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[57] ABSTRACT 
Apparatus for displaying a mathematical equation in 
cluding an arithmetic function sign, digits adjacent the 
arithmetic function sign and digits remote from the 
arithmetic function sign provides blanking intervals 

. between succeeding energizations of display portions 
and interpose the energization of a remote digit display 
between the energization of the arithmetic function sign 
display and an adjacent digit display. 

8 Claims, 20 Drawing Figures 
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DISPLAY OF MATHEMATICAL EQUATIONS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

Subject matter herein disclosed is disclosed and 
claimed in the following copending patent applications, 
?led of even date herewith and herewith incorporated 
by reference herein: Ser. No. 557,132, ?led by Eric F. 
Burtis and the subject inventor, and Ser. No. 556,981, 
?led by William R. Hafel, and issued as US. Pat. No. 
3,947,976 on Apr. 6, 1976 to Eric F. Burtis. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The subject invention relates to display devices in 

general and to mathematical equation displays of a gas 
discharge type in particular. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Conventional gas discharge displays either were beset 

by spurious energization or “ghosting”, or required 
special measures or equipment for an avoidance thereof. 

In the case of mathematical equation displays, the 
problem was aggravated by the necessity of having to 
display arithmetic function signs. Because of these and 
similar problems, mathematical equation displays as 
found in arithmetic teaching machines and other equip-' 
ment, were beset by design and utility limitations. In 
consequence, many prior-art apparatus limited them 
selves to the display of only two arithmetic function 
signs, typically a plus sign and a multiplication sign. 
Even then, these signs had to be displayed at different 
places, giving a jumpy character to the display and 
leading to confusion to the pupils. 
A related drawback from this prior-art de?ciency 

manifested itself in a necessity to present subtraction 
and division problems not in a normal manner, but 
rather in their inverse counterparts, thereby further 
adding to the pupil’s confusion or to learning inef? 
ciency. 
This complex of problems was further aggravated by 

the fact that mixed displays of digits and mathematical 
signs necessitated the provision and energization of 
different segment electrode sizes, thereby entailing dis 
play brightness inequalities and rapid aging or display 
device deterioration. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is broadly an object of this invention to overcome 
the above mentioned disadvantages. 

It is a related object of this invention to provide appa 
ratus for displaying a mathematical equation wherein 
spurious energization of ghosting of parts of the display 
is avoided, wherein two or more mathematical signs can 
be displayed in the same general location, and wherein 
inequalities in the display brightness and in the wear and 
aging of certain parts of the display are avoided. 
From a ?rst aspect thereof, the invention resides in 

apparatus for displaying a mathematical equation in 
cluding an arithmetic function sign, digits adjacent said 
arithmetic function sign and digits remote from the 
arithmetic function sign. The invention according to 
this aspect resides, more speci?cally, in the improve 
ment comprising in combination a gas'discharge display 
assembly comprising several display units including 
electrodes presenting a display of said arithmetic func 
tion sign, electrodes presenting displays of said adjacent 
digits, and electrodes presenting display of said remote 
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2 
digits, and an ionizable gas charge, said electrodes pres 
enting displays of said adjacent digits being located 
adjacent said electrodes presenting a display of said 
arithmetic function sign, and said electrodes presenting 
displays of said remote digits being located remotely 
from said electrodes presenting a display of said arith 
metic function sign, and means for energizing selected 
ones of said display units including means connected to 
said display units for sequentially applying electric gas 
discharge initiating trigger pulses to selected electrodes 
of said selected display units, said trigger pulse applying 
means including means for providing a blanking inter 
val between each energization of a display and a suc 
ceeding energization of another display, and said trigger 
pulse applying means including means for interposing 
the energization of a remote digit display between the 
energizations of said arithmetic function sign display 
and any adjacent digit display. 
From another aspect thereof, the subject invention 

