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[57] ABSTRACT 
An apparatus for picking-up and removing objects or 
the like, especially animal excrements, comprising a 
receiver portion formed of relatively rigid material and 
intended to be engaged by an operator, for the recep 
tion of the object to be picked-up. A substantially sack 
or bag-like sleeve is provided for such receiver portion. 
This bag-like sleeve, after having picked-up the object, 
can be forwardly turned over the receiver portion and, 
if desired, closed. 

7 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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APPARATUS FOR-PICKING-UP AND REMOVING 
OBJECTS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a new and improved 
construction of apparatus for picking-up and removing 
objects, in particular although not exclusively animal 
excrements. . 

In the context of this disclosure, and while the inven 
tion has particular utility with respect to the removal of 
animal excrements, nonetheless it should be understood 
that the term “object” is used in its broader sense as 
referring generally to contaminants or wastes and is not 
simply speci?c to the removal of such type substances 
or “objects”, as the disclosure will clearly suggest other 
possible uses of the apparatus. 

It has been frequently observed that animals, espe 
cially domestic pets, typically dogs, tend to deposit 
their feces or excrements at locations which are particu 
larly annoying to humans. Oftentimes, this happens 
especially at parking garages, areas in front of or in 
houses and other buildings, parks, trails, sidewalks and 
other paths used by pedestrians or hickers, and so forth. 
Up to the present the removal of such feces or excre 
ments has been associated with considerable difficulties 
and, in instances where there was not available a suit 
able removal device, such feces removal was not possi 
ble at all. 

Similar waste disposal problems can also arise in hos 
pitals, nursing homes and the like, where oftentimes 
waste materials, such as for instance cotton and other 
contaminated objects or articles are to be removed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Hence, with the foregoing in mind it is a primary 
object of the present invention to provide a new and 
improved construction of apparatus for picking-up and 
removing various types of articles or the like, especially 
with the view of solving the aforementioned waste 
removal problems. 
Another and more speci?c object of the present in 

vention aims at the provision at a new and improved 
construction of apparatus for picking-up and removing 
various types of objects or substances, typically, but not 
exclusively for instance, animal excrements, contami 
nated products, especially for hygienic purposes, such 
as items contaminated in hospitals or the like, such as 
cotton, throwaway instruments, dispensers, and so 
forth, which apparatus is relatively simple in construc 
tion and design, economical to manufacture, and easy to 
use. 

Still a further signi?cant object of this invention aims 
at the provision of apparatus for seizing and removing 
articles in a simple manner for the purpose of disposing 
of the same in a hygienic and safe way. 
Yet another object of this invention aims at providing 

an apparatus or device of the character described which 
eliminates the existing dif?culties and is extremely sim 
ple to use. , 
Now in order to implement these and still further 

objects of the invention, which will become more 
readily apparent as the description proceeds, the appa 
ratus of the present invention is manifested by the fea 
tures that there is provided a receiver portion or unit 
formed of relatively rigid material for picking-up the 
object and intended to be engaged by an operator. 
There is also provided a substantially bag- or sack-like 

5 

20 

25 

35 

40 

45 

65 

2 
sleeve for such receiver portion, which sleeve, after 
picking-up the object, can be folded or forwardly 
turned over the receiver portion and, if desired, closed. 
A particularly advantageous constructional manifes 

tation of the inventive apparatus is characterized by a 
substantially sack- or pocket-shaped container having 
opening means, and the edges of which are reinforced. 
This sack-shaped container means or receptacle forms 
the receiver portion or unit. There is also provided a 
sack- or bag-like sleeve which is arranged at the outside 
of the ?rst-mentioned container means or receptacle 
and extends rearwardly from the opening or opening 
means thereof. This sack-like sleeve is equipped with an 
opening at its rear end through which there can be 
introduced the hand or arm of the operator, and follow 
ing picking-up of the object such sack-like sleeve can be 
folded-over forwardly and closed in such position. 
An especially preferred embodiment of the invention 

