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DISPLAY CARTON 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention . 
This invention relates generally to receptacles which 

are used as a display device for articles, where the 
display container has particular means for supporting 
or positioning the contents of the receptacle in display 
position. The carton also is one which may be used as 
a storage container which is convertible to a display 
container by means forming part of the container when 
shipped to the dealer. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Many consumer items are today packaged in a vari 

ety of ways which employ a backing card to which the 
article is attached by means of shrinkable‘ ?lms or, 
where the card has an appropriate aperture, the article 
is suspended in that aperture and surrounded by the 
card with the use of shrinkable thermo-plastic film. The 
card allows the manufacturer to put more information 
relating to the product on the card as well as printing 
sales promotional material such as art work on the 
card. Where the articles are packaged on a narrow thin 
card and the item projects from the plane of the card, 
it is frequently the case that shipment and storage of 
these carded items results in wasted space as well as 
damage to the product. It is desirable to place these 
types of carded articles in display containers which may 
further be used for bearing artwork or other indicia and 
which serve as an attractive display location and which 
also may be used as a storage container. 
Present designs for such containers such as U.S. Pat. 

No. 3,208,583 to Kamps and US. Pat. No. 3,669,251 
to Phillips, Jr. are not satisfactory for carded items 
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2 
FIG. 5 is a side elevational section view of the carton 

shown in FIG. 3 taken along section line 5-5; 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of the carton and carded articles 

shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 7 is a front elevation sectional view of the carton 

shown in FIG. 6 taken along section line 7 --7 in FIG. 5, 
with the carded articles shown in broken outline. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The carton with the carded articles shown in FIG. 1 
gives an overall view of how the package would appear 

. when in the display mode. The particular carded arti 
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since the supporting members are only effective at the . 
top of the item, and in the case of lower carded articles, 
the movement within the container could result in dam 
age and would not achieve the desired result of having 
the cards in the uniform parallel relationship. 

' SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A display carton for articles such as display cards 
adapted to hold them in an upright parallel relationship 
having front, rear and side panels with inner side panels 
hingedly attached to the tops of the side panels and 
folded down into the carton and provided with substan 
tially vertical slots to retain the cards with a second 
section on each downwardly folded section foldable 
inwardly but having spacer tabs attached thereto and 
which fold outward to space the bottom edge of the 
downwardly folded panels away from the outer side 
wall. The carton may also be provided with atop cover 
which has sides and a front and is removable along the 
back panel to allow the carton to be used as a shipping 
container. ' 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a display carton with carded articles and 
embodying the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the carton shown in 

FIG. 1 with a portion of the side wall cut away and 
without the carded articles; 
FIG. 3 shows the carton of FIG. 1 with a cover assem 

bly in place; ‘ ' _ ' 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a blank adapted to be folded 
into a carton embodying the present invention; 
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cles which will be shown generally as 10 include an 
article of three-dimensional shape 11 which is placed 
into an aperture on a ?at card 12 and heldin place on 
the card 12 by means of shrinkwrap or similar means. 
As can be seen the carded articles do not lend them 
selves to stacking and therefore conventional shipping 
containers are not satisfactory-for shipping and storing 
this type of article, since they would require unusual 
partitioning or packing materials. Also it can be seen 
that these items are best displayed in an upright posi 
tion. Y 

The container is shown generally in the various fig 
ures as 13 and is erected from a blank such as shown in 
FIG. 4. It should be understood that the blank shown in 
FIG. 4 includes the appropriate sections which may be 
folded to make up a top cover which will be described 
later, however those parts‘of the blank are included 
which are used to make up the basic carton 13. The 
blank. includes a rectangular panel 14 which is adapted 
to become the bottom panel of the carton which has at 
its bottom edge a fold line 15 to which is attached a 
panel 16 which is further attached by a hinge line 17 to 
the front panel 18. As can be seen in the drawings the 
front panel 18 is reinforced by the panel 16 which is 
folded ‘down into back-to-back relationship with the 
front panel 18. The front panel 18 is further de?ned by 
fold line 19 which extends horizontally across the en 
tire length of the blank as a co-linear bottom edge for 
the front, back and side panels. The bottom panel 14 
has side edges 20 and 21 which are interrupted at the 
top ends by connecting nicks which will be described 
later. I 

