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[57] ABSTRACT 

An electrostatic copying machine comprises a photo 
sensitive screen having a number of fine openings 
therein, means for forming on the screen a primary 
electrostatic latent image corresponsing to an original 
image, an electrostatic attracting device for electro 
statically attracting a recording material and moving 
said recording material in facing relationship with the 
surface of the screen on which the latent image is 
formed, a device for supplying the recording material 
to the electrostatic attracting device, and means for 
forming a secondary electrostatic latent image on the 
recording material conveyed by the attracting device. 

22 Claims, 22 Drawing Figures 
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ELECTROSTATIC COPYING MACHINE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to an electrostatic copying 

machine which, uses a photosensitive screen having a 
number of ?ne openings therein. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
As the typical conventional electrophotography, a 

' direct process such as for example electrofax and an 
indirect process such as xerography are presented. In 
the former direct process, use is made of a speci?cally 
treated recording material coated with a photoconduc 
tive material such as zinc oxide. Consequently, there is 
a drawback in the image contrast as the image formed 
on the recording material lacks brightness. Moreover, 
due to the speci?c treatment, the recording material is 
heavier than the conventional paper and has a different 
feed from the usual paper. According to the latter indi 
rect process, a high contrast and high quality image is 
obtained since it uses plain paper as the recording ma 
terial to form an image. However, in this indirect pro 
cess, when a toner image is transferred to the recording 
material, the recording material contacts with the sur 
face of the photosensitive member and further, clean 
ing means strongly contacts with the surface of the 
photosensitive member when the remaining toner is 
removed, so that the photosensitive member undergoes 
a deteriorating each time the transfer and the cleaning 
is effected. Therefore, the durability of an expensive 
photosensitive member is reduced and this results in a 
high cost for the image formation. 
The improvements for eliminating the above 

described drawbacks of the conventional process were 
disclosed in, for example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,220,324; 
3,680,954 and 3,645,614. In these patents, a photosen 
sitive member of the screen type or the grid type is used 
which has a number of ?ne mesh-like openings. The 
electrostatic latent image is formed on a recording 
material by modifying ion ?ow through the screen or 
grid, and thereafter the recording material with the 
latent image formed thereon is visualized. There is no 
necessity of developing and cleaning the screen or grid 
which corresponds to the photosensitive member, so 
that the durability of the screen or grid is increased. 

In U.S. Pat. No. 3,220,324, a conductive screen 
coated with a photoconductive material is used and 
corona ions from a corona discharger and an image 
exposure applied simultaneously to a recording mate 
rial through said screen. The corona ion flow is modi 
?ed by the screen and an electrostatic latent image is 
formed on the recording member. 
According to U.S. Pat. No. 3,680,954, a conductive 

grid coated with a photoconductive material and a 
conductive controlling grid are used, an electrostatic 
latent image is formed on the grid in the image form, 
and different electric ?elds are formed on the grid and 
the controlling grid so as to modify the corona ion ?ow 
to form an image, on a recording member. 

In U.S. Pat. No. 3,645,614, the screen comprises an 
insulating material overlaid with a conductive material 
and the insulating material comprises a photoconduc 
tive material. An electric ?eld preventing the passage 
of ion ?ow is formed at the openings for passing the ion 
?ow due to the electrostatic latent image formed on the 
screen. 
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In an image forming apparatus using the above 
described screen having a number of ?ne openings 
therein, a sheet-like recording material such as insulat 
ing paper or the like on which an image is to be formed 
by modulated ions must be positioned closely adjacent 
the primary electrostatic latent image on the screen in 
order to provide a good copy image. For this purpose, 
a device has heretofore been considered which moves a 
?at or a drum-shaped screen relative to a recording 
material being conveyed by a stationary conveyor 
means so that the primary electrostatic latent image on 
the screen may be positioned closely adjacent the re 
cording material. However, movement of the screen 
has raised dif?culties in obtaining a mechanical accu 
racy of the device and also led to a larger size of the 
device. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides an electrostatic copy 
ing machine in which the ion flow as described above is 
modulated to form a copy image. 

It is a primary object of the present invention to 
enable copy paper to be fed to a photosensitive screen 
with ease and reliability and accuracy. 

