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sections by pairs; the outer sleeve has a length which 
corresponds to the length of the axial guideway sections 
in the retainer, the retainer being made of synthetic 
material and projecting with the semicircular de?ecting 
way sections beyond the outer sleeve; and end rings 
mounted on projecting sections of the retainer for cov 
ering the de?ecting zone. 

13 Claims, 13 Drawing Figures 
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BALL BEARING ASSEMBLY WITH PLURALITY 
OF BALL GUIDEWAYS 

The present invention relates to bearings, and partic 
ularly to linear motion ball bearings. , 
A conventional linear motion ball bearing comprises 

an outer sleeve with raceways having axial bores and a 
retainer with several ball guideways. These ball guide 
ways are distributed over the periphery of the retainer 
and comprise axial guideways with semicircular de 
?ecting ways connecting these guideways by pairs, and 
endless ball races located in these ball guideways. 
With known designs of this type, the retainer has a 

width which, as a rule, is equal to or less than the width 
of the outer sleeve. Frequently, the end sections of the 
outer sleeve hold end rings which serve both to axially 
fix the retainer and as carriers for a gasket. 
There is also known in the art a ball guideway com 

prising a sleeve with axial guideways for the balls of the 
loaded and nonloaded zone. At the face side, there are 
end rings in which the de?ecting ways for the balls are 
located. The various sections of this ball guideway are 
connected via a slide-over sheet metal sleeve which is 
?anged at the ends (German Utility Pat. No. 7,018,259). 
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In other prior art, it is known to provide a series of 25 
ball guideways where the raceways for the bearing balls 
and for the returning balls are worked into a sleeve, 
with end rings of sheet metal or solid material fastened 
to the ends of the sleeve. These end rings contain the 
de?ecting ways for the balls (US Pat. Nos. 2,559,292 
and 3,552,806). 
With these known designs, the raceways for the bear 

ing balls are contained in the bore of the sleeve, and the 
return raceways have the form of slots or channels in 
the jacket, or as completely enclosed axial bores in this 
sleeve. Such designs are very dif?cult to manufacture. 
In addition, the raceways for the balls are interrupted at 
the transition to the de?ecting zones. Since these end 
rings are fastened to the face sides of the sleeves, it is 
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possible, due to manufacturing tolerances, that a shift of 40 
the raceways in the peripheral direction may occur. 
This interferes with the perfect running of the balls in 
the de?ecting ways. Due to this shifting of the end 
rings, the balls may enter the load zone at a point which 
is not precisely at the lowest raceway point. This leads 
to heavy wear at the entry to the bearing (load-carry 
ing) zone. 
A design is also known where a sheet metal retainer 

with endless ball guideways is located in the bore of the 
outer sleeve. In the area of the de?ecting zone, the bore 
of the outer sleeve mounts separate end caps which 
have a curved raceway for the balls (US. Pat. No. 
3,318,109). With these known designs, the balls in the 
de?ecting zone make metal contact with the retainer 
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and with the end caps. This has the disadvantages of 55 
noise and wear occurring as a result of a ball accumula 
tion (stagnation) effect which is unavoidable in the de 
?ecting zone. Also, because of the restricted cross-sec 
tional height of the end caps, only small diameter balls 
can be used and thus the load hearing or loading capac 
ity of this known design is thereby limited. 

It is thus the prime object of the present invention to 
provide a ball bearing whose parts can be manufactured 
more easily and more economically and which can be 
assembled with greater ease, is less subject to wear, 
particularly in the de?ecting zones, operates with little 
noise and is more resilient at the ends to shaft de?ec 
trons. 
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The foregoing object of the present invention is 

achieved by providing the outer sleeve, whose bore 
holds axial raceways and return ways for the balls, with 
a length which corresponds to the length of the axial 
guideway sections in the retainer. The retainer is made 
of synthetic material and projecting with said semicir 
cular de?ecting way sections beyond the outer sleeve. 
End rings, made for example, from synthetic material, 
are placed on the projecting sections of the retainer for 
covering the de?ecting zones against the outside. 
As a result of these measures in accordance with the 

present invention, the outer sleeve can be easily manu 
factured. For example, an extruded pipe with a pro?led 
inside crosssection can be employed. The raceways for 
the balls of the loaded zone and of the return zone are 
straight. The length of the outer sleeve does not extend 
over the entire length of the ball bearing, so that, on the 
one hand, material is being saved, and on the other 
hand, the angular mobility during shaft de?ection is 
improved. By using a retainer of synthetic material 
which contains the de?ecting ways for the balls and by 
covering these de?ecting ways by the end rings which 
also are made of synthetic material, no metallic contact 
of the balls takes place in the de?eting zones. Hence, the 
ball bearing in accordance with the present invention 
operates at a low noise level. Since the entire closed ball. 
raceway is worked into the retainer, there is no shifting 
of the individual raceway portions and, as a result, the 
running of the balls is undisturbed and the wear is small. 
Because the end rings are made of synthetic material, 
the entire ball bearing is more ?exible at the ends, and 
thus it can adapt better to shaft de?ections. 

