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AUTOMATIC JUSTIFYING TYPEWRITER HAVING 
PITCH CHANGING AND LINE SPACING I , - 

_ APPARATUS 

This is a ‘continuation of application Ser. No. 
296,934, ?led Oct. 12, 1972, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to a typewriter and 
more particularly to a novel and improved justifying 
typewriter capable of preparing automatically a justi 
?ed line printout comparable in uniformity and aes 
thetic value to that of conventional typesetting appara 
tus. 
The hard copy printout of a conventional typewriter 

is lacking in quality when compared to the typesetting 
process. The conventional typewriter has ?xed escape 
ment to establish the same horizontal space for all 
characters. This invention provides for automatic vari 
able escapment adjusting the spacing for different 
width characters and provides automatic justi?caton of 
right and left margins by automatic calculation of 
spaces between words. The printout of the conven 
tional typewriter is less economical than the typesetting 
process in that it does not efficiently utilize'the full 
space available on the printout sheet. A number of, 
conventional mechanical and electric typewriters have 
the printout sheet advanced by the carriage relative to 
the type bar which impacts the sheet; and ‘more re 
cently, other typewriters have utilized a single element 
spherical printing head, such as, that employed inthe 
Model 745 IBM Selectric typewriter. In this form the 
printing head is moved relative to the sheet as it prints. 
Broadly, a preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion utilizes a Mode 745 IBM Selectric typewriter 
which is modi?ed to operate as a typographical ma 
chine to produce a typewritten printout comparable to 
that set by a typographer and is characterized by auto 
matically regulating the spacing between characters, 
words and justi?ed lines in a continuous printout. 
Accordingly, it is a general object of the present 

invention to provide a novel and improved form of an 
automatic justifying typewriter capable of producing a 
high quality printout utilizing the printing apparatus of 
a conventional typewriter. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a novel 

and improved form of an automatic justifying type~ 
writer which may be readily set up for printing out 
different type sizes, styles and weights of characters. 
Yet a further object of this invention is to provide a 

novel automatic justifying typewriter capable of having 
the printing information input from a conventional 
typewriter keyboard which utilizes a computer to pre 
arrange the characters for a proportionally spaced, 
justi?ed line printout. ' 

Still a further object of this invention is to provide a 
novel automatic justifying typewriter having a range of 
horizontal space settings coordinated with the various 
type fonts and utilizing ?rst incremental drive means 
for the carriage as well as incremental drive means for 
positioning the printout sheet in the proper position 
relative to the character printing means. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a novel 

automatic justifying typewriter capable of on-line oper 
ation with a computer or other memory or data source. 
Yet a further object of the present invention is to 

provide a novel automatic justifying typewriter characé 
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terized by having incremental drive means operatively ‘ 

2 
associated with the printer for effecting relative hori 
zontal and vertical movement between the character 
printing means and the printout sheet, the actuation of 
the printer and‘ incremental drive means being con 
trolled by coded printing control signals and spacing 
control signals from a data source which automatically 
regulates the spacing between characters, words and 
lines according to preassigned values. 

In accordance with the present invention, in a pre 
ferred form there is provided a keyboard printer con 
ventionally of the type having a single element print 
head on a horizontally movable carriage and a printout 
sheet selectively engaged by the printing head. Incre 
mental drive means are de?ned by a horizontal step 
ping motor coupled to the carriage and a vertical step 
ping motor coupled to the platen. A computer serves as 
a data source which is programmed to generate coded 
signals for controlling both the printing operations and 
motor stepping operations so that after each printing 
operation there is a spacing operation and, after each 
character is printed, the horizontal stepping motor 
advances the carriage a preselected horizontal distance 
called pitch proportional to the width of that character 
before the next character is printed. After each line is 
printed the vertical stepping motor is caused to rotate 
or index the. platen through a variable preselected angle 
of rotation. Logic circuits are used to selectively actu 
ate the printer, horizontal'stepping motor and vertical 
stepping motor in the proper sequence. Most desirably, 
a gear shift mechanism is associated with the horizontal 
stepping motor to facilitate pitch adjustment of the 
horizontal space increment fora particular type font. 
Other objects, advantages and capabilities of the 

present invention will become more apparent as the 
description proceeds taken‘ in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION. OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a general block diagram broadly illustrating 
the interrelationship between sections of an automatic 
justifying typewriter having pitch changing and line 
spacing apparatus in accordance with the present in 
vention. 
FIG. 2 is a more detailed block diagram of the auto 

matic justifying typewriter of the present invention, 
those elements mechanically linked together being 
represented by dotted connecting lines. 
FIG. 3 is a logic circuit diagram for decoding and 

routing the signals to alternately actuate the printer and 
stepping motors through the'motor control logic circuit 
shown in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic perspective view of a por 

tion of the apparatus in a conventional Model 745 IBM 
Selectric typewriter having added thereto horizontal 
and vertical stepping motors. 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view of a horizon 

tal stepping motor and slide-pivot mounting, pitch se 
lector lever and gearing assembly for the horizontal 
movement of the carriage. 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of a portion 

of the horizontal stepping motor with the pitch selector 
lever set for the intermediate increment of horizontal 
movement; and 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of a portion 

