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To all whom it 72mg] concern. 
Be it known that I, THOMAS LOMAS, of 

Bridgeport, in the county of Fair?eld and State 
of Connecticut, have invented a new Improve 
ment in Newspaper-Files; and I do hereby de 
clare the following, when taken in connection 
with accompanying drawings and the letters 
of reference marked thereon, to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the same, and which 
said drawings constitute part of this speci? 
cation, and represent, in 
Figure 1, a side view of the ?le complete; 

Fig. 2, a transverse section of the same, cutting 
through the tube; Fig. 3, a perspective view of 
the tube detached; Fig. 4, a perspective View of 
the rod detached; Fig. 5, the rod as introduced 
into the fold ‘of a paper preparatory to its in 
troduction to the. tube, enlarged; Fig. 6, the 
rodand folded paper as introduced into the 
tube, enlarged; Fig. 7, a transverse section 
showing several tubes combined. ' 
This invention relates to any improvement 

in devices such as employed to serve as a tem 
porary binder for newspapers and like pur 
poses, so that the papers may be conveniently 
held for reading, or the parts retained in 
their proper relation to each other, commonly 
called “ newspaper-?les, ” the object of the in 
vention being to construct such a ?le or tem 
porary binder small, light, and cheap, ‘but 
which will securely hold the paper or papers 
which may be attached thereto; and it con 
sists, principally, in a metal tube having a 
longitudinal slot open at one or both ends 
of the tube, combined with a rod of less diame 
ter than the internal diameter of the tube, but 
larger than the Width of the longitudinal slot 
through the tube, and‘ as more fully herein 
after described. 
The tube A of the holder is made from sheet 

metal rolled into tubular form, but so that the 
edges do not quite meet, leaving a longitudi 
nal slot, a, preferably extending from end to 
end. At the ends the- sides of the slot di 
verge, so as to produce an open mouth, as at 
I). (See Fig. 3:) , ' , 

B, Fig. 4, represents the rod, preferably 
made from wire, and is of a diameter consid 
erably less than the internal diameter of the 
tube A, but larger in diameter than the width 
of the slot at. Preferably a handle, C, is made 

fast to one end, so that the ?le may be con 
veniently held in the hand, and, preferably, 
a cap in the form of a tip,D,is applied to the 
opposite end of the tube,but so as to be read 
ily removed therefrom. This completes the 
?le, and as seen in Fig. 1. To introduce a 
paper to the ?le, the cap D is removed, the rod 
B withdraw-n from the tube and the rod in 
troduced into the fold of the paper E, as seen 
in Fig. 5. Then the rod with the folded edge 
of the paper is introduced through the end of 
the tube, the leaves of the paper passing into 
the slot a, while the rod and the fold enter 
the tube, as seen in Fig. 6, and until the fold 
of the paper is completely inclosed within the 
tube. 
the rod and the rod of larger diameter than 
the slot a, it necessarily follows that the fold 
or folds of the sheets or leaves are held within 
the tube, the tube forming a binder for the 
folded edge of the sheet. ' The tube being stiff 
serves to hold the papers in a convenient po 
sition for reading, and substantially as other 
constructions of paper-?les. The handle C 
extends below the papers introduced into the 
tube and serves as a convenience in holding 
the papers. After the papers have been in 
troduced the cap D is applied to the end of 
the tube and serves as a ?nish for the tip, and 
?tting closely upon the tip prevents the es 
cape of the papers or rod from the tube. 
In some vcases several of the tubes A may 

be combined in one structure, as‘ seen in Fig. ' 
7, each tube forming an independent binder 
for papers. The open mouth 1) of the tube 
facilitates the introduction of the rod and 
papers to the tube and prevents the edges of 
the slot from tearing the papers, which they 
would be liable to do if the edges terminated 
in a right angle. 
The tube may be made from thin metal, 

small in diameter, so as to make an extremely 
neat, light, and durable ?le. 

I claim— 
1. The herein-described newspaper-?le, con 

sisting of a metal tube constructed with a 1on 
gitudinal slot less in width than the internal 
diameter of the tube, combined with a rod of 
less diameter than the internal diameter of the 
tube, but greater in diameter than the width 
of the slot of the tube, substantially as de 
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The fold of the paper being around ‘ 
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scribed, the said rod being adapted to be 
placed in the fold of papers and with that 
folded portion of the papers introduced into 
the tube, the leaves of the paper extending 
through the slot, substantially as described. 

2. The tube A, made from sheet metal, the 
edges of the metal brought near together so 
as to form a longitudinal slot, a, in the tube, 
the edges of the slot diverging at the end, so 
as to form a ?aring month, I), combined with 
a rod, B, less in diameter than the internal 
‘diameter of the tube A, but larger in diame 
ter than the width of the slot a, substantially 
as described. 

3. The combination of the tube A, con 
structed with a longitudinal slot, a, one end 
?xed in a handle, 0, the slot a, open at the op 
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posite end, combined with a rod, B, less in di 
ameter than the internal diameter of the tube 
A, but larger in diameter than the width of 
the slot a, substantially as and for the pur 
pose described. 

4. The longitudinally-slotted metal tube A, 
provided with a handle, 0, at one end and 
with a removable cap, D, at the opposite end, 
combined with the rod B, of less diameter than 
the internal diameter of the tube A, but larger 
in diameter than the width of the slot a, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose described. 

THOMAS LOMAS. 

Witnesses: 
JOHN E. EARLE, 
FRED C. EARLE. 
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