resides in apparatus for displaying a mathematical equa 
tion and, more speci?cally, resides in the improvement 
comprising, in combination, means for displaying math 
ematical signs, including a ?rst straight segment elec 
trode for displaying a minus sign, a pair of essentially 
V-shaped second and third segment electrodes having 
apices located adjacent a midportion of said ?rst seg 
ment electrode and being essentially symmetrically 
disposed relative to said ?rst segment electrode for 
displaying a multiplication sign, a pair of fourth and 
?fth segment electrodes extending at an angle to, and 
being essentially symmetrically disposed relative to said 
?rst segment electrode, said fourth segment electrode 
being located essentially midway between the legs, and 
spaced from the apex, of said V-shaped second elec 
trode, and said ?fth segment electrode being located 
essentially midway between the legs, and spaced from 
the apex, of said V-shaped third electrode, a pair of sixth 
and seventh segment electrodes aligned with said fourth 
and ?fth segment electrodes and essentially symmetri 
cally disposed relative to said ?rst segment electrode, 
said sixth segment electrode being located between said 
fourth segment electrode and the apex of said V-shaped 
second electrode, and said seventh segment electrode 
being located between said ?fth segment electrode and 
the apex of said V-shaped third electrode, a further 
electrode spaced from and common to said ?rst, second, 
third, fourth, ?fth, sixth and seventh segment elec 
trodes, and an electrically excitable, optically active 
medium between said common electrode and said seg 
ment electrodes, and means connected to said display 
ing means for selectively energizing said segment and 
common electrodes and optically active medium. In 
accordance with a preferred embodiment of this aspect 
of the invention, the latter energizing means include 
means connected to said common electrode and to said 
segment electrodes for selectively energizing said com 
mon electrode and said ?rst segment electrode for a 
display of a minus sign by said optically active medium, 
for selectively energizing said common electrode and 
said second and third segment electrodes for a display 
of a multiplication sign by said optically active medium, 
for selectively energizing said common electrode and at 
least said ?rst, sixth and seventh segment electrodes for 
a display of a plus sign by said optically active medium, 
and for selectively energizing said common electrode 
and at least said fourth and ?fth segment electrodes for 
a display of a division sign by said optically active me 
dium. 
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From a further aspect thereof, the subject invention 
resides in apparatus for displaying visual impressions 
and, more speci?cally, resides in the improvement com 
prising in combination electrically energizable means 
for displaying visual impressions including a ?rst seg 
ment electrode, a second segment electrode smaller 
than the ?rst segment electrode, an electrically energiz_ 
able optically active medium at the ?rst and second 
segment electrodes, means for supplying to the ?rst 
segment electrode a ?rst electric energizing current, 
and means for supplying to the second segment elec 
trode a second electric energizing current smaller than 
the ?rst current. 
From another aspect thereof, the subject invention 

resides in apparatus for displaying mathematical subject 
matter and, more speci?cally, resides in the improve 
ment comprising, in combination, means for displaying 
mathematical signs, including ?rst straight electrode 
means for displaying a minus sign, second and third 
electrode means arranged in a pair of essentially V 
shaped electrode arrays having apices located adjacent 
the ?rst electrode means and being essentially symmet 
rically disposed relative to the ?rst electrode means for 
displaying at least a multiplication sign, a pair of fourth 
and ?fth electrode means extending at an angle to, and 
being essentially symmetrically disposed relative to the 
?rst segment electrode for displaying at least a plus sign 
in conjunction with the ?rst electrode means, said 
fourth electrode means being located essentially mid 
way between the legs of one of the V-shaped electrode 
arrays, and said ?fth electrode means being located 
essentially midway between the legs of the other of the 
V-shaped electrode arrays, and an electrically excitable, 
optically active medium at the ?rst, second, third, 
fourth and ?fth electrode means, and means connected 
to the displaying means for selectively energizing the 
electrode means and optically active medium. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention and its various aspects as well as the 
setting thereof, will become more readily apparent from 
the following detailed description of preferred embodi 
ments thereof, illustrated by way of example in the 
accompanying drawings, in which like reference nu 
merals designate like or functionally equivalent parts, 
and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an arithmetic teaching 

