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[57] ' ABSTRACT 

A disposable diaper having an inside surface for direc 
tion toward an infant and an outside surface is pro 
vided with adhesive tabs, each tab having an adhesive 
coating on one face thereof. Each tab has a ?rst end 
portion which is permanently attached to a marginal 
portion of the diaper‘outside surface by means of the 
adhesive coating, and an opposite end portion which is 
divided longitudinally into a central strip and a pair of 
marginal strips ?anking the central strip. The marginal 
strips are permanently attached to a marginal portion 
of the diaper inside surface by means of the adhesive 
coating. A release layer is releasably adhered to the 
adhesive coating on the central strip and removable 
therefrom, whereby the central strip provides a se— 
curement means for fastening the diaper about an 
infant. 

11 Claims, 11 Drawing Figures 
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DIAPER WITH DIVARICATED 
ADHESIVE TABS ‘ ' 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION‘ 
This invention relates todisposable diapers.‘ More 

particularly,_this invention relates to disposable diapers 
adapted to be secured in place by adhesive tabs. 7 
Disposable diapers provide substantial advantages in 

convenience over diapers intended to be laundered and 
reused, particularly when they are used away from 
home. In recent years, many different disposable dia 
pers have been proposed and some have been success 
ful in the marketplace. Typical disposable diaper struc 
tures comprise a moisture-retaining layer of high liq 
uid-holding capacity‘v and a moisture-impervious back 
ing sheet, generally made of a plastic film such aspoly 
ethylene film or the like. Typical disposable diaper 
structures are shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,612,055 to 
Mesek et al. and in U.S. Pat. No. Re. 26,151 to Ducan 
et al. . ' ' 

As may be seen from the above-cited patents, it is 
desirable to obviate the problems that are inherent in 
closure'systems which utilize extraneous fasteners such 
as safety pins, snaps and zippers. To this end adhesive 
closure systems have presented acceptable solutions. 

In order to protectthe adhesive surfaces .of the tape 
tabs, usually'a cover strip having a release surface is 
applied ‘over ‘these adhesive surfaces for subsequent 
removal when the diaper is about to be used. However, 
such tabs usually project beyond the con?nes of the 
diaper to a considerable extent'and interfere with the 
efficient manufacture and packaging of the diaper. 

. In an attemptto solve the foregoingproblems, U.S. 
Pat. No. 3,776,234 to Hoey. proposes to fold the tab 
over on itself at the diaper’s edge and to adhesively 
attach a portion 'of the folded-over tab segment to an 
inwardly-folded margin of the diaper backing sheet in 
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order to keep the tab ?at against the diaper, and thus . 
from interfering with the manufacturing machinery and 
withthe subsequent folding and packaging operations. 
This requires that the edge of the diaper backingsheet 
befolded over to present an attachment surface at the 

40 

front or inside face of ‘the diaper, anda relatively in- = 
volved' tab design is necessary for this purpose. Also, 
undesirable tearing of the diaper facing fabricxmay 
result if such a tab is inadvertently adhesively attached 
to .the facing fabric of the diaper during manufacture. 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,750,669 to DeLuca shows a fastening 
tape provided with an'adhesive end portion which ex 
tends, beyond a cover-strip for the tape and which is 
attached to’ a diaper inner covering or facing. However, 
such an adhesive end portion, when attached to a fi 
brous, ‘non-woven. facing fabric is likely to tear the‘ 
‘facing fabric upon separation therefrom. 

U.S_._ Pat. No. 3,646,937 to Gellert shows a fastening 
tab which is provided with a release surface perma 
nently bonded to the insidesurface of the diaper. One 
of the problems of the Gellert arrangement, as well as 
all of the other above~cited patents, is that the adhesive 
tape fasteners arev permanently attached to only one 
surface of the diaper, generally the outside surface of 
the backing sheet, and thus all of the force exerted on 

the tape fastener and the diaper backing sheet. } 
The tape fastener in U.S Pat. No. 3,848,594 to Buell 

is attached to both the front and back surfaces of the 
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.the tapefastener duringsecurement or as the infant I 
. moves about is directed to the joint between one end‘of 65 

diaper, but has the disadvantage in that each tape fas 
teneris comprised of at least two separate tape seg~ 
mentswhich are joined together, thereby adding com 
plexities and expense to the manufacturing process. 
The adhesive fastener disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 

