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[57] ABSTRACT 
A control lever is swingably mounted in torso for con 
trolling rotation and tilting of upper and lower torso 
members with respect to each other. When control 
lever is swung to a ?rst position it imparts a frictional 
drag to the connector connecting the torso portions 
together. When the lever is swung to a second position 
the torso portions are freed for unobstructed rotation 
and the lever extends outwardly from the torso for 
manipulation by a user of the toy. 

12 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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CONTROLLER FOR A FIGURE TOY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The background of the invention will be set forth in 
two parts. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention pertains generally to the field 
of ?gure toys and more particularly to a new and useful 
controller for controlling rotation and tilting of upper 
and lower torso members with respect to each other. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

The prior art known to applicant is listed by way of 
illustration, but not of limitation, in separate communi 
cations to the United States Patent Office. 
The present invention exempli?es improvements 

over this prior art. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A primary object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a new and useful controller for a ?gure toy. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a control lever for controlling rotation and tilting of an 
upper torso member with respect to a lower torso mem 
ber in a ?gure toy. 
According to the present invention, a ?gure toy con 

struction is shown for purposes of illustration, but not 
of limitation, in the form of a doll having an upper torso 
member, a lower torso member and ball-and-socket 
means connecting the torso members together so that 
the torso members may rotate with respect to each 
other and also tilt with respect to each other. 
A torso-control means is movably mounted on the 

torso and includes ?nger means engageable with the 
ball-and-socket connector for imparting a frictional 
drag to the connector when the torso'control means is 
moved to a first position and for releasing the frictional 
drag when the torso-control means is moved to a sec 
ond position. The torso-control means holds the torso 
members in predetermined rotated positions when the 
torso-control means is in its first position and releases 
the torso members for unobstructed rotation with re 
spect to each other when the torso-control means is in 
its second position. 
The torso-control means includes a manipulating 

member in the form of a lever which extends from one 
of the torso members when the torso-control means is 
in its second position so that the torso-control means 
may be readily grasped by a user of the toy when it is 
desired to rotate the torso members with respect to 
each other. 
The torso-control means is shown for purposes of 

illustration, but not of limitation, as comprising a lever 
swingably mounted in the upper torso member on suit 
able trunnions. One end of the lever comprises a pair of 
fingers which are positioned inside the ?gure toy adja 
cent the ball-and-socket connection so that the fingers 
will frictionally engage the ball portion of the connec 
tion when the portion of the lever which extends out 
side the ?gure toy is moved to a position wherein it is 
?ush with the figure toy torso. This end of the lever 
may then be moved by a child-user of the toy to a 
position where it extends from the torso approximately 
normal thereto. This releases the fingers from engage 
ment with the ball and provides a finger-engaging mem 
ber which may be engaged by the thumb of the child 
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2 
user for manipulating the upper torso portion with 
respect to the lower torso portion through simulated 
sports activities, such as swinging a tennis racket, a golf 
club, a baseball bat or the like. The lever may then be 
swung back to its ?ush position so that the fingers will 
again engage the ball for imparting a frictional drag so 
that the upper torso portion may be moved to different 
positions with respect to the lower torso portion and 
maintained in these positions by the fingers. 
The features of the present invention which are be 

lieved to be novel are set forth with particularity in the 
appended claims. The present invention, both as to its 
organization and manner of use, together with further 
objects and advantages thereof, may be best under 
stood by reference to the following description, taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawings in 
which like reference characters refer to like elements 
in the several views. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a figure toy constitut 
ing a ?rst embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged, side-elevational view, with 

parts broken away to show internal construction, of the 
figure toy of FIG. 15 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view taken 
along line 3-3 of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a partial side elevational view, with parts 

broken away to show internal construction, of a figure 
toy constituting a second embodiment of the present 
invention; and 
FIG. 5 is a partial front elevational view, shown par 

tially in cross section, of the ?gure toy of FIG. 4. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, a ?gure toy constituting a 
first embodiment of the present invention is shown 
herein for purposes of illustration, but not of limitation, 
in the form of a doll and is generally designated 10. 
Doll 10 includes a torso 12 to which a plurality of ap 
pendages are rotatably connected. These appendages 
may comprise a head 14, a right arm 16, a left arm 18, 
a right leg 20 and a left leg 22. One or both arms l6, 18 
may be adapted to hold a suitable sports implement, 
such as the tennis racket‘24 shown in FIG. 1. 

