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RESEALABLE CONTAINER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to resealable containers which 
are basically simple in construction and require a mini 
mum amount of material to manufacture. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an exploded view of a preferred embodi 
ment of the resealable carton of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the resealable carton, 

shown in the original sealed conditions; 
FIGS. 3 and 4 are perspective views illustrating the 

procedure for rescaling the carton; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the carton in the re 

sealed condition; and 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the prior art resealable 

carton. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Resealable carton-type containers of corrugated ? 
berboard or the like material are known, which are re 
sealable after a sealed portion, usually the cover 
boards, have been opened. Obviously, such cartons are 
extremely convenient where it is required to repeatedly 
open or close top or bottom cover boards when, for ex 
ample, taking articles out of the carton bit-by-bit. How 
ever prior art resealable cartons have heretofore only 
been used for special articles, due to their incomplete 
locking mechanisms for the cover boards when re 
sealed. FIG. 6 illustrates a resealable carton of the con» 
ventional type. A locking slit, 0, is provided in folding 
boards, b, extending from the upper edge of a body 
proper, a, of the carton, and inserting flaps, e, extend 
ing from the end of each cover board, d, are brought 
into engagement with the slit, c, thereby ?xing cover 
boards, d. This carton, however, suffers from the draw 
back that a useless clearance is required for ac 
comodating the inserting pieces, e, within the carton, 
and the fact that the cover boards, b, tend to loosen be 
cause the inserting pieces, e, are merely maintained by 
frictional engagement with slits, 0. Additionally, since 
inserting pieces, 2, projecting from the cover boards, d, 
must be formed as separate members, extra paper ma 
terials for the inserting piece is required. 

It is therefore a principal object of the present inven 
tion to provide a resealable carton which is simple in 
construction and which can be more or less perfectly 
resealed. 
Therefore according to the present invention, a re 

sealable carton is provided which comprises: rectangu 
lar side boards; rectangular front and end boards; the 
side boards and front and rear boards being joined to 
gether by means of a junction member into a square pil 
lar; bottom end boards extending from the side boards 
and front and rear boards close the bottom opening of 
said square pillar; top cover boards extending from the 
side boards formed with locking projection pieces; and 
folding boards extending from the front and rear 
boards each having a locking ?ap provided with a slit 
spacially corresponding to the said locking projection 
pieces, said locking flaps capable of being raised up to 
locate on the extension of the front and rear boards 
when the carton is rescaled, such that the locking pro 
jection pieces of the side boards may be inserted in the 
respective locking slits, thereby locking the cover 
boards. 
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Referring now to the drawings of the present inven 
tion, FIG. 1 is an exploded view of a carton incorporat 
ing the instant improvements. Provided are rectangular 
side panels or boards, 1, front and rear boards, 2, and 
junction member, 3, for joining. a side board, 1, to a] 
front or rear board, 2, such that a squarepillar is 
thereby formed. Extending from the lower ends of the 
side, rear and front boards are bottom end boards or 
panels, 4. The bottom end boards are generally of a 
rectangular shape, but may be of identical shape with 
the cover boards, 5, used for covering the upper open 
ing of the carton as shown in the drawing. ‘Cover 
boards, 5, extend from the upper edged the side 
boards, 1, and each cover boardis formed with locking 
projection pieces, 6, in the opposite,v corners remote 
from the upper edge of the side board. Extending from 
the front and rear boards, 2, are folding boards, 7, each 
of which has, in a portion contiguous to the rear or 
front board, 2, a locking ?ap, 9, de?ned by perforated 
line, 8, in a substantially inverted U-shape. Each lock~v 
ing flap, 9, is provided with a slit, 10, running along the 
upper edge of the front and rear boards. Each slit, 10, 
is of a dimension sufficiently large to receive the lock 
ing projection pieces, 6, of the opposing cover boards, 
5, when they are closed. As shown in the drawing, slit, 
10, is formed by punching part of the locking flap, 9, 
but it may be perforated in a substantially inverted U 
shape and the portion de?ned by the perforated line 
may be bent inwardly of the carton along the line when 
the carton is resealed. Folding boards, 7, are provided 
with a semi-circular ?nger hole, 1 1, in a portion contig 
uous to each locking flap, 9. 
To assemble, side boards, 1, and front and rear 