3,833,456 to 'Reed et al. can also be attached to both 
the front and back surfaces of a substrate. This fastener 
has the disadvantages, however, of comprising two 
coextensive webs with each web having an adhesive 
coating" extending along substantially all of one face. 
The lower web has a release coating along a portion of 
the opposite face so that a portion of the adhesive 
‘coating on the upper web is releasably secured thereto I 
.andthe rest‘ of the adhesive coating bonds the two webs 
together. Since two webs are required, the fastener is 
bulky in the folded con?guration, and is relatively ex 
pensive to manufacture. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In this invention, a divaricated adhesive tab is used to 
secure the diaper on an infant and is made of a single 
tape segment having a pressure sensitive adhesive coat 
ing on one face thereof. A ?rst end portion of the tape 
segment is permanently attached to the diaper backing 
sheet, and the opposite end portion is folded over a 
longitudinal edge of the diaper and is divided longitudi 
nally into a central strip and two marginal strips. The 
marginal strips are permanently attached to the diaper 
inside surface by means of the adhesive coating. A 
release surface is provided betweenhthe central strip 
andv the diaper inside surface, and the central strip is 
‘releasably adhered thereto. The release surface may 
comprise a release coating printed or otherwise depos 
ited on a portion of the diaper inside surface, a release 
strip having a release coating on one face thereof and 
an adhesive coating on the opposite face by means of 
which the release strip is adhered to the diaper, a re 
lease strip having a release coated and wider than the 
central strip but narrower than the opposite end por 
tion of the tab so that the marginal strips anchor the 
release strip to the diaper inside surface, or other suit 
able means for releasably adhering the central strip to 
the diaper. 
The divaricated tape tabs of the present invention are 

secured to opposite surfaces of the diaper yet remain 
?at against the diaper when in the folded con?guration 
and will not interfere with the manufacturing machin 
ery and the subsequent folding and packaging opera 
tions. Additional features of this invention include the 
utilization of an integral adhesive tab which is inexpen 

' sive and simple to manufacture, and permanent attach~ 
ment‘ of the tab toyboth the diaper backing sheet and 
the diaper inside surface so that when stress imposed 
on thecentral strip which fastens the diaper causes the ' 
diaper backing sheet to yield or stretch, a portion of the 
,stress is transmitted to the inside surface of the diaper 
thereby reducing‘the possibility of premature rupture 
of the backing sheet. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is _a fragmentary perspective view of an open 
unfolded diaper in accordance with one embodiment of 
the invention; 

. FIG. 2 is ‘an enlarged cross-sectional view of the dia~ 
per of FIG; 1 taken along plane 2-2; 

. FIG. ,3 is an enlarged‘ cross-sectional view similar to 
_ FIG, 2 and illustrating the tape tab in its folded over 
closed position; 
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FIG. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the dia 
per of FIG. 1 taken along plane 4-4; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view similar to 

FIG. 1 illustrating an alternate embodiment of the in 
vention; 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional 

view of the diaper of FIG. 5 taken along plane 6-6; 
FIG. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional 

view of the diaper of FIG. 5 taken along plane 7-7; 
FIG. 8 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view similar to 

FIGS. 1 and 5 illustrating another embodiment of the 
invention; ‘ 
FIG. 9 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional 

view of the diaper of FIG. 8 taken along plane 9.—9‘; 
FIG. 10 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional 

view of the diaper of FIG. 8 taken along plane 10—l0; 
and - ' 

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of the diaper of FIG. 1 
in a configuration assumed by the diaper when placed 
about an infant. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 
In the following description, two digit numerals are 

used to refer to the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 
1-4 and 11, three digit numerals 100-199 are used to 
refer to the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 5-7, and 
three digit numerals 200-299 are used to refer 'to the 
embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 8-10. The same last 
two digits in each numeral designate similar elements in 
the various embodiments. 
Disposable diaper 10, illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 11, is 

of substantially quadrilateral con?guration and pre 
sents inside surface 12 for directiontoward an infant 
and outside’ surface 14 for direction away from the 
infant. Adhesive tabs such as tab 16 are attached to 
diaper 10 for securing diaper 10 about an infant. Tab 
16 is provided with a pressure-sensitive adhesive coat 
ing 18 extending over substantially all of one face 
thereof. 