apparatus which may implement the subject invention; 
FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of a preferred operation of 

the teaching apparatus herein disclosed; 
FIGS. 3 to 7 constitute a micro flow chart of a pre 

ferred embodiment of the subject invention; 
FIGS. 8 to 11 are circuit diagrams of hardware of the 

disclosed teaching apparatus according to a preferred 
embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 12 is a block diagram of a calculator employed 

in the apparatus of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 13 illustrates waveforms of signals occurring in 

the apparatus of FIGS. 9 and 12; 
FIG. 14 is an elevation of a display electrode arrange 

ment in accordance with a preferred embodiment, that 
may be employed at 14 in FIG. 10; 
FIG. 15 illustrates waveforms of display driver sig 

nals in accordance with a preferred embodiment; 
FIG. 16 is a section through a display device shown in 

FIG. 10; 
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4 
FIG. 17 is a block diagram of a display system that 

may be employed in the preferred embodiment of 
FIGS. 9, 10 and 12; 
FIG. 18 is a block diagram of equipment according to 

a preferred embodiment which may be employed in the 
teaching apparatus of the subject invention; 
FIG. 19 shows how the sheets 3 to 7 are to be juxta 

posed; and 
FIG. 20 shows how the sheets 8 to 11 are to be juxta 

posed. 
DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 

The arithmetic teaching apparatus -shown in the 
drawings is akin to the teaching device disclosed in US. 
Pat. No. 3,584,398, by J. C. Meyer et a1, issued June 15, 
1971, and herewith incorporated by reference herein. In 
some respects, the teaching apparatus shown in the 
drawings may be viewed as a further development of, 
and improvement on, the teaching device disclosed in 
the latter incorporated patent. 
The invention herein disclosed is, of course, not de 

pendent on any particular shape or form of teaching 
apparatus, but may be practiced broadly in different 
contexts and equipment. However, a comprehension of 
the invention is believed to be facilitated by the disclo 
sure of a speci?c apparatus in a particular form and with 
certain components to which reference may be had in 
the further course of this disclosure. 
Accordingly, a preferred form of teaching apparatus 

10 is shown in FIG. 1 for illustrative purposes. 
The teaching apparatus 10 of FIG. 1 has an essentially 

spherical or spheroid housing 12 which de?nes a con 
sole 13 and a canopy 14 for a display panel 15. 
The teaching apparatus 10 has a transparent visor 16, 

shown in its upper position. The visor may be lowered 
to cover the console 13 and display panel 15 when not 
in use. The housing 12 is supported by leg structures 17. 
A central cylindrical structure below the housing 12 
may serve as an ornamental feature, as a container for 
electrical batteries or for any ‘other desired purpose. 
A set of number keys 20, running from 0 to 9, is lo 

cated on a panel 21 mounted within the console 13. A 
set of arithmetic function keys 23 is also mounted on the 
panel 21. Two further keys on the panel 21 include a 
start or go key 24 and a reset 25. 
The mounting panel 21 also mounts a further display 

panel which indicates to the pupil whether his answer 
was correct. To this end, the panel 27 may display a 
happy face 28 when the answer was correct, or a sad 
face 29 when the answer was incorrect. A suitable leg 
end such as “right” or R may accompany the happy 
face 28 or may be employed in lieu thereof. Similarly, a 
suitable legend, such as “wrong” or W, may accompany 
the sad face 29 or be employed in lieu thereof. 
The display panel 15 may be of any suitable type to 

display mathematical problems and their answers. Typi 
cally, the display panel 15 will display an equal sign 31 
and an arithmetic function sign 32 corresponding to the 
arithmetic function selected by the pupil at the time 
with the function keys 23. 
The display panel 15 is also capable of displaying one 

