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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, J ACOB H. BLEY, of New 

York, in the county and State of New York, 
have invented a new and Improved Clasp, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description. 
The invention relates to clasps of that kind 

commonly used on suspenders, supporters, 
neekties, &c. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

new and improved clasp which is very simple 
and durable in construction, and can be easily 
opened and closed and securely locked in po 
sition. 
The invention consists of two arms loosely 

connected with each other, and of a slide ?t~ 
ting over the said two arms and serving to 
open and close the latter and to lock the same 
in place. 
The invention also consists of certain parts 

and details and combinations of the same, as 
will be fully described hereinafter, and then 
pointed out in the claims. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawings, forming a part of this speci?cation, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the ?gures. 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of the improve 

ment. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same, 
in a closed position, with the slide in section. 
Fig. 3 is a sectional side elevation of the same 
in an open position. Fig. i is a sectional plan 
View of the same 011 the line a‘ x of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 5 is a side elevation of a modi?ed form 
of the improvement, and Fig. 6 is a like view 
of another modi?cation with the slide in sec 
tion. 
The improved clasp A consists of three 

principal parts—namely, the arms B and C 
and a slide D ?tted over the said two arms 
B and C. 
The arm B is preferably straight, and is 

provided at one end with inwardly~bent teeth 
E, and at the other end of the said arm are 
formed ?anges F, bent over the tape G sup 
porting the clasp. 
The arm 0 is provided at one end with in 

wardly- extending teeth 11, ?tting into the 
teeth E of the arm 13. The opposite end of 
the said arm 0 is formed into an outwardly 
extending incline I, adapted to close over the 

upper end of the arm 13. On the arm C are 
formed the inwardlynextondin g ?anges J, fast 
ened to the extreme lower end of the tape G 
next to the ?anges F. In the middle of the 
incline I, near its outer end, is formed a stop 
K, and a similar stop K’is formed on the end 
of the arm O, near the teeth II. A like stop 
K2 is formed near the teeth E 011 the arm B. 
The slide D is formed in the shape of an 
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elongated ring, as is plainly shown in Fin‘. 4, ‘ 
and is provided at each end with a slight exe 
tension D’, of which the operator takes hold 
to move the slide upward or downward on the 
arms B and 0. 
Instead of connecting the arms 13 and C with 

each other at the end of the tape G, as illus 
trated in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, I may also hinge 
the arms B and O, as illustrated in Fig. 5. The 
hinge N is located at the inner end of the in 
cline I and below the ?anges F of the arm B. 
The arms B and C may also be connected ,with 
each other by a spring 0, (illustrated in Fig. 
6,) said spring being secured by one end to 
the inside of the arm 13, near the ?ange F, and 
by its other end to the inside of the arm 0, 
near the teeth II. 
The operation is as follows: 
lVhen the slide D is in its lowermost posi 

tion, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the arms B 
and C are closed, and may engage with their 
teeth E and II the article to be grasped. The 
arms I5 and C are now in a closed position, 
and the slide D prevents their opening by ?t’ 
ting closely over the said arms. The slide D 
is prevented from sliding off of the arms by 
the stops K’ and K2. Now, when the operator 
desires to open the clasp, he moves the slide 
I) upward, so that it passes over the incline 
I, which is thus moved toward the ?anges F 
of the arm B, and consequently the lower 
part of the arm swings outward, thereby re~ 
leasing the article grasped between the teeth 
E and ll. The upward movement of the slide 
D is limited by the stop K. It will be seen 
that as the two arnis are loosely connected 
with each other the‘conjunction of the incline 
I with the arm C forms the pivot-point when 
the slide D is moved upward or downward. 
IV hen the slide 1) is moved downward, the 
outwardly~extendin g arm 0 is moved inward 
toward the arm B by the said slide D, and the 
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incline I again assumes its outermost position, 
as before described, and shownin Figs. 1 and 
2. As the slide D ?ts snugly over the arms 
B and C, it remains in any position to which 
it is moved on the said arms by the operator, 
thereby locking the arms in either an open or 
a closed position. 
Having thus fully described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent— \ - 

1. In a clasp, the combination, with a tape, 
of two arms secured on the said tapefof which 
one is provided with an incline, and a slide 

?tted over the said arms to open and close the 
same, substantially as shown and described. 
‘ 2. In a clasp, the combination, with a tape, 
of two arms secured on the said tape, of which 
one is provided with an incline, a slide ?tted 
over the said arms to open and close the same, 
and stops formed on the said arms to limit 
the sliding motion of the said slide, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

’ JACOB H. BLEY. 

Witnesses: 
THEO. G. HOS‘I‘ER, 
O, SED’eWIcK, 
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