Referring to FIGS. 1, 2 and 11, diaper 10 comprises 
a moisture-retaining layer made of moisture-pervious 
facing sheet 20 which de?nes the diaper inside surface 
12, overlying the absorbent pad 22, and backing sheet 
24 which is made of a moisture-pervious material and 
de?nes the diaper outside surface 14. Absorbent pad 
22 is somewhat smaller than backing sheet 24 and is 
centrally disposed thereon; however, absorbent pad 22 
can be made co-extensive with backing sheet 24, if 
desired. Facing sheet 20 is substantially coextensive 
with backing sheet 24. Both facing sheets 20 and pad 
22 can be anchored to backing sheet 24 by means of 
adhesive beads, glue spots, or in any other convenient 
manner. For example, if backing sheet 24 is made of a 
thermoplastic material, facing sheet 20 and pad 22 can 
be attached thereto by heat bonding. 
As illustrated in FIGS. 1-4, adhesive tab 16 has fixed 

end portion 28 which is permanently attached by 
means of adhesive coating 18 to backing sheet 24 on 
the diaper outside surface 14 at a marginal location 
thereon, and an opposite end portion 30 which is di 
vided longitudinally into at least three separate strips 
comprising a central strip 32 and a pair of marginal 
strips 34 and 36 on opposite sides of central strip 32. 
Marginal strips 34 and 36 flank the central strip 32 and 
are permanently attached to facing sheet 20 on the 
diaper inside surface 12 at a marginal location thereon 
by means of adhesive coating 18. Strips 32, 34 and 36 
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4 
are formed by longitudinally cutting opposite end por 
tion 30 of tab 16 into the desired number of strips. 
Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, tab 16 is folded about 

longitudinal edge 38 of diaper 10, and end portions 28 
and 30 of tab 16 preferably are about equal in length. 
Central strip 32 provides a securement means for fas 
tening the diaper about an infant and can be moved 
from the closed position of FIG. 3 to the open position 
of FIG. 2 - 

If the backing sheet is a thermoplastic web, ?xed end 
28 can also be attached to backing sheet 24 by heat 
bonding in which case adhesive coating 18 is coexten 
sive only with opposite end 30. 
A release means providing a release surface or layer 

is provided for releasable adhesion to adhesive coating 
18 carried on central strip 32. This invention contem 
plates various embodiments in which a release surface 
or layer is provided between adhesive coating 18 on 
central strip 32 and diaper inside surface 12 which is 
juxtaposed to central strip 32 when the central strip is 
in the folded over closed position. In the embodiment 
illustrated in FIGS. l-4, release layer 40 is a surface 
coating on a portion of the diaper inside surface 12. 
Release layer 40 is positioned between marginal strips 
34 and 36 and is preferably about the same width as 
central strip 32. Preferably the release layer 40 com 
prises a silicone release compound and is at least as 
long as central strip 32. Thus, a user can grasp the distal 
end 42 of central strip 32 and pull the central strip 
outwardly from the closed position illustrated in FIG. 3 
tothe open position illustrated in FIG. 2 so as to expose 
adhesive coating 18, whereby central strip 32 may be 
employed to secure diaper 10 about an infant. 
When central strip 32 is superposed on the diaper 

inside surface 12, it is important that the adhesive coat 
ing 18 on central strip 32 avoids contact with any por 
tion of the diaper inside surface 12 or the adjacent 
marginal strips 34 and 36 so that central strip 32 is 
easily releasable from release layer 40 to secure the 
diaper about an infant. Since central strip 32 is prefer 
ably formed from an integral tape segment which is cut 
along a portion of the longitudinal length to provide 
strips32, 34 and 36, central strip 32 does not overlap 
either of the marginal strips 34 and 36. Furthermore, 
release layer 40 extends between the inner edges 60 
and 62 of marginal strips 34 and 36 and, desirably, is 
longer than central strip 32 to insure that the central 
strip will not contact the diaper inside surface 12. 

