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[57] ABSl RACT 

A drawn and ironed container with a pro?led bottom 
wall is disclosed herein. The pro?led bottom wall in 
cludes an ellipsoidal dome surrounded by a substan 
tially vertical wall portion which merges with the side 
wall of the container along an outwardly directed 
bead. The con?guration of the bottom wall substan 
tially increaseslthe resistance to buckling when the 
container is ?lled with pressurized product. 

10 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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WALL CONSTRUCTION FOR CONTAINERS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In the manufacture of drawn, extruded and/or ironed 
containers, one of the problems encountered is to in 
corporate sufficient rigidity into the bottom wall of the 
container to prevent buckling when thevcontainer is 
used for packaging pressurized products, such as car 
bonated beverages. 
The most ideal type of container bottom .wall would 

be a ?at wall which would allow for maximum capacity 
for a given container with a minimum height. However, 
such a container is not economically feasible because 
the thickness of the wall would have to be of such 
magnitude that the cost of the container would be pro 
hibitive. ’ ' 

One method that has been employed for maintaining 
sufficient rigidity with thin metals is to form the bottom 
wall into a spherical dome con?guration. This con?gu 
ration is generally shown in US. Pat. No. 3,760,751. 
While this con?guration allows container manufactur 
ers to somewhat reduce the metal thickness, these man 
ufacturers are continuously working on techniques that 
will allow for further reduction in metal thickness with 
out sacri?cing container rigidity. 

Since containers are produced and sold by'the bil 
lions annually, manufacturers are constantly striving to 
reduce the wall thickness of the container. while still 
maintaining the same operating characteristics. Be 
cause of the large volume, it will be appreciated that a 
small reduction in metal thickness, even on the order of 
one thousandth of an inch, will reduce manufacturing 
costs substantially. ' , 

While some small amount of buckling of the bottom ' 
wall is tolerable, if the buckle is noticeable, a customer 
will usually assume that the contents of the can are 
spoiled which results in substantial waste. It will be 
appreciated that when packaging pressurized materials, 
such as beer or other carbonated beverages, the pres 
sure in the container may exceed 50 p.s.i. when the 
container is stored and subjected to normal summer 
temperatures and must also be capable of withstanding 
90 p.s.i. minimum during the pasteurization process. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention, a cylindrical 
container having a cylindrical side wall and a bottom 
wall is formed so that the bottom wall is capable of 
withstanding pressures on the order of 90 p.s.i. mini 
mum while still reducing the thickness of the container 
wall by more than 10 percent of the thickness of pres 
ent day commercially competitive containers for the 
same product. . - 

The cylindrical container has a side wall and a bot 
tom wall integral therewith at one end thereof with the 
bottom wall consisting of a substantially vertical por 
tion extending upwardly toward the opposite end and 
an ellipsoidal dome within the vertical portion. 
The ellipsoidal dome is pro?led in such a way that the 

maximum stress point on the ellipsoidal dome is lo 
cated at the intersection of the dome with the vertical 
portion. Also, the lower end of the cylindrical wall 
merges with an outwardly directed bead along an arcu 
ate portion so that the diameter of the bottom wall is 
smaller than the outside diameter of the container. 
The ellipsoidal dome is formed with compound radii 

which have dimensions that are proportionate to the 
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diameter of the’cylindrical sidewall. In addition, the 
height of the vertical portion is proportionate to the 
overall height of the bottom wall to further increase the 
strength to buckling resistance'of the bottom wall. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS 
OF THE DRAWINGS ' 

FIG. 1 is a'fragmentary side elevation, partly in sec 
tion, showing the container of the present invention; 
and - - ‘ - 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional 'view of 
the area between the side and bottom wall of the con 
tainer shown in‘FIG. l. ‘ 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
While this invention is susceptible of embodiment in 

many different forms, there is shown in the drawings 
and will herein be described in detail a preferred em 
bodiment of the invention with the understanding that 
the present disclosure‘ is to be considered as an exem 
pli?cation of the principles of the invention and‘ is not 
intended to limit the invention to the embodiment illus 
trated. ' I 