‘ In the particular embodiment shown, the side panels 
are angled downwardly and the rear panel is higher 
than the front panel. Consequently it may be seen that 
the lateral edges of the front panel 18 include vertical 
fold lines 22 and 23 which serve to hingedly attach the 
four-sided side panels 24 and 25 respectively whose top 
edges 26 and 27 slope toward the front panel 18. In the 
embodiment shown the rear panel 28 is shown attached 
to the side panel 25 by hinge line 29 and on the oppo 
site side panel 24 there is attached by a hinge line 30 to 
a manufacturer’s glue flap 31 which permits the rear, 
side and front panels to be attached into a tube-like 
configuration as‘ seen in the ?gures. Each of the side 
panels 24 and 25 have connected thereto along the top 
edges 26 and 27 side panel liner sections 32 and 33 
which extend downwardly into the carton and in the 
case of the blank comprise a triangular shaped piece in 
the area defined by the side edges of the bottom panel 
14 and which are numbered 20 and 21 and the top 
edges of the side panels which are 26 and 27. These 
side panel liner sections 32 and 33 each have a bottom 
edge which in the blank is represented by the scored 
hinge lines 34 and 35 respectively which in the finished 
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form lie juxtaposed against the bottom panel 14 as can 
be seen in FIG. 2. 
'Hingedly connected to the side panel liner sections 

32 and 33 are triangular bottom sections 36 and 37 
which ?ll in the space between the fold lines 34 and 35 
at the edges 20 and 21 of the bottom panel 14. The 
second or triangular bottom sections are connected to 
the bottom panel 14 by small nicks shown generally as 
38 which are broken for ?nal assembly but which hold 
these long cuts together during the initial gluing and 
preliminary folding steps. The important feature of the 
triangular sections 37 are the outwardly facing spacer 
tabs which are designated 39 on the triangular section 
36 and as 40 on the triangular section 37. These spacer 
tabs 39 are cut into the area generally defined by the 
side panel liner sections 32 and 33 but it can be seen 
that when the assembly is completed an the side panel 
liner sections 36 and 37 are folded inwardly to lie in 
?ush relationship with the bottom of the carton 14 the 
spacer tabs 39 extend outwardly to position the surface 
of the triangular sections 32 and 33 a predetermined 
distance away from the outer walls 24 and 25. This 
insures that the cards 10, when ?tted into the appropri 
ate vertical slots which are shown as 41 in the side 
panel liner section 32 and as 42 in the side panel liner 
section 33 will provide a recess for the cards 10 and the 
resiliency of the liner sections 32 and 33 will serve to 
hold the cards 10 in position. If these spacer tabs 39 
and 40 were not present the triangular sections 32 and 
33 would simply be pushed out against the inside sur~ 
face of the outer side panels 24 and 25 and there would 
be nothing to restrain the cards 10. The exact con?gu 
ration of the ?aps which form the bottom closure for 
the carton 13 may be of any of the standard types 
known in the art, and the one which is illustrated in 
FIG. 4 includes four closure ?aps 56, 43, 44 and 45 
attached to the side front and rear panels along the 
bottom edge hinge line 19 and which fold together to 
form the well known I-Iimes bottom structure, similar to 
that shown in US. Pat. No. 2,327,709. 
As previously mentioned, the top cover is removable, 

and it is illustrated in FIG. 4 as being attached to the 
top of the rear panel 28 along a perforated line 46 
which may be broken for removal of the top closure. 
The closure includes a rectangular top cover panel 47 
hingedly attached to the top edge of the rear panel 28 
and formed in size substantially equal to the bottom 
panel 14 with a front cover panel 48 hingedly attached 
to the top edge thereof along a hinge line 49. The sides 
of the top cover panel 47 are defined by hinge lines 50 
and 51 and side cover sections 52 and 53 are hingedly 
attached thereto which are formed in shape sufficient 
to extend downwardly in the ?nal folded position and 
tuck between the liner sections 32 and 33 and the sides 
of the articles 10 in the carton l3. Attached to the top 
edge of the front cover panel 48, which when folded is 
against the bottom edge of the front panel 18, is a 
tuck-in tab 54 which is insertable into a transverse slot 
55 formed in the center of the two hinge lines 15 and 
19 at the lower edge of the front panel 18. 
FIG. 2 shows a portion of the carton cut away in 

perspective view to illustrate how the liner section 33 is 
folded down and inwardly about the hinge line 27 and 
illustrates how the second or triangular section 37 folds 
inwardly to lie in overlapping relationship with the 
bottom liner panel 14 and also illustrates how the 
spacer tabs 40 which are attached thereto fold out 
wardly, since they are formed from a line cut extending 
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4 
into the first section 33, and serve to position the liner 
section 33 away from the outer side panel 25. 
The exact configuration of the side cover sections 52 

and 53 is variable depending on the particular applica 
tion. As can be seen in FIG. 5 the side cover section 52 
has a front extended portion 52a which is long enough 
that it rests against the inside bottom portion of a car 
ton in final folded position, and yet has depending rear 
portion which is cut up and away to prevent interfer 
ence between the packages 12 positioned in the slots 
42, and yet is designed with enough downwardly ex 
tending lengths so that it extends completely below the 
angled top edge 27 of the side panel 25. 