In the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 5-10, the 
release surface comprises a ribbon segment or release 
strip having a release coated surface on one face. The 
release strip is anchored to the diaper inside surface 12 
between marginal strips 34 and 36 by means of an 
adhesive or the like. Referring specically to FIGS. 5-7, 
disposable diaper 110 is provided with a release strip 
144 having a release coated surface on face 146 and an 
adhesive coating 148 on the opposite face by means of 
which release strip 144 is anchored to the diaper inside 
surface 112. Release strip 144 preferably is of about 
the same width as central strip 132 and is positioned 
between marginal strips 134 and 136. 
Another embodiment is illustrated in FIGS. 8-10 

wherein diaper 210 has release strip 250 having a re 
lease coated surface on face 252 which is directed in 
the same direction as diaper inside surface 212. Oppo 
site face 254 of release strip 250 adjoins diaper inside 
surface 212. Release strip 250 has a width greater than 
the width of central strip 232 and less than the width of 



opposite end portion 230 of tab 216. As best illustrated 
in FIG. 10, marginal portions of release/strip 250 adja 
cent to edges 256 and 258 thereof are ‘dis'posedfbe 
tween the diaper inside surface'2l2 and the inner edge 
portions 260 and 262 of marginaF‘strips‘ 234 and 236. 
Marginal strips 234 and 236 are permanently attached 
to diaper inside surface 212~and to release; strip 250 by 
means of adhesive coating 218. In this 'manner release 
strip 250 is anchored to diaper inside surface 212. 
However, the release strip can also" be a'separate piece _ 

prepared for use. , 
Various means can be provided t'o'facilitate gripping 

the distal end 42 of central strip 32 in order ",to’lift 
central strip‘ 32 from the anchored release surface-As 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 5,,rel‘ea'se layer ?ier-release 
strip 144 can have a longitudinaldimension greater 
than the length of central strip 32th enable a use'r to 
more ‘easily grasp distal end 42 of central strip'32. 

whichis removed and discarded ‘when the diaper is 

Alternatively, as illustrated in FIGS.'1 and 2', tab 16 can , 
be provided with an extension adjacent the distal end 
42 of ‘central strip 32, with thee'xtension' projecting 
outwardly beyond adhesive coating '18. The extension 
provides a gripping means for removing central strip_32 
from release layer 40-'-wh_en ‘fastening the'dia'per'about 
an infant. ln FIGS. 8-10, a terminal segment of 'distal 
end 242 is folded over ,upon itself so that adhesive 
coating 218 is juxtaposed to itself. Two or more'of the 
above modifications may be simultaneously u'tiliied to 
facilitate gripping the distal'end of central strip 32. ' 
Adhesive tabs suitable for the purposes of the present 

invention can be made from a wide variety of materials, 
provided that such materials are'suf?ciently ?exible. 
Preferred materials for this‘ purpose are polyalky'le'ne 
webs such as polyethylene sheet, polypropylene sheet, 
and the like. Particularly preferred are webs which are 
oriented along the narrow, dimension of the tab or webs 
which have filament reinforcements therein. “_ v 
The pressure-sensitive adhesive layers such as adhe 

sive coating 18 are provided by applying a coating of a ,_ 
pressure-sensitive adhesive composition ‘known in the 
art to the appropriate surface of 'tab 16. The applied 
adhesive shall have good tack, good cohesivestreng'th, 
good resistance to moisture and go‘od"lresistance "to 
aging. Illustrative of such adhesive compositions are U 
mixtures of natural or synthetic rubber, zinc oxide, and 
various resins, also latices of natural or synthetic rub 
ber, or water dispersions or acrylic tacky polymers vor 
copolymers, and the like. 
Release strips 144 and 250 can be made from smooth ‘,1, 

plastic film having a relatively non-adhering surface, ' 
from paper coated with a silicone release compound, or 
from similar release materials. A number of appropri 
ate release coatings may be used with the present in 
vention. Examples of such coatings are disclosed in 
U.S. Pat. No. 2,822,290 to Webber; U.S. Pat. No.‘ 
2,880,862 to Sermattei; and U.S. Pat. No. 2,985,554 to 
Dickard. 
Several different types of facing materials may be 