of the horizontal stepping motor with the pitch selector 
lever set for the smallest step or increment of horizon 
tal movement for the carriage. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIG. 1, and as a setting for the present 
invention, the’ general arrangement of the justifying 
typewriter having pitch changing and line spacing ap 
paratus is illustrated in block diagram form to include a 
typewriter 302, a vertical stepping motor 12 and a 
horizontal stepping motor 13 which are both coupled 
to the typewriter 302 in a manner to be described. A 
suitable data source is illustrated in the form of a com; 
puter 14, and input/output logic circuit 15 is interfaced 
between the typewriter 302 and the computer 14. A 
pair of motor control circuits represented at 16 and 17 
each receive suitable control signals from the computer 
14 through the input/output logic circuit 15 to control 
the operation of the stepping motors l2 and 13, respec 
tively. The typewriter 302 may be, for example, a 
model 745 IBM Selectric typewriter to coded signals 
received from computer 14 both for performing func 
tional operations in the typewriter 302 such as space, 
backspace, shift, index and carriage return, as well as 
for actuating, spherical print head 107, as shown in 
FIG. 4, in printing each character. Moreover, the type 
writer 302 as conventionally employed in association 
with a computer 14 or other memory data source trans 
mits to the computer 14 coded signals representing 
each character printed or function performed. The 
coded control signals applied to the typewriter for 
character printing operations may for example be a 
six-line binary code set which together with the other 
coded control signals for controlling the functional 
operations of the typewriter 302 are applied from the 
computer 14 or other memory source through the in 
put/output logic circuit 15. In addition, in a manner to 
be hereinafter described, coded spacing control signals 
from the computer 14, which regulate the spacing be 
tween characters, words and lines in the printout 300 
are applied through the input/output logic circuit 15 to 
the stepping motor control circuits 16 and 17 for regu 
lating the stepping operations of the stepping motors 12 
and 13 and which control circuits 16 and 17 and step 
ping motors 2 and 13 de?ne the incremental drive 
means for spacing within the typewriter 302. The input 
loutput logic circuit 15 is operative to decode and sort 
the various control signals from the computer 14in the 
proper sequence in relation to the printing and func 
tional operations to be performed so as to result in a 
proportionally spaced, justi?ed copy printout 300. In 
accordance with the present invention, the IBM Selec 
tric typewriter 302 is modi?ed in a manner to be more 
fully described by the incorporation of vertical and 
horizontal stepping motors l2 and 13 together with the 
associated stepping motor control circuits 16 and 17, 
respectively, to perform the required horizontal spac 
ing and vertical index operations in the typewriter 302. 
Referring now to FIG. 2, the preferred form of ‘sys 

tem is schematically represented in more detail to illus 
trate the manner in which the text or data is ?rst en 
tered manually from the keyboard 21 of typewriter 302 
into the computer 14 then is transmitted in combina 
tion with proportional spacing signals in accordance 
with this invention into the same typewriter 302 or 
other similar modi?ed typewriter. The keyboard 21 
represents the manual key lever portion of a Model 745 
IBM Selectric typewriter which is mechanically linked 
to the printer 11 and which in turn activate the spheri 
cal print head 107 in the printer 11 in order to impress 
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4 
the character on the printout 300 corresponding to that 
of the key depressed in keyboard 21. The character 
code generator 22 can be any output circuit which in a 
conventional manner will generate coded character 
signals in response to closing of selected printer 
switches, not shown, associated with the printer l1 and 
which signals are transmitted over printer switch line 
22 to the character code generator 22. The coded char 
acter signals generated by the character code generator 
22 are in turn transmitted over the data entry line 23 
into the computer 14. The‘printer switches are also 
electrically connected to the keyboard/printer inter 
face logic 25 over line 25‘ from the printer 11; and in 
addition, the various functional operations performed 
in the keyboard 21, such as, index, space, backspace, 
shift and carriage return are transmitted over a series of 
control lines represented by the line 24 to the interface 
logic circuit 25. The interface logic circuit 25 discrimi 
nates between the character and functional operations 
performed on the keyboard 21 to generate a ?xed num 
ber of pulses according to the operation to be per 
formed and applies the pulses either over a ?xed verti 
cal pulse line 26 or a horizontal pulse line 29. As 
shown, the pulse line 26 applies the pulses to vertical 
stepping motor control 16 for control of the vertical 
stepping motor 12. In turn, the pulse line 29 applies the 
pulses to horizontal stepping motor control 17 for the 
horizontal stepping motor 13. In addition, the horizon 
tal pulse line 29 will apply directional control signals to 
the horizontal stepping motor control 17 to regulate 
forward or reverse spacing for a space or backspace 
command, respectively, as well as a disabling pulse or 
control signal which is operative to disable the horizon 
tal stepping motor 13 in response to a carriage return 
operation to permit the carriage, such as carriage 106 
represented in FIG. 4, to be driven to the lefthand 
margin by a conventional mechanism (not shown). The 
printer switches are electrically connected to the inter 
face logic 25 as described in order to direct the inter 
face logic 25 to apply a ?xed number of pulses to the 
horizontal stepping motor control 17 in advancing the 
carriage 106 after printing of each character. 
Thus, in manual keyboarding it will be appreciated 

that the interface logic circuit 25 will transmit the ?xed 
pulses to the stepping motor circuits control circuits 16 
and 17 in advancing the platen 105 and carriage 106 in 
vertical and horizontal directions, respectively, be 
tween lines, words and characters. Altemately, the 
spacing function during manual keyboarding may be 
performed under command of the computer 14 as the 
information typed is entered into the computer 14 from 
the character code logic circuit 22 and in this way 
provide proportional spacing features in a manner now 
to be described. 
Again, referring to FIG. 2, as the data is entered from 

