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[57] v ABSTRACT 

Cage for a bearing which is only axially insertable from 
one side of a bearing which comprises an inner race 
ring and anouter race ring both provided with an inte 
gral ?ange and rows of rolling elements running in race 
ways between said rings, each two adjacent rolling 
elements out of two rows in circumferential direction 
of the bearing being separated in relation to the next 
pairs of rolling elements by a bearing cage member, 
‘characterized in that said bearing cage-partition mem 
ber has such a shape that it is elastically compressible at 
least in radial direction, such that the rolling elements 
during loading of the bearing both in the same as well 
as in the adjacent race way can take relatively small 
distance differences in relation to each other. 

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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BEARING CAGE 

The invention relates to a bearing cage which is only 
axially insertable from one side of a bearing which 
comprises an inner race ring and an outer race ring 
both provided with an integral ?ange and rows of roll 
ing element running in race ways between said rings, 
each two adjacent rolling elements out of two rows in 
circumferential direction of the bearing being sepe 
rated in relation to the next pairs of rolling elements by 
a bearing cage member. 
A bearing cage of this type is known for example 

from the US. Pat. No. 3,758,180. This patent disclosed 
a bearing cage of the so-called “snap” type provided 
with an annular side member with axially partitions 
projecting from said member. These partitions are gen 
erally parallel to each other and separate pairs of roll 
ing elements. Such a bearing cage is also applied in a 
bearing comprising rings which are integrally provided 
with ?anges. These type of bearings are especially used 
in the transportation techniques mainly as wheel bear 
ings in automobiles. 
The invention now introduces a bearing cage for the 

said type bearing which exposed to high loads and 
suddenly changing bending moments still functions in a 
reliable way. To that end the bearing cage-partition 
member has such a shape that is elastically compress 
ible in radial direction such that the rolling elements 
during loading of the bearing both in the same as well 
as in the adjacent race way can take relatively small 
distance difference in relation to each other. 
According to a preferred embodiment of a bearing 

cage of the aforementioned type which cage comprises 
an annular member with partitions projecting there 
from into snap?ngers for accomodating rolling ele 
ments, said cage is characterized in that a partition is 
provided with one or more recesses. By means of these 
measures a bearing cage according to the invention can 
easily and ?exible adapt itself under different load 
conditions such as changing in rotational speeds of the 
rolling elements in the rows due to the high and sud 
denly changing bending moments which can be gener 
ated in such wheel hub bearings. 
The invention will further be described in connection 

with the drawing by which advantages and other fea 
tures of the invention will appear. 
FIG. 1 is a cross sectional view of a bearing provided 

with a cage according to the invention; 
FIG. 2-4 represent the views of a part of bearing 

cages which can be applied in a bearing according to 
FIG. 1. 
According to FIG. 1 'the bearing comprises an inner 

race ring 2 and an outer race ring 3, both rings being 
provided with an integral ?ange 4, 5 respectively, to 
which for example the hub of a wheel or a part of a 
brake system of a vehicle can be fastened. The bearing 
further comprises two rows (1,11) of rolling elements 
consisting of balls 6,7 resp. mounted on running sur 
faces 8, 8A; 9, 9A resp. of the inner race ring 2 and 
outer race ring 3 resp. The rolling elements being sepa 
rated on speci?ed distances from one another in the 
direction of rotation 'by a bearing cage 10. The inser 
tion of the rolling elements or balls 6 and 7 in such 
bearings is e?‘ected by displacing one of the bearing 
rings eccentrically with regard to the other, thereby 
providing a sickel-shaped gap, permitting the insertion 
of a certain number of balls between the inner and 
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2 
outer ring. Thereafter the rings are centered, and the 
balls distributed around the running faces by inserting 
the bearing cage 10 axially between the balls. In this 
embodiment the balls 6 and 7 are separated in pairs 
(see FIG. 2,3 and 4), each pair being separated from 
the following pair of balls in rows 1 and II by means of 
partitions 11. It is preferable to apply a snap-type bear 
ing cage, the mounting of such bearing cage requiring 
some effort for ?xing the snap-?ngers 12 over the roll 
ing elements or balls. It will be evident that the bearing 
as shown in FIG. 1 will be exposed — at least during 
operation - to considerably changing loads and bend 
ing moments, which often are of a different origin than 
those affecting conventional roller bearings, and which 
involve the risk that the balls in one of the rows will 
rotate at a higher rate than those in the other row. In 
that case relative high frictional forces arise which 
could cause the expelling of the cage out of the bearing. 
FIG. 2 (as well as the FIGS. 3 and 4) shows a part of 