Referring now more in particular to FIGS. 2 and 3, 
torso 12 includes an upper torso member 26 and a 
lower torso member 28. The upper torso member 26 
includes a front housing half 30 and a rear housing half 
32 connected together by pin-and-socket means 34 to 
form an encompassing side wall having an open bottom 
36. 
The lower torso member 28 includes a fromt housing 

half 38 and a rear housing half 40 which may also be 
connected together by suitable pin-and-socket means 
(not shown). The front housing half 38 carries the front 
portion 42 of a ball 44 and the rear housing half 40 
carries the rear portion 46 thereof. Ball 44 is loosely 
received in open end 36 of the upper torso member 26 
so that the torso members 26, 28 may be freely rotated 
and tilted with respect to each other. The upper torso 
member 26 includes suitable arm openings, such as the 
opening 48 for arm 16 and the lower torso member 28 
includes suitable leg pins, like the pin 50 for left leg 22 
(not shown in FIG. 2). 
Doll 10 also includes a control lever 52 which func 

tions as a torso-control means by imparting a frictional 
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drag to the connecting means formed by ball 44 and 
opening 36 and for releasing the frictional drag when it 
is desired to freely rotate and tilt the torso members 
with respect to each other. Control lever 52 is swing 
ably mounted in upper torso portion 26 by a pair of 
trunnions 54, 56 mounted in U-shaped journals 58, 60 
and ?xed to housing half 32 above opening 36 and 
adjacent ball 44. Trunnions 54, 56 are maintained in 
position in journals 58, 60 by gusset plates 62, 64, 
respectively, and fixed to front housing half 30. Control 
lever 52 includes a pair of fingers 66, 68, which are 
disposed inside upper torso member 26, and a finger 
engaging member 70, which extends from trunnions 
54, 56 to a position outside upper torso member 26. 
Finger-engaging member 70 may be swung to the posi 
tion shown in solid lines in FIG. 2 wherein ?nger 
engaging member 70 lies approximately normal to the 
vertical axis of upper torso member 26 to the position 
shown in broken lines in FIG. 2 wherein ?nger-engag 
ing member 70 is flush with the wall forming rear hous~ 
ing half 32. In this broken-line position, ?ngers 66, 68 
frictionally engage ball 44 to impart a drag between 
ball 44, opening 36 and ?ngers, 66, 68 so that upper 
torso member 26 and lower torso member 28 may be 
rotated and tilted to different positions with respect to 
each other and will maintain these positions until they 
are moved to different positions. When control lever 52 
is in the position shown in solid lines in FIG. 2, a detent 
72 on finger 66 and a detent 74 on ?nger 68 engage 
grooves 76, 78, respectively, in member 62, 64 for 
resisting movement of control lever 52 from its solid 
line position during manipulation of upper torso por 
tion 26 by the thumb 80 of a user (not shown) of toy 
l0. Finger-engaging member 70 may be provided with 
a thumb-engaging portion 82 having a recessed portion 
84, if desired. 

In use, control lever 52 may be moved to its broken 
line position where fingers 66, 68 will push ball 44 
against opening 36 creating suf?cient frictional drag to 
permit maintaining upper torso member 26 and lower 
torso member 28 in any rotated or tilted position to 
which they may be moved by a child-user of toy 10. 
Control lever 52 may then be swung to its solid-line 

position where pressure on ball 44 is released so that 
upper torso member 26 and lower torso member 28 
have a loose-fit with respect to each other and may be 
freely rotated and tilted by control lever 52 so that a 
child-user may play a sports implement, like tennis 
racket 24, in position on arm 16 and manipulate ?gure 
toy 10 in such a manner that it will bat a small ball (not 
shown). The detent means 72, 74, 76 and 78 maintains 
control lever 52 in its solid-line position even though 
thumb 80 may exert slightly upward pressure on 
thumb-engaging member 82. 

Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 5, a ?gure toy or doll 
constituting a second embodiment of the present inven 
tion, generally designated 10A includes a torso 12A to 
which a plurality of appendages (not shown) may be 
rotatably connected. Torso 12A includes an upper 
torso member 26A and a lower torso member 28A. The 
upper torso member 26A includes an encompassing 
side wall 35A and an upwardly concave bottom wall 
36A. 
The lower torso member 28A includes a ball 44A 

which is seated in bottom wall 36A of the upper torso 
member 26A so that the torso members 26A, 28A may 
be rotated and tilted with respect to each other. A short 
post 31 extends upwardly from ball 44A at an angle of 
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4 
approximately 12° from the vertical center line of ?g 
ure toy 10A and rides in a slot 33 in bottom wall 36A 
for guiding upper torso member 26A through a realistic 
path when upper torso member 26A is tilted forwardly 
and rearwardly. A spring 35 connects post 31 to upper 
torso member 26A for biasing upper torso member 
26A to an upright position. 