or more digits 34 and 35 as an addend in an arithmetic 
addition problem, as the minuend in an arithmetic sub 
traction problem, as a factor in an arithmetic multiplica 
tion problem, or as the dividend in an arithmetic divi 
sion problem. 
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The display panel 15 is also capable of displaying at 
least one further digit 36 which may also be addend in 
an arithmetic addition problem, the subtrahend in an 
arithmetic subtraction problem, a factor in an arithmetic 
multiplication problem, or the divisor in an arithmetic 
division problem. 
The display panel is, moreover, capable of displaying 

the correct answers with the aid of at least two digits, 
one of which is shown in solid outline at 38 and the 
other of which is shown in phantom outline at 39. 
Further equipment of the teaching apparatus 10 in 

cludes a rotatable knob 41 which permits the pupil to 
select a desired dif?culty level, and ‘a rotatable knob 42 
which enables the student to select the number of prob 
lems he wishes to be presented in a given test run or 
scoring cycle. 
A possible and preferred operation of the teaching 

apparatus 10 will now be disclosed with reference to the 
macro ?ow diagram shown in FIG. 2. 

In particular, the macro ?ow diagram of FIG. 2 dis 
closes eight externally discernible states with the aid of 
a series of circles 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, and 59, and 
six externally discernible test functions, each calling for 
a Yes or No answer, by a series of diamonds 61, 62, 63, 
64, 65 and 66. 
As indicated by the arrow 71 in FIG. 2, a “power on” 

condition leads to the state 52. In practical terms, the 
power on condition may be effected by actuation of an 
on-off switch, such as the switch 72 shown in FIG. 1, to 
the on condition. 

In order to signal the readiness of the teaching appa 
ratus to the pupil, the equal sign 31 is displayed in the 
power on state 52. At this juncture, the pupil may set 
the knob 41 to the desired dif?culty level and the knob 
42 to the number of questions the pupil desires to be 
presented with in the impending test run or scoring 
cycle. 
The pupil will then normally depress that one of the 

keys 23 that represents the arithmetic function he de 
sires to be tested on in the particular cycle (the pronoun 
“he” and other expressions of male connotation are 
herein intended to cover also the female gender). 
The teaching apparatus having thus been transferred 

from the state 52 to the state 53, the selected arithmetic 
sign 32 is displayed to the pupil. As an optional matter 
of convenience, the teaching apparatus may also be 
transferred from the state 52 to the state 53 if the pupil 
depresses the reset button 25. Where that option is pro 
vided, the teaching apparatus is preferably set to display 
a given arithmetic sign, such as the plus sign, when the 
reset button 25 is depressed to transfer the apparatus 
from the state 52 to the state 53. 
A further optional feature is indicated by the arrow 

'75, according to which the arithmetic sign may be 
changed during the state 53 by actuation of the desired 
arithmetic function key 23. Actuation of any function 
key 23 which causes a change in the displayed sign will 
also change the arithmetic function in accordance with 
the changed sign. 
Pursuant to the arrows 76, the pupil may now transfer 

the teaching apparatus from the state 53 to the state 54 
by actuation of the start or go key 24. In the state 54, the 
apparatus displays to the pupil the ?rst problem of the 
particular testing cycle by adding to the display of the 
signs 31 and 32 further digits, such as digits 34 and 36, 
serving as addends in an arithmetic addition problem, as 
factors in an arithmetic multiplication problem, as minu 
end and subtrahend in an arithmetic subtraction prob 
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6 
lem, or as dividend and divisor in an arithmetic division 
problem. 
The digits 34 and 36 may be randomly selected by the 

apparatus in the manner hereinafter described. 
As an optional matter of convenience, the teaching 