the keyboard 21 through the character code generator 
22 into the computer 14 and subsequently encoded 
from the computer 14 into the printer 11, proportional 
printing is accomplished in a unique manner through 
the stepping motors 12 and 13 in which horizontal 
stepping motor means 13 will incrementally advance 
the carriage 106 preselected horizontal distances pro 
portional to the widths of the characters printed, or 
vertical stepping motor drive means 12 will rotate the 
platen 105 through a predetermined angle of rotation 
following the printing of each line. It will be helpful to 
an understanding of the proportional printing or spac 
ing operations to consider the manner in which the 
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computer 14 or other memory source may be _pro 
grammed to apply both the coded character signals as 
well as the spacing signal stored in the computer 14 
over a data entry line 30 in order to sequentially con- - 
trol the horizontal and vertical advancement of the 
printer 11. By way of illustration, the program for the 
computer 14 may be written with a spacing code to 
establish a ?xed number of horizontally’spaced incre 
ments or units for each character as well as to calculate 
the number of spacing units between words for a partic 
ular line length. In thefollowing, illustrative spacing 
units for the IBM Selectric Composer fonts are set forth 
for each character to be printed. . _ 1 

All Presswire Font characters have the same unit values 
as the “Selectric" Composer Fonts with the exception 
of the following: ‘ 

All numbers = 4 units % = 6 units 
Composite fraction denominators = & = 6 units 

- 8mm 

Composite fraction numerators S = 4 units 
I = 5 units~+= 8 units 

3 and 7 = 8 units 
=6mm 

Every character code will be followed by a space code 
so that every odd numbered signal is a character signal 
and every even numbered signal is a spacing signal; and 
when the text or printing data is entered from the key 
board 21, the initial conditions of spacing for each 
character, line length and index are: simultaneously 
entered. ‘ i ‘ 

In order to initiate the justified typing the final copy 
sheet into the printer l1 and will command signal to the 
computer 14 by activating a conventional key in key 
board 21. The computer 14 will then transmit over data 
line 30 the text information or data, for example, as a 
six-bit input code, each character signal being followed 
by a spacing or other signal which is decoded and 
routed by selectric decoder 31 either over printer'line 
31 ' to the printer 1 l or to‘ the control mechanism to be 
described for performing the desiredspacing and other 
functional operations in the printer 11. In establishing 
the necessary program, a look-up table may be em 
ployed which will associate with each character a code 
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representing the number of incremental spacing units 
for that character. Also, in order to set up a given line 
length, the computer 14 must determine the number of 
units as represented by the characters in a line and 
subtract thatnumber from the total number available 
in a line. This number is then divided by the number of 
spaces, between-words in a line so that the resultant 
number will represent the, number of spacing units 
between words in the line. For instance, if a line is to be 
made up of 170 units, and the characters make up 130 
units of the total, the 40 remaining units are divided by 
the number of spaces between words. Thus, for six 
words in a given line, there will be ?ve spaces between 
words, and the 40 remaining units divided by the ?ve 
spaces will result in a total of eight units for each space 
between words. Following the last character in each 
word, the computer 14 is therefore programmed to 
deliver a command signal to incrementally advance the 
carriagel06 eight spaces prior to impression of the ?rst 
character of the next word in succession. Of course, the 
computer 14 may be programmed in a conventional 
manner to deliver other instructions. For example, 
?xed spacing codes between words may be delivered by 
the computer 14 where it is not necessary to desirable 
to justify a given line, such as, at the end of a para 
graph. ‘Moreover, the computer 14 may be instructed 
to supply a ?xed number of spacing increments prior to 
a space or character code, such as, where indentation is 
required. ’ 

In the example given, every signal following a charac 
ter coded signal or a signal representing a functional 
operation of the typewriter, such as, backspace, index, 
carriage return is a horizontal spacing signal. Once 
again considering the space signals for each character, 
most desirably each character is assigned a ?xed hori 
zontal space made up of a selected number of incre 
ments or units for the carriage control mechanism 
which remains constant. This will greatly simplify pro 
gramming of the computer 14 in assigning a speci?c 
horizontal spacing for each character which is the same 
irrespective of the size of print. 
As schematically illustrated in FIG. 2, the coded 

character and spacing signals are applied over the data 
entry line 30 to the decoder 31 and over an associated 
input line 30’ to motor gating circuit 32. Again, the 

‘ computer 14 is programmed to transmit in succession a 
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print command and ‘a space command; and the decoder 
31 is so designed ‘that every print command is transmit 
ted to the printer l1, and every spacing command is 
transmitted to the horizontal stepping motor 13. Each 
signal or command is accompanied by a data transfer 
or “prepare to receive” pulse 'over input line 42' from 
the computer 14. ' 
More speci?cally, each print command is transmitted 

from the decoder 31 over print line 31’ to printer gate 
circuit 33 into the printer control circuits represented 
at 34. The printer control circuits 34 may suitably con 
sist, for example, of printer solenoid drivers, not shown, 
which are energized in different combinations accord 
ing to the signal‘ received to activate a corresponding 
combination of bails in the printer 11 for printing the 
character represented by the signal, all in accordance 
with conventional practice. Certain commands repre 
sent special functions, such as, carriage return, index, 
backspace, shift and tab. For the purpose of illustra 
tion, the' carriage return line 35', index line 36 and 
backspace line 37 are shown leading from the decoder 
31 to motor control logic circuit 38. The motor gating 
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circuit 32 is selectively enabled in a mannerto be de 
scribed to transmit each alternate signal received ‘over 
the input line 30’ to the horizontal space‘linye‘39 which 
is connected from the output of the motor 'gating'ciF 
cuit 32 to the'motor control logic'circuit'3'8', andithe 
logic circuit 38 in turn transmits a predetermined'num 
ber of signals corresponding to the space command 
received over line 39 to thehorizontal stepping motor 
control 17. ‘ " I‘ " ‘ 

