheels 
are free to rotate again. In order to prevent locking of 
the wheel sets and to avoid the drawbacks associated 
therewith there may be provided in the brake system 
described an anti-skid arrangement comprising the 
valves 45 mentioned above. 

Referring to FIG. 3, each valve 95 is a three-way 
solenoid valve having two positions: a ?rst position 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 3 obtained when the solenoid of 
the valve is de-energized, and a second position ob 
tained when the solenoid is energized. In said ?rst posi 
tion there is a straight-through connection between the 
lines 30 and 31 and the spaces 28 and 29, respectively, of 
the cylinders 24, and in said second position the line 30 
is connected to the space 29 and the line 31 is blocked 
while the space 28 is connected to the reservoir 10 
through a line 31 extending to the return line 16. The 
energization of the solenoid of each valve 45 is con 
trolled by a sensor 52, FIG. 3, which senses the rotation 
of an associated wheel set 53 and is connected by a 
conduit 54 to the solenoid of the associated valve 4-5. 
When the sensor 52 senses a rotational speed of the set 
53, which is below a predetermined minimum value, it 
will supply to the solenoid of the associated valve a 
signal switching the valve to said second position. Thus, 
it will be seen that no hydraulic pressure will be ob 
tained in the space 28 and that the force provided by the 
spring 27 will be opposed by the lower hydraulic pres 
sure determined by the valve 34 now supplied to the 
space 29. The cylinder will operate the associated brake 
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rigging in direction to decrease the braking action, thus 
allowing the set 53 to rotate and inhibiting locking of 
the set due to the braking action. When the set has 
gained speed, the valve 45 will be re-set to said ?rst 
position in dependence on the sensor 51. , 

I claim: 
1. In a ?uid operated vehicle brake system compris 

ing at least one piston-cylinder array with a spring bias 
ing the piston in a brake application direction opera 
tively connected by a ?uid circuit array to a brake rig 
ging, ?rst means for controlling the supply of pressur 
ized ?uid from a source to operate said array for brak 
ing characterized in that the cylinder has ?uid chambers 
for receiving ?uid from said source on opposite sides of 
the piston for applying the piston in either brake appli 
cation or brake release directions, second means for 
suppling pressurized ?uid from said supply selectively 
at any pressure between zero and a predetermined maxi 
mum pressure in the brake release direction, and third 
means for suppling pressurized ?uid from said supply 
selectively at a constant pressure lower than said manl 
mum pressure in the brake application direction so that 
in an emergency braking situation the supplied constant 
?uid pressure of the third means in the braking direction 
is immediately effective as the ?uid pressure of the 
second means is rapidly decreasing toward zero and in 
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the normal braking situation the ?uid pressure of the 
second means applied in the brake release direction is 
variably reduced below the sum of the constant force of 
the spring bias and the constant ?uid pressure of the 
third means, said ?rst means comprising said second and 
third means. 

2. First means as de?ned in claim 1 including manual 
control means comprising a ?uid pump and valve ar 
rangement coupled in said ?uid conduit system for 
supplying ?uid under pressure to the side of the piston 
opposite the spring to release the brakes against spring 
pressure. 

3. First means as de?ned in claim 1 coupled to a vehi 
cle wherein a wheel that is braked by said system r0 
tates, including means sensing the rotational speed of 
the wheel, and control means reducing the braking 
force by controlling ?uid under pressure to the piston 
when the wheel rotation speed is below a threshold 
value. 

4. First means as de?ned in claim 1 including a second 
braking system operable on said vehicle, and means 
controlling the ?uid pressure by said ?rst means as a 
proportional function of the braking force supplied by 
said second braking system. 

i ‘l i i i 