apparatus may be directly transferrable from the state 
52 to the state 54 as indicated by the dotted arrow 78 in 
response to a depression of the go key 24 when the 
apparatus is in the state 52. In that case, the apparatus is 
preferably set to display a problem of a particular kind, 
such as an addition problem, when the go key 24 is 
depressed while the apparatus is in the state 52 and is 
thereby transferred directly to the state 54. 
Display of the problem in the state 54 will challenge 

the student to indicate an answer by actuation of the 
appropriate key or keys 20. As indicated by the arrow 
81 in FIG. 2, actuation of one of the answer keys 20 in 
the case of a problem calling for a one-digit answer, or 
actuation of the ?rst answer key in the case of a problem 
calling for a two-digit answer, will advance the appara 
tus from the state 54 to the test function 61. The purpose 
of the function 61 is to test whether or not the displayed 
problem' calls for a two-digit answer. To this end, the 
apparatus will have calculated the result of the dis 
played problem, such as in the manner hereinafter de 
scribed, and will then determine in the function 61 
whether the particular answer is composed of one or 
two digits. 
As indicated by the arrow 82 in FIG. 2, the apparatus 

will proceed from the function 61 to the test function 62 
if the test function 61 has determined that the displayed 
problem does not call for a two-digit answer. 
The test function 62 then determines whether the 

answer supplied by the pupil by the depression of one of 
the answer keys 20 was correct. This may be done by 
comparing the value input by the pupil to the result 
calculated by the teaching apparatus. 
As indicated by the arrow 83, the apparatus advances 

from the test function 62 to the state 56 if the pupil has 
supplied the correct answer. In that case, the apparatus 
adds to the display of the problem a digit 38 represent 
ing the correct answer. In addition, the apparatus dis 
plays on the panel 27 shown in FIG. 1 a happy face 28 
or other indicia indicating to the pupil that his answer 
was correct. 
On the other hand, if the pupil supplies an incorrect 

answer, the apparatus will go from the function 62 to 
the state'57, as indicated by the arrow 85 in FIG. 2. In 
that case, the apparatus displays on the panel 27 a sad 
face 29 or other indicia indicating to the pupil that his 
answer was wrong. In addition, the apparatus may then 
also display to'the student the correct answer 38. In 
principle, the apparatus could display to the pupil the 
wrong answer which he actually provided. However, it 
is presently believed to be pedagogically more advanta 
geous if the correct answer, rather than a wrong an 
swer, is displayed, since it is feared that the pupil may 
otherwise come to memorize the wrong answer. 
As indicated by the arrow 86, the pupil may then 

actuate the go button 24 to transfer the apparatus from 
the state 57 back to the state 54 for a repeated display of 
the problem to which he supplied a wrong answer. 

In principle, it is within the scope of the subject inven 
tion that a transfer from the state 57 to the state 54 will 
result in a display of a new problem. However, it is 
believed pedagogically more advantageous if the old 
problem is redisplayed until the pupil has answered it 
correctly. 
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The apparatus having been returned to the state 54, 
the test function and answer cycle will be repeated, as 
will the display of the sad face 29 and of the correct 
answer 38 and the redisplay of the old problem at 54, 
until the student has supplied a correct answer. In that 
case, the apparatus will proceed from the test function 
62 to the state 56 as indicated by the arrow 83 and as 
described above. 
As indicated by the arrow 88, the apparatus will pro 

ceed from the function 61 to the function 63 if the test 
function 61 determines that a particular problem dis 
played in the state 54 calls for a two-digit answer. The 
test function 63 determines whether the ?rst digit of the 
answer as input by the student by actuation of the ap 
propriate answer key 20 is correct. If the apparatus 
determines that the pupil has actuated the wrong an 
swer key, then the apparatus proceeds directly from the 
test function 63 to the state 57 as indicated by the arrow 
89. In this manner, the apparatus saves the pupil’s time 
by indicating to him that his answer was incorrect be 
fore the pupil has input the second digit of the two-digit 
answer. 

