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BURGEES 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to burgees, particularly for 
boats and yachts. 
Burgees generally comprise a frame, often of wire, 

arranged to carry a ?ag and to be carried on a staff 
which can be secured to the top of a mast of a marine 
vessel to indicate the direction of the prevailing wind. 
The frame is rotatable on the staff so that the flag as 
sumes positions about the mast dictated by the wind 
direction. The speed and accuracy with which the wind 
direction is indicated primarily depends upon the fric 
tion between the frame supporting the flag and the staff 
upon which the frame is mounted. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

Burgee frames of known construction and to which 
the flag is sewn have been formed from wire with the 
weight of the flag and frame being taken on a collar or 
washer located at the top of the staff, the lower part of 
the wire frame being looped around the staff to form a 
bearing for the frame. However, this known arrange 
ment generates considerable friction between the staff 
and the frame and is not sensitive to light winds. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In the case of sailing vessels, particularly when a 
vessel is being sailed in racing events, it is important that 
the frame rotates easily on the staff with a minimum of 
friction so that the ?ag responds quickly to the lightest 
wind, and the yachtsman can then use this to the maxi 
mum advantage. 

It is the primary object of the present invention to 
provide a burgee where the friction between the frame 
and the staff is reduced to a minimum. 

In accordance with the present invention there is 
provided a burgee comprising a frame on which a flag 
or flag assembly is arranged to be supported, the frame 
incorporating means permitting the frame to be 
mounted on a staff for rotational movement about the 
axis of the staff, and pivot bearing means effective be 
tween a part of or connected to said frame and a part of 
or connected to the upper end of the staff. 
The use of a pivot bearing between the frame and the 

staff greatly reduces the friction and increases the sensi 
tivity of the burgee. 

In one embodiment, the pivot bearing means com 
prises a pointed element forming part of or secured to 
the staff and arranged to bear against a flat or arcuate 
surface provided by the frame. 
Various types of frames may be used, as will be appar 

ent hereinafter. The frame may be formed from a single 
continuous length of wire, appropriately bent to shape, 
or from strip material. In the case of strip material it 
may be apertured to provide for the retention therein of 
the staff. 

Preferably, the frame mounted on the staff co-acts 
with the staff at two vertically spaced places, apart from 
the pivot bearing, to provide support and guidance for 
the frame. The frame may be formed with a loop on the 
side of the staff opposite the flag as a counterbalance to 
the weight of the flag. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A number of different forms of a burgee in accor 
dance with the invention will now be described by way 
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2 
of example and with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which 
FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of part of a first 

embodiment of a burgee according to the invention; 
FIG. 2 shows an alternative pivot mounting of the 

burgee frame on the staff; and, 
FIG. 3 shows yet another and simpli?ed embodiment 

of a burgee according to the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring ?rst to FIG. 1, a frame 1 is formed with a 
bent piece of wire and includes a loop 2 which loosely 
encircles a vertical staff 3 at the lower edge of the frame 
and thereby forms a guide for the frame. The loop may 
be bent from the wire or be a separate loop or eye se 
cured to the wire. A steel strip 4 bent into a U-shaped 
con?guration has one arm of the U secured to the top 
edge of the frame 1 adjacent to the top of the staff 3, the 
underside of this one arm serving as a pivot bearing 
surface. A sharp-pointed conical member 5 is secured to 
the top of the staff 3 and has a narrow shank portion 
which passes through a hole in the other arm of the 
U-shaped strip 4 so that lateral support for the strip 4 
and the frame is provided by the hole in said other arm 
and the apex of the conical member 5 in use abuts the 
flat underside of said one arm to form a pivot for the 
frame. A shoulder 6 on the member 5 and between the 
two arms prevents the frame 1 from being lifted off the 
staff 3. A loop portion 7 of the frame 1 of a desired size 
substantially balances the weight of a flag 8 secured to 
vertical and horizontal supporting portions 9, l0 respec 
tively of the frame so that the downward force exerted 
on the member 5 by the total weight of the frame and 
flag is directed vertically downwards along the axis of 
the staff 3. The flag 8, if of fabric material, can be 
stitched to the wire portions 9 and 10, or alternatively 
the ?ag can be stuck by suitable adhesive means to the 
frame. 
As illustrated, the upper arm of the U-shaped strip 4 is 

secured to the frame wire, such as by brazing or weld 
ing for example, and the vertical ?ag support portion 9 
passes up through the free ends of the strip arms and is 
?xedly secured thereto. 
FIG. 2 shows an alternative way in which the frame 