The sequence of transmission of the print and'space 
commands or signals is controlled by ?ip?o'p‘ 40, the 
latter being toggled by each pulse applied overinput 
line 42' to alternately enable the printer gate circuit 33 
and the motor gating circuit 32. Thus, when the flip 
?op 40 is set by a data transfer pulse: the motor gating 
circuit 32 is then enabledby AND gate‘ 42 to transmit 
a space command‘ signal over line 39 to motor’control 
logic circuit 38. The ?ip-?op 40 is reset by the‘next 
data transfer pulse to enable the printer gate circuit 33 
and to transmitv the next signal as a print command to 
the printer control circuits 34. It will be 'noted' that if 
the print command is in fact a signal to perform a funcé 
tonal operation, such as, backspace, carriage return or 
index, its coding is such that it will not actiyate the 
printer control circuits 34; however, it will activateione 
of the stepping motor control circuits '16 ‘and 17 
through the motor control logic‘circuit 38. In asimilar 
manner, in certain cases where a space or print com 
mand is not required, a dummy command is pro 
grammed into the computer 14. _ ‘ 

Brie?y summarizing the operation of, the logical cir 
cuitry in automatic printing and proportional spacing 
operations, each print command preferably is followed 
by a spacing command. For instance, at the ‘end of each 
character printed, the horizontal stepping motor 13 will 
proportionally space the carriage 106 according to the 
width of the character printed. At the end of a word, 
once again the horizontal stepping motor 13 will space 
a predetermined number of units or increments accord; 
ing to the spacing established for justi?ed line printout. 
At the end of a line, a space command is delivered after 
the last character in the line followed by a carriage 
return command which will index the platen 105 to the 
next line. A special condition is set up for the'carriage 
return signal which in addition to indexing the platen 
105 through the vertical stepping motor 12 willeffect 
closure of a conventional carriage return interlock 
switch not shown in the printer 11 to apply a signal over 
line 43 to the motor control logic circuit 38 and cause 
the motor control logic circuit 38 to transmit a dis 
abling signal on lead 40' to the horizontal stepping 
motor control 17 to disengage the horizontal stepping 
motor 13 from the carriage 106 and permit the carriage 
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the" horizontal anndiv’erticalst'eppingmotors 12 and'13 
may be‘activated either by ?xed p‘ulses during manual 
keyboard entry or by space command pulsesv when .,_the 
information 'is'encoded from the computer 14. Each of 
tlie steppingm'otors 312 ‘and ,13‘is'ifepresentedas having 
windings‘ A‘, B‘, C energiz'ed‘by'a driver 50'which ampli 
?es-pulses" appliedit‘thro‘ug'h‘ a ' conventional divide‘by 
three counter 52, the'latt‘er controlling the sequence of 
energization 'of the windings‘A, ‘B, and‘C and accordi 
ingly the direction of steppingv of each stepping motor 
l2iand 13. Thus whenthe horizontal stepping motor 13v 
is to be- advanced'clockwise,~the motor-windings are 
switched in the sequence'iA, B,"C;'li_o_wever when the 
horizontal stepping motor 13 is to advance counter 
clockwise the motor windings‘ are switched in the oppo 
site sequence C, B, A. For instance, the motor windings 
A, B, C of the horizontal stepping motor 13 would be 
reversed for stepping in a counterclockwise direction 
when a backspace command is received. 
During manual keyboard entry, the ?xed horizontal 

pulses are applied over line 29 to the counter 52 for the 
horizontal stepping motor._,l3, and ?xed vertical pulses 
are applied over line 26 to the vertical stepping motor 
12. In turn, the backspace pulses are delivered over line 
26' through an OR gate 54'and output line 55 to the 
counter 52 for the horizontal stepping motor 13 in such 
a way as to drive the horizontal stepping motor 13 in a 
reverse direction. In addition, the “driver disable” 
pulses are delivered over line 56 through OR gate 57 
and an output line 58 to the driver 50 for the horizontal 
stepping motor 13 in order to disable the horizontal 
stepping motor 13 during a carriage return operation. 
Under automatic or computer-controlled operations, 

the sequence of printing and spacing as well as the 
number of spaces is controlled through a combination 
of ?ip-?op circuits-60 to 63 which cooperate with a 
binary counter :64 as well as AND gates 66 and 67, to 
select and regulate the number of pulses applied- to 
either of the stepping motors 12 or 13 from a step 
oscillator 68. Referring back to FIG. '2, the data input 
lines 30 and 30' collectively represent the input code 
signals which‘are transmitted from‘ the computer 14 
and which for example, may be designated B, A, 8, 4, 2, 
1 inputs to motor gating‘circuit 32 of FIG. 3. It will be 
recalled that the motor‘ gating circuit 32 is activated by 
an enabling signal from AND gate v42 which in turn is 
enabled by data transfer and motor gate enabling 
pulses over lines 42’. and 44.,When so enabled, space 

. commandsignals are output overlines 11,12, I3, L and I5. 
50 

to be returned to the lefthand margin such as, by. a , 
conventional carriage return spring, ‘ not shown.‘ For 
indexing the typewriter other than for carriage return 
operations, the index signal is followed by an indexing 
spacing or dummy command as desired. A shift signal 
which is transmitted as a print command also may be 
followed by a dummy space command to maintain the 
desired sequence of signals and the same may be true of 
the tab and space commands. In the case of the tab and 
space signals however, each may be followedby an 
escapement space command if desired, depending 
upon the programming established in the computer 14. 
A preferred form of the horizontal and vertical step 

ping motor control logic circuits 16 and 117 isshown in 
FIG. 3 to illustrate in more detail the manner in which 