On the other hand, if the test function 63 determines 
that the pupil actuated the correct answer key 20 in 
inputting the ?rst digit of his two-digit answer, the 
apparatus proceeds from the function 63 to the state 55, 
as indicated by the arrow 91. In state 55 the correct ?rst 
digit is displayed along with the problem, such as the 
position 39 shown in FIG. 1. This is an important fea 
ture of the subject apparatus since it will urge and en 
courage the student to input the second digit of the 
answer, typically after a mental veri?cation of the cor 
rect response. This has been found to be of great help in 
the teaching process and in the results achieved by the 
subject apparatus. 

In state 55, the apparatus awaits the pupil's keying in 
of the second digit of the two-digit answer. In principle, 
it is within the broad contemplation of the invention 
that the apparatus wait for an inde?nite time for the 
entering of the second digit by the student. However, it 
is preferred for pedagogical and practical reasons that 
the student be given only a limited time, such as in the 
neighborhood of about 10 seconds, for entering the 
second digit. Accordingly, as indicated by the dotted 
arrow 92 in FIG. 2, the apparatus will proceed from the 
state 55 to the state 57 when the pupil fails to key in the 
second digit within the allotted time. In other words, 
the pupil’s answer is considered and is displayed as 
incorrect if his entry of the ?rst digit is not promptly 
followed by an entry of the second digit. Having thus 
arrived at a wrong answer display, the pupil may return 
the apparatus from the state 57 to the state 54 in the 
above mentioned manner and as indicated by the arrow 
86 by depressing the go key 24. 
On the other hand, if the pupil depresses a further 

answer key 20 within the allotted time, the apparatus 
proceeds from the state 55 to the function 64 as indi 
cated by the arrow 93. The function 64 determines 
whether the second digit supplied by the pupil is cor 
rect. If not, the apparatus proceeds from the function 64 
to the sad face state 57 as indicated by the arrow 94, and 
the pupil may then again actuate the go button 24 for 
returning the apparatus to the problem display state 54. 
On the other hand, if the test function 64 determines 

that the second digit supplied by the pupil is also cor 
rect, then the apparatus proceeds to the happy face state 
56, as indicated by the arrow 95. In that state, the cor 
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8 
rect answer 38 and 39 and the happy face 28 will be 
displayed. 
The pupil may then depress the go button 24 so that 

the apparatus will proceed from the state 56 to the 
function 65 as indicated by the arrow 96. The test func 
tion 65 determines whether the last-displayed correct 
answer is in fact the last answer in a given set. In this 
respect, and by way of example, sets of 10, 25, 50 or 100 
questions each may be preselected by the pupil by an 
appropriate setting of the knob 42 shown in FIG. 1. 

If the test function 65 determines that the particular 
set is not ?nished, the apparatus returns from the func 
tion 65 to the condition 54 as indicated by the arrow 97. 

In contrast to the transfer indicated by the arrow 86, 
the transfer designated by the arrow 97 includes the 
presentation of a new problem on the display screen 15. 
This presentation of a new problem may involve the 
random selection of two new numbers 34 and 36 by the 
apparatus. The advance of the apparatus then proceeds 
via the arrow 81 as described above in connection with 
the previously displayed problem. 
When the test function 65 determines that a particular 

correctly answered problem was the last problem in the 
particular set, the apparatus may then display or other 
wise indicate the score for that set to the pupil in the 
manner disclosed in the above mentioned US. Pat. No. 
3,584,398, or in any other desired fashion. By way of 
example, the apparatus herein disclosed includes a pres 
ently preferred re?nement. 

In particular, the apparatus is advanced from the 
function 65 to the function 66, as indicated by the arrow 
98, if the test function 65 determines that a correctly 
answered question was the last problem in a given set. 
The test function 66 then determines whether or not the 
pupil has a perfect score for the particular set; that is, 
whether the pupil answered all of the problems of the 
particular set correctly the ?rst time each problem was 
presented. 
To this end, the apparatus will keep score of each 

answered question and make the determination at the 
end of the particular set. 

