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[57] . ABSTRACT 

A grazing regulator is mountable to the head of a graz 
ing animal to automatically prevent the animal from 

eating short grass, while allowing the animal to graze‘ 
on taller grass. The regulator includes a rigid frame that 
is mounted on the animal’s head where it pivotably 
mounts a pair of rocker arms. A grazing plate is ?xed to 
the lower ends of the rocker arms and is pivotable in 
unison with the arms between an operative position 
where the plate substantially overlaps the animal’s 
mouth to prevent eating, and an inoperative position 
wherein the plate is pivoted clear of the animal’s mouth. 
Movement of the plate between these positions is ef 

.fected by an actuator rod slidably mounted to the 
framework. A lower end of the actuator rod protrudes 
below the grazing plate to engage the ground and slide 
upwardly as the animal moves its head toward the 
ground surface. The upper end of the rod is connected 
to an upper end of the rocker arm. It causes pivotal 
movement of the rocker arm and grazing plate. There 
fore, the plate will automatically pivot to the operative 
position when the animal’s head reaches a selected ele 
vational position. 

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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GRAZING REGULATOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
It is well known that grass plants are damaged when 

animals graze too close to the ground level. Since the 
entire plant is manufactured in the leaves and stems, it 
follows that overgrazing causes the weakened plants to 
become poor competitors and/or even perhaps to die 
out. Unpalatable weeds invade the pasturelands and 
useful production is greatly reduced. Also many ani 
mals overeat, become obese, and breed poorly. 

This device relates to apparatus for selectively pre 
venting animals from grazing below a prescribed level 
and at the same time force them to get more exercise. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a pictorial view of the present grazing regu 
lator; 
FIG. 2 is a view of the regulator in an inoperative 

condition and mounted to an amimal’s head; and 
FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2, showing the com 

ponents of the present invention in an operative condi 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
' EMBODIMENT 

The grazing regulator of the present invention is 
indicated in the accompanying drawings by the refer 
ence character 10. It is shown in FIG. 1 separately and 
in FIGS. 2 and 3 in use mounted on an animal’s head. 
The regulator includes a rigid frame 11 that is generally 
"L” shaped as seen in FIGS. 2 and 3. As shown in FIG. 
1, the frame is preferably comprised of two L-shaped 
elements 110 interconnected by a transverse bar 11b. 
The opposed spaced elements 11a ?t on opposite sides 
of an animal’s muzzle. Frame 11 is releasably and adjust 
ably ?tted to the animal’s head by a mounting means 12. 
Means 12 is simply comprised of halter straps 13 that 
extend around the muzzle and poll of the animal’s head. 
Straps 13 are mounted to the frame 11 by means of 
integral loops 14. 
The L-shaped elements of frame 11 each include an 

upright leg 17 and a forwardly-projecting leg 18. 
Guide means 20 is provided on the frame 11 at the 

outward ends of horizontal transverse legs 18. Guide 
means 20 is comprised of sleeves 21 ?xed in substan 
tially upright orientations to slidably receive a pair of 
actuator rods 22. 
The actuator rods 22 include upper ends 23 that 

project above the sleeves 21 and enlarged lower ends 24 
for engaging a ground surface. The length of the actua 
tor rods 22 may be determined according to the associ 
ated length of vegetation that is desired to be protected 
from the grazing animal. 
At least one and preferably a pair of rocker arms 27 

are pivotally mounted to the frame at 31 adjacent the 
juncture of upright legs 17 and horizontal legs 18. The 
arms are mounted about a common pivot axis that is 
transverse to the upright frame legs 17 and substantially 
parallel to the axis or locus about which the animal’s 
jaw articulates. 
A grazing plate 28 is affixed to the lower ends 29 of 

arms 27. The plate lies within a plane substantially par~ 
allel to the pivot axis. It will pivot with the arms 27 
between an inoperative position (FIG. 2) and an opera 
tive position (FIG. v3) in response to movement of the 
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actuator rods through their engagement with a ground 
surface. 
Upper ends 30 of rocker arms 27 are operatively 

connected to the upper ends 23 of the actuator rods 22. 
The arms 27 each include appropriate slots 32 which 
receive pins 33. These pins 33 interconnect the rocker 
arms 27 and upper ends of the actuator rods 22. 

