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NET HOLDING STANCHION ASSEMBLY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to stanchion assemblies, and 

more particularly, to a stanchion assembly for holding a 
net at variable heights. 

2. Prior Art 
Many net holding stanchion assemblies are available 

for a variety of uses. Most, however, are designed for 
speci?c applications, such as solely for tennis, badmin~ 
ton or volleyball, and some are designed to provide a 
variable height so that the net may be moved up or 
down to accommodate heights of players or the regula— 
tion height of a net for playing a speci?c game. 
Such prior art devices also possess a variety of means 

for supporting the stanchions in or on the ground to 
prevent the stanchions from being overturned when a 
ball or person strikes the net supported by a pair of these 
stanchions. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is a simple and economic net 
holding stanchion assembly which provides a plurality 
of fastening levels for a net so that a variety of games 
can be played using a single pair of these stanchions 
with fastening members secured thereto at predeter 
mined heights which correspond to the heights neces 
sary for positioning a net for play in the games of tennis, 
badminton and volleyball. 
These advantages are accomplished by the present 

invention by providing a net holding stanchion assem 
bly having a vertical support member with a plurality of 
net fastening members secured thereto at predetermined 
heights; and a base member having a pair of spaced 
apart parallel ground engaging support members dis 
posed parallel to the direction of the net when con 
nected to the stanchion assembly, a pair of spaced apart 
parallel cross members ?xedly secured at each end 
thereof to the central portions of the ground engaging 
support members, the vertical support member being 
releasably secured in the upright position between the 
cross members in their central portions; and a T-shaped 
spike engagable with the upper surfaces of the cross 
members and extendable into the ground so as to anchor 
the stanchion assembly to the ground during use. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side view of the net holding stanchion 
assembly of the present invention, showing how it is 
secured to the ground by a T-shaped spike member; 
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FIG. 2 is a front view of the stanchion assembly of 55 
the present invention illustrating the variable position 
ing of a net on the plurality of fastening members; 
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional plan view along line 3-3 

of the stanchion assembly of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 4 is an expanded partial pictorial view of the 

vertical support member and cross members of the in 
vention illustrated in FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The net holding stanchion assembly of the present 
invention is composed mainly of a vertical net support 
member 10 and a base support member 12. The vertical 
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support member has a plurality of net fastening mem 
bers 14 preferably in the form of eyelets to which the 
string or rope connected to the net may be fastened. 
The vertical support members are preferably made of 
wood, however, they may be of any suitable material 
such as aluminum or steel. 
The base member 12 consists of a pair of spaced apart 

parallel ground engaging support members 16 which 
are disposed parallel to the direction of the net when it 
is supported between a pair of the stanchion assemblies. 
The ground engaging support members are to be spaced 
suf?ciently apart to provide a substantial degree of 
stability to the stanchion assembly when a pair of them 
are supporting a net. 

Secured to the ground engaging support members are 
a pair of spaced apart parallel cross members 18 ?xedly 
secured at each end thereof to the central portions of 
the ground engaging support members 1.6. The ground 
engaging support members and the cross members are 
also preferably made of wood and can thus be fastened 
together by screws or nails. 
The spike 20 is in the form of a T-shaped member so 

that it may be driven into the ground adjacent the verti 
cal support member with the upper portion 22 of the T 
extending over the upper surfaces of the cross members 
so as to hold the stanchion ?rmly on the ground. 

Referring to FIG. 4, the lower end portion 24 of the 
vertical support member 10 has hole 26 which corre 
sponds to hole 28 drilled in the cross members. In addi 
tion, a pair of metal members 30 are provided which are 
secured to the cross members 18 by screws 32. Each of 
the members has an upper portion 34 which extend up 
opposite sides of the vertical support member and are 
securable thereto by removable means such as screws 
36 to provide support for the vertical support member. 
Long bolt 38 is inserted through the cross members 
through holes 28 and vertical support member through 
hole 26 to secure the assembly together. During stor 
age, however, the bolt 38 and screws 36 may be re 
moved so that the base member 12 can be removed from 
the vertical support member. 
Where the stanchion assembly of the present inven 

tion will be utilized on hard surfaces, the base members 
provide substantial support, but additional support may 
be provided by the use of sand bags or cinder blocks or 
the like laid across the ground engaging members in lieu 
of the spike 20. 

Referring again to the eyelets 14, a ?rst of these is 
preferably secured to the lower portion 24 of the verti 
cal support member adjacent the upper surfaces of the 
cross members 18, a second is preferably positioned at 
least about 3 feet 6 inches above the ground engaging 
support members 18, a third is preferably positioned at 
least about 5 feet above the ground engaging support 
members 18, and a fourth is preferably positioned at 
least about 6 feet 6 inches above the ground engaging 
support member. The actual positioning of the eyelets 
14 being such that a net can be strung at the appropriate 
height for playing tennis, badminton and volleyball, 
respectively, with the lower rope or string of the net 
being tied to the ?rst eyelet and the upper rope or string 
of the net being tied to either the second, third or fourth 
eyelet, depending on what game is to be played. 
A preferred embodiment of the net 40 is shown in 

FIG. 2 and is preferably of conventional construction 
but has a height of 2 feet 6 inches and a width of 20 feet 
to accommodate the playing of the three games men 
tioned. 



4,093,224 
3 

Although the foregoing is a description of the pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention, it will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art that variations are 
possible. All such variations as would be obvious to 
those skilled in this art are intended to be included 
within the scope of this invention as de?ned by the 
following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A net holding stanchion assembly comprising: a 

vertical support member having a plurality of net fas 
tening members secured thereto at predetermined 
heights; 

a base member having a pair of spaced apart parallel 
ground engaging support members disposed paral 
lel to the direction of a net when connected to the 
stanchion assembly, a pair of spaced apart parallel 
cross members ?xedly secured at each end thereof 
to the central portions of the ground engaging 
support members, the vertical support member 
being releasably secured in the upright position 

5 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
between the cross members in their central por 
tions; 

T-shaped spike means engagable with the upper sur 
faces of the cross members and extendable into the 
ground between the cross members so as to anchor 
the stanchion assembly to the ground during use. 

2. A net holding stanchion assembly as de?ned in 
claim 1 wherein a ?rst of the net fastening members is 
secured to the lower portion of the vertical support 
member adjacent the upper surfaces of the cross mem 
bers, a second of the net fastening members is secured to 
the vertical support member at least about 3 feet 6 
inches above the ground engaging support members, a 
third of the net fastening members is secured to the 
vertical support member at least about 5 feet above the 
ground engaging support members and a fourth of the 
net fastening members is secured to the vertical support 
member at least about 6 feet 6 inches above the ground 
engaging support members. 

3. A pair of net holding stanchion assemblies as de 
?ned in claim 1 and supporting a net from at least two 
of the net fastening members. 
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