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[57] ABSTRACT 

A three-component hospital bed service unit which 
provides technical facilities such as electrical outlets 
and lighting to the bed location. The service unit in» 
cludes a pair of service pylons'and a wall-mountable 
support bracket having a pair of horizontal shelf por 
tions for supporting the pair of pylons. Preferably, the 
spacing of the shelf portions is adjustable to facilitate 
receiving different widths of beds therebetween. 

8 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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HOSPITAL BED SERVICE UNIT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a hospital bed service unit. 
As hospital medical care facilities have become in 

creasingly sophisticated, it has become desirable and, 
in fact, in some cases necessary to have a variety of pa 
tient service facilities located accessibly to each bed. 
For example, it is most advantageous to have facilities 
such as electrical outlets, and individual observation, 
examination, and other lighting facilities for each indi 
vidual bed. In some cases, this has been achieved by in 
stalling such facilities within the wall at the head of the 
bed. However, this manner of permanently installing 
the facilities is not only expensive because of the sub 
stantial construction aspects of such installation, but it 
is also undesirable since the facilities cannot be easily 
replaced, modi?ed, or improved without additional 
substantial construction costs. Further, this type of per 
manent installation eliminates the possibility of rear 
ranging beds in a particular hospital room without in 
curring substantial construction costs for relocating the 
facilities. 
One approach to locating the necessary medical fa 

cilities adjacent to each bed has been to include all of 
these facilities in a service module which is mounted to 
the wall at the head of the bed. However, such known 
modules are large, cumbersome, necessitate a major 
moving and installation undertaking and also necessi 
tate a substantial undertaking to dismount the service 
module when modi?cation or repairs have to be made 
to the service module. In addition, no modules are 
known which will accommodate beds of different 
widths. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention, there is provided 
a hospital bed service unit for supplying the necessary 
technical facilities to a hospital bed which is easily in 
stalled, which is adjustable to accommodate beds of 
differing widths, and which is easily removed for repair, 
modi?cation, or installation of additional facilities. The 
hospital bed service unit is a three-component unit 
comprising a pair of service pylons and a 'wall 
mountable support bracket having a pair of horizontal 
shelf portions extending outwardly from the wall for 
supporting each of the pylons on the tops thereof re 
spectively. The pylons contain the necessary technical 
facilities such as electrical outlets and observation, ex 
amination, reading, indirect and nightlight lighting. The 
pylons rest on the shelf portions of the wall-mountable 
support bracket and extend upwardly adjacent each 
side of the bed headboard. The spacing of the horizon 
tal shelf portions of the wall-mountable support 
bracket are preferably adjustable to accommodate 
beds of varying widths. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the hospital bed ser 
vice unit of the present invention; 
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FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the hospital ' 
bed service unit of FIG. 1; 
FIG. '3 is a perspective view of the hospital bed ser 

vice unit of FIG. 1 with the decorative panels, bracket 
bumpers, and facilities having been removed; 
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2 
FIG. 4 is a front, partially cut-away, perspective view 

of one of the pylons and shelf portions illustrating the 
connection therebetween; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary, perspective view of a portion 

of the hospital bed service unit support bracket includ 
ing one horizontal shelf portion; 
FIG. 6 is a side, cross-sectional view of the support 

bracket taken along the plane VI—VI of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 7 is a top, cross-sectional view of a pylon of the 

hospital vbed service unit of FIG. 1 taken along the 
plane VII—VII of FIG. 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the drawings in more detail, FIG. 1 is a 
perspective view of the hospital bed service unit of the 
present invention which includes a pair of service py 
lons l0 and 11 which are supported on horizontal shelf 
portions 31 and 32 of wall-mountable support bracket 
30. > - ' 