It is another object of the present invention to form a 
good electrostatic latent image on copy paper through 
the above-described reliable and accurate feed of copy 
paper. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
produce clear copies without misregistration of re 
solved colors when the invention is applied to color 
copying. _ * 

It is yet another object of the'present invention to 
make the entire construction of the copying apparatus 
simpler and more compact. 
Other objects and advantages of the present inven 

tion will appear in the following detailed description of 
some embodiments. The above and other objects will 
'be achieved by these embodiments of the apparatus 
which will generally be described below. 
The apparatus of the present invention is an electro 

static copying apparatus which comprises a photosensi 
tive screen having a number of ?ne openings therein, 
primary electrostatic latent image forming means for 
effecting voltage application and image light applica 
tion on the screen, an electrostatic attracting device for 
electrostatically attracting a sheet-like recording mate 
rial and moving the same in facing relationship with the 
surface of the screen bearing the latent image, a device 
for supplying the recording material to the electrostatic 
attracting device, and means for forming a secondary 
electrostatic latent image on the recording material 
conveyed by the electrostatic attracting device. Partic 
ularly, when applied to the color copying, the appara 
tus may further comprise a device provided in the pri 
mary electrostatic latent image fonning means for pro 
jecting an original image upon the screen through color 
resolving ?lters, and a device for developing the sec 
ondary electrostatic latent image on the recording ma 
terial conveyed by the electrostatic attracting device, 
by the use of color developers corresponding to the 
colors of the color resolving ?lters used in the projec 
tion device, whereby the above-described process 
means and devices are repetitively operated for each 
color of the original image to apply each color onto the 
same recording member, thereby producing a colored 
copy. 
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In the present invention, the term “primary electro 
static latent image” means an electrostatic latent image 
formed on the screen through a predetermined process 
in accordance with the image of an original to be cop 
ied, and the term “secondary electrostatic latent im 
age” means an electrostatic latent, image formed on an 
electrically chargeable recording material, by modulat 
ing the ion flow by means of the above-described pri~ 
mary electrostatic latent image. The recording material 
may be any of a group of material such as insulating 
paper (paper having a surface treated for insulation), 
an insulating sheet of polyethylene terephthalate or the 
like treated for electrical conduction or having an elec» 
trically conductive member joined thereto, or a sheet 
of metal treated for insulation or having an insulating 
member joined thereto. Although any of these various 
recording materials is usable with the present inven 
tion, the following embodiments will be described with 
respect only to the cases where insulating paper is used. 
Such insulating paper will hereinafter be referred to as 
“copy paper.” 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGS. 1 to 3 illustrate the manner in which an elec 
trostatic latent image is formed on a photosensitive 
screen. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 are schematic illustrations of an elec 
trostatic copying machine having the screen as shown 
in FIG. 1. 
FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate a form of the electrostatic 

attracting member. 
FIG. 8 illustrates the process "of forming a secondary 

electrostatic latent image by using the electrostatic 
attracting member as shown in FIG. 6. 
FIGS. 9 and 10 are schematic illustrations of the 

electrostatic copying machine according to another 
embodiment of the present invention. 
FIGS. 11 and 12 illustrate the arrangement for posi 

tioning the electrostatic attracting member with re 
spect to the screen surface. 
FIGS. 13 to 17 illustrate the manner in which an 

electrostatic latent image is formed on a photosensitive 
screen suitable for retention copying. 
FIGS. 18 and 19 are schematic illustrations of an 

electrostatic copying machine using the screen as 
shown in FIG. 13. 
FIGS. 20 to 22 schematically illustrate the construc 

tion of an electrostatic copying apparatus for produc 
ing colored copies. ‘ 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Although the method of the formation of electro 
static latent images utilizing the above-described 
screen is disclosed in each of the aforesaid U.S. Pa 
tents, the process steps involved in such method will 
generally be described herein with reference to FIGS. 1 
to 3. - 

The surface of a photosensitive screen I, basically 
comprising a photoconductive layer 2 and a conductive 
back-up member 3, is uniformly charged by a corona 
discharger 4 (FIG. 1). Subsequently, an original image 
A is projected upon the screen 1 to form a primary 
electrostatic latent image thereon (FIG. 2). A sheet of 
copy paper P is disposed in a predetermined spaced 
apart and opposed relationship with the latent image 
and, when the surface of the copy paper is charged by 
a corona discharger 5 through the screen 1, the charge 
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4 
on the copy paper surface is controlled under the influ 
ence of the electric line of force of the electrostatic 
latent image on the screen 1 so that a secondary elec 
trostatic latent image corresponding to the primary one 
on the screen 1 is formed on the copy paper surface 
(FIG. 3). Thereafter, such copy paper may be devel 
oped by conventional developing means to provide a 
copy. Such copying process permits the photosensitive 
screen to be used for a long period of time without 
being injured, because the photosensitive screen as the 
photosensitive medium need not be cleaned and be~ 
cause there is no contact between the photosensitive 
screen and the copy paper. Also, copy paper used may 
be of a quality approximate to ordinary paper. These 
make the advantages. In FIG. 2, arrows 6 indicate the 
light rays passed through the original A. In FIG. 3, 
numeral 7 designates an electrode member for attract 
ing the ion flow from the corona discharger 5 to the 
copy paper P. It will be noted that the copy paper P 
comprises a back-up member 8 such as paper or the 
like and an insulating layer 9 provided thereover. 
FIG. 4 schematically shows a copying machine which 

