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1 , 

AUDIO COMPRESSOR/LIMITER AMPLIFIER 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

l. Field of the Invention 
Audio compressor ampli?ers are utilized to amplify 

voice and/or tones to provide an output having a prede 
termined constant level. Radio and television broad 
casting stations use audio compression and peak limit 
ing to avoid over-modulation. Audio compressor am 
pli?er circuits are especially useful in apparatus utilized 
with phone lines and two-way radio stations and may, 
for example, be used to provide a predetermined con 
stant level for transmission over a phone line or for 
reception from a phone line. ' 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Prior art audio compressor ampli?ers generally in 

clude an operational ampli?er having a constant gain 
and circuitry connected between the output and the 
input for reducing the signal applied to the input when 
the output exceeds the predetermined constant level 
desired. When an extremely large signal is applied to 
these prior art audio compressor ampli?ers the circuit 
has a tendency to overshoot and reduce the output 
signal to near zero. A short period of time is then re 
quired for the ampli?er to stabilize and return the out 
put signal to the predetermined constant level. Because 
the period of time when the input signal is excessively 
large and when the output signal is zero from over 
shooting is relatively long, relatively severe-distortion 
and loss of audio information occurs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention pertains to an audio compress 
or/limiter ampli?er including an audio ampli?er circuit 
having compressor means connected from the output 
to the input thereof for controlling the input to com 
press signals at the output to a predetermined constant 
level in a predetermined attack time and semiconduc 
tor means connected in said compressor means for 
decreasing the attack time when the output signal ex 
ceeds the predetermined constant level by a predeter 
mined amount, and gain control feedback means con 
nected between the output and input of the ampli?er 
and including semiconductor controlled circuitry for 
reducing the gain of the amplifier and providing a peak 
limiting action when a signal at the output exceeds a 
predetermined value in excess of the predetermined 
constant level. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
audio compressor/limiter ampli?er including means for 
reducing the gain of the ampli?er and provide peak 
limiting action during excessively high input signals to 
reduce the amplitude of the output signals and distor 
tion caused by overdriving the ampli?er, and further 
including compressor means connected between the 
output and the input with a variable R-C time to reduce 
overshooting and the attack time. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide an audio compressor/limiter amplifier which may 
be utilized with ?eld effect transistors to drive phone 
lines and the like and which protects the ?eld effect 
transistors from excessive signals. 
These and other objects of this invention will become 

apparent to those skilled in the art upon consideration 
of the accompanying speci?cation, claims and draw 
mgs. 
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2 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Referring to the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an audio compress» 

or/limiter ampli?er including an embodiment of the 
present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a waveform of an output signal from a prior 

art audio compressor ampli?er; and ' 
FIG. 3 illustrates several waveforms representative of 

output signals from the apparatus of FIG. 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring speci?cally to FIG. 1 the numeral 10 desig 
nates an input terminal to the audio compressor/limiter 
ampli?er. Terminal 10 is connected through a resistor 
11 to a junction 12 which is connected through a series 
connected capacitor 13 and resistor 14 to terminal 2 of 
an operational ampli?er 15. Terminal 2 is the inverting 
input of the operational ampli?er 15. The operational 
amplifier 15 may be any suitable ampli?er commer 
cially available on the market and, in the present em 
bodiment the pin designations coincide with an opera 
tional ampli?er number 748CN, manufactured by Na 
tional Semiconductor, Inc. or operational ampli?er 
ML748CS, manufactured by Microsystems Interna 
tional, Ltd. The output terminal of the operational 
ampli?er 15 is designated 6 and is connected to a junc 
tion 20, which is connected through a capacitor 21 and 
?eld effect transistor gate, generally designated 22, to 
an output terminal 23. A terminal 3 of the operational 
ampli?er 15 is a second or comparison input adapted to 
have a predetermined voltage applied thereto (approxi 
mately 1/2 of the supply voltage in the quiescent state), 
which sets the voltage of the input terminal 2. Terminal 
2 assumes approximately the same potential as terminal 
3 to maintain an input differential ampli?er in balance. 
The terminal 3 is connected through a resistor 25 to an 
audio return or ground terminal 26. A bypass capacitor 
27 is connected in parallel with the resistor 25. The 
input terminal 3 is also connected through a pair of 
series connected resistors 28 and 29 to a terminal 30 
adapted to have a positive voltage supply (not shown) 
attached thereto. Terminal 1 of the operational ampli 
?er 15 is connected through a capacitor 32 to terminal 
8 thereof and terminal 4 is connected to the audio 
ground terminal 26. Terminal 7 of the operational am 
pli?er 15 is connected to the junction of the resistors 
28 and 29 to provide a positive source of voltage to the 
operational ampli?er 15. A relatively large ?lter capac 
itor 33 is connected from the junction of the resistors 
28 and 29 to the audio ground 26. All of these connec 
tions are relatively standard and will not be further 
elaborated upon in this discussion. 
The audio at the output terminal 6 of the operational 