contemplates arranging along the edges of the opening 
of the container means forwardly protruding gripper 
elements formed of relatively stiff material. These grip 
per elements can be inwardly folded towards one an 
other to provide a closable-type arrangement of gripper 
elements which are then forwardly folded or bent when 
they impact against a support surface or the like. 
The gripper elements preferably consist of plastic 

strips or equivalent structure ?xed to the inner wall of 
the container means or receptacle in any convenient 
fashion, for instance by welding. Such container or 
container means and the sleeve are advantageously 
formed of plastic, for instance of a polyethylene-foil 
material. 
A further, particular advantageous constructional 

embodiment of the invention is manifested by the fea 
tures of a scoop- or shovel-like receiving surface for the 
object to be raised and forming the receiver portion or 
part. This scoop-like receiving or receiver surface is 
formed of relatively rigid material. At the rear end of 
the receiving surface there is attached a sack-like sleeve 
intended to be folded forwardly, following picking-up 
of the object, over the receiver surface and, if desired, 
can be closed. ' g 

The receiver or receiving surface extends with its 
rear end advantageously into the base or floor portion 
of the sleeve or sleeve member, in order to be seized 
from within such sleeve. The aforementioned receiver 
surface also advantageously possesses two lateral guide 
surfaces which, for instance, can be upwardly ?exed or 
folded out of the plane of the receiver surface along fold 
lines, and speci?cally, from a location within the sleeve. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be better understood and objects 
other than those set forth above, will become apparent 
when consideration is given to the following detailed 
description thereof. Such description makes reference 
to the annexed drawings wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a waste disposal appara 

tus constructed according to the present invention; and 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the apparatus 

shown in FIG. 1, taken substantially along the lines 
II-II thereof. ‘ 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Describing now the drawings, and as disclosed spe 
ci?cally in FIGS. 1 and 2, the exemplary embodiment of 
waste disposal apparatus depicted therein, is especially 
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suitable for instance for the hygienic removal and pack 
aging of relatively solid animal excrements, such as for 
instance the feces of dogs. Prior to use such apparatus 
will be seen to comprise a substantially sack- or pocket- ' 
like inner container or receptacle 1 having an opening 2 
along which there is arranged forwardly protruding 
gripper elements or members 3 and 4. There is also 
provided an external sleeve or sleeve member 5. 

In the embodiment under discussion the container 1 
and the sleeve 5 are fabricated of the same piece i.e. 
manufactured of one-piece, and are formed by inwardly 
folding- or turning-over the floor or bottom of a sack 20 
formed, for instance, of plastic. Depending upon the 
mode of use, the plastic sack 20 may be transparent or 
non-transparent. 
The gripper elements 3 and 4 each are formed of, for 

instance, a cardboard strip which is ?xed to the inner 
wall of the container or receptacle 1, for instance by 
adhesively bonding the same thereto. At the locations 6 
and 7 there are formed so-called bend or fold notches or 
lines, generally indicated by reference characters 6a and 
7a. The outer edges of the gripper elements 3 and 4 are 
provided with gripper teeth 8 or equivalent structure, 
which upon closing of the bendable teeth 8 mutually 
engage with one another. 
The outer parts of the gripper elements 3 and 4, that 

is to say, those portions of the gripper elements located 
externally of the bend notches or lines 6a and 7a, can be 
easily inwardly bent from their illustrated starting posi 
tion, i.e. slightly initially flexed or bent towards one 
another, so that when the gripper teeth are pressed 
against a supporting surface or the like the same auto 
matically can easily close. 
By simply slightly pulling together or otherwise ap 

propriately folding the sack walls, especially the walls 
ot the sack-like sleeves 5, there are formed respective 
arched or domed portions 9 and 9' at the intermediate 
region of the gripper elements 3 and 4 between the walls 
10 of the container 1 and the sleeve 5, these domed. 
portions 9 and 9' forming pockets into which there can 
be inserted the ?ngers of the user. ' 
Use of the described apparatus is extremely simple: 