boards, 2, are joined together by means of the junction 
member, 3, into a square pillar, and then bottom end 
boards, 4, are closed to block the bottom opening of 
the carton. In the particular example of FIG. 1, the pro 
cedure for closing the bottom opening is such that the 
bottom end boards, 4, extending from front and rear 
boards, 2, are first folded inwardly, then the other bot 
tom end boards, 4, extending from side boards, 1, are 
folded in superimposed relation to the firstly folded 
bottom end boards, 4, followed by fastening using, for 
example, a sealing tape, 12. To close the top of the car 
ton, folding boards, 7, and cover boards, 5, are folded 
inwardly, after which the cover boards are ?xed by 
means of tape, 12, thereby sealing the carton com 
pletely, as is illustrated in FIG. 2. 

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4 the procedure for reseal 
ing the carton after it is opened will now be described. 
After the tape, 12, is removed and the carton has been 
opened, locking flaps, 9, perforated on folding boards, 
7, are pulled upwards along the perforated line using 
?nger holes, 11, whereby locking flaps, 9, will be raised 
up on the extension of front and rear boards, 2, as 
shown in FIG. 4. Then cover boards, 5, are folding in 
wardly in superimposed relation to folding boards, 7, 
with the locking projection pieces, 6, ?lled in the slits, 
10, provided along the upper edges of rear and front 
boards, 2, whereby the cover boards, 5, are maintained 
in a fixed condition and no possibility of springing up 
wards, thereby achieving a fixed rescaling of the car 
ton. FIG. 5 illustrates the carton with the improvements 
of this invention in a rescaled condition. 
As is apparent from the foregoing, locking flaps are 

de?ned preferably by a perforated line on the folding 
boards and raised up along the perforated line during 
rescaling, and the cover boards are brought into en 
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gagement with the slits of the locking ?aps. Resealing 
of the carton is thereby facilitated. Additionally by use 
of the locking flaps which urges the cover boards down 
wards against their natural elasticity, the cover boards 
are maintained more completely in a locked condition, 
as compared with the prior art carton above described 
in which the cover boards are maintained merely in 
frictional engagement with the slits. Thus with the car 
ton of this invention there is no risk that, during storage 
or non-use, the resealed carton will open due to disen 
gagement of the cover boards from the locking slits. To 
reopen the resealed carton, the locking flaps are simply 
expanded towards the carton, thereby disengaging the 
locking projections from the slits, whereby the- cover 
boards will spring upwards due to the resiliency of the 
fiberboard, thus providing ease of opening. Another 
advantage which can be obtained from this invention is 
that the resealing mechanism, that is the locking pro 
jections and locking ?aps, can be formed on the cover 
boards or the folding boards by perforation, with the 
result that no more material is required than is neces 
sary for producing the commonly used non-resealable 
cartons. 
What is claimed is: 
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1. An article of manufacture for forming a resealable 

container, comprising, (a) two rectangular side panels; 
(b) rectangular front and rear panels; said front, rear 
and side panels being joined together to form a pillar 
having square top and bottom openings; (c) bottom 
end panels foldably affixed to the bottom edges of said 
side, front and rear panels, adapted to fold inwardly of 
said pillar so as to close the bottom opening of said pil 
lar; (d) a ?rst set of top panels foldably affixed to the 
top edges of said front and rear panels, adapted to fold 
inwardly of said pillar so as to block the top opening of 
said pillar, said top panels having perforated locking 
flaps containing a slit running along the top edges of 
said front and rear panels; (e) a second set of top pan 
els foldably affixed to the top edges of said side panels, 
adapted to fold inwardly of said pillar in superimposed 
relationship to said first set of top panels, and having 
?aps projecting from the corners remote from said top 
edges of said side panels; wherein said second set of top 
panels are adapted such that when they are in superim 
posed inwardly folded relationship to said first set of 
top panels, said projecting ?aps are receivable by said 
slits in locking relationship. 

>l= * * >l= * 