a bearing cage according to the invention made of an 
amide or acetate or similar stable synthetic material. 
The embodiment comprises an annular member 13 
-with partitions l1 projecting from it with at the end of 
each partition two diverging parts or snap?ngers 12. 
The snap ?ngers 12 partly ?t around balls 6 of row I, 
while the balls 7 of row 11 are partly enclosed by re 
cesses 14. This preferably embodiment comprises a 
partition 11 which is provided with an essentially rectan 
gular recess or notch 15 which preferably is arranged 
between the vertical planes through rows I and 11. Ar 
rangement a very advantageous a ?exible partition 
between pairs of rolling elements is achieved, which 
means that differences in distance appearing between 
the rolling elements during loading of the bearing can 
be easily followed by the bearing cage, so that expelling 
of the cage from the bearing is prevented. 
FIG. 3 shows a bearing cage according to the inven 

tion where by the partition-member 11 substantially 
consistsv of strip-like elements 16 and 17 projecting 
from the annular member 13 and partly ?t around the 
rolling elements 6 and 7. The elements 16 and 17 being 
mutually connected by a connecting member 18, or in 
reversed sense; the cage 10 made of a synthetic mate 
rial comprises a partition member 11 provided with 
rectangular recesses or notches (19 and 20) which are 
placed on both sides or the middle (18) of the partition 
(11) having an open end-part to the annular member 
(13) and the snap-?ngers (12) respectively. By this 
addition to the resilient or ?exible adaption of the bear 
ing cage to the mutual changing positions of the rolling 
elements also a “hinge action" is introduced between 
cage parts l6, 17 comprising pairs of rolling elements 
6,7 so that an optimal adaption of the bearing cage 10 
to different load conditions of this type of bearing has 
been achieved. 
FIG. 4 shows a part of a bearing cage according to 

the invention wherein the partition 11 is provided with 
a slot- or groove-like notches 21 and 22 extending on 
relative great distances in axial direction of the bearing. 
By this a bearing cage with an elastic partition member 
11 is obtained which in view of the production is very 
interesting, in other words; this cage can easily be pro 
duced in great quantities without loosing the advan 
tages as described. It is observed that a bearing cage 
according to the invention can be made of different 
materials, for example a reinforced material or a com 
bination of a synthetic material and a metal or glass 
?bre reinforced synthetic material. 



4,004,840 
3 

We claim: . 

'l.-ln a bearing having an inner race. ring and an outer 
race ring, two rows of rolling elements positioned to 
roll between said rings in raceways in said rings, and 
thereby to de?ne twoaxially~spaced planes, with the 
rolling elements in the two rows being positionedto 
form pairs of axially aligned rolling elements, and a 
generally cylindrical bearing cage insertible axially 
from one side of the bearing and having holding means 
for holding separate said pairs of rolling elements and 
circumferentially separating each pair of axially aligned ,_ 
rollingelements from the adjacent pairs of rolling ele 
ments, the improvement wherein said bearing cage 
comprises a plurality of partitions, means connecting 
said partitions with van axially-extending recess de?ned 
between each two adjacent partitions, said cage being 
elastically compressible in the radial direction of said 
bearing, whereby during loading of said rolling ele 
ments in said raceway are moveable relative to ‘each 
other, said cage-further comprising two axially-extend 
ing, diverging snap-?ngers on each of said partitions for 
de?ning said holding means, said partitions having 
radially extending apertures between the planes of the 
two rows‘of rolling elements, wherein said apertures 
comprise a ?rst slot extending axially in each partition 
from one axial end thereof, and a second slot extending 
axially in each of said partitions from the other axial 
end of said bearing cage and circumferentially overlap 
ping said ?rst slot in a region of said partitions between 
said planes. 