includes a machine housing 10, a stationary photosensi 
tive carriage 11 formed of a light-transmitting plate and 
provided on top of the machine housing, and a ?at 
photosensitive screen 12 of the above-described con 
struction ?xedly provided below the original carriage. 
The machine further includes a movable projecting 
optical system 13 comprising an original illuminating 
lamp 14, a prism 15 and an in-prism lens 16, and being 
movable between the original carriage 11 and the pho 
tosensitive screen 12 to project the optical image of the 
original A upon the photosensitive screen 12, a dis 
charger 17 for the photosensitive screen movably dis 
posed above and along the upper surface of the pehoto 
sensitive screen 12, and a copy paper discharger l8 
movably disposed below and along the lower surface of 
the photosensitive screen 12. The machine also in 
cludes a copy paper feed bed 19 (shown as a cassette 
type) from which sheets of copy paper P may be fed 
one by one with the aid of a paper fed roller 20.. Desig 
nated by 21 is a belt-like electrostatic attracting mem 
ber which serves to electrostatically attract and hold 
thereagainst the copy paper P fed from the feed bed 19 
and convey the copy paper along the underside of the 
photosensitive screen 12 to position the plane of the 
copy paper in a predetermined spaced-apart relation 
ship with the plane of the photosensitive screen. The 
belt-like electrostatic attracting member 21 is normally 
wound up under a back-tension from a hoisting mem 
ber such as hoist reel 22 or the like. The construction of 
the electrostatic attracting member 21 will be de 
scribed more speci?cally hereinafter. There are further 
provided developing means 23 (shown as liquid devel 
oping means), drying-?xing means 24 and copy tray 25. 
The discharger 17 is moved in the direction of the 

arrow to uniformly charge the entire upper surface of 
‘the photosensitive screen 12, whereafter the optical 
system 13 is moved to permit the image of the original 
A on the carriage 11 to be projected upon the photo 
sensitive screen 12, thereby forming a primary electro 
static latent image on the screen 12. Alternatively, the 
discharger 17 and the optical system 13 may by syn 
chronously moved to effect charging and projection 
simultaneously. Then, a sheet of copy paper P is fed 
from the paper feed bed 19 toward the web of the 
electrostatic attracting member 21 as the latter is 
drawn out along the upper surface of the photosensitive 
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screen 12 by suitable draw means (not shown) against 
the back-tension of the hoist reel 22. Thus, the copy 
paper P fed toward the electrostatic attracting member 
21 has its successive portions from the leading to the 
trailing edge attracted to the web of the attracting 
member and is conveyed on the attracting member 21 
along the upper surface of the photosensitive screen 
12. Thus, by having a required length of the electro 
static attracting member 21 drawn out, it is possible to 
dispose the copy paper P generally in a predetermined 
spaced-apart, opposed relationship with the surface of 
the photosensitive screen 12 (FIG. 5). In such position, 
the discharger 18 for the formation of a secondary 
electrostatic latent image is moved in the direction of 

_ the arrow so that corona discharge opposite in polarity 
to the electrostatic latent image on the photosensitive 
medium is applied to the entire surface of the copy 
paper P through the mesh of the screen 12, whereby a 
positive latent image corresponding in con?guration 
but opposite in polarity to the electrostatic latent image 
on the screen 12 is formed on the surface of the copy 
paper P in accordance with the principle described 
previously. Then, the electrostatic attracting member 
21 is rewound by the back-tension of the reel 22 and 
during such rewind process, the copy paper P attracted 
to the electrostatic attracting member 21 has its ‘succes 
sive portions from the trailing to the leading edge sepa 
rated from the attracting member by a separator pawl 
26 and is conveyed toward the developing means 23 for 
developing the latent image to provide a copy. The 
optical system 13 and the dischargers l7 and 18 are 
returned to their initial positions in synchronism with 
the rewind of the electrostatic attracting member 21. 
The electrostatic attracting member 21, as shown in 

FIG. 6, for example, may comprise a high resistance 
layer 27 such as polyethylene terephthalate ?lm or the 
like having one entire surface coated with a metal foil 
or a conductive paint forming a conductive layer 28 
and having the opposite surface formed with a conduc 
tive layer 29 consisting of substantially equidistant lines 
(or meshes). A voltage V may be applied between the 
two conductive layers 28 and 29. When a sheet of copy 
paper P is brought into contact with the linear conduc 
tive layer 29 of the electrostatic attracting member 27 
with the voltage V being applied between the two con 
ductive layers 28 and 29, the back-up member 30 form 
ing the back surface of the copy paper will be at a 
potential equal to that of the linear conductive layer 
because the copy paper P used for the electrostatic 
copying method utilizing the above-described screen 
consists of the conductive back-up member 30 and the 
insulating layer 31 treated for insulation, and as a re 
sult, an amount of charge proportional to the electro 
static capacity between the back-up member 30 of the 
copy paper P and the conductive layer 28 of the elec 
trostatic attracting member 21 will be induced in the 
back-up member 30 and the entire conductive layer 28, 
and an electrostatic attraction proportional to such 
amount of charge will cause the copy paper P to be 
attracted to the electrostatic attracting member 21 
(FIG. 7). 
The lower the electrical resistance of the back-up 