55 
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Essentially the space commands are coded such that 
they will load a predetermined number of counts into 
the binary counter-64 overa count preset line v70. ‘The 
binary counter 64 also has a step input line 71‘ from 
AND gate 72 which is enabled by inputs from the set 
side of the ?ip-?op 60-and the step oscillator 68 so that 
only the remaining’number of stepped a?er loading will 
be applied .fromthe binary counter 64 over an output 
line 74 to the AND gates,66 and 67.,Each time that an 

. ANDgate 66 M67, is enabled by'steps from the binary 
counter :64, a pulse isapplied from the oscillator 68 
directly-over line v75 to,step_ one of the stepping motors 
1205,1321 corresponding number of times. At the end 
of the count, a-one‘shot delay 76 is operative to reset 

line 77. 
. thel?ip+filops 6910,63 vby‘ a signal appliedfto the reset 

selection of one ‘of the .AND gates 66_ and-67 is deter 
mined in part by the condition of the'?ip-flop 61. The 

In advancing either of the stepping motors 1'2 13',‘ 
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carriage return and index lines 35 ' and 36, ‘respectively, 
are input through OR gate 78 to the set side of the 
?ipflop 61, and upon arrival of a signal over either line 
36 or 35, an enabling pulse is directed over line 79 to 
the AND gate‘67; however, the AND gate 66 is gated 
low or off from the output of the NOR gate 80 through 
input line 81 to the AND gate 66. In the absence of a 
signal applied over lines 35’ ‘or 36, the ?ip-?op 61 will 
remain in a reset condition and the AND gate 67 is 
gated low and AND gate 66 is gated high by 'a' signal 
from the NOR gate 80. 
“Drive Disable” pulses from the line 43 are applied 

to the set side of the ?ip-?op 62 and, through line 82, 
to one input of the OR gate 57 to disable the driver 50 
in the same manner as described with reference to the 
manual control pulses delivered along line 56. Again, in 
this way, the driver 50 is disabled for the carriage re 
turn operation; and the carriage 106 is free to be re 
turned to its lefthand margin. Backspace pulses from 
line 37 operate to set the flip-?op 63 and through con 
trol line 84 enable the OR gate 54 to activate the 
counter 52 for the horizontal stepping motor 13. As 
previously explained, any ?ip-?op 60, 61, 62 and 63 
which is set to initiate a particular operation is reset by 
the one-shot 76 at the end of that operation or comple 
tion of the counts by the binary counter 64. 

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
the conventional Model 745 IBM Selectric typewriter 
can be utilized by modifying the carriage escapement 
rack, the carriage return spring and the platen index 
assembly. As shown in FIG. 4, the Selectric typewriter 
includes a platen 105 which normally carries and verti 
cally moves a printout sheet a portion of which is repre 
sented at P. A movable carriage represented at 106 has 
a replaceable spherical type head orprint head 107 
mounted thereon. The carriage 106 is coupled to a 
cable drum 109 on escapement shaft 110 by a cable 
11 1 which extends around the drum 109 and a plurality 
of appropriately spaced pulleys 112, 113, and 114. To 
the above conventional typewriter structure there is 
added the horizontal stepping motor 13 which is driv 
ingly connected through a three-speed gear transmis 
sion 116 to the escapement shaft 110 to step the car 
rrage 106 a selected number of times for a preselected 
amount or distance of horizontal travel. 
' The horizontal spacing stepping motor 13 is mounted 
in a manner described more fully hereinafter and is 
adapted to pivot about shaft 201 and to longitudinally 
slide on shaft 201 to drive the carriage 106 through a 
the three-speed gear transmission 116. The output 
shaft 117 of the horizontal stepping motor 13 carries a 
mam gear 118 which meshes with a larger gear 119 on 
a shaft 121 arranged parallel to the motor output shaft 
117, the shaft 121 having a smaller gear 122 at-the end 
opposite to the gear 119 which meshes with one of 
three coaxially aligned gears 123, 124, and 125 
mounted in a cluster and coupled to the escapement 
shaft 110 of cable drum 109. The gear ratios of the 
three gears on the cluster 123, 124 and 125 are chosen 
such that, for instance, a ?fteen-degree step of the 
horizontal stepping motor 13 will provide pitch incre 
merits of 1/72, 1/84, or l/96 inch of carriage escape 
ment. The horizontal stepping motor 13 in response to 
a selected number of pulses will step a corresponding 
numberof times to space from the character which has 
been printed to the next character to be printed. For 
example, for a wide character, such as, an upper case 
M it is necessary to step nine times from the left side of 
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10 
that character before the impression of the next char 
acter. The horizontal stepping motor 13 drives the 
carriage 106 to the right and a conventional carriage 
return mechanism, not shown, drives the carriage to 
the left, the latter being a conventional Selectric type 
writer structure and operation. 
The vertical stepping motor 12 is coupled to a speed 

reducing gear train 131 which in turn is coupled to the 
platen 105. The gear train 131 includes a worm gear 
132 on motor shaft output 132’, a gear 133 on a cross 
shaft 134 meshing with the worm gear 132, the cross 
shaft 134 having a gear 135 on the opposite end and, an 
intermediate gear 136 intermeshes between gear 135 
and a gear 137 on the platen 105. In this arrangement, 
each time the vertical stepping motor 12 rotates an 
increment the platen 105 rotates a preselected distance 
as determined by the gear train 131. Or instance, in a 
preferred form each increment of rotation of the platen 
105 is 0.0138 inch. , 
As shown in FIG. 5a, the slide-pivot mount for the 