FIG. 1 of the drawings discloses the lower portion of 
a‘container 10 that is formed of metal, such as steel or 
aluminum. Container 10 has a circular or cylindrical 
side wall 12 integral with bottom wall 14. Side and 
bottom ‘walls 12 and 14 are formed by drawing'and 
ironing a single piece of steel or aluminum into a spe 
ci?c con?guration that will be described later. The 
upper end of the container or can body (not shown) is 
also deformed so that an end can be seamed thereto. 
Since this portion of the container forms no part of the 
invention, the upper end of the container has been 
deleted. - 

According to the present invention, the bottom wall 
or panel 14 is speci?cally con?gured ‘to be capable of 
withstanding substantial internal pressure without de 
forming or buckling. 
The structural arrangement of the container side wall 

12 and bottom wall 14 will ?rst be described and the 
advantages of the various structural features will then 
be summarized. Cylindrical side wall 12 is joined to 
bottom wall 14 through an arcuate portion 16 having a 
progressively decreasing radius which merges with the 

~ bottom wall through an annular outwardly directed 
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bead 18. Bottom wall 14 has a substantially vertical 
portion 20 at the inner end of bead 18. The upper end 
of substantially vertical portion 20 merges along a radi 
used portion 21 with an upwardly extending ellipsoidal 
dome 22. Dome 22 has a ?rst spherical portion —24 and 
an annular portion 26 which merge with each other at 
juncture P. ‘ 

Spherical portion 24 has a radius R1 having its center 
located on the center line CL of container 10. Annular 
portion 26 has a constant curvature in cross section 
which has a second radius R2v having its center located 
in close proximity to the point of intersection between 
RZandRl. . H _p. ‘ , 

Radius R1 or the ?rst radius for ellipsoidal dome 24 
de?nes an angle A with thefcenter line CL at the pe 
riphery of spherical portion 24 while the radius R2 at 
the periphery of annular portion 26de?nes an angle B 
with respect to the center line CL of the container. The 
periphery of annular portion 26 merges with substan 
tially vertical portion 20 along arcuate portion 21 
which has a radius R3 while the lower end of substan 
tially vertical portion 20 merges with arcuate portion 



3 
16 through; bead v18!_,,_that has .a radiusgR4, The substan 
tially vertical portion20 de?nes ana‘ngleyC withjre 
s'pect to a plane extending parallel to side wall 12." 
With‘the con?guration of the bottom end of the con 

tainer as described above, container bottom wall 22 has 
a‘ diameter" D2 (as measured at thei bottom edge or 
lowermost point ofbead 18) which is‘ smaller than the 
diameter ‘D1 of the periphery of side wall 12. In addi 
tionellipsoidal dome 22‘ has a diameter D3 (measured 
from‘ the‘ point of merger with annular portion 26 sub- 1 
stantiallyvertical portion 20) whichislslightly smaller 
than the diameter D2 of bottom wall 14. Also, substan 
tially vertical portion 20 has a vertical, height H1 which 
is proportionate to the overall height H2 of bottom wall 
14, as will be described later. ' 

lthasbeenfound that the relation of H1 to H2 and 
the particular con?guration of ellipsoidal dome 22 are 
the. most important variablesin the pro?led bottom 
wall oflcontainer 10 to produce a container which. is 
highly, resistant to pressure buckling.- Stated another 
way,,the ellipsoidalv dome 22; and substantially vertical 
wall ,20 are dimensioned so that the maximum stress 
point on the ellipsoidal dome is located at the intersec 
tion between substantially vertical portion 20 and 
dome 22,, In addition,.the arcuate portion 16 at the 
loweraend of side wall 12 and the annular head 18 
producea reduced diameter for bottom wall 14. The 
diameterfor bottom ,wall l41is de?ned by the lower 
most edge of bead. l8 and this annular edge produces 
theganchor point or base for bottom wall 14_when pres 
sureis applied insidevthe container. 
.It, has been discovered that a signi?cant stiffening 

action or resistance ‘to buckling can be produced by 
having the‘dimensions described above ‘within the fol 
lowing ranges: 

Dimensions I ‘Ranges 

D1 = Outsid'e Diameter of Container 
T = Metal Thickness . V . . 