member 30 of the copy paper P, the higher the above 
described attraction effect. The interval between adja 
cent lines of the conductive layer 29 depends on the 
resistance of the back-up member 30 and may be in 
creased as the resistance is decreased. For example, the 
interval may be l to 15 mm. Also, the smaller the thick 
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ness of the high resistance layer 27, the greater the 
attraction. For example a thickness of 200 microns for 
the high resistance layer 27 and the use of polyethylene 
terephthalate ?lm for such layer will provide a suf? 
cient attraction at a voltage of 1.5 KV. The formation 
of a secondary electrostatic latent image by the use of 
a screen must be effected with a bias voltage of the 
order of l to 3 KV being applied to copy paper P, if the 
conductive back-up member of the screen 12 is 
grounded, and the electrostatic attracting member 21 
may serve also as the electrode for applying such bias 
voltage (see FIG. 8). In FIG. 8, reference numeral 12 
designates the screen, 32 the conductive back-up mem 
ber, 33 the photoconductive layer and 34 the corona 
discharger. 

Further, if the surface of the high resistance layer 27 
exposed between the lines of the linear conductive 
layer 29 is charged, the attraction effect will be im 
peded. To prevent this, the material of the high resis 
tance layer 27 must be selected from unchargeable 
materials or such layer must sometimes be discharged. 
The discharge means may be the conventional corona 
discharge or a conductive discharger roller, or during 
non-charging of the copy paper the discharging may be 
done by applying to copy paper a voltage opposite in 
polarity to the voltage required during charging of the 
copy paper and thereby causing the copy paper to be 
attracted. 
FIGS. 9 and 10 show a modi?cation of the electro 

static copying machine shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 and in 
which the electrostatic attracting member is in the form 
of an endless belt. This embodiment is suitable for 
retention copying wherein after an electrostatic latent 
image is formed on the photosensitive screen 12, the 
electrostatic attracting member 35 in the form of an 
endless belt is displaaced to overlie the photosensitive 
screen (FIG. 9), and in this position the member 35 is 
intermittently moved to convey sheets of copy paper P 
successively into facing relationship with the screen 
surface, whereby multiple copies may be produced 
from a single primary electrostatic latent image formed 
on the screen 12. In such multi-copy production, the 
photosensitive screen may advantageously be formed 
of a material which is less subject to attentuation of the 
formed primary electrostatic latent image. In order to 
reduce the space occupied by the belt-like attracting 
member within the copying machine, as shown in FIGS. 
11 and 12, a plurality of belt-tensioning stationary rol 
lers 36 and movable rollers 37 may be used so that the 
belt-like attracting member normally assumes a solid 
line position for a reduced space and during copy paper 
feeding, a portion of the belt may be extended toward 
the photosensitive screen in the manner as indicated by 
a line. In FIGS. 11 and 12, the electrostatic attracting 
member in the form of an endless belt is designated by 
38 and the movable rollers 37 are movable in the direc 
tions of arrows. In FIG. 9, similar reference numerals 
are similar in signi?cance to those in FIG. 4. 
A photosensitive screen suitable for use in the above 

described retention copying is exemplarily shown in 
FIGS. 13 through 17. By having a primary electrostatic 
latent image formed on an insulating member as in the 
screen described hereinafter, there may be formed a 
secondary electrostatic latent image which is less sub 
ject to attenuation. 
The photosensitive screen 39 shown in FIG. 13 com 

prises a conductive member 40 having ?ne openings 
therein, and a photoconductive member 41 and an 
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insulating member 42 disposed in layers over the pho 
toconductive member 40 so as to leave a portion of the 
conductive member 40 exposed. 
The conductive member 40 may be prepared by 

etching a plate of metal such as stainless steel or nickel 
to form ?ne openings or by electroplating or by knitting 
a metal wire. A suitable mesh value of the conductive 
member 40 for the purpose of copying would be 100 to 
400 meshes with the resolving power taken into ac 
count. The photoconductive member 41 may be 
formed by evaporating Se-alloy or like material or by 
spraying an insulative resin material having particles of 
CdS, PbO or the like with a dispersion medium applied 
thereto. The insulating member 42 may be formed by 
spraying or vacuum-evaporating an organic insulating 
material such as polyethylene, acrylic resin, silicon 
resin or the like. The materials and formation of the 
photosensitive screen may be in accord with the tech 
nique in the planar photosensitive medium used in the 
conventional electrophotography. In order to form the 
members 41-42 so as to leave a portion of the conduc 
tive member 40 exposed, these members 41-42 may be 
applied to the conductive member 40 from one side 
thereof or, if the members 4142 happen to wrap up 
the conductive member 40, a portion of the members 
4142 may be ground so as to provide an exposed 
portion of the conductive member 40. 
FIGS. 14 to 17 illustrate the steps of process for 