'2; In a bearing having an inner race ring and an outer 
race ring, two rows of rolling elements positioned to 
roll between said rings in raceways in said rings, said 
two rows de?ning two axially spaced planes, with the 
rolling elements in the two rows situated as pairs of 
axially aligned rolling elements, and a bearing cage 
insertible axially from one side of said bearing and 
having‘ holding means for holding separate said pairs of 
rolling elements and circumferentially separating each 
pair of axially' aligned rolling elements from the adja 
centpa'ir of rolling elements, the improvement wherein 
said bearing cage comprises an annular unitary mem 
ber- of a ?exible material having axially extending re 
cessesrwhich are closed at one end and open at the 
other, with'partition portions circumferentially separat 
ing'said recesses,eand snap-?ngers ‘extending axially 
from said partition portions, whereby said snap-?ngers 
and recesses de?ne said holding means, said partition 
portions having apertures at least in one region thereof 
between said planes of rolling elements, whereby said 
partitions are elastic and the rolling elements of each 
said pairs as ‘well as adjacent rolling elements in each 
row may be moved relative to each other, said bearing 
cage further comprising an annular portion situated at 
one axial end thereof and de?ning one axial end of said 
apertures with the ?rst of said two planes near this end, 
and said partition, portions have circumferentially 
extending connecting portions in the region of the sec 
ond plane, said connecting portions de?ning the other 
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4 
axial end of said apertures, said apertures extending 
axially through the ‘?rst plane toward said annular por 
tion. 

3. In a bearing having an inner race ring and an outer , 
race ring, two rows of rolling elements positioned to 
roll between said rings in raceways in said rings, said 
two rows de?ning two axially spaced planes,‘ with the 
rolling elements in the two row situated as pairs of 
axially aligned rolling elements, ‘and a bearing cage 
insertible axially from one side of said bearing and 
having holding means for holding separate said pairs of 
rolling elements and circumferentially separating each 
pair of axially aligned rolling elements .from the adja 
cent pair of rolling elements, the improvement wherein 
said bearing cage comprises an annular unitary mem— 
ber of a ?exible material having axially extending re 
cesses which are closed at one end and open at the 
other, with partition portions circumferentially separat 
ing said recesses, and snap-?ngers extending axially 
from said partition portions, whereby said snap-?ngers 
and recesses de?ne said holding means, said partition 
portions having apertures at least in one region thereof 
between said planes of rolling elements, whereby said 
partitions are elastic and the rolling elements of each 
said pairs as well as adjacent rolling elements in each 
row may be moved relative to each other, said aper 
tures de?ning substantially. rectangular recesses ex 
tending from oppositeaxial ends of said bearing cage in 
each said projections, said partition portions having 
circumferentially extending connecting portions sepa 
rating the respective recesses in a region between said 
planes and axially spaced therefrom. 

4. In a bearing having an inner race ring and an outer 
race ring, two rows of rolling. elements positioned to 
roll between said rings in raceways in said rings, said 
two rows de?ning‘two axially spaced planes, with the 
rolling elements ‘in the two rows situated as pairs of 
axially aligned rolling elements, and a bearing cage 
insertible axially from, one side of said bearing and 
having holding means for holding separate said pairs of 
rolling elements and circumferentially separating each 
pair of axially aligned rolling elements from the adja 
cent pairof rolling elements, the improvement wherein 
said bearing cage comprises an annular unitary mem 
ber of a ?exible material having axially extending re 
cesses which are closedat one end and open at the 
other, with partition portions circumferentially separat 
ing said recesses, and snap-?ngers extending axially 
from said partition portions, whereby said snap-?ngers 
and recesses de?ne said holding means, said partition 
portions having apertures at least in one region thereof 
between said planes of rolling elements, whereby said 
partitions are elastic and the rolling elements of each 
said pairs as well as adjacent rolling elements in each 
row may be moved relative to each other, said aper 
tures de?ning circumferentially overlapping slots ex 
tending from opposite axial ends of said bearing cage in 
veach of said partition portions. 

* * * * * 
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