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[57] ABSTRACT 
A polygonal chassis for a vehicle, having wheels or 
tracks, particularly intended for travel over rough ter 
rain. The chassis preferably polygonal has peripheral 

members ‘provided with journals for an inner or an 
outer train bearing and driving means. The chassis is 
made of sections joined by articulated ?exible cou 
plings in the corners of the perimeter of the frame. A 
second set of such couplings is provided optionally at 
the junction of a rigid brace with the frame. A first 
species of the invention teaches the use of rigid girders‘ 
as the frame brace, with each girder connected with 
the outside of the frame by articulate couplings, or the 
girders are crossing each other and connect to the op 
posite periphery of the frame by articulate or ?exible 
couplings and in the alternative a rigid bracing of 
inner longitudinal girders is joined by the same type of 
couplings to the opposite portions of the frame. 
A second species of the invention discloses bracing for 
the frame in the form of wire ropes with adjustable 
initial tension. As an improvement on this two 
diagonals of wire ropes are provided with means to 
adjust their tension. ' 

A further improvement disclosed is a crossing. 

An improvement over the basic disclosure teaches the 
joining of a plurality of frames, selected among the 
?rst and second species thereof, and conventional 
prior art frames, by the inventive improvements of this 
invention, either side-by-side or tandem and if more 
than two frames are to be joined by a tandem 
arrangement. 

6 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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CROSSREFERENCE TO A RELATED 
v ‘ APPLICATION’, v 

This is a Continuation-ln-Part application ‘to the 
pending US. Pat. application, Ser. No. 322,604, now 
abandoned, filed‘on Dec‘. 16, 1971, of the same inven 
tor. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to a‘chassis member for use 

with vehicles and has particular, but not ‘exclusive, use 
with wheel or track vehicles intended for use'over un- . 
even or ‘ro’ughuterrain. (Class 280.~ Subclass 106)., 

2. Description of the Prior Art ‘ ' I‘ " “ 

It is known that rigid chassis members for wheeled 
vehicles require independent springs associated with 
each wheel and preferably independentisuspension and 
shock absorbers. Similarly, on track vehicles each track 
must have‘independent springs and possibly indepen 
dent shock absorbersjSuch springs and shock‘ absorb 
ers are usuallyassocia'ted with the front and rear poréi 
tions of thetrack although springs and shock absorbers 
may be disposed intermediate the end portions of the 
track. ' 1 " ‘1 

While such prior art devices have maintained the 
.base of the vehicle in a substantially undeformed state, 
the space required for springs and shock absorbers has . 
been excessive and has reduced ground clearance. ’ 
The prior art is represented by U.S.rPat-. No. 985,361 

to McCauley, dated Feb. 28, 1911., who-discloses a 
frame comprising a plurality of cast sections, rigidly 
interconnected with bracings in various arrangements. 

SUMMARY‘ OF THE INVENTION ' 
The objects of the invention are. I . 

to provide a chassis of the'type described, which; 
is ?exible and suitable for vehicles, used with wheel 

and‘ track vehicles traversing rough’ or 1 uneven 
ground; .. _ _ - . '_ .. 

reduces the space required for springs and shock 
absorbers and reduces the ground clearance; and 

which by virtue of its relatively free twisting at its 
couplings, gives utmost adaptability to and contact 
with the ground of the train of wheels, whilst the 
whole weight of the chasis is reduced ,to a mini 
mum. Other objects and many of the attendant 
advantages of the invention will become apparent 
to those skilled in the art from the accompanying 
description and drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of an embodiment having end 
frame members integral with diagonally disposed brac 
ing elements. 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of an embodiment wherein the 

frame members are braced by wire ropes. 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of an embodiment wherein 

central longitudinal and central lateral members form 
rigid bracing elements, and 
FIG. 4 is a plan view of an embodiment wherein the 

end members are joined with a central longitudinal 
rigid member. 
FIGS. 5a and 5b are cross-sectional views of the chas 

sis of the invention depicted in operational engagement 
with a rough convex and concave terrain, respectively. 
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2 
Same reference characters denote same ,or equiva 

lent parts in the several views shown and repetition of 
indication of parts common to the various views are 
omitted for purposes of brevity. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The chassis members per se, of the present invention 
may constitute the primary springing for the vehicle by 
utilizing selected ones, of a plurality of frame members, 
as torsion or ?exible elements. . 
According to the invention, a polygonal chasis, for 

instance a quadrangular frame, on which. may be 
mounted a V power plant and steerage- and control 
means, and whose peripheral members are provided 
with journals for an inner or outer train of bearing-and 
driving, pneumatic-tired or tracked wheels. The'chassis 
is preferably made ofjsections, joined by means of artic 
ulated or elastic ?exible couplings, as for example ball 
and-socket. joints or elastomeric elements. 
According to a ?rst embodiment of the invention, 

articulated couplings ‘are applied in the corner of the 
perimeter of the‘frame. . a , 
1,An improvement, on this embodiment provides artic 
ulated couplings: also at the junctionof a rigid bracing 
memberwith said frame. . ' _. . ' 

A second embodiment of the invention‘ provides 
bracing of a frame by rigid girders, whereby each girder 
connects through an articulateor elastic coupling to an 
‘outer side member of the frame‘, the said girders prefer 
ably parallel to each other. 1 _ . . _ 

‘An improvement on, the second’ embodiment .of the 
invention5 provides rigidbracing, for ‘the ‘frame consist~ 
ingiof aucrossof girders connecting together on each 
girder to opposite peripheral members;of ,the frame 
through articulate or elastic; ?exible couplings.‘ 
Another improvement on the second embodiment of 

the invention. provides rigid bracing consisting of an 
inner longitudinal, preferably central girder, which 
joinsthrough articulate or elastic ?exiblecouplings to 
opposite peripheral ‘members of the frame, preferably 
two opposite cross members of the frame. 