horizontal stepping motor 13 includes an inverted 
channel-shaped base 149 having a pair of spaced up 
standing lugs 151 and 152. The motor housing is modi 
?ed by attaching a cradle-like member thereto includ 
ing forward and rear end plates 153 and 154, respec 
tively, connected together along the underside of the 
housing by a bottom plate 155. The forward end plate 
153 forms an end cap for ‘the front end of the motor 
housing and the rear end plate 154 overlays the existing 
end cap of the motor housing. The forward end plate 
153 has outwardly projecting upper and lower lug por 
tions 156 and 157 and the rear end plate 154 has upper 
and lower lug portions 158 and 159. The spaced lower 
lug portons 157 and 159 have a shaft 201 ?xedly se 
cured thereto, the shaft 201v extending through and 
being slidable in the base plate lugs 151 and 152 
thereby allowing the motor housing both to pivot and 
slide longitudinally relative to the base 149. The drive 
shaft 121 is joumaled in the spaced upper lug portions 
156 and 158 in such a way that it rotates therein but 
does not move axially relative to the horizontal step 
ping motor 13. In this way the drive shaft 121 will move 
axially only with the axial movement of the horizontal 
stepping motor 13. . 
An upright shift lever 205 is. ?xedly secured at its 

lower end to the end plate 153 for the manual pivoting 
and sliding of the motor 13. The limits of movement of 
the horizontal stepping motor. 13 are established by a 
stationary slotted plate 206' horizontal stepping at 
tached to stationary structure, not shown of the type 
writer (not shown). The slotted plate 206 has three 
stepped slots 207, 208, and 209 through which the 
lever 205 will extend, with each slot opening into the 
other for the selective placement of the lever 205 into 
one of the slots 207, 208 and 209, the lever 205 posi 
tioning the output gear 122 in engagement with one of 
gears 123, 124, and 125 respectively. A tension spring 
211 interconnects a lug 212 on the plate 206 and the 
lever 205 to bias the lever 205 into a selected one of the 
stepped slots 207, 208 and 209. As shown in FIG. 5, 
positioning of the lever 205 in the slot 207 establishes 
meshing of gear 122 205 with gear 123. In FIG. 6 the 
setting of the lever 205 in slot 208 positions gear 122 in 
meshing engagement with gear 124 and in FIG. 7 the 
setting of lever 205 in slot 209 positions the output gear 
122 in meshing engagement with gear 125. To reset the 
spacing increment the lever 205 is moved against the 
force of the spring 21 l to one side to pivot the horizon 
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tal stepping motor 13 and output shaft 117 and then 
moved axially of the output shaft 117 to position the 
output gear 122 in meshing engagement with one of the 
gears 123, 124 and 125 of the cluster. 
Again, the operation of the above described appara 

tus may be broken into a keyboard operation for input 
ting information into the device and a processor or 
computer-controlled operation for printing out the 
data. During data input to the computer 14, the key 
board 21 and printer 11 is operated as a conventional 
terminal. The only special command to the computer 
14 after establishing the link-up is the line length of the 
?nished output which is input over line 35. The text to 
be proportionally spaced and left-and-right justi?ed is 
typed in a conventional manner without regard to the 
left-and-right margins. The hard copy output of the 
data entered is no different than the conventional type 
writer output with the horizontal stepping motor 13 
stepping the same number of steps for each character. 
For the carriage return, the horizontal stepping motor 
13 is disabled to permit return by the carriage return 
spring as described. Upon arrival at the left margin, the 
conventional margin stop [not shown] on the type 
writer 302 preferably opens a switch, not shown which 
for convenience may be engaged by the platen 105 and 
reapplies the power to the horizontal stepping motor 
13. The horizontal stepping motor 13 then drives the 
carriage 106 to the right until the left margin switch, 
not shown again closes. Indexing occurs during car 
riage travel. When the decoder 31 receives the index 
code signal a ?xed number of pulses is transmitted to 
the vertical stepping motor 12 as above described. 
For the computer controlled operation after the 

entry is complete, the operator enters “end of transmis 
sion” signal, inserts and aligns the medium upon which 
the ?nal copy is to be printed, sets the carriage 106 at 
the desired left margin, and enters a command to the 
computer 14 to send out the ?nal copy data. 

In summary, horizontal spacing following each char 
acter is established by the horizontal stepping motor 
13, which drives the carriage 106 through a threespeed 
gear transmission 116 geared to provide a selected 
number of steps or increments, such as, U72, U84 and 
H96 inch which corresponds with conventional typing 
heads. The shift lever 205 enables the operator to se 
lect the spacing increment required for a particular 
type sphere or print head 10. During input to the com 
puter 14 the lever is set on the 1/72 setting and the 
carriage 106 steps seven steps for each character. Dur 
ing receipt of assembled data from the computer 14, 
the apparatus prints, with each character followed by a 
horizontal space signal for the character which is 
routed through the decoder 31 to control the number 
of steps of the horizontal stepping motor 13. In the 
complete sequence of operation the operator installs 
the standard typewriter print head 107 and sets the 
spacing to the 1/72 increment setting. The terminal 
apparatus is switched to remote operation and a com 
puter link is established. Normal ?le building and text 
editing operatons are performed. When the text input is 
complete the operator (a) commands the computer 14 
to run off a ?nal copy, (b) changes the print head 107 
to the desired font, (c) sets the proper horizontal spac 
ing increment with lever 205, (d) inserts the sheet 
around the platen 105 for a ?nal copy 300 and (e) 
inputs a carriage return command from the keyboard 
21. ‘The computer 14 then begins transferring the pro 
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12 
cessor information to the printer 11 and stepping mo 
tors l2 and 13 to print out the ?nal copy 300. 
Although the present invention has been described 