It should be understood that in the blank shown in 
FIG. 4 the design of the triangular sections 36 and 37 is 
utilitarian for purposes of the blank and preliminary 
folding steps only. The side edges of the bottom liner 
panel 20 and 21 are cut almost to their upper ends 
where the nicks 38 join the bottom liner panel 14 with 
the second sections 36 and 37. The particular triangu 
lar shape of the triangular sections 36 and 37 is simply 
the geometric resultant of the necessary angles for the 
top edge 26 and 27 and opposed edges 34 and 35 which 
are required to obtain a side panel and inner lining on 
each side terminating against the bottom liner panel 14. 
The required geometric shape to fill in the gap between 
the hinge lines 34, 35 and the side edges of the bottom 
liner panel 14 dictate the shape of the triangular sec 
tions 36 and 37. 

In accordance with the Patent Statutes, I have de 
scribed the principles of construction and operation of 
my improvement in DISPLAY CARTON; and while I 
have endeavored to set forth the best embodiment 
thereof, I desire to have it understood that obvious 
changes may be made within the scope of the following 
claims without departing from the spirit of my inven 
tion.’ ‘ 

I claim: ‘ 
1. A display carton made from foldable paperboard 

or similar sheet-like material and adapted for holding a 
plurality of thin rigid articles such as display cards in an 
upright position, said carton comprising: 

parallel front and back panels; ‘ 
pai'aillel side panels connecting said front and back 
, panels to form a tube-like arrangement; 
a bottom panel structure connecting said panels and 

_ ‘forming a base therefor; 
a "pair of liner sections connected to the top edges of 

said side panels and extending downwardly into 
jsaid carton, said liner sections having a bottom 
edge juxtaposed with said bottom panel; 

"said: liner sections having vertical slots formed 
itl?ijerein extending to the bottom edges thereof, said 
slots adapted to retain said rigid articles in parallel, 
spaced relation; 

a section hingedly attached along said bottom edge of 
each of said liner sections and folded inwardly to 
lie in flush relationship with said bottom panel; 

said hingedly attached sections having outwardly 
facing spacer tabs connected thereto extending 
between said bottom edges of said liner sections 
and said side panels; ‘ 

a front liner panel formed in size substantially equal 
to said front panel and hingedly attached to the top 
edge of said front panel and folded inwardly and 
downwardly into contact with said front panel; and 

a bottom liner hingedly connected to said front liner 
panel opposite said front panel and positioned in 
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panel having an angled top edge de?ned by a fold 
line; 

a second side panel formed in size and shape equal to 
said ?rst side panel, and attached to the opposite 
lateral edge of said front panel from said ?rst side 

. panel, said second side panel having a bottom edge 
, de?ned by a co-linear extension of said bottom 
edge of said front panel and said ?rst side panel, 
said second side panel having an opposed lateral 

overlapping relationship with said bottom panel 
structure to serve as a liner therefor. ' 

2. The carton of claim 1, wherein said'front panel is 
formed shorter than said back panel and said side pan 
els having angled top edges from back to front. _, 5 

3. A display carton made from foldable paperboard 
or similar sheet-like material and'adapted for holding a 
plurality of thin rigid articles such as display cards in an 
upright position, said carton comprising: 0 

' l parallel front and back panels; 
parallel side panels connecting said front and back 
panels to form a tube-like arrangement; 

a bottom panel structure connecting said panels and 
forming a base therefor; 

a pair of liner sections connected to the top edges of 
said side panels and extending downwardly into 
said carton, said liner sections having a bottom 
edge juxtaposed with said bottom panel; 

said liner sections having vertical slots formed 
therein extending to the bottom edges thereof, said 
slots adapted to retain said rigid articles in parallei, 
spaced relation; 

a section hingedly attached along said bottom edge of 
each of said liner sections and folded inwardly to 
lie in ?ush relationship with said bottom panel; 