ampli?er 15 is coupled through a capacitor 35 to one 
side of a resistor 36. The other side of the resistor 36 is 
connected to the anode of a diode 37 and the cathode 
of a diode 38. The cathode of the diode 37 is connected 
to the base of an NPN type transistor 39 and the anode 
of the diode 38 is connected to chassis ground 40. The 
diodes 37 and 38 form a recti?er for the audio signals 
applied thereto and a parallel connected resistor 42 
and capacitor 43 connected from the base of the tran 
sistor 39 to ground 40 form a ?lter to supply a DC 
voltage to the base of the transistor 39 varying in accor 
dance with the audio available at the output of the 
operational ampli?er 15,. The collector of the transistor 
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39 is connected through a resistor 45 to the positive 
voltage terminal 30 and the emitter is connected di 
rectly to the base of a second NPN type transistor 46. 
A small capacitor 47 is connected from the base of the 
transistor 39 to the base of the transistor 46. The emit 
ter of the transistor 46 is connected directly to ground 
40 and the collector is connected directly to the junc 
tion 12. The above described circuitry, connected be 
tween the output of the operational ampli?er 15 at 
junction 20 and the input at junction 12, is referred to 
as compressor circuitry. The transistors 39 and 46 op 
erate in response to the DC applied to the bases thereof 
to vary the input signal applied to the terminal 2 of 
operational ampli?er 15, by shunting a portion of the 
input signal to ground, and thereby compressing the 
signal or maintain the output signal at a predetermined 
constant output level. 
Capacitor 43 and resistor 42 form an R-C time con 

stant which controls the release time of the compres 
sor. Capacitor 43 and resistor 36 form an R-C time 
constant which controls the normal attack time of the 
compressor. The “attack time” is de?ned as the time 
after application of a signal, above the threshold of 
compression (compression level), that is required for 
the output to reach 90% of its ?nal amplitude or com 
pression level. The “release time” of the compressor is 
de?ned as the time after the complete removal of a 
signal that is required for the output to reach 63% of 
the ?nal amplitude. lt is desirable for the attack time to 
be as short as possible so that there is a minimum of 
distortion and lost information. Also, it is desirable for 
the release time to be relatively long so that the ampli 
?er does not amplify undesirable noise during normal 
pauses in speech. However, the attack and release 
times have always been interdependent and in prior art 
structures it is necessary to reach a compromise which 
is satisfactory for both times. In the present ampli?er 
the attack time has been substantially reduced while 
the release time is the same or longer than in prior art 
ampli?ers. , 