. the sleeve 5 and container 1 preferably consist of a 
plastic material, for instance polyethylene foil, and can 
be wound for instance about the gripper elements 3, 4 
which provide reinforcing means for the container 1 
defining the waste receiver portion for the waste or 
otherwise. This unit, prior to use, and while assuming 
approximately the position shown in the drawings, is 
engaged from the rear, and specifically the hand or arm 
of the user is inserted through the rear entry-opening 10 
of the sleeve 5 and the user’s ?ngers are conveniently 
inserted into the domed portions or pockets 9, 9’. Now 
the apparatus together with the gripper elements 3, 4 
can be placed over the object which is to be picked-up. 
By depressing the apparatus with the hand, in the direc 
tion of the surface upon which the object to be picked 
up rests, the object is then picked-up and the gripper 
elements 3, 4 are inwardly bent at the fold lines 6a, 7a 
and the gripper teeth 8 engaged with one another to 
provide a closure to prevent unintentional dropping out 
of the thus engaged object. Then the bag-like sleve 5 is 
upset or folded-over towards the front, into the position 
shown in phantom lines by reference character 5', and 
the unit can be closed in the manner of a conventional 
bag. It will be appreciated that the picked-up waste is 
completely contained within the closed bag. 
The apparatus can be used in an extremely hygienic 

manner. The object to be picked-up must not be 
touched by the user with his hands and after having 
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used the apparatus all of the waste is hygienically sealed 
or packaged. , 
As already mentioned, the apparatus is suitable for 

picking-up the feces or excrements of dogs. However, it 
also can be used in other?elds, such asfor instance in 
hospitals, laboratories, just to mention a few possibili 
ties. 

While there is shown and described a present pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention, it is to be distinctly 
understood that the invention is not limited thereto, but 
may be otherwise variously embodied and practiced 
within the scope of the following claims. 

Accordingly, what is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus for picking-up and removing objects, 

such as animal excrements, comprising: 
an inner container portion for receiving the object to 

be picked up, said container de?ning an opening 
bounded by edges thereof whereby such object can 
be introduced into the container; 

an outer sleeve portion arranged outside the con 
tainer and extending rearwardly of the container 
opening, the sleeve portion having a rear end pro 
vided with an opening through which the hand of 
the operator of the apparatus can be inserted to 
engage the outside of the container, the sleeve 
portion being foldable over the container portion 
following picking up of the object; and 

means for reinforcing the edges of the container 
opening, the reinforcing means including for 
wardly protruding gripper elements formed of 
relatively stiff material providing along the edges 
of said container opening, said gripper elements 
being structured such that they can be inwardly 
folded towards each other when said gripper ele 
ments engage a supporting surface upon which the 
object to be picked up is disposed. 

2. The apparatus as defned in claim 1, wherein said 
container portion and said sleeve portion are formed of 
one-piece, providing a sack-like element including an 
inwardly folded ?oor which forms said container por 
tion, said container portion having wall means at which 
said reinforcement means are provided at the region of 
the container opening. 

3. The apparatus as de?ned in claim 1, comprises two 
opposed gripper elements provided along opposite 
edges of the container opening, the two gripper ele 
ments having interengageable teeth and being inclined 
towards each other, whereby pressing the apparatus 
towards a supporting surface upon which the object to 
be picked up is disposed causes said teeth to be brought 
together between said supporting surface and said ob 
ject. ~ 

4. The apparatus as de?ned in claim 1, wherein: 
said gripper elements are formed of strips of material 
and include gripper edge means equipped with 
teeth. 

5. The apparatus as de?ned in claim 1, wherein: 
said container portion and said sleeve are formed of 

one-piece. , 

6. The apparatus as de?ned in claim 1, further includ 
mg: ‘ 

rearwardly open pocket means defining through-pas 
sages arranged at the central region of the rein 
forced edges of said opening between wall means 
of the container portion and the sleeve portion; 

said pocket means serving for the reception of ?ngers 
of the operator in order to maintain the reinforced 
edges of the opening in a suitable starting position. 

7. The apparatus as de?ned in claim 6, wherein: 
said pocket means are formed by substantially domed 

portions of said sleeve. 
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