forming an electrostatic latent image by the use of the 
above-described photosensitive screen 39. The screen 
shown there is of such a characteristic that the photo 
conductive member in the dark region is also injected 
with holes. In these ?gures, the photoconductive mem 
ber 41 is a semiconductor formed of Se having holes as 
main carrier or of an Se-alloy. 
FIG. 14 shows the result obtained by the step of 

primary voltage application, during which the insulat 
ing member 42 is uniformly charged with negative 
polarity by charger means such as corona discharger 43 
or the like. By this charging, holes are injected through 
the conductive member 40 into the photoconductive 
member 41 and found in the interface adjacent the 
insulating member 42. 
FIG. 15 shows the result obtained when the step of 

secondary voltage application and the step of image 
light application are effected simultaneously. The sec 
ondary voltage application is effected by corona dis 
charging from a source of voltage comprising an AC 
voltage with a bias voltage of positive polarity super 
posed thereupon. By this step, the surface potential of 
the insulating member 42 becomes positive, but in 
contrast with the light region of the portion irradiated 
with the image light, the charge in the surface of the 
insulating layer in the dark region is of the negative 
polarity because of the positive charge present in the 
portion of the photoconductive member 41 which is 
adjacent the insulating member 42. The voltage to be 
applied in the step of secndary voltage application is 
not restricted to an AC voltage but a DC voltage oppo 
site in polarity to the primary voltage is equally usable. 
Further, if the photoconductive member is of a slow 
dark-attenuation characteristic, the secondary voltage 
application and the image light application need not 
take place simultaneously but may take place in se 
quence. In FIG. 14, reference numeral 44 designates an 
original having an original image including a light re 
gion L and a dark region D, and reference numerals 45 
and 46 designate the light rays and corona discharger, 
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8 
respectively. By these steps, an electrostatic latent 
image is formed on the screen 39, and the latent image 
will increase its electrostatic contrast with time or with 
an overall irrediation to provide a primary electrostatic 
latent image. 
FIG. 16 shows the result obtained by e?ecting an 

overall irradiation on the photosensitive screen 39. 
This overall irradiation does not vary the surface poten 
tial of the screen 39 in the light region but causes the 
surface potential in the dark region to be rapidly varied 
to a potential proportional to the amount of surface 
charge of the insulating member 42, thereby forming a 
primary electrostatic latent image. Reference numeral 
47 designates the light rays. 
. FIG. 17 shows the manner in which the ion ?ow is 
modulated by the primary electrostatic latent image on 
the screen 39 so that a positive image corresponding to 
the original image is formed by the charge on the re 
cording member. Reference numeral 48 denotes the 
corona wire of the discharger, 49 an electrode member, 
50 a sheet of copy paper capable of retaining a charge, 
and 51-52 voltage sources. The copy paper 50 is dis 
posed on the side of the screen 39 which is adjacent the 
insulating member 42, while the wire 48 is disposed on 
the opposite side of the screen 39 at which the conduc 
tive member 40 is exposed. The corona ion flow from 
the wire 48 is applied to the copy paper 50 by utilizing 
the potential difference between the wire 48 and the 
electrode member 49. When this occurs, electric ?elds 
as indicated by solid lines a are createdin the light 
region of the screen by the charge forming the primary 
electrostatic latent image. Thereby, the ion ?ow as 
indicated by the broken line is prevented from passing 
through the screen and thus, ?ows into the exposed 
conductive member 40. On the other hand, in the dark 
region of the screen 39, electric ?elds as indicated by 
solid lines B are created and the ion ?ow reaches the 
surface of the copy paper 50 irrespective of the fact 
that the ion flow is opposite in polarity to the primary 
electrostatic latent image. Since the primary electro 
static latent image is formed on the insulating member 
42 as described above, the electrostatic contrast can be 
highly increased by the amount of charge. Further, 
since the attenuation of the formed charge can be mini 
mized, it is possible to use the same primary electro 
static latent image to provide a secondary electrostatic 
latent image multiple times, and this makes it possible 
to achieve the retention copying wherein multiple cop 
ies are provided from a single primary electrostatic 
latent image. 
FIGS. 18 and 19 show the screen of FIG. 13 as used 

with the apparatus of FIG. 9. In these ?gures, reference 
numeral 53 designates the screen whose construction is 
shown in FIG. 13, and this screen is disposed with the 
exposed conductive member facing downwardly. Ref 
erence numeral 54 denotes a corona discharger for 
effecting primary voltage application, 55 a corona dis 
charger for effecting secondary voltage application 
simultaneously with image light application, and 56 an 
overall illuminating lamp. Further, reference numeral 
57 designates a corona discharger for the formation of 
secondary electrostatic latent image. FIG. 19 shows the 
manner in which a secondary electrostatic latent image 
is formed. The operational principle of the apparatus is 
identical with that described with respect to FIGS. 9 
and 10, except that during the primary electrostatic 
latent image formation the corona discharges 54, 55 
and lamp 56 are moved to the vicinity of the screen in 
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synchronism with the optical system 13. 
The electrostatic copying machine shown in FIGS. 