Semiconductor means, which in this embodiment are 
a ?rst pair of diodes 50 and 51 connected in series and 
the series combination connected in parallel with the 
resistor 36 and a second pair of diodes 52 and 53 con 
nected in series and the series combination connected 
in parallel with the resistor 36 in the opposite orienta 
tion, are utilized to substantially decrease the R-C 
charge time of the capacitor 43 in the compressor cir 
cuit for signals in excess of the compression level. 
When the audio output signal from the operational 
ampli?er l5 exceeds the predetermined constant level 
by a predetermined amount, which in this embodiment 
is two diode drops, the diodes 50-53 conduct and 
quickly reduce the R-C charge time of the capacitor 43 
and, thereby, quickly reduce the output signal to the 
predetermined constant level. However, when the out 
put signal is within the predetermined amount (two 
diode drops) the diodes 50-53 have substantially no 
effect on the circuit and the compressor circuitry be 
tween junction 20 and junction 12 operates in the nor 
mal manner. Two sets of diodes 50-51 and 52-53 are 
used to conduct either polarity of the AC signal around 
the resistor 36. 
A gain control resistor 55 is connected from the 

junction 20 at the output of the operational ampli?er 
15 to the input terminal 2 thereof. The size of the gain 
control resistor 55 determines the amount of feedback 
supplied from the output to the input of the operational 
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4 
ampli?er l5 and, therefore, determines the gain 
thereof. Semiconductor controlled circuitry is con 
nected from the output to the input of the operational 
ampli?er 15 in parallel with the resistor 55 as follows. 
A ?rst string of four series connected diodes 60-63 has 
the anode of diode 63 connected to the junction 20 and 
the cathode of diode 60 connected through a resistor 
64 to ground 40. A second string of four series con 
nected diodes 65-68 has the cathode of diode 68 con 
nected to the junction 20 and the anode of diode 65 
connected through a resistor 69 to the positive voltage 
terminal 30. The anode of a ?rst diode 75 is connected 
to the junction of the resistor 64 and the cathode~of the 
diode 60 and the cathode of the diode 75 is connected 
to the anode of a second diode 76, the cathode of 
which is connected to the junction of the resistor 69 
and the anode of the diode 65. The junction between 
the diodes 75 and 76 is connected through a resistor 77 
to the input terminal 2 of the operational ampli?er 15. 
When the output signal at the junction 20 exceeds four 
diode drops in either a maximum or a minimum direc 
tion the diodes 75 or 76 begin to conduct and connect 
a high resistance in parallel with the resistor 55 to lower 
the gain of the operational ampli?er 15 somewhat. 
When the output signal at the junction 20 exceeds ?ve 
diode drops, in either a maximum or minimum direc 
tion, the diodes 75 or 76 are in full conduction and the 
resistor 77 is connected in parallel with the resistor 55 
which reduces the gain of the operational ampli?er 15 
to approximately one. Thus, extremely high signals 
applied at the input terminal 2 of the operational ampli 
?er 15 are limited to a predetermined value in excess of 
the predetermined constant level. This limiting is sub 
stantially instantaneous and prevents overdriving the 
ampli?er 15._Because of the limiting action the ampli 
?er 15 does not operate in saturation in any normal 
mode and there is less tendency to square-off the peaks 
of output signals. This improves the quality of opera 
tion since square output signals produce distortion and 
the high harmonic content therein interferes with adja 
cent channels in radio-telephone systems. In the pre 
sent embodiment the output signal is limited to approx 
imately a ?ve diode drop maximum deviation in either 
direction (approximately 3.5 volts) and the predeter 
mined constant level is approximately a one volt devia 
tion in either direction. 

In the present embodiment a 24 volt supply is con 
nected to the power terminal 30. All of the diodes 37, 
38, 50-53, 75-76, 60-63 and 65-68 are silicon semi 
conductor diodes. The resistors and capacitors have 
the following values: 

Resistor 25 47K ohms 
28 47K 
ll 47K Ohms 
14 10K 
29 2.7K 
36 27K 
42 390K 
45 lK 
55 1.5 Meg. 
64 lOK 
69 18K 
77 10K 