, ,A‘third embodiment of the invention provides brac 
ing fonthe frame consistingjof wire ropes whose initial 
tension is adjustable. , 

In an improvement on the third embodiment of the 
invention the bracing consists of two diagonals of'wire 
ropes which are each initially preregulated in tension. 
FIGS. 50 and 5b demonstrate the advantages of the 

invention, showing variations in the tumble of the 
frame in actual ?eld relationships to a rough convex 
and concave terrain, respectively. 
A last embodiment of the invention provides for 

joining two or more frames, either conventional or 
according to the invention either side by side or in 
tandem, as well as, if more than two frames are to be 
joined to one another, by side by side and arrangement 
in tandem. , 

Referring to FIG. 1, the frame shown comprises a 
pair of side members 3 which include transverse aper 
tures 1a and 1b. ‘ . 

The apertures may be ?tted with elastic torsional 
couplings formed of rubber or plastic material. The ' 
ends of the side members 3 are spanned by end mem 
bers 4. A pair of diagonal members 2a are rigidly joined 
at one end thereof to one end of each of an associated 
end member 4 and the members 2a extend to the oppo 
site side member to engage therein an aperture 1b 
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which is ?tted with an elastic torsional coupling. 

‘ In FIG. 2,-th'e‘structure comprises a pair of side mem 
bers 3' the extremities of the ends thereof being pro 
vided with elastic torsional couplings which receive end‘ 
members 4. Opposed corners of the de?ned frame are 
joined by diagonally disposed wire ropes, the tension in 
each rope being adjusted by means of a turnbuckle. 
The wire ropes extend between the corners of the de 
?ned frame and could also extend if desired, at inter 
mediate points along the opposite side members. Fur 
ther, in this embodiment the frame de?ned by members 
3 and 4 may be held together by a trellis of stretched 
wire ropes. The frame according to FIG. 2 may be 
constructed without'bracing, as the couplings at the 
corners are inwardly stable enough to limit the twist of 
the articulated chassis. ' 

In FIG. 3, each of the side members 3 and the end 
members 4 are provided with elastic vtorsional cou 
plings to receive lateral and longitudinal cross girders 
2c. The cross girders 2c, in this embodiment, should be 
relatively rigid. - . 

In the embodiment shown in FIG..4 the end members 
4 are both provided, at the extremities thereof, with 
elastic torsional couplings to receive the ends of the 
side members 3. The end members 4 are further pro 
vided with torsional elastic couplings, disposed at the 
longitudinal centre thereof, to receive a central longitu 
dinal girder 2d. - - 

The chassis according to the invention has the novel 
advantage that its set of wheels ortracks adapts itself 
completely to the uneven ground, both lengthwise and 
with transverse direction to the vehicle. The twist of the 
articulated chassis permits a limited-oscillation of the 
wheels in both senses. The result is an optimal adhesion‘ 
tothe ground. . - 

In the embodiments thus described the frames are 
free to yield in response to uneven terrain. 

It is to be understood that all the embodiments de 
scribed show frames that have a rectangular configura 
tion, however, the frame may have any quadrilateral 
‘con?guration to' suit the geometry of the associated 
vehicle. . ' 

'It is to be further understood that the elastic torsional 
couplings may be replaced by ball-and-socket joints to 
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provide the desired articulation. Further, the entire 
vehicle chassis may comprise a plurality of frames 
joined together in series, parallel, or series-parallel 
arrangement. As with single frames the compound 
frame will conform to uneven terrain without over 
stressing of individual elements of the frame. 
For claim purpose .“Couplings” de?nes elastic cou 

plings, elastic torsional couplings and articulate joints. 
What I claim is: 
I. A vehicle chassis for a vehicle comprising: 
a frame composed of four rigid frame members, said 
frame members being one pair of side members 
‘and one pair of end members in a rectangular ar 
rangement, and elastic torsional coupling means 
connecting the adjoining ends of at least two of said 
frame members for limited swinging ‘movements 
between them in all directions. i 

2. A vehicle chassis for a vehicle as claimed in claim 
l,ifurthe'r comprising: ' 

. at least one bracing member; 7 
two of the opposite frame members being intercon 

‘' nected for limited swinging movements in all direc 
tions by said bracing member. 

3. A vehicle chassis for a vehicle as claimed in claim 
2,‘ the said two frame members each being intercon 
nected by coupling means with both ends of said brac- ' 
ing member for limited movements in all directions. 

I 4. A vehicle chassis for a vehicle as claimed in claim 
2, said at least one bracing member being intercon 
nected with at least one of ‘its ends by coupling means 
with two frame members. 

5. A vehicle chassisfor a vehicle as claimed ‘in claim. 
4, ‘said at least one bracing member being two bracing‘ 
members located parallel to each other, each con 
nected with one end to the end of one frame member 
and with its other end to the adjacent frame member at 
an intermediate point thereof. 

6. A vehicle chassis as claimed in claim 2, said at least 
one bracing member comprising a pair of diagonally 
disposed pre-tensioned bracing wires extending be 
tween an end of a side member to the opposite end of 
the opposedside member. _ 

* * * V* * 