20-22 is an example of the apparatus of FIG. 4 as ap 
plied to a color copying machine. This machine differs 
from the copying machine of FIGS. 4-5 in that the 
projecting optical system 13 including the lamp l4, 
prism 15 and in-prism lens 16 is provided with change 
over type color resolving ?lters 58, 59, 60 and that a 
plurality of developing means 61, 62, 63 is provided for 
effecting color developments corresponding to re 
solved colors. 1 

The original image is projected upon the photosensi 
tive screen 12 through a ?rst color resolving ?lter 58 to 
form a latent image on the screen, and as in the case of 
the copying machine shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, a sheet of 
copy paper P is attracted to and conveyed by the elec 
trostatic attracting member 21 with respect to the sur 
face of the latent image, thereby forming a primary 
electrostatic latent image on the surface of the copy 
paper (FIG. 21). Subsequently, during the rewind of 
the electrostatic attracting member 21, the copy paper 
P has the primary electrostatic latent image thereon 
developed by the ?rst developing means 61. Such pro 
cess is thereafter repeated with the color resolving 
?lters 59, 60 and the developing means 62, 63 succes 
sively operated, whereby each resolved color image is 
superposed upon the same copy paper P, whereafter 
the separator pawl 64 separates the copy paper from 
the electrostatic attracting member 21 during the re 
wind thereof (FIG. 22), thus providing a colored copy. 
The developing means may be either of the dry type or 
of the wet (liquid) type, but where the dry type is em 
ployed, the dust image may partly be destroyed during 
the next development unless the ?xing is effected by 
the use of pressure force or the like. In this regard, the 
wet type is convenient inasmuch as it only requires the 
excess developing liquid to be removed by a roller or 
like means. The color resolution is usually provided by 
three colors, or by four colors including black. 
Thus, in the copying machine of the present inven 

tion, the photosensitive screen is constructed in a pla 
nar form and the copy paper P is generally intensely 
attracted to and conveyed by the electrostatic attract 
ing member with respect to the surface of the planar 
screen, whereby reliable and accurate paper feed may 
readily be accomplished with a result that a good elec 
trostatic latent image may be formed on the copy pa 
per. Further, for colored vcopies to be produced, a pre 
determined relative position of the copy paper P and 
the photosensitive screen may be ensured during each 
resolved color copying by using a stop or like simple 
means to limit the amount of the electrostatic attract 
ing member drawn toward the photosensitive screen, 
and this results in production of clear colored copies 
free of color misregistration. Furthermore, the photo 
sensitive screen, which need neither be moved nor 
rotated like a drum-shaped screen, contributes to sim 
pli?cation and size-reduction of the copying machine 
construction and this in turn leads to the provision of a 
highly practical copying machine. 
The screen as shown in FIG. 13 or other screen is also 

applicable in the apparatus shown in FIGS. 20-22. For 
example, where the screen of FIG. 13 is applied in the 
color copying machine of FIG. 20, a corona discharger 
for secondary voltage application and an overall irradi 
ating lamp may be added as shown in the apparatus of 
FIG. 18. In the present invention, it should be noted 
that the construction of the screen as well as the pro 
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cess effected thereon and the type of the recording 
material are not restricted to those described in the 
foregoing embodiments. 

- We claim: 

1. An electrostatic copying machine comprising: 
a photosensitive screen having a number of ?ne 
openings therein; , 

means for exposing a surface of said screen to an 
original image at an image exposure position for 
forming on said screen a primary electrostatic la 
tent image corresponding to an original image; 

electrostatic attracting means for electrostatically 
attracting a recording material and conveying said 
material to a recording position adjacent said ex 
posed surface of said photosensitive screen at said 
exposure position, after said formation of said pri 
mary electrostatic latent image; 

means for supplying the recording material to said 
electrostatic attracting means; and 

means for forming a secondary electrostatic latent 
image on said recording material at said recording 
position. 

2. An electrostatic copying machine comprising: 
a substantially stationary photosensitive screen hav 

ing a number of ?ne openings therein; 7 
means for exposing a surface of said screen to image 

light to form a primary electrostatic latent image 
corresponding to an original image on said screen; 

electrostatic attracting means for electrostatically 
attracting a recording material and conveying said 
material to a recording position opposing said sur 
face of said screen after formation of said primary 
electrostatic latent image thereon; 

means for supplying the recording material to said 
electrostatic attracting means; and 

means for forming a secondary electrostatic latent 
image on the recording material at said recording 
position. 