said hingedly attached sections having outwardly 
facing spacer tabs connected thereto extending 
between said bottom edges of said liner sections 
and said side panels; 

a removable rectangular top cover panel hingedly 
attached along the top edge of said back panel, said 
top cover panel formed in size substantially equal 
to said bottom panel and positioned parallel 
thereto; 

a front cover panel hingedly attached to the front :. 
edge of said top cover panel and extending down 
wardly over said front panel to said bottom panel; 

said front panel having a transverse slot formed at the 
lower edge thereof; 

a tuck-in tab attached to the lower edge of said front , 
cover panel insertable into said transverse slot; and 

side cover sections hingedly attached to the sides of 
said top cover panel which extend downwardly and 
tuck between said liner sections and the sides of 
said articles in said carton. 

4. The carton of claim 3, wherein said front panel is 
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edge greater than said front panel and equal to said 
?rst opposed lateral edge of said ?rst side panel; 
rear panel substantially rectangular in shape and 
hingedly connected to said ?rst opposed lateral 
edge of said ?rst side panel, said rear panel formed 
in height a distance equal to said ?rst opposed 
lateral edge of said ?rst side panel and in width 
subtstantially equal to said front panel, said rear 
panel having a bottom edge de?ned by a co-linear 
extension of said bottom edge of said front panel, 
and also having a top edge; 

bottom closure flaps hingedly attached to said front, 
rear, and side panels, said closure ?aps adapted to 
be folded to form _a bottom closure structure of said 
carton; 
substantially rectangular bottom structure liner 
panel hingedly attached to said front liner panel 
along a hinge line parallel to said top edge of said 
front panel and extending vertically a distance 
substantially equal to the width of said ?rst side 
panels, said bottom liner panel adapted to be 
folded down and inwardly to cover said bottom 
closure structure flaps; 

a pair of ?rst sections, each hingedly attached along 
the top edge of each of said side panels, said ?rst 
sections each being generally triangular in shape 
and foldable down and inwardly into said carton, 
each of said ?rst sections having an opposed edge 
de?ned by a fold line opposite said top edge of said 
respective side panels, said opposed edge adapted 
to lie in juxtaposition with said bottom liner panel 
in the ?nal folded position of said carton, said ?rst 
sections having slots formed therein adapted to be 
capable of holding display cards in an upright posi 
tion; 

and second sections hingedly attached to said ?rst 
sections along said opposed edge in said ?rst sec 
tions, said second sections having spacer tabs ex 
tending beyond said hinge line into said ?rst sec 
tions such that in the ?nal folded position said 
spacer tabs lie between said ?rst sections and the 
bottom edge of said side panels, said second sec 
tions being folded into parallel relationship with 
said bottom liner panel. 

formed shorter than said back panel and said side pan 
els having angled top edges from back to front. 

5. A carton blank made from foldable paperboard or 
similar sheet-like material and adapted to be erected 
into a display carton for holding a plurality of thin rigid 
articles such as display cards in an upright position, said 
blank comprising: 
a rectangular front panel having opposed pairs of 

vertical and horizontal fold lines de?ning the top, 
bottom, and side edges of said front panel; 

a front liner panel formed in size substantially equal 
to said front panel and hingedly connected along 
said top edge of said front panel; 

a ?rst side panel hingedly connected to a ?rst side 
edge of said front panel, said side panel having a 
bottom edge de?ned by a hinge line co-linear with 
said bottom edge of said front panel, said ?rst side 
panel also having a ?rst lateral edge opposed to 
said front panel adapted to be folded to be at the 
rear of said carton, said opposed ?rst lateral edge 
formed with a greater vertical height than said 
front panel, with the top edge of said ?rst side 
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6. The carton blank of claim 5, including a top cover 
comprising: 
a substantially rectangular top cover panel hingedly 
attached along the top edge of said back panel, said 
top cover panel formed in size substantially equal 
to said bottom liner panel; 

a front cover panel hingedly attached to the top edge 
of said top cover panel and adapted to be folded 
downwardly over said front panel to enclose said 
carton, said front cover panel formed in size sub 
stantially equal to said rear panel; 

said front cover panel having a tuck-in tab hingedly 
attached to the top edge thereof; 

said front panel having a transverse slot formed in the 
bottom edge thereof adapted to receive said tuck 
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in tab; - _ folded position and tucked between said first sec 
a pair of side cover sections hingedly attached along tions and the sides of said articles when in position 
the lateral sides of said top cover panel formed in in said carton. 
size and adapted to extend downwardly in the final 5 * * * * * 
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