In operation, the regulator is ?rst mounted to an 
animal’s head by the halter straps 13. As shown in the 
drawings, one strap may extend about the poll of the 
animal’s head while one or two other straps extend 
transversely about the animal’s muzzle. When the frame 
is accurately positioned on the animal’s head, the up 
right legs 17 are longitudinally aligned with the muzzle 
and the junctures of the legs 17 and 18 are located adja 

- cent to the animal’s mouth. 

While the animal grazes on taller grass, the weight of 
actuator rod 22 will cause the rocker means 27 and 
associated grazing plate 28 to remain in the inoperative 
position. The plate in this position is clear of the ani 
mal’s mouth and allows the animal to graze freely on 
tall grasses and other vegetation. However, if the ani 
mal lowers its head closer to the ground surface, the 
lower ends 29 of the actuator rods come into contact 
with the ground surface. The sleeves then slide down 
wardly over the rods. This correspondingly pivots the 
upper ends of rocker arms 27 and grazing plate 28 to the 
operative position overlapping the animal’s mouth. This 
condition is illustrated in FIG. 3. Obviously, in the 
operative position, the plate 28 covers the animal’s 
mouth and prevents it from eating the shorter vegeta 
tion. Once the animal raises its head, the rods will slide 
downwardly causing the plate to pivot to the inopera 
tive position. 

If desired, the actuator rods 22 may be adjustable in 
length. For instance, each rod 22 might be constructed 
of two coaxial telescoping tubes and a suitable detent or 
locking member. Adjustment of the length of the actua 
tor rods 22 will permit modi?cation of the minimum 
grass height accessible to the animal before plate 28 
moves into the position shown in FIG. 3. - 

It is noted that the above description and attached 
drawings are given only for the purpose of describing a 
preferred form of the invention. Such description is not 
intended in any manner to restrict the scope of my 
invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. A grazing regulator mountable on the head of an 

animal, comprising: 
a rigid frame; 
mounting means on the frame for securing the frame 

to the muzzle of an animal adjacent to its mouth; 
an actuator rod having an upper end and a lower end; 
upright guide means on said frame slidably mounting 

the actuator rod to the frame for up and down 
sliding movement in relation thereto; 

a grazing plate; 
a rocker arm having a lower end affixed to the graz 

ing plate and an upper end operatively connected 
to the upper end of the actuator rod, said rocker 
arm being pivotably mounted to the frame interme 
diate the lower and upper rocker arm ends for 
movement about a transverse axis on the frame; 

wherein the grazing plate is movable about said axis 
between an inoperative position clear of the ani 
mal’s mouth to allow it to eat tall grasses and an 
operative position overlapping the animal’s mouth 
to prevent it from eating short grasses; and 
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said lower end of the actuator rod projecting beneath 
the grazing plate when the plate is in the inopera 
tive position to permit it to engage the ground and 
slide upward within the guide means to pivot the 
grazing plate to the operative position as the head 
of the animal is lowered to a predetermined eleva 
tion above the ground. ' 

2. The grazing regulator as set out by claim 1 wherein 
said mounting means further comprises: 
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halter straps extendable about the muzzle of an ani 
mal and its poll to secure the frame to the animal’s 
head and position the frame relative to the animal’s 
mouth. \ 

3. The grazing regulator as set out by claim 1 wherein 
the frame is L-shaped having an upright leg and a for 
wardly projecting leg joined thereto, the mounting 
means being located on the upright leg and the upright 
guide means being located on the forwardly-projecting 
leg. 
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