In accordance with other irnprovments of the present 
invention, the end rings may be made of one piece or of 
several segments and may be provided on the jacket 
with a groove for holding a snap ring for axially ?xing 
the ball bearing. 
The individual sections can be combined into one 

unit, and installed by welding or peening between re 
tainer and end rings. Of course, it is also possible to 
provide radial projections at the end rings which are 
directed inwards and are snapped into associate recesses 
in the jacket surface of the retainer. Another type of 
fastening involves fastening the end rings through 
grooves or the like on the jacket of the outer sleeve, 
with projecting lugs of the end rings snapping into these 
grooves. 

Finally, it is possible to provide the end rings with 
axially projecting prominences which engage axial 
grooves, pleats, or the like in the outer sleeve. In a 
preferred embodiment, these axial grooves may be ra 
dial slots, with these slots separating the raceways from 
the remaining material of the outer sleeve, so that the 
raceways in this region can give elastically, thereby 
improving the entry and exit of the balls into the loaded 
zone. 

Further improvements of the present invention will 
be described in detail by means of the following more 
detailed description and appended drawings, wherein: 
FIG. 1 shows a lengthwise section through the ball 

bearing in accordance with the present invention; 
FIG. 2 shows a section taken along line A—A of 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 shows a section taken along line B-B of FIG. 

1; 
FIG. 4 shows a cross-section of the bearing according 

to second embodiment of the present invention; 
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FIG. 5 shows a lengthwise section of the bearing of 
FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 shows a top view of the ball bearing of FIG. 

4; 
FIG. 7 shows a cross-section of a third embodiment 

of a ball bearing in accordance with the present inven 
tion; 
FIG. 8 shows the lengthwise section of a ball bearing 

of FIG. 7; 
FIG. 9 shows a top view of the ball bearing of FIG. 

7; 
FIG. 10 shows a partial lengthwise section through a 

ball bearing in accordance with still another embodi 
ment of the present invention with a different type of 
mounting for the end rings; 
FIG. 11 shows a special gasket for use in the ball 

bearing in accordance with a further embodiment of the 
present invention. ; 
FIG. 12 is a plan view, on a reduced scale, of a bear 

ing in accordance with FIG. 1, showing the snap rings; 
and 
FIG. 13 illustrates, on a reduced scale, the end view 

of a modi?cation of an end ring in accordance with the 
invention, wherein the end ring is formed of a plurality 
of segments, such as segments 11d, 11b and 11c. 
The ball bearing of FIGS. 1 through 3 and 12 com 

prises an outer sleeve 1, whose bore contains the race 
ways 2 for the balls 3 of the loaded zone and the return 
raceways 4 for the balls 5 of the return one. A retainer 
6, preferably made of synthetic material includes axial 
guideways 7 and 8 and semicircular de?ecting ways 9, 
connecting the guideways at their ends, for the balls 3 
and 5 arranged in an endless row. The end rings 11 or 12 
are slid over portions 10 of the retainer, and project 
beyond the outer sleeve 1. The outer sleeve 1 has a 
length which corresponds to the length of the straight 
guideway sections 7 or 8 in retainer 6. The portions of 
retainer 6 which project beyond the outer sleeve I 
carry, as noted above, the semicircular de?ecting por 
tions or turn-around zones 9 for the balls and a center 
ing surface 13 for the end rings 11 or 12 placed .over 
these projecting portions 10 of the retainer. For fasten 
ing the end rings on the projecting portions of the re 
tainer, the face side of the retainer is peened as shown at 
14. The end rings 11 or 12 have recesses 15 in the area 
of the de?ecting zones in order to ensure perfect de?ec 
tion of the balls. The groove 16 in the end ring is used 
for holding a snap ring 11a, 12a for axially ?xing the ball 
bearing in a housing. In the portion of each end ring 11 
or 12, projecting beyond retainer 6, a gasket 17 is 
snapped in or inserted. The sealing lip 18. of the gasket 
17 rides on the cylindrical surface of shaft 19. 