used for diaper facing sheet 20. For example, facing M 
sheet 20 may be made up of a mixture of fibers consist-' 
ing predominantly of inexpensive short cellulosic fibers 
such as wood pulp fibers or cotton linters, in amounts 
of about 75% to about 98%, the balance being textile 
length fibers such as rayon as described in US. Pat. No. 
3,663,348 to Liloia et al. 
Facing sheet materials suitable for use in this inven 

tion can have fabric weights in the range of about 1 to 
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5 o'z./_yd.2 and‘ densities 'of‘less than 0.15 g./cc., gener 
ally in thejrangebetween' [0.05 and 0.1 g./cc. The dry 
r'streng'th of’the facing sheet for afabric' having afw'eight 
brawn: 1E5 ozi'lyd.2v is at least 0.15 lbs./in.‘of width in 
"the machine direction and 'at’least 0.1 lbs/in. of vwidth 
‘in’ the crossfdirection. Such fabrics have unusually good 
elongation,’ loft, softness, and drape-characteristics in 
eom‘pari'sonlto" prior products incorporating any ‘sub 
“sfantial amount‘of short fibers. 3 r - ‘ 

'= »I*"_acing'sheet 20 _may also be ‘made of "an apertured, 
no‘nwoven-‘fabric which is ‘formed, for‘: example, in ac 
cordance with the teachings of commonly assigned 
U.S. Patip‘Nosi 2,862,251; 3,081,514 and 3,081,515. 
Brie?y; ‘such fabrics are foraminous structures wherein ' 
groupsior groupings of ?bers have been rearranged 
from a afibrouswnonwoven startingzweb'into positions 
surrounding less dense fabric portions by passage of a 
?uid through the starting material. The ?bers within 
the groupings are mechanically interlocked, ‘and may 
be ‘arranged into various patterns, as is well known by 

' .those'skill'ed in-‘the art: A suitable. binder maybe uti 
lized to help retain the ?bers in their rearranged loca 
tions, as is also well knownby thoseskilled in the art. 
‘The fabric can be madel of .naturally occurring ?bers, 
synthetic fibers,“ or-,_ blends thereof. Typical facing 
sheets, made.,of a polyester-typematerial can‘have a 
weight of about 0.75 oz./yd.’.v , 
. - vIn addition, facingsheet-ZO can be formed of anon 
aperturedmaterial, such as ‘a nonwoven isotropicweb, 

_ or the likeln all of the aforementioned facing materi 
alshthe material should beyrelatively hydrophobic so as 
to retard within the facing layer. ‘ 

, .lstureleabsorbent fibrous, pad or batt ‘20, 
y is's'ubstaritially rectangular in shape but 

smallerlthari the facirjg sheet and the backing sheet, can 
be formed in accordancelwiththe teachings of U.S. Pat. 
‘No. 3,612,055: to Mesek et al. ‘If desired, a highly'inois 
lure-"absorbent layei" can be provided substantially co 
extensive with backing’ sheet 24' and facing sheet 20. 
v, A_ ‘suitable, backing sheet material‘ for the diapers 
L'erribodying the‘ "present invention can be an ‘opaque 
'polyethyle'ne‘i'web about 01001inchthick'. Another 
suitable material for ‘I this purpose is'a polyethylene 
'ter'e’phthalate was having-a thickness of about 0.0005 
inch.‘ Typical‘disposalile diapers-which can be “fitted 
with tab-type adhesive‘faste'ners described hereinaboiie 
are shown in U.S. PatfNo. 3,612,055 to Mesek et al. 
and in U.S. Pat. No. 3,683,916 to Mesek et al. Other 
suitable disposable diaper structures which can be im 
proved by the present tab-type fasteners are shown in 
U.S. Pat. No. Re. 26,151 to Duncan et al. 