D2 > . 0.85 to 0.95 Dl 

D3 _ " r . 0.80 to 0.90 D2 

a (semi-niajor‘axis) ' 0.45 to 0.55 D2' 
;.b.,(semi-,minor axis) 0.30 to 0.40 a ' 
"2 b _ . 

’ ‘Hl" 0.20 to 0.330 H2 ' 
-,R3 L0 to 2.0T 
..R4 30 to 4.0 T 
"A‘ ; 10° to 30° 

30° to 40° 
-~ - . . 0° to 20° 

the various dimensions in the-above ranges, the 
?rst‘and second-radii are determined'from the follow 
ing formulas: ,.¢ . , ' , - .. ' 

I 

It has been detennined that the buckling resistance 
can be ‘increased by 40 percent when utilizing an ellipo 
sidal dome rather than aconventional spherical dome. 
lwhile the invention is not limited to any} speci?c 

dimensions, a container with the following dimensions 
resulted in‘ increased resistance to buckling over a stan-v 
dard spherical dome: ' 
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with R1 and R2 detemiined by the above formulas. 
It will be appreciated that a container constructed in 

accordance with the teachings of the present invention 
will allow the manufacturer to reduce the metal thick 
ness without sacri?cing rigidity or substantially in 
crease the resistance to buckling when using a material 
having a thickness corresponding to what is presently 
used for these types of containers. ' 
What is claimed is: ‘ 

l. A container having a cylindrical side wall and'i'an 
integral bottom wall at the lower end thereof, said 
bottom wall and side wall being joined by an annular 
outwardly directed bead having one end joined to said 
side wall and an opposite end, said bottom wall having 
an ellipsoidal dome within said opposite end of said 
bead, said ellipsoidal dome having a central spherical 
portion de?ning a ?rst radius having its center located 
on the center line of the container, said ‘ellipsoidal 
dom'e having an annular portion surrounding said 
spherical portion, said annular portion having a second 
radius which is less than said ?rst radius, and a substan 
tially vertical portion between “the outer periphery of 
said annular portion and said opposite end of said head. 

2. A container as de?ned in claim 1, in which said 
side wall has an 'arcuate lower end merging with said 
one end of said bead. , n . w . , 

3. A container as de?ned in claim 1, in'which the 
vertical dimension between the lower edge of said bead 
and the upper edge of said vertical portion is in the 
range of 0.2 to 0.3 times the vertical dimension of said 
bottom wall at the center line of said container. ' 

4. A container as de?ned in claim 1, in which said 
?rst radius de?nes a'?rst angle'of less than 30° with 
respect to the center line at the periphery of said spher 
icalportion andsaid second radius de?nes a second 
angle of less than 40° with respect to the center line at 
the'lperiphery of said annular portion. , 

5. A container ‘as‘de?hed in claim 4,, in which said 
?rst radiusis determined by the following formula: 

. ‘ a2 ' _> ‘ 

R‘ = *m 'i“ 

where (b) is the axial dimension of said bottom wall at 
the center line of said container, (a) is one-half the 
diameter of said bottom wall and (A) is said ?rst angle. 

6. A container as de?ned in claim 5, in which said 
second radius is detennined by the following formula: 

7. A container as de?ned in claim 6, in which said 
side wall has an arcuate lower end merging with said 
one end of said bead and in which a lowennost edge of 
said outwardlydirected bead has a diameter which is 
0.85’ to 0.95 times the outside‘ diameter of said side 
wall. , ' t 

8. A container as de?ned in claim 7, in which said 
substantially vertical portion is substantially ?at and 
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de?nes an angle of less than 10° with respect to said 
side wall and in which the juncture between said dome 
and said vertical portion has a diameter which is 0.80 to 
0.90 times the outside diameter of said side wall. 

9. A container as de?ned in claim 8, in which said 
outwardly directed bead has a radius which is 3 to 4 
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6 
times the thickness of said bottom wall. 

10. A container as de?ned in claim 9, in which the 
juncture between said dome and said vertical portion is 
curved and has a radius which is l to 2 times the thick 
ness of said bottom wall. 

* * * * * 