In the embodiment of FIGS. 4 through 6, the outer 
sleeve 1 is made from a sheet metal tube. By impressing 
axial creases 20, the raceways 2, projecting inwards, for 
the balls 3 of the loaded zone are created. The end rings 
11 and 12 are provided with axially directed projections 
21 distributed over the periphery which engage the 
creases 20 of the outer sleeve 1. For fastening individual 
parts, the end rings 11 or 12 are provided with radial 
projections 22 in the bore which engage associated 
recesses 23 on retainer 6 and are held by material pro 
jections formed on the retainer. 

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 7 through 9, the 
outer sleeve 1 is a pipe section with pro?led bore. In the 
area of the end zones, it has axial slots 24 which engage 
the axial projections 21 of end rings 11 or 12, respec 
tively. Through these axial slots 24, the raceways 2 in 
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4 
this region are separated from the remaining outer 
sleeve, and hence can give elastically, thus improving 
the entry and exit for the balls into or from the bearing 
zone. 

FIG. 10 shows an embodiment where the end ring 11 
(12) is provided with an axial extension 25 which has 
one or several radially projecting lugs 26 which engage 
an annular groove 27 of outer sleeve 1. 
FIG. 11 shows an end ring 11 in whose bore 28 a 

gasket 17 with a reinforcement 29 is installed. To axially 
hold the gasket 17 from moving outwards, a snap ring 
31 is installed in an annular groove 30 in the bore 28 of 
end ring 11. 
FIG. 13 illustrates, on a reduced scale, the end view 

of a modi?cation of an end ring in accordance with the 
invention, wherein the end ring is formed of a plurality 
of segments, such as segments 11a, 11b and 11c. 
The present invention is not restricted to the embodi 

ments shown. Other variations and modi?cations not 
shown will be apparent to those skilled in the art as 
within the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a ball bearing for linear motion having an outer 

sleeve with a bore, a retainer within said bore, said 
retainer and bore de?ning a plurality of endless race 
ways each having a pair of straight central portions 
joined at their ends by semicircular de?ecting portions, 
the radially outer running surfaces of said raceways 
being de?ned by said bore, whereby the straight central 
portions of each said pair are circumferentially dis 
placed in said ball bearing with respect to one another, 
and balls ?lling each of said endless raceways; the im 
provement wherein said sleeve has an axial length coex 
tensive substantial only with said straight central por 
tions of said raceways, said retainer extending axially 
beyond each end of said sleeve and having semicircular 
grooves in its radially outer surface for de?ning the 
radially inner running surfaces of said semicircular de 
?ecting portions, and further comprising end rings at 
each end of said sleeve and affixed to the ends of said 
retainer which extend axially beyond said sleeve, said 
end rings radially outwardly covering said semicircular 
de?ecting portions of said raceways. . 

2. The ball bearing as de?ned in claim 1, wherein 
each said end ring is made of one piece. 

3. The ball bearing as de?ned in claim 1, wherein said 
end rings are provided with a groove for holding a snap 
ring. 

4. The ball bearing as de?ned in claim 1, wherein said 
end rings are connected to said retainer by welding or 
peening. 

5. The ball hearing as de?ned in claim 1, wherein said 
end rings are each provided with radial projections and 
said radially outer surfaces of said retainer are provided 
with corresponding recesses which engage said projec 
tions. 

6. The ball bearing as de?ned in claim 1, wherein said 
ends of said sleeve have annular grooves and each end 
ring is provided with an annular axial extension which 
has radially inward lugs which engage one of said annu 
lar grooves. 

7. The ball bearing as de?ned in claim 1, wherein for 
protection against twisting or turning, said end rings are 
provided with a plurality of projections extending axi 
ally therefrom and said sleeve has mating end surfaces 
engaging said projections. 



4,123,121 
5 

8. The ball bearing as de?ned in claim 7, wherein said 
axial means comprise axial grooves formed as radially 
continuous slots. 

9. The ball bearing as de?ned in claim 1, comprising 
gaskets installed in said end rings. 

10. The ball bearing as de?ned in claim 1, wherein 
each said end ring is made of several segments. 

11. The ball bearing of claim 1 wherein said retainer 
is of a synthetic material. 

12. The ball bearing of claim 1 wherein said retainer 
has axially extending grooves in the radially outer sur 
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6 
face corresponding to one straight central portion of 
each pair of central portions, for de?ning a raceway for 
balls not under load disposed in the respective raceway, 
and axially extending slots aligned with the other 
straight central portion of each pair of straight central 
portions for de?ning raceway portions for balls under 
load. 

13. The ball bearing of claim 12 comprising means for 
holding said rings against circumferential displacement 
with respect to said sleeve. 
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