Doll 10A also includes a control lever 52A which 
functions as a torso-control means by imparting a fric 
tional drag to the connecting means formed by ball 
44A and wall 36A and for releasing the frictional drag 
when it is desired to freely rotate and tilt the torso 
members with respect to each other. Control lever 52A 
is swingably mounted in upper torso portion 26A by a 
pin 54A. Control lever 52A includes a finger 66A, 
which is disposed inside upper torso member 26A, and 
a ?nger-engaging member 70A, which extends from 
pin 54A to a position outside upper torso member 26A. 
Finger-engaging member 70A may be swung to the 
position shown in broken lines in FIG. 4 where ?nger 
engaging member 70A lies approximately normal to 
the vertical axis of upper torso member 26A to the 
position shown in solid lines in FIG. 4 where ?nger 
engaging member 70A is ?ush with the wall 35A. In 
this solid-line position, finger 66A frictionally engages 
ball 44A to impart a drag between ball 44A, wall 36A 
and finger 66A so that upper torso member 26A and 
lower torso member 28A may be rotated and tilted to 
different positions with respect to each other and will 
maintain these positions until they are moved to differ 
ent positions. When control lever 52A is in the position 
shown in broken lines in FIG. 4, a detent 72A on ?nger 
66A engages a groove 76A in upper torso member 26A 
for resisting movement of control lever 52A from its 
broken-line position during manipulation of upper 
torso portion 26A by a child-user (not shown) of doll 
10A. 
While the particular controllers for figure toys herein 

shown and described in detail are fully capable of at 
taining the objects and providing the advantages here 
inbefore stated, it is to be understood that they are 
merely illustrative of the presently preferred embodi 
ments of the invention and that no limitations are in 
tended to the details of construction or design herein 
shown other than as de?ned in the appended claims 
which form a part of this disclosure. 
Whenever the term “means” is employed in these 

claims, this term is to be interpreted as de?ning the 
corresponding structure illustrated and described in 
this specification or the equivalent of the same. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a figure toy construction including a torso hav~ 

ing an upper torso member and a lower torso member 
and means connecting said torso members together so 
that said torso members may rotate with respect to 
each other, the improvement which comprises: 

a torso-control means movably mounted on said 
torso, said torso-control means including means for 
imparting a frictional drag to said connecting 
means when said torso-control means is moved to a 
first position and for releasing said frictional drag 
when said torso-control means is moved to a sec 
ond position, whereby said torso-control means 
will hold said torso members in predetermined 
rotated positions when said torso-control means is 
in said first position and will release said torso 
members for unobstructed rotation with respect to 
each other when said torso-control means is in said 
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second position. 
2. An improvement as stated in claim 1 wherein said 

torso-control means includes a manipulating member 
which may be used to rotate said members with respect 
to each other when said torso-control means is in said 
second position. 

3. An improvement as stated in claim 1 wherein said 
torso-control-means is a lever swingably mounted in 
said torso. 

4. An improvement as stated in claim 3 wherein said 
lever is swingably mounted in said upper torso member. 

5. An improvement as stated in claim 3 wherein said 
lever includes a ?rst end inside said torso for imparting 
said frictional drag to said connecting means and a 
second end extending outside said torso for manipula 
tion by a user of said toy. 

6. An improvement as stated in claim 1 wherein said 
connecting means comprises a ball-and-socket connec 
tion and wherein said means for imparting a frictional 
drag to said connecting means includes finger means 
adapted to press the ball portion of said ball-and-socket 
connection into ?rm engagement with the socket por 
tion thereof. 

7. A ?gure toy, comprising: 
an upper torso member having an open lower end; 
a lower torso member having an upstanding ball 

seated in the open lower end of said upper torso 
member; and 
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control lever means swingably mounted in said torso, 
said control lever means including ?nger means 
engagable with said ball for firmly seating said ball 
in said opening when said control lever means is 
swung to a ?rst position and for releasing said ball 
when said control lever means is swung to a second 
position approximately normal to said ?rst posi 
tion. 

8. A ?gure toy as stated in claim 7 including detent 
means for maintaining said control lever means in said 
second position. 

9. A ?gure toy as stated in claim 7 wherein said con 
trol lever means includes a thumb-engaging member 
engageable by the thumb of a child-user of said toy for 
manipulating said upper torso member with respect to 
said lower torso member. 

10. A ?gure toy as stated in claim 7 wherein said 
open lower end is provided with an upwardly-concave 
bottom wall engaging said ball. 

11. A ?gure toy as stated in claim 10 including a post 
on said ball and a slot in said bottom wall, said post 
being operatively engaged in said slot for guiding said 
upper torso member during forward and rearward 
movement thereof. 

12. A ?gure toy as stated in claim 11 including spring 
means connecting said post to said upper torso member 
to a substantially upright position. 