1 can be secured to the U-shaped steel strip 4 and pro 
vide a pivot bearing for the frame on the staff. Here, a 
circlip 11 located in a circumferential groove (not 
shown) around a shank portion 12 of a sharp-pointed 
conical member 13 and having an outside diameter 
greater than the diameter of a hole 14in the lower am 
15 of the U strip 4 prevents the frame 1 from being lifted 
off the staff 3. The hole 14 in the arm 15 is preferably 
sized so that it performs the function of a guide for the 
strip 4, and hence the frame, relative to the staff. 
The end of the portion 9 of the wire frame passes 

upwardly through holes 16, 17 located in the lower and 
upper arms 15, 18 respectively of the U strip 4 and is 
bent into a loop 19 to pass downwardly and back 
through a hole 20in the upper arm 18, and extreme end 
of the wire being bent to retain the wire in position with 
respect to the U strip. The upper edge portion 7 of the 
frame is here secured to the U-shaped strip 4 by passing 
upwardly through a hole 21 in the upper arm 18 and 
being bent to extend along the top surface of the upper 
arm 18 and to pass through the loop 19 in a ?attened 
U-shape con?guration, viewed in plan, so that the wire 
frame is securely held relative to the U strip 4 and is 
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maintained in a desired shape. Balance between the ?ag 
on one side and the loop portion 7 of the frame on the 
other side of the pivot can be obtained, as in the ?rst 
embodiment, by cutting off portions of wire from the 
end of the upper ?ag support element 10 or, in the case 
that the wire element 10 extends out beyond the flag, as 
is usually the case, by bending the outermost portion of 
the element 10 up or down. 
Although the strip 4 is preferably made of steel, pref 

erably stainless steel, it may be made of a plastics mate 
rial or any other suitable material. It will be appreciated 
that such a material for the strip 4 should preferably be 
one which does not rust. In fact, it is preferable that the 
whole of the burgee, i.e. frame and staff and associated 
parts, should be made from non-corroding material in 
view of the conditions under which the burgee is used. 
FIG. 3 shows a further embodiment of burgee in 

accordance with the invention. Here the frame 201 is 
made from strip material and a single length of strip 
material serves both to support the flag 208 and to pro 
vide the bearing frame. The strip material is appropri 
ately bent to form an upper limb 210 the underside of 
which forms the bearing surface for the pivot point of 
the staff 212. The strip is bent twice through approxi 
mately 180° to form an intermediate horizontal limb 
which is provided with a hole for the staff 212, and to 
provide a lower horizontal limb which likewise has a 
hole therethrough for the staff. In this embodiment, 
instead of the frame forming a loop on the side opposite 
to the flag, the strip material merely extends out from 
the staff and can be cut to length or bent upwards for 
balancing purposes. The flag 208 is appropriately se 
cured to the upper horizontal limb and to the vertical 
limb of the frame 201. 

Alternative forms of pivot between the frame and the 
staff may be used. For example, one surface may be 
partspherical and the other surface arcuate, preferably 
concavely arcuate with respect to said one surface. 
Alternatively, the strip 4 or an equivalent element could 
bear the point pivot element and the upper end of the 
staff de?ne a ?at bearing surface therefor. However, it 
will be appreciated that different forms of pivot may be 
employed. 

I claim: 
1. A burgee comprising a ?ag, frame means on which 

the flag is carried, a staff on which the frame means is 
supported for rotational movement about the axis of the 
staff, and pivot bearing means effective between said 
frame means and the upper end of the staff, said frame 
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4 
means comprising a length of wire extending to one side 
of the staff for securement of the flag thereto and ex 
tending on the opposite side of the staff to provide a 
balance weight, the length of said frame means being 
variable so as to vary the balance of said burgee. 

2. A burgee comprising a flag, frame means on which 
the flag is carried, a staff on which the frame means is 
supported for rotational movement about the axis of the 
staff, and pivot bearing means effective between said 
frame means and the upper end of the staff, said frame 
means co-acts with the staff at two spaced positions 
along the length of the staff in addition to the pivot 
bearing means, to provide support and guidance for said 
frame means, said frame means comprising a length of 
strip material apertured in two places with the staff 
extending therethrough. 

3. A burgee as claimed in claim 2, in which said frame 
means comprises a first substantially horizontal strip 
portion having an aperture adjacent to one end thereof 
through which the staff upwardly extends, a second 
portion extending upwardly at 90° to said ?rst portion 
and parallel to the staff, a third portion at 90° to said 
second portion and apertured to receive the staff there 
through, and a fourth portion formed by bending the 
third portion through substantially 180° to form a hori 
zontal strip portion against which the upper end of the 
staff bears, the flag being mounted on said second and 
fourth strip portions. 

4. A burgee comprising a flag, frame means on which 
the flag is carried, a staff on which the frame means is 
supported for rotational movement about the axis of the 
staff, and pivot bearing means effective between said 
frame means and the upper end of the staff, said frame 
means comprising a length of wire bent into a C-shaped 
form with adjacent to its lower end a loop encircling the 
staff and adjacent to its upper end a bearing element 
against which the upper end of the staff bears and 
through which the staff extends for support and guid 
ance. 

5. A burgee as claimed in claim 4, in which said bear 
ing element is a C-shaped strip with its upper arm se 
cured to the wire and de?ning a surface against which 
the upper end of the staff bears, and its lower arm aper 
tured for the staff to extend therethrough, the portion of 
the staff upwardly beyond said lower arm being en 
larged to prevent excessive upward movement of the 
bearing element and frame means. 
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