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PRocEssFoR TREATING RADIOACTIVE WASTE 
GASES - 

BACKGROUND; 6F INVENTION 
Thisinvention relates to a process for treating radio 

active waste ' gases, more particularly to a process for 
recovering radioactive rare gases from the waste gas of 
a nuclear power plant. . ~ - , ‘ 

Apparatus as shown in FIG. 1 has been used to treat 
the waste gas from a nuclear power plant to recover 
radioactive rare waste gases. According to this method, 
the waste gas is pretreated in a pretreating system 1 to 
remove water and carbon dioxide gas and is then cooled 
in a heat exchanger 2 by ef?uent gas from a concentra 
tor 4. Thereafter, the cooled gas is sent to a primary 
condenser 4 which usually comprises a low temperature 
adsorption bed cooled by the liquid nitrogen from a 
tank 3. In the primary condenser the waste gas is con 
centrated by a factor of about 5000, the concentrated 
gas consisting of a major proportion of air (N2, 02, etc.) 
and about 1/ 10th of rare gases, for example, (Xe, Kr, 
etc.). The concentrated waste gas is sent by a pump 5 to 
a secondary condenser 6 where the radioactive rare 
gases are adsorbed by an activated carbon bed and then 
recovered in tank 7. 
Where an activated carbon bed is used in the second 

ary condenser, a certain amount of oxygen is also ad 
sorbed along with the rare gases. The adsorbed oxygen 
is activated by the radioactivity of the radioactive rare 
gases and a portion thereof is converted into ozone. 
Since ozone is explosive, it is dangerous to recover it in 
tank 7 along with the rare gases. Further, the activated 
carbon of the bed is burnt and wasted by the heat of 
disintegration or heat of reaction of ozone thereby 
greatly decreasing the absorption capability of the acti 
vated carbon. 

5 Because of the above noted problems, it is desirable to 
remove oxygen admixed with the radioactive rare gases 
before recovering the same. 

Accordingly, a method has been proposed wherein a 
HZ-OZ recombiner is used in the secondary condenser 6 
instead of a low temperature absorption bed. According 
to this method, hydrogen gas is blown into the con 
denser for reaction with the oxygen. This method is 
advantageous for‘ the secondary condenser because 
oxygen is substantially completely removed. However, 
it has a defect that it is necessary to install a hydrogen 
tank or a hydrogen generating device near the radioac 
,tive rare gas recovering system, thereby increasing the 
possibility of an explosion of the hydrogen, resulting in 
an extremely dangerous situation. ' ' 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of this invention to provide a novel 
method of recovering radioactive rare gases which can 
avoid the disadvantages described above. ‘ 
According to this invention, there is provided a pro 

cess for treating radioactive waste gas by treating a 
waste gas containing oxygen and radioactive gases with 
one or more of the“ reactive metals selected from the 
group consisting of titanium, zirconium and alloys 
thereof. ~ ' 

‘In this method the oxygen contained in the radioac 
tive waste gases is adsorbed and hence ?xed by the 
reactive metal thereby avoiding the danger of an explo 
sion caused by the oxygen being converted to ozone. 
Furthermore, since the oxygen is substantially re 
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moved, the degree of concentration of the recovered 
rare gases can be improved. An additional advantage of 
the invention is that it is not necessary to install a hydro 
gen tank or a hydrogen generating apparatus "near the 
recovery apparatus, thus increasing the overall safety of 
the recovery system. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a prior art method 

of recovering radioactive rare gases. 
FIG. 2 is a block, diagram showing the apparatus 

utilized to carry out the method of this invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The invention will now be described in detail. The 
gas treated by the method of this invention may be any 
gas as long as it contains oxygen and one or more radio 
active rare gases. Thus, the gas may be waste gas from 
a nuclear power plant. The gas is concentrated by a 
primary condenser by a factor of about 5000 in a man 
ner described above. The gas concentrated by the pri 
mary condenser consists of 10 parts by volume of air 
(that is a mixture of N2, 02, etc.) and 1 part by‘volume 
of radioactive gases, (for example Xe, Kr, etc.). 
The reactive metal utilized in this invention may be 

any metal as long as it can remove oxygen from the gas 
mixture but not fix the rare gases by absorption. More 
particularly, titanium, zirconium, titanium base alloys, 
zirconium base alloys, zirconium-titanium alloys, and 
alloys consisting essentially of titanium or zirconium are 
preferred. These reactive metals remove oxygen. from 
the rare gases by forming such oxides as ZrO2, and 
Ti02 but do not absorb and ?x the rare gases such as 
Krypton and Xenon. These reactive metals can be used 
either singly or in combination. 

Certain components of the reactive metals other than 
titanium and zirconium may be used to remove gas 
components other than oxygen, for example, nitrogen; 
the types of reactive metals used being determined by 
the composition of a particular gas to be treated. 
One important factor necessary to remove oxygen 

from the gas mixture is the surface area of the reactive 
metal; that is, the area on which the reaction with oxy 
gen is effected. The reactivity of the reactive metal 
increases in proportion to its surface area. As a result, 
when the reactive metal is used in the secondary con 
denser for treating the waste gas from the nuclear reac 
tor (in this case the volumes of oxygen and radioactive 
rare gases contained in the waste gas are substantially 
equal) the required surface area is larger than 10 cm2 per 
1 ml of the oxygen. In this case, titanium and or zirco 
nium can efficiently remove the oxygen component 
without appreciable absorption of the radioactive rare 
gases. 
Although the shape of the reactive metal is not lim 

ited, in order to improve its surface area and hence the 
adsorption capability, spherical, granular, or powdery 
shapes, and wire net, ?ber, foil or plate shapes are all 
preferred. 
Where a reactive metal containing one or more of 

titanium, titanium or zirconium base alloys and titani 
um-zirconium alloys is used, it is possible to remove not 
only oxygen but also nitrogen to some extent, thus in 
creasing further the concentration of the recovered rare 
gases. 
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When incorporated with a suitable component, zirco 
nium base alloys can remove not only oxygen, but also 
nitrogen as ZrN. Thus, when a reactive metal contain 
ing a desired amount of a zirconium base alloy incorpo 
rated with about 16% by weight of aluminum is used at 
a temperature of about 400° C., it is possible to remove 
oxygen together with a considerable amount of nitro 
gen. 