with a certain degree of particularity, it is understood 
that the present disclosure has been made by way of 
example and that changes in details of structure may be 
made without departing from the spirit thereof. 
What is claimed is: ’ 
1. In an automatic justifying typewriter including a 

typewriter printer having character printing means 
capable of printing characters of differing horizontal 
widths, printer control means for actuating said charac 
ter printing means to impress selected characters on a 
print-out medium, a rotatable platen for vertical posi 
tioning of the print-out medium, and means for origi 
nating electrical signals corresponding to the character 
to be printed, the improvement comprising: 
incremental drive means for effecting incremental 

horizontal movement between said character print 
ing means and said print-out medium, 

a data source connected to receive said character 
corresponding electrical signals for selectively and 
successively producing coded printing control sig 
nals each corresponding to a particular character 
to be printed and coded spacing control signals 
having a count corresponding to a preselected hori 
zontal space for each respective character to be 
printed, said printer control means, including 
means responsive to each said printing control 
signal to actuate said character printing means to 
print the corresponding character on said print-out 
medium, . 

means including counter means for storing said count 
of said coded spacing control signals, and 

means responsive to said spacing control signals in 
said storing means for causing said incremental 
drive means to effect relative horizontal motion 
between said character printing means and said 
print-out sheet in a number of increments corre 
sponding to the said count of said stored spacing 
control signals. 

2. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 wherein said 
incremental drive means includes a stepper motor cou 
pled for effecting relative horizontal motion between 
said character printing means and said print-out sheet, 
and said spacing control signal responsive means in 
cludes means for introducing to said stepper motor a 
number of actuating pulses corresponding to said count 
stored in said counter. 

3. Apparatus in accordance with claim 2 wherein said 
stepper motor is coupled to said character printing 
means by a variable pitch transmission having a plural 
ity of gear settings selectable for adjusting the width of 
horizontal movement of said character printing means 
for each increment of relative motion of said stepping 
motor. 

4. In an automatic justifying typewriter wherein a 
printer includes a horizontally movable carriage for 
interchangeable mounting of single element print heads 
of variable type fonts, a rotatable platen provided for a 
print-out sheet which is selectively engaged by said 
single element print head, and a keyboard for produc 
ing coded electrical printing signals representative of 
printing and functional operations performed by said 
keyboard including characters, carriage return and 
index, the combination therewith comprising: 

horizontal stepping motor means coupled to said 
carriage and being operative to advance said single 
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element print head in horizontal increments either 
for forward or reversev escapement, said horizontal 
stepping motor means including a horizontal step 
ping motor having an output shaftand horizontal 
drive means on the output shaft of said horizontal 
stepping motor, 7 " 

vertical stepping motor means coupled to said platen 
and operative to rotate said platen in vertical incre 
ments to index said print-out sheet, 

data source means for storing the coded electrical 
printing signals produced by said keyboard includ 
ing processing means for producing a horizontal 
character spacing signal in a number of increments 
proportional to the width of each said character, 
said processing means being further operative to 
produce functional operation signals for word 
spacing after each word received, indexing and 
backspacing, each of said functional operation 
signals including a number of increments corre 
sponding thereto, 

data entry means for successively applying in se 
quence one of said coded printing signals followed 
by at least one of said functional operation signals 
from said data source means, 7 

printer gate means responsive to said data entry 
means for selectively gating said coded printing 
signals from said data entry means to said printer, 

stepping motor gate means responsive to said data 
entry means for selectively gating said functional 
operation signals to one of said horizontal and 
vertical stepping motor means, said stepping motor 
gate means including counter means for storing 
signals ~corresponding to said increments of said 
horizontal character spacing signal and said func 
tional operation signals, and 

control means coupled between said data entry 
means and said printer gate and stepping motor 
gate means to alternately gate said coded printing 
signals to said printer and said functional operation 
signals and character spacing signals to said step 
ping motor gate means‘respectively, said control 
means including means for actuating the print head 
to print a character followed by stepping said hori 
zontal stepping motor means a predetermined 
number of horizontal increments corresponding to 
the number of increments identi?ed by said char 
acter spacing signal and said functional operation 
signals in accordance with the content of said 
counter means. 

5. In an automatic justifying typewriter according to 
claim 4, wherein said control means includes a ?ip-?op 
circuit responsive to the output of said data entry 
means to selectively couple the signals received from 
said processing means of said data source means to said 
printer gate means and said stepping motor gate means. 

6. In an automatic justifying typewriter according to 
claim 4, wherein said stepping motor gate means in 
cludes a step oscillator for generating a train of stepped 
pulses for energizing said horizontal stepping motor in 
accordance with the content of said counter means 
responsive to said character spacing signal as provided 
to control the number of times said step oscillator ener 
gizes said horizontal stepping motor. 

7. In an automatic justifying typewriter according to 
claim 6, said stepping motor gate means including 
means responsive to an indexing signal produced by 
said processing means to disable said horizontal step 
ping 'motor means and energize said vertical stepping 

20 

25 

30 

40 

50 

55 

60 

65 

14 
motor means to advance said vertical stepping motor 
means in vertical increments in accordance with the 
number of counts in said counter means. 

8. In an automatic justifying typewriter according to 
claim 6, said horizontal and vertical stepping motor 
means each'including windings and motor control cir-_ 
cuit means for controlling the sequence of energization 
of the'windings of said horizontal and vertical stepping 
motor means to control the direction of advancement 
'of each of said horizontal and vertical stepping motor 
means. 