If the test function 66 determines that the pupil has a 
less than perfect score for the particular set, the appara 
tus will proceed to the state 58, as indicated by the 
arrow 99. In the state 58, the score will be displayed or 
otherwise indicated to the pupil. For instance, the digit 
positions 38 and 39 on the display panel 15 may be 
employed to display the test score to the pupil. For 
instance, if the pupil answered eight out of ten questions 
correctly at the ?rst try, the position 38 may display a 
?gure 8. 
Conversely, if the test function 66 determines a per 

fect score for the particular set, the apparatus advances 
from the function 66 to the state 59, as indicated by the 
arrow 100. In the state 59, the score is displayed (such as 
a ?gure 10) if the pupil answered all ten problems of a 
ten-problem set correctly). Optionally, the happy face 
28 ?ashes in the state 59, so as to reward the pupil for a 
perfect score by way of encouragement for further 
educational exploits. 
As indicated by the arrows 101 and 102, the apparatus 

may be reset to the above mentioned state 53 from ei 
ther the condition 58 or the condition 59 so that a new 
set of problems may then be started. Moreover, the 
illustrated apparatus includes the possibility of terminat 
ing a set prior to its completion and of starting a new set 
at that time. By way of example, this possibility exists at 
the state 54 as indicated by the arrow 104, at the state 55 
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as indicated by the arrow 105, at the state 56 as indi 
cated by the arrow 106 and at the state 57 as indicated 
by the arrow 107. All these reset functions are typically 
effected by depression of the reset key 25 shown in 
FIG. 1. ~ 

In addition to the macro flow diagram shown in FIG. 
2, a micro flow chart shown in FIGS. 3 to 7 ofa pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention will now be consid 
ered before reference is made to the hardward of the 
system. 
The power on condition is indicated in FIG. 3 by an 

circle 112. As indicated by the block 113, the initial 
random number generation may take place immediately 
at that time. As further indicated by the block 114, the 
equalization sign is displayed to indicate that the power 
is on. This corresponds to the state 52 shown in FIG. 2. 
The apparatus then proceeds to a test function 115 

which determines whether the apparatus is reset for the 
start of an operating cycle. If the determination by the 
function 115 is in the af?rmative, the apparatus pro 
ceeds to the block 117 in FIG. 7, as indicated by the 
circle 118 in FIG. 3 and the corresponding circle 119 in 
FIG. 7. An affirmative answer to the test function 115 
may be provided by depressing the reset key 25. 
According to the block 117 the digit display is 

blanked at that time as a safety that no digits light up 
while a status reset is going on. The status reset accord 
ing to the block 118 generally clears the apparatus. To 
explain this operation, reference has to be made at this 
juncture to certain blocks and functions more fully 
discussed below. 

In particular, the status reset block 118 resets the 
“problem set ?nished” state block 141 shown in FIG. 4, 
the mid lesson position block 151 and the random num 
ber generation block 156, both shown in FIG. 4, the 
unneeded entry clearing and go flag block 161 and the 
two-digit answer set block 168, both shown in FIG. 6, 
and the wrong answer count block 207, the perfect 
score display block 212 and the timer indicator setting 
block 216, shown in FIG. 5. 

It may be helpful at this juncture to note that, alterna 
tively, the block 156 (FIG. 4) may be reset at 194 (FIG. 
5), the block 161 (FIG. 6) may be reset at 202 (FIG. 5), 
the block 168 (FIG. 6) may be reset at 213 (FIG. 5), the 
block 207 may be reset at 106 (FIG. 5), and the block 
216 may be reset at 202 or 227 (FIG. 5). 
The apparatus proceeds from the block 118 in FIG. 7 

to the block 120 'in FIG. 3, as indicated by the circles 
121 and 122 in FIGS. 7 and 3, respectively. As indicated 
by the block 120, the display of the equal sign is then 
continued. ) 