In use, a diaper equipped with the adhesive fasteners 
of the present invention is applied to the infant by 
laying out the diaper on a suitable ?at surface and ‘ 
placing the infant thereon so that the waist-underlying 
end of the diaper is that having the fastener means‘. The 
other end of the diaper then extends downwardly be 
tween the infant’s less. Next, the downwardly extending 
end of the diaper is brought up between the-infant’s 
legs to a position contiguous with the front of the in 
fant’s waist. The diaper is thereafter secured to the 
infant by placing the corners of the waist portion of the 
abdomen-covering end as far around the infant‘s waist 
as they will go and by bringing the corners of the under 
lying end of the diaper into an overlapping relationship 
with the aforementioned corners so that the diaper 
snugly encircles the infant’s waist and provides a cus 
tom fit. The adhesive fasteners are then prepared for 
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use by pulling central strips 32 and 32' away from their 
temporary engagement with release layer 40 on facing 
sheet 20, grasping the exposed central strips and pull 
ing the central strips away from the release layer which 
is releasably adhered to the adhesive coating 18 on the 
central strips and removable therefrom. The tabs are 
then used to secure the diaper in the desired position by 
simply urging the pressure-sensitive adhesive surfaces 
in contact with the adjacent outer surface of the diaper. 
The applied diaper assumes the con?guration illus 
trated in FIG. 11. 
The foregoing description and the drawing are illus~ 

trative but are not to be taken as limiting. Still other 
variations and modi?cations ‘are possible without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the present inven 
tion. ~ ~ . 

I claim: ‘ - > 

1. A disposable diaper having an inside surface for 
direction toward an infant, a moisture-impervious 
backing sheet defining a diaper outside surface, and an 
adhesive tab means comprising: " 
an elongated tape segment provided with a pressure 

sensitive adhesive coating on one face thereof and 
having first and second end portions, 

said first end portion of said tape segment being per 
manently attached by means of said adhesive coat 
ing to said outside surface at a marginal location 
thereon and said second end portion being divided 
longitudinally into at least three separate strips 
comprising a central strip and ‘a pair of marginal 
strips on opposite sides of said central strip, ‘ 

said central strip providing securement means for 
fastening the diaper about said infant and said mar 
ginal strips being adhesively attached to said diaper 
inside surface at a marginal location thereon, and 

release means providing a release surface releasably 
adhered to the adhesive coating on' said central. 
strip and removable therefrom. 

2. The disposable diaper as de?ned in claim 1 
wherein said ?rst and second end portions of said tape 
segment are about equal in length. 

3. The disposable diaper as de?ned in claim 1 
wherein said release means is anchored to said diaper 
inside surface between said‘ marginal strips. 
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4. The disposable diaper as de?ned in claim 1 
‘wherein said release means is a coating on a portion of 
said diaper inside surface. 

5. The disposable diaper as de?ned in claim 4 
wherein said release coating comprises a silicone re 
lease compound. 

7 6. The disposable diaper as de?ned in claim 1 
wherein said release means comprises a ribbon segment 
having a release coating on one face and adhesively 
affixed to the inside surface of the diaper. 

7. The disposable diaper as de?ned in claim 6 
wherein said ribbon segment is provided with a pres 
sure sensitive adhesive coating on a face opposite the 
face bearing the release coating, and wherein said rib 
bon segment is permanently attached to saidv diaper 
inside surface by said adhesive coating. 

8. The , disposable diaper as de?ned in claim 6 
wherein said ribbon segment has a width greater than 
the width of said central strip and less than the width of 
said‘ second end portion of said tape segment, and 
wherein opposite edge portions of said ribbon segment 
are disposed between said diaper inside surface and 
adjacent edge portions of said marginal strips, and 
wherein said ribbon segment is attached to said diaper 
inside surface by said marginal strips. 

9. The disposable diaper as de?ned in claim 1 
wherein a segment of the distal end of said central strip 
is folded over to provide a gripping means for removing 
said central strip from said release surface when fasten 
ing said diaper about said infant. 

10. The disposable diaper as de?ned in claim 1 
wherein said release surface has a longitudinal dimen 
sion greater than said central strip to facilitate gripping 
said central strip for removing said central strip from 
said release surface when fastening said diaper about 
said infant. 

11. The combination as de?ned in claim 1 wherein 
said tape segment is provided with an extension adja 
cent the distal end of said central strip, said extension 
projecting beyond said adhesive coating on said one 
face of said tape segment, whereby said extension pro 
vides a gripping means for removing said central strip 
from said release layer when fastening said diaper 
about said infant. 

* =l= * * * 