9. In proportional printing apparatus including a 
printer having character printing means and printer 
control means for actuating said character printing 
means to impress selected characters on a print-out 
sheet or the like, the improvement comprising: 
coupling means including ?rst gear means for provid 

ing horizontal relative movement between said 
character printing means and said print-out sheet, 

a stepping motor having second gear means attached 
to the output shaft thereof, said ?rst and second 
gear means intermeshing at a plurality of positions 
for providing motion transfer therebetween at dif 
ferent ratios as between said positions, 

means for mounting said stepping motor for pivotal 
and axial movement, 

means for moving said stepping motor in said mount 
ing means for selecting one of said intermeshing 
positions of said ?rst and second gear means, 

a data source for selectively and successively produc 
ing coded printing control signals each correspond 
ing to a particular character to be printed and 
coded spacing control signals including counts 
corresponding to a preselected horizontal space for 
each respective character to be printed, 

said printer control means being operatively asso 
ciated with said character printing means and being 
responsive to each printing control signal to actu 
ate said character printing means to print the said 
character identi?ed thereby, and 

means responsive to each said spacing control signal 
for a character to actuate said stepping motor for 
effecting relative motion by said coupling means in 
increments identified by said counts of said spacing 
control signals and in accordance with the position 
of said selecting means. 

10. Apparatus in accordance with claim 9 wherein 
said ?rst gear means includes a plurality of gears each 
having a different diameter relative to the other of said 
gears of said plurality, said second gear means on said 
stepping motor is a single drive gear, and said selecting 
means includes means for pivoting said stepping motor 
so as to disengage said ?rst and second gear means 
while permittingaxial movement thereof for selecting 
another intermeshing position between said single drive 
gear and one of said plurality of gears. 

11. Apparatus in accordance with claim 10 which 
further includes biasing means for applying a force 
between said ?rst and second gear means in an inter 
meshing direction, said selecting means including 
means for overcoming said biasing means force when 
ever the said intermeshing position is to be changed. 

12. In an automatic justifying typewriter wherein a 
printer includes a horizontally movable carriage for 
interchangeable mounting of single element print heads 
of variable type fonts, a rotatable platen provided for a 
print-out sheet which is selectively engaged by said 
single element print head, and a keyboard including 
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encoding logic means for producing coded printing 
signals representative of printing and functional opera 
tions performed by said keyboard, the combination 
therewith comprising: 

horizontal stepping motor means coupled to said 
carriage and operative to advance said single ele 
ment print head in horizontal increments either in 
forward or reverse escapement, said horizontal 
stepping motor means including a horizontal step 
ping motor having an output shaft, horizontal drive 
means on the output shaft of said horizontal ‘step 
ping motor, and shift means to selectively position 
said horizontal stepping motor and said horizontal 
drive means for a plurality of pitch settings to-con 
form the escapement distance of each step of said 
horizontal stepping motor means to the font size on 
said single element print head, 

said shift means including variable pitch transmission 
means coupled to said horizontal drive means, said 
variable pitch transmission means having a plural 
ity of gear settings corresponding to said plurality 
of pitch settings cooperating with said shift means 
such that said horizontal drive means operates to 
engage one of said gear settings, ' ' 

horizontal stepping motor control means being oper' 
ative to apply stepping pulses to said horizontal 
stepping motor means to control forward and re 
verse stepping of said horizontal stepping motor 
thereby to effect forward and reverse stepping 
escapement of said single element print head for a 
number of steps corresponding to the stepping 
pulses applied to said horizontal stepping motor 
means, 

vertical stepping motor means coupled to said platen 
and operative to rotate said platen in vertical incre 
ments to index said print-out sheet, 

vertical stepping motor control means being opera 
tive to apply stepping pulses to said vertical step 
ping motor means to control indexing of said platen 
for a number of steps corresponding to the stepping 
pulses applied to said vertical stepping motor 
means, 
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data'source‘ means for‘storing said coded printing 
signals and including processing means for deter 
mining the space requirements of each said charac 

‘ ter, for producing a character spacing signal in a 
number of-incrernents proportional to the width of 
each said character, and for producing functional 
operation signals including word spacing signals 
after each word received, a carriage return-signal at 
the end of each line,’ indexing and backspacing 
signals, ' I ’ 

data entry means for successively applying one of 
' said coded printing signals and functonal operation 

~' signals, followed by said character spacing signal 
and after each word signal followed by said-word 
‘spacing signal sequentially from‘ said data source 
means, i ' ' .. ' 

printer gate means for selectively gating said coded 
printing signals from said data entry means to said 
‘printer, ‘said coded printing signals being operative 
with said printer to print said character on said 

' print-out sheet, - ' l - 

stepping motor gate means for selectively gating said 
‘character and word spacing signals to said horizon 
tal stepping motor control means and for selec 
tively gating said functional operation signals to 
said vertical stepping motor control means, said 
stepping motor gate means including a step oscilla 
tor for generating a train of step pulses for energiz 
ing both said vhorizontal and vertical stepping 
motor control means and counter means respon 
sive to said character spacing signal to control the 
number of times the said step oscillator energizes 
the said horizontal stepping motor control means, 
and ’ - ' 

control means between said data entry means, said 
printer gate means and said’ stepping motor gate 
means to alternately gate said coded printing sig 
nals to said printer and said functional operation 
signals and character and word spacing signals to 
said stepping motor gate means respectively to 
operate to print a ‘character followed by‘ stepping 
said horizontal stepping motor means a predeter 
mined number of horizontal increments. 

* * 4: * * 