In this reaction system, it is possible to use a mixture 
of reactive metals just described and a component that 
can remove gas components other than oxygen. For 
example, for the purpose of removing nitrogen, it is 
possible to admix the reactive metal with another metal 
component. 
The reaction temperature for absorbing oxygen or 

nitrogen generally ranges from 400° to 800° C., al 

4 
where it is concentrated. The gas concentrated in this 
manner contains a major proportion of air (N2, 02) and 
radioactive gases such as Kr, Xe of the amount about 
l/ 10th of the amount of air. It is next sent by a pump 25 
to a secondary condenser 26 containing one or‘ more 
reactive metals selected from the group consisting or 
Zr, Ti, Zr alloys, Ti alloys, and Zr—Ti alloys. In this 
example, the reaction system is maintained at normal or 
atmospheric pressure and at a temperature between 

10 400° and 800° C. The waste gas from which oxygen and 
a certain amount of nitrogen have been removed is 
recovered into tank 27. 
The following table shows the result of treating of 

waste gas exhausted from a nuclear power plant and 
concentrated by the primary condenser, under condi 
tions shown in the table. 

Table 
reaction reaction reaction amount of as treated Nl 

shape and temp pressure time before after 
metal amount (Kg) (° C) (atm) (hr.) reaction reaction 

Sphere having N2 240 239 
a radius of 

Zr 0.1 cm 700 l 10 O2 60 — 
6.3 Kr 30 30 

Xe 24 24 
Sphere having N2 240 220 
a radius of O2 60 — 

Ti 0.1 cm 700 l 10 
9.2 Kr 30 3O 

Xe 24 24 

though it differs in dependence on the type of the reac- 30 
tive metal used. Use of a temperature in this range is not We claim: 
only economical, but it also assures a satisfactory reac 
tion of the reactive metal with oxygen and nitrogen. 
Although it may differ depending upon the reaction 

temperature and the type of the reactive metal used the 
reaction pressure is generally equal to atmospheric pres 
sure but it may be slightly higher or lower than it for 
economically carrying out the reaction. Thus, in this 
invention, the reaction pressure is not a critical factor. 

Generally, the reaction time ranges from 1 to 50 
hours although it may differ depending upon the reac 
tion temperature and the type of the reaction metal 
used. With a reaction time of less than 1 hour, it is im 
possible to sufficiently ?x oxygen or nitrogen. Too long 
a time is not economical because it takes a long time to 
recover the radioactive rare gases. 
The reaction between oxygen or nitrogen and one or 

more reactive metals selected from the group consisting 
of zirconium, titanium, zirconium alloys, titanium alloys 
and zirconium-titanium alloys is effected under mild 
conditions as above described so that this method is 
extremely safe as compared to the prior art activated 
carbon adsorption method and Hz-Oz recombiner 
method. 
When the activity of the reactive metal against oxy 

gen and nitrogen decreases substantially, in other 
words, when the surface of the reactive metal is entirely 
or substantially covered by ZrO2 or TiOZ, the reactive 
metal is discarded. 
One example of the arrangement of the apparatus 

utilized to carry out the method of this invention will 
now be described with reference to FIG. 2. 
Waste gas from a nuclear power plant is treated by a 

pretreating system 21 to remove carbon dioxide and 
water. The gas is then cooled in a heat exchanger 22. 
After cooling, the gas is sent to a primary condenser 24 
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1. A process for concentrating and recovering a radi 
oactive rare gas from a waste gas comprising the steps 
Of: 

introducing a waste gas containing said radioactive 
rare gas and a mixture of oxygen and nitrogen into 
a primary condenser wherein said waste gas 
contacts a low temperature adsorption agent, and 
wherein said waste gas is concentrated, said con 
centrated waste gas containing a major proportion 
of said mixture and a minor proportion of said 
radioactive rare gas at a ratio of about 10:1 to 6:1, 
and 

treating said concentrated Waste gas with one or 
more of the reactive metals selected from the group 
consisting of titanium, zirconium, and alloys 
thereof. 

2. The process according to claim 1 wherein said 
reactive metal takes the form of a sphere, granule, pow 
der, wire net, ?ber, foil or sheet. 

3. The process according to claim 1 wherein said 
reactive metal has a surface area of at least 10 cm2 per 
one ml of the oxygen. 

4. The process according to claim 1 wherein said 
treatment is effected under atmospheric pressure. 

5. The process according to claim 1 wherein said 
treatment is effected at a temperature of 400° to 800° C. 

6. The process according to claim 1 wherein said 
mixture contains nitrogen and oxygen at a ratio of about 
4:1. 

7. The process according to claim 1 wherein said 
zirconium alloys contain 16% by weight of aluminum. 

8. The process according to claim 1 wherein said 
reactive metal is selected from‘ the group consisting of 
zirconium and alloys thereof. 
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