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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that ‘I, GEORGE SCHMITT, of 

the city, county, and State of New York, 
have invented a new and Improved Folding 
Condiment-Receptacle, of which the follow 
ing is a-full, clear, and exact description. 
My invention relates to a folding recep 

tacle for holding condiments——such as salt or 
pepper—and has for its object to provide a 
simple, inexpensive, and ‘efficient device of 
this character, which will protect the condi—_ 
ments from dust or foreign matter and from 
spilling, and may be readily folded up when 
not in use, and presents an attractive appear 
ance on the table in either folded or unfolded 
condition. 
The invention consists in certain novel 

features of construction ‘and combinations of 
parts of the condiment-receptacle, all as here 
inafter described and claimed. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawings, forming a part of this speci?cation, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 

» corresponding parts in all the ?gures. 
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved condiment-receptacle in folded con 
dition. Fig. 2 is a perspective view thereof 
unfolded for use; and Fig. 3 is a side eleva 
tion of the receptacle, showing a slightly 
modi?ed method of hinging the covers of the 
individual condiment boxes or cups. 
My improved condiment - receptacle is 

made with two individual boxes or cups A 
B, to adjacent ends of which are ?xed in any 
suitable manner the outer endsvof two plates 
0 C, which are hinged together at c, at which 
point or knuckle are also preferably hinged 
the lids or covers A’ B’ of the boxes A 13, re 
spectively, as shown in Fig. l of the draw 
ings; but these lids may be hinged to the 
main hinge-plates C C, at points 0' c’, at op 
posite sides of the knuckle c of the hinge 
_plates, as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings. 
The lids A’ B’ are provided, respectively, 
with suitable springcatches a b, which are 
adapted to engage the edges of the boxes A 
B, respectively, and hold or look the lids 
closed tightly to the upper edges of theboxes 
to prevent discharge or loss of condiments 

50 from them when-the receptacle is folded up. 
I propose to put salt in the box A and 
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black and red pepper in the box B, which is 
provided with a partition I)’, to keep the two 
kinds of pepper separate. I also provide the 

a latch device, which will hold them together 
when they are thrown back to open the con 
diment-boxes, so that the two lids‘ when thus 
latched together will not fall onto and close 

outer or free ends of the box-lids A’ B’ with 55 

the boxes, and in 'this adjustment the lids 60 
also serve as an efficient and convenient 
handle by which to carry the open receptacle 
or to move it from place to place on a dining 
table. The latch I mayprefer to use consists 
of two small balls D D, one held by a some- 65 
what elastic stem to the outer end of each . 
lid, and both adapted to interlock when the 
lids are fully opened back to back, to latch 
the lids together, as shown in Figs; 1‘ and 2 
of the drawings. 

It will be noticed that I provide the condi 
ment-boxes next their hinge-joint with pro 
jections or stops which come in contact when 
the receiver is open and prevent the boxes 

70 

falling below a horizontal alignment, these 75 
projections orstops being preferably the two 
pairs of legs a2 a2 and b2 b2 of the boxes A B, 
respectively, and these four legs also support 
the condiment -_receptacle when it is. fully 
folded up, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. 80 
Two other pairs of legs a3 a3 b3 b3 on the 
boxes A B, respectively, assist in supporting 
the open receptacle and relieve the hinge 
joint of the boxes of excessive strain. When 
the condiment-receptacle is to be closed, the 85 
lids A’ B’ will be unlatched at D, and will 
be swung down and latched at ab to the con 
diment-boxes A B, and the boxes will then 
be swung upward on the hinge C until their 
lids meet face to face and are again secured 90 
together by the latch D. When folded, the 
receptacle can be safely carried in the pocket 
without danger of spilling the condiments, or 
it may be stood upon its leg-supports a2 W, 
as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, upon a 95 
table, sideboard, or other support. To unfold 
the receptacle, it is only necessary to ?rst un 
latch the boxes at D, turn them down on the 
hinge O, unlatch the lids from the boxes at a 
b, and then swing the lids upward and se-gro'o 
cure them together again by the latch D; as 
shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings. , I .- ’ 



10 

IO 

20 

25 

416,425 

I am not limited to any particular size and 
form of the parts of the condiment-recep 
tacle, but I consider the semi-elliptical gen 
eral form of the condiment-boxes shown in 
the drawings is desirable, and susceptible of 
manufacture in china, porcelain, wood, metal, 
or other materials with any desired orna 
mentation. The condiment boxes or cups 
may also be made in the form of nut-‘shells 
or sea-shells or in a great variety of forms, as 
will be readily understood. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is— 

‘1. A folding condinient-receptacle consist 
ing of two boxes hinged together, each hav 
ing a lid or cover, and a latch device adapted 
to hold the open lids to each other, substan 
tially as herein set forth. 

2. A folding condiment-receptacle consist 
ing of two boxes hinged together, each hav 
ing a hinged lid or cover, latches adapted to 
hold the lids closed to their respective boxes, 
and a latch adapted to hold the opened lids 
to each other, substantially as herein set forth. 

3. A folding condiment - receptacle com 
prising two boxes hinged together, each hav 
ing a lid, and provided with stops 0r projec 
tions which come in contact when the recep 
tacle is unfolded or opened to hold its boxes 
about in the same plane, substantially as 
herein set forth. 

4. In a folding condiment-receptacle the 
combination, with two boxes hinged together, 
of a lid for each box, hinged at the main 
hinge of the boxes, and a latch deviceadapted 
to hold the open lids to each other, substan 
tially as herein set forth. 

5. In a folding condiment-receptacle, the 
combination, with two boxes hinged together, 
of a lid for each box hinged at the main 
hinge of the boxes, and latches adapted to 
hold them closed to the boxes, said lids pro 
vided with a latch device holding them to 
gether when open, substantially as herein set 
forth. 

‘ GEORGE SCHMIT'I‘. 
\Vitnesses: 

HENRY L. GooDWm, 
EDGAR TATE. 
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