Each of the pylons contains a lighting unit 12 which 
is described in detail in U.S. Pat. No. 3,803,396, enti 
tled LIGHTING ARRANGEMENT, and ?led on the 
same date as thisapplication. Such unit provides exam 
ination, reading, and indirect lighting. Also each pylon 
includes electrical outlets 13a and 13b and an observa 
tion light designated by reference numeral 14. Inaddi 
tion, each of the pylons are provided with night lights 
16 which also function to illuminate the switches and 
outlets on the front service panels of the pylons. _ 
The‘electrical supply lines can be connected at the 

rear or top of either of the pylons, whichever location 
is best suited to the particular hospital room. Intercon 
necting supply line 20 is provided so that only one 
pylon‘ need be connected to the external electrical 
source with the other pylon receiving the necessary 
electricity via supply line 20. 
The internal construction of pylons 10 and 11 is most 

clearly shown in FIG. 3 wherein the decorative panels, 
bracketbumpers and service facilities have been re 
moved. As shown, each of the pylons has a steel frame 
construction which includes a vertical back wall 51 and 
a vertical front channel member 52, with channel mem 
ber 52 and back wall 51 being connected at the top by 
horizontal bars53 and at the bottom by bottom plate 
54 which has opening 57 receiving the electrical con 
duit 20. Depending ?anges 50 (FIG. 4) depend from 
the sides of each of the bottom plates 54 for purposes 
as will be discussed below. 
Although the pylons will be securely supported verti 

cally solely by wall brackets 30, mounting holes 55 are 
provided in back plate 51 for securing to the wall by 
conventional mounting toggle bolts 56 (FIG. 7) or the 
like. 
As shown in FIGS. 2 and 7, the metal frame of pylons 

l0 and 11 are decoratively covered by wood or plastic 
side panels 60 and front panel 61. Although the front 
and side panels can be secured to the pylon frame in 

' any conventional manner, a simple and neat attach 
ment is achievable by using a pair of plastic extrusions 
70 which encapsulate the front vertical channels 52 of 
the pylon frames and each of which has a pair of panel 
receiving grooves along the front face thereof for re 
ceiving decorative front panels 61 by wedging panels 
61 within grooves 71. Additionally, a series of snaps, 
hooks, or screws can be provided along the outer sur 
fac'es'of the nylon frame which mate with correspond 
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ing holes on the inside surfaces of panels 60. Finally, a 
pair of plastic extrusions 72 may be utilized for each 
pylon for providing a flush ?t between the rear end of 
the decorative panels 60 and the room wall. 
The construction of wall-mountable support bracket 

30 is most clearly shown in FIG. 2, which is an ex 
ploded perspective view of the hospital bed service unit 
of FIG. 1. Wall-mountable bracket support 30 includes 
back plate 33 and horizontal shelf portions 31 and 32. 
Back plate 33 is mounted to the wall through mounting 
holes 34 in a conventional manner, e.g., by toggle bolts, 
Back plate 33 includes channel portions 35 for receipt 
of interconnecting electrical supply lines between py 
lons 10 and 11, such as supply line 20 (FIG. 6). 
Shelf portions 31 and 32 have a generally triangular 

con?guration conforming to the cross-sectional con?g 
uration of pylons l0 and 11, respectively, and include 
perpendicular support member 46a, diagonal support 
member 47a'and mounting plate 36 on shelf portion 

‘ 31, and perpendicular support member 46b, diagonal 
support member 47b and mounting plate 37 on shelf 
portion 32. The plates 36 and 37 are provided for se 
curing the shelf portions to the back plate 33 and each 
has a recessed channel portion 38 which confonns to 
a protruding mounting track 39 on back plate 33. Shelf 
portions 31 and 32 are mounted to back plate 33 by 
conventional attachment‘means, e.g., nuts and bolts, 
through the sets of holes 40 in the shelf portions and 
the holes 41 in back plate 33. By providing a plurality 
of spaced holes 41 in back plate 33, the positions of the 
mounting of shelf portions 31 and 32 to back plate 33 
can be selected at various positions along the plate 33 
so that the spacing of the shelf portions is horizontally 
adjustable to accommodate beds of differing widths. 