Capacitor 13 .05 pf 
21 L0 
27 I0 
32 10 Pf 
33 15 at 
35 1.0 
43 4.7 
47 .001 
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These values provide approximately 9 volts bias at the 
input terminal 3,. which biases input terminal} at 9 
volts and the audio output at terminal-6. to 9 volts. 
Thus, in this embodiment the semiconductor con 
trolled circuitry begins to reduce the gain of the opera 
tional ampli?er 15 when the signals reach a maximum 
amplitude of approximately V1 1.4 volts‘ 'and a minimum 
amplitude of 6.6 volts. While speci?c values. of voltages‘ 
and components are described it should be understood 
that these are only-exemplary and any values may be 
utilized which will provide the desired results. Also, the 
speci?c number of diodes utilized in the various cir 
cuits 'may‘ be ‘changed to provide different predeter 
mined values. ' A Y ' ' 

1 .Thus', because ‘the output signal at the junction 20 is 
limited to a‘ma‘ximum deviation of approximately 3.5 
volts in either polarity, the gate 22 is protected from 
receiving too large a signal and leaking through the 
?eld effect transistor. Further, because the deviation of 
the audio signal at the junction 20‘n‘eve'r exceeds the 
predetermined amount, approximately 3.5 volts, the 
compressor circuitry requires a much shorter time to 
return the signal to the predetermined constant level. 
Also, because the ampli?er 15 operates linearly sub 
stantially all the time the output peaks are not squared 
and the high harmonic content of the square waves is 
eliminated. Thus, distortion and interference are sub 
stantially reduced. 

Referring to FIG. 2, a typical output waveform from 
a prior art audio compressor ampli?er is illustrated. 
From this waveform it can be seen that the initial un 
limited output signal has an excessive deviation in both 
polarities with the peaks of the signals squared by over 
driving of the ampli?er, which signal will leak through 
any ?eld effect transistor gates to which it is applied. 
Also, because of the excessive deviation the compres 
sor circuitry tends to overshoot and reduce the output 
of the operational ampli?er to nearly zero, after which 
a substantial period of time is required for the output to 
build up to the desired output level. During the over 
shoot the audio is lost and, as can be seen in FIG. 2, a 
DC shift is produced which can cause an annoying 
“pop” in a speaker. Typically, for an input that is 20 
DB higher than required to produce the desired output 
(20 DB above the compression level), the attack time, 
or the time elapsed between the beginning of the exces 
sive output wave and the return to the desired output 
level, requires as much as 100 milliseconds. 
Referring to FIG. 3, three different waveforms A, B 

and C are illustrated wherein 1O, 20 and 40 DB signals 
above the compression level, respectively, were applied 
to the input terminal 10 of the circuitry in FIG. 1. It can 
be seen from FIG. 3 that the output signals were all 
limited to a maximum deviation of approximately 3.5 
volts and, because of the diodes 50-53 in the compres 
sor circuitry, the attack time is decreased to a near 
optimum. In waveform A of FIG. 3, for example, the 
attack time is approximately 5 milliseconds. Similarly 
in waveform B of FIG. 3, where 20 DB of signal above 
compression level is applied to the input terminal 10, 
the attack time is only 20 milliseconds as compared to 
the 100 milliseconds required in the prior art circuitry 
illustrated by the waveform in FIG. 2. Further, the DC 
shift has been eliminated so that there is substantially 
no loss of audio and no pops in the speaker. Signals at 
twice the ?nal compression level are in a linear range 
(low distortion) of the ampli?er and are usable even 
though they are higher than the compression level. 
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Therefore, the practical attack time of the I present 
ampli?er is actually reduced to) less than half the value 
shown. Thus, it can be seen that the present‘ci'rcuitry is 
a substantial improvement in audio compressor ampli 
?e'rs since the output is limited to protect ?eld effect 
transistor gates attached thereto and the attack time is 
‘substantially decreased to reduce the amount of infor 
mation lost and distortion caused by overdr‘iving. 
While we have shown and described a' specific em 

bodiment of this invention, further modi?cations ‘and 
improvements will occur to those skilled in the art. We 
desire it to be understood, therefore, that this invention 
is not‘limited to the particular form shown and we 
intend in the appended claims to cover all modi?ca 
tions which do not depart from the spiritand scope of 
this invention. ' 

We claim: . 