3. An electrostatic copying machine according to 
claim 2, wherein said attracting means includes a recip 
rocating member for conveying said recording material 
to said recording position from a position adjacent said 
supply means. . 

4. An electrostatic copying machine according to 
claim 2, wherein said electrostatic attracting means 
includes back-tension reel means, and an electrostatic 
attracting member wound around said reel means for 
being unwound therefrom to move said recording ma 
terial to saidv recording position, and for being subse 
quently rewound by the back-tension of the reel. 

5. An electrostatic copying machine according to 
claim 2, wherein said attracting means includes an 
endless member, means for moving said endless mem 
ber between a retracted position and said recording 
position, and means for rotating the endless member, 
wherein the recording material is conveyed by rotation 
of the endless member from said supply means to said 
recording position. 

6. An electrostatic copying machine according to 
claim 2, wherein said electrostatic attracting means 
comprises an electrostatic attracting member including 
a high resistance layer having ?rst and second conduc 
tive layers disposed on opposite sides thereof, and 
wherein said second conductive layer comprises a plu 
rality of interconnected conductive projections extend 
ing from said high resistance layer, said electrostatic 
attracting member being effective to attract the record 
ing material upon application of a voltage to said two 
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conductive layers on the opposite sides of said'high 
resistance member. 

7. An electrostatic'copying machine according to 
claim 6, wherein said second conductive layer of said 
electrostatic attracting member is in the form of a net. 

8. An electrostatic copying machine according to 
1 claim 6, wherein said second conductive layer of said 
electrostatic attracting member is in the form of sub 
stantially equidistant lines. 

9. An electrostatic copying machine comprising: 
a substantially stationary photosensitive screen hav 

ing a number of ?ne openings therein; 
means for exposing a surface of said screen to image 

light to form a primary electrostatic latent image 
coresponding to an original image on said screen; 

electrostatic attracting means for electrostatically 
attracting a recording material and conveying said 
material to a recording position opposing said sur 
face of said screen after formation of said primary 
electrostatic latent image thereon, said attracting 
means including an endless attracting member and 
means for moving said member from a retracted 
position to said recording position; 

means for supplying the recording material to said 
electrostatic attracting means; and 

means for forming a secondary electrostatic latent 
image on the recording material at said recording 
position. 

10. An electrostatic copying machine comprising: 
a substantially stationary photosensitive screen hav 

ing a number of ?ne openings therein; 
means for exposing a surface of said screen-to image 

light to form a primary electrostatic latent image 
corresponding to an original image on said screen; 

electrostatic attracting means for electrostatically 
attracting a recording material and conveying said 
material to a recording position opposing said sur 
face of said screen after formation of said primary 
electrostatic latent image thereon, wherein said 
attracting means includes a ?exible endless mem 
ber, a stationary roller for stretching said endless 
member, and a movable roller for moving said 
endless member from a retracted position to said 
recording position; 

means for supplying the recording material to said 
electrostatic attracting means; and 

means for forming a secondary ‘electrostatic latent 
image on the recording material at said recording 
position. 

11. An electrostatic copying machine comprising: 
a photosensitive screen having a number of ?ne 
openings and including a conductive member, a 
photoconductive member provided on said con 
ductive member, and a surface insulating member 
provided on said photoconductive member, said 
photoconductive and surface insulating members 
covering at least a substantial part of said conduc 
tive member; 

means for exposing a surface of said screen to an 
original image at an image exposure position for 
forming a primary electrostatic latent image of an 
original on said screen, said primary image forming 
means including primary voltage applying means, 
secondary voltage applying means and an optical 
system for projecting therethrough an image of the 
original upon said screen; 

electrostatic attracting means for electrostatically 
attracting a recording material and conveying said 
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material to a recording position adjacent said ex 
posed surface of said screen at said exposure posi 
tion, after said formation of said primary electro 
static latent image; 

means for supplying the recording material to said 
electrostatic attracting means; and 

means for forming a secondary electrostatic latent 
image on said recording material at said recording 
position. 

12. An electrostatic copying machine comprising: 
a substantially stationary photosensitive screen hav 

ing a number of ?ne openings and including a con 
ductive member, a photoconductive member pro~ 
vided on said conductive member, and a surface 
insulating member provided on said photoconduc 
tive member, said photoconductive and surface 
insulating members covering at least a substantial 
part of said conductive member; 

means for exposing a surface of said screen to an 
original image for forming a primary electrostatic 
latent image of an original on said screen, said 
primary image forming means including primary 
voltage applying means, secondary voltage apply 
ing means and an optical system for projecting 
therethrough an image of the original upon said 
screen; 

electrostatic attracting means for electrostatically 
attracting a recording material and conveying said 
material to a recording position adjacent said ex 
posed surface of said screen after said formation of 
said primary electrostatic latent image; 

means for supplying the recording material to said 
electrostatic attracting means; and 

means for forming a secondary electrostatic latent 
image on said recording material at said recording 
position. 