The apparatus then proceeds to the block 124 for a 
display of the selected arithmetic sign. As indicated by 
the block 124, the apparatus further proceeds to a reset 
condition in which the arithmetic function and equaliza 
tion sign display continues until a key is depressed. In 
the latter case, the apparatus will proceed to the previ 
ously described test function 115 and will proceed to 
the block 117 in FIG. 7 if that test results in an af?rma 
tive determination. , 

On the other hand, if the particular test results in a 
negative determination, the apparatus proceeds to the 
test function 126 which examines whether the particular 
set is ?nished, as has been discussed above in connection 
with the function 65 in FIG. 2. If the test function 126 
leads to the conclusion that the particular set has been 
?nished, the apparatus reverts to the rest status 124 via 
lines 127 and 128. 
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Conversely, if the function 126 determines that the 

particular set has not been ?nished, the apparatus pro 
ceeds to a test function 129 which examines whether the 
go key 24 shown in FIG. 1 has been actuated. If so, the 
apparatus proceeds to a test function 131 which deter 
mines whether the timing operation discussed above in 
connection with the status 55 in FIG. 2 is in progress at 
that time. If so, the apparatus reverts to the rest condi 
tion 124 via the line 128. 

If no timing operation is proceeding at that time, the 
apparatus advances via line 132 to the test function 133 
shown in FIG. 4. The function 133 effects a mid lesson 
test to check whether the particular problem set (the 
particular “lesson”) has progressed beyond a point 
(such as beyond the middle of the set) at which change 
of the dif?culty level and of the number of problem 
selection by the pupil would still be tolerable or desir 
able. If the test function 133 determines that the appara 
tus is not in a mid lesson condition, then the program 
proceeds to the block 135 for an update of the dif?culty 
level condition in accordance with the setting of the 
dif?culty level knob 41 and of the “number of problem 
per set” selection in accordance with the setting of the 
knob 42. After the update according to block 135, the 
apparatus proceeds to a test function 137. Similarly, the 
apparatus will proceed directly from the test function 
133 to the test function 137 if the function 133 indicates 
the existence of a mid lesson condition. In consequence, 
no change of dif?culty level or problem number selec 
tion is possible in the illustrated preferred embodiment 
mid stream of a set, as mentioned above. 
The function 137 tests whether the apparatus has 

arrived at the end of a problem set. In terms of hard 
ware, this determination may be made by checking a 
counter for a zero condition, if that counter, after hav 
ing been set in accordance with the number of problems 
selected by the knob 42, is decremented by one step for 
each correctly answered problem. 

In response to a determination that the end of a prob 
lem set has been reached, the apparatus advances to a 
block 138 according to which the display on the panel 
15 is blanked. 
The apparatus then advances to the block 139 which 

initiates a display of the score which, for instance, may 
be in the form of an indication of the number of prob 
lems the pupil has answered correctly at ?rst try in the 
particular test set. 
The apparatus now advances to the set ?nished state 

141 and thence to an unblanking of the digits 38 and 39 
for a display of the score on the display panel 15 shown 
in FIG. 1 and indicated by the block 142 in FIG. 4. The 
apparatus also advances to the above mentioned test 
function 66 which determines whether the pupil had a 
perfect score; that is, 100% of the answers were correct 
at ?rst try. In response to an af?rmative determination, 
the apparatus proceeds to the block 143 for the above 
mentioned flashing of the happy face 28. 

It will be noted that the blocks 142 and 143 in a sense 
correspond to the state 59 shown in FIG. 2. 
The block 142 by itself also corresponds to the state 

58, since the block 143 is bypassed as indicated by the 
line 145 if the test function 66 determines that the pupil 
did not achieve a perfect score. The apparatus may now 
return to the state 123 as indicated by the circles 146 and 
147 in FIGS. 4 and 3, respectively. This corresponds to 
the reset 101 or 102 shown in FIG. 2 and necessitates an 
actuation of the reset key 25. 


