I 1. An, audio compressor ampli?er comprising; , 
a. an audio ampli?er circuit having an output and an 

input; . 

b. compressor means connected from the output to 
the input of said ampli?er circuit for controlling 
the input of said ampli?er circuit to compress sig 
nals at the output to a predetermined constant level 
in a predetermined attack time; 

c. semiconductor means connected in said compres 
sor means for decreasing the attack time when the 
output signal exceeds the predetermined constant 
level by a predetermined amount; 

(1. gain control feedback means connected from the 
output to the input of said ampli?er circuit for 
controlling the gain thereofyand 

e. semiconductor controlled circuitry connected to 
the output of said ampli?er circuit and said gain 
control feedback means for controlling said gain 
control feedback means to reduce the gain of said 
ampli?er circuit when a signal at the output ex~ 
ceeds a predetermined value in excess of the prede 
termined constant level. 

2. An audio compressor ampli?er as claimed in claim 
1 wherein the audio ampli?er circuit includes an opera 
tional ampli?er. 

3. An audio compressor ampli?er as claimed in claim 
2 wherein the gain control feedback means includes a 
?rst resistor. 

4. An audio compressor ampli?er as claimed in claim 
3 wherein the semiconductor controlled circuitry in 
cludes a second resistor and a pair of diodes connected 
to be normally reverse biased and to be forward biased 
by a signal a predetermined value in excess of the pre 
determined constant level at the ampli?er output, said 
diodes connecting said second resistor in parallel with 
said ?rst resistor in the forward biased condition. 

5. An audio compressor ampli?er as claimed in claim 
1 wherein the compressor means includes rectifying 
and ?ltering circuitry for converting an AC signal at the 
output of the ampli?er circuit to a DC control signal 
and a transistor connected to the input of the ampli?er 
circuit and controlled by the DC control signal for 
varying the amount of signal applied to the input of the 
ampli?er circuit. . 

6. An audio compressor ampli?er as claimed in claim 
5 wherein the rectifying and ?ltering circuitry has a 
resistance in series therewith for providing a predeter 
mined attack time in the compressor means and the 
semiconductor means includes a plurality of diodes 
connected in parallel with said resistance for bypassing 



7 
said resistance with signals larger than a predetermined 
value in excess of the predetermined constant level. 

7. An audio compressor ampli?er as claimed in claim 
6 wherein the plurality of diodes includes at least two 
diodes connected in series and the series circuit con 
nected in parallel with the resistance in a ?rst direction 
and at least two more diodes connected in series and 
the series circuit connected in parallel with the resis 
tance in a second direction for bypassing signals of 
either polarity. _ 

8. An audio compressor ampli?er comprising: 
a. an operational ampli?er having an output and an 
.input; 

b. rectifying and ?ltering circuitry for converting an 
AC signal at the output of said operational ampli 
?er to a DC control signal and a transistor con 
nected to the input of said operational ampli?er 
and controlled by the DC control signal for varying 
the amount of signal applied to the input of said 
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operational ampli?er to compress ‘signals at the 
output to a predetermined constant level; 

c. ?rst resistance means in series with said rectifying 
and ?ltering circuitry for providing a predeter 
mined‘ attack time and a plurality of’ diodes con 
nected in parallel with said ?rst resistance means 
for bypassing vsaid ?rst resistance means with sig 
nals larger than a predetermined value in excess of 
the predetermined constant level; 

(1. second resistance means connected from the out 
put to the input of said operational ampli?er for 
controlling the gain thereof; and 

e. semiconductor controlled circuitry including third 
resistance means connected to the output of ‘said 
operational ampli?er and to said second resistance 

' means for connecting the third resistance means in 
parallel with said second resistance means to re 
duce the gain of said operational ampli?er when a 
signal at the output exceeds a predetermined value 
in excess of the predetermined constant level. 

* * * * * 