13. An electrostatic copying machine according to 
claim 12, wherein said attracting means includes an 
endless member, means for moving said endless mem 
ber between a retracted position and said recording 
position, and means for rotating the endless member, 
wherein the recording material is conveyed by rotation 
of the endless member from said supply means to-said 
recording position. 

14. An electrostatic copying machine according to 
claim 12, wherein said attracting means includes a 
reciprocating member for conveying said recording 
material to said recording position from a position 
adjacent said supply means. 

15. An electrostatic copying machine according to 
claim 12, wherein said electrostatic attracting means 
includes back-tension reel means, and an electrostatic 
attracting member wound around said reel means for 
being unwound therefrom to move said recording ma 
terial to said recording position, and for being subse 
quently rewound by the back-tension of the reel. 

16. An electrostatic copying machine according to 
claim 12, wherein said electrostatic attracting means 
comprises an electrostatic attracting member including ' 
a high resistance layer having ?rst and second conduc 
tive layers disposed on opposite sides thereof, and 
wherein said second conductive layer comprises a plu 
rality of interconnected conductive projections extend 
ing from said high resistance layer, said electrostatic 
attracting member being effective to attract the record 
ing material upon application of a voltage to said two 
conductive layers on the opposite sides of said high 
resistance member. 
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17. An electrostatic copying machine comprising: 
a photosensitive screen having a number of ?ne 
openings therein; 

means for exposing a surface of said screen to se 
quential color resolved portions of an original 
image at an image exposure position for sequen 
tially forming on said screen a separate primary 
electrostatic latent image corresponding tov each 
color resolved portion of the original image; 

electrostatic attracting means for electrostatically 
attracting a recording material, wherein said at 
tracting means conveys said material to a recording 
position adjacent said exposed surface of said pho 
tosensitive screen at said exposure position and 
then conveys said material away from said record 
ing position, after each said formation of said sepa 
rate primary electrostatic latent images; 

means for supplying the recording material to said 
electrostatic attracting means; 

means for forming a secondary electrostatic latent 
image on said recording material at said recording 

7 position,‘ each time said material is ‘conveyed 
thereto; and 

means for developing each secondary electrostatic 
latent image formed on said recording material 
with a color developer corresponding to a respec 
tive resolved color each time said attracting means 
conveys said material away from said recording 
position. 

18. An electrostatic copying machine comprising: 
a substantially stationary photosensitive screen hav 

ing a number of ?ne openings therein; 
means for exposing a surface of said screen to se 
quential color resolved portions of an original 
image for sequentially forming on said screen a 
separate primary electrostatic latent image corre 
sponding to each color resolved portion of the 
original image; 

electrostatic attracting means for electrostatically 
attracting a recording material, wherein said at 
tracting means conveys said material to a recording 
position adjacent said exposed surface of said pho 
tosensitive screen and then conveys said material 
away from said recording position, after each said 
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formation of said separate primary electrostatic 
latent images; 

means for supplying the recording material to said 
electrostatic attracting means; 

means for forming a secondary electrostatic latent 
image on said recording material at said recording 
position, each time said material is conveyed 
thereto; and 

means for developing each secondary electrostatic 
latent image formed on said recording material 
with a color developer corresponding to a respec 
tive resolved color each time said attracting means 
conveys said material away from said recording 
position. 

19. An electrostatic copying machine according to 
claim 18, wherein said developing means and said re 
cording material conveyed by said attracting means are 
moved relative to each other as each secondary elec 
trostatic latent image is developed with a respective 
color developer by said developing means. 

20. An electrostatic copying machine according to 
claim 18, wherein said electrostatic attracting means 
comprises an electrostatic attracting member including 
a high resistance layer having ?rst and second conduc 
tive layers disposed on opposite sides thereof, and 
wherein said second conductive layer comprises a plu 
rality of interconnected conductive projections extend 
ing from said high resistance layer, said electrostatic 
attracting member being effective to attract the record 
ing material upon application of a voltage to said two 
conductive layers on the opposite sides of said high 
resistance member. 

21. Ali’ electrostatic copying maching according to 
claim 18, wherein said attracting means includes a 
reciprocating ‘member for conveying said recording 

' material to said recording position from a position 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

adjacent said supply means. 
22. An electrostatic copying maching according to 

claim 18, wherein said electrostatic attracting means 
includes back-tension'reel means, and an electrostatic 
attracting member wound around said reel means for 
being unwound therefrom to move said recording ma 
terial to said recording position, and for being subse 
quently rewound by the back-tension of the reel. 

* * * * =l= 
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