Vertical ?anges 42a and 42b are provided along the 
top edges of each of the members 460 and 47a of shelf 
portion 31 and 46b and 47b of shelf portion 32, respec 
tively. These ?anges are received between a pair of de 
pending ?anges on the underside of the frame of ‘each 
of pylons 10 and 11. This inter?t between the ?anges 
42 and the ?anges 50 is most clearly shown in FIG. 4 
and provides a secure seating of pylons l0 and 11 on 
shelf portions 31 and 32, respectively. 
A set of bumper covers are provided for decorative 

covering wall-mountable support bracket 30 and for 
providing protection for the service unit when a bed is 
urged against the head wall between the pylons. The 
bumpers can be made of rubber, plastic, or other dura 
ble and preferably resilient material and include a pair 
of outer side bumpers 43, a back bumper 44, and a pair 
of inner-end bumpers 45. Bumpers 43 and 45 can be 
one piece such as by being solvent welded together. 
The bumpers can be secured to the wall-mountable 
brackets by any conventional means. However, when 
the bumpers are made of a resilient material, it is pre 
ferred to size the bumpers so that they can be snugly 
force ?t around the top and bottom of the correspond 
ing top and bottom portions of wall-mountable support 
bracket 30 so that no additional attachment means are 

necessary. 
FIG. 6 most clearly shows the assembly of back bum 

per 44 on back plate 33 with interconnecting supply 
line 20 being received within channel 35 of back plate 
33. 
The installation of the hospital bed service unit of the 

present invention in a hospital room is a simple proce 
dure. Since each of the pylons can be moved and han 
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'dled individually, the shipping and moving of the hospi 
tal bed service unit to the hospital room location is not 
a cumbersome task. Wall-mountable bracket 30 is eas 
ily assembled in the hospital room and mounted to the 
hospital wall at the desired location. Electrical supply 
lines are located‘ and provided at the mounting loca 
tion. The pylons are then each set on the corresponding 
shelf portions of the wall-mountable bracket, and tog 
gle bolts are installed if used. The external electrical 
supply lines are then connected to internal supply lines 
in one of the pylons, e.g., through the top or back of the 
pylon. The bumpers are then screwed onto the wall 
bracket and the installation is complete. 
Although a preferred embodiment of the present in 

vention has been described and illustrated, it will be ob 
vious to those skilled in the art that various modi?ca 
tions can be made without departing from the spirit of 
the present invention. Accordingly, the scope of the 
present invention is deemed to be limited only by the 
appended claims. 
The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu 

sive property or privilege is claimed are defined as fol 
lows: 

1. A three-component hospital bed service unit com 
prising a pair of separate service pylons having electri 
cal and lighting facilities therein; a wall-mountable sup 
port bracket, said bracket having an elongated back 
plate, a pair of horizontal shelf portions extending out 
wardly at predetermined horizontally spaced positions 
from said back plate, and means for securing said plate 
generally horizontally against a wall, said shelf portions 
having means for supporting and securing said pylons 
on the tops thereof, each shelf portion supporting one 
of said pylons from beneath such that each pylon ex 
tends vertically upwardly adjacent the wall, said 
bracket having securing means for supporting and 
holding said shelf portions and pylons in said predeter 
mined horizontally spaced relationship on said back 
plate to receive the head of a bed therebetween and 
generally adjacent said back plate to enable a patient 
to use said electrical and lighting facilities whereby said 
back plate can be attached to said wall with said shelf 
portions secured in said horizontally spaced positions 
on said back plate, and said pylons thereafter individu 
ally set on and secured to said shelf portions. 

2. A hospital bed service unit according to claim 1 
wherein said back plate includes fastening means at 
spaced intervals therealong for securing said shelf por 
tions at different horizontal positions along said back 
plate whereby said horizontal shelf portions are hori 
zontally adjustable to accommodate therebetween at 
least one bed of different width. 

3. A hospital bed service unit according to claim 1 
wherein said back plate and shelf portions include pro 
tective burnpers on the inner side surfaces thereof for 
protecting said pylons and said brackets from damage 
when a bed is urged between said pylons. 

4. A hospital bed service unit according to claim 1 
wherein, said pylons have a generally triangular hori 
zontal cross-section and wherein said shelf portions 
have a con?guration corresponding to said horizontal 
cross-section of said pylon. 

5. A hospital bed service unit according to claim 1 
wherein said means for supporting and. securing said 
pylons on the tops of said shelf portions include up 
wardly extending vertical ?anges on said shelf portions 
which inter?t between corresponding depending 
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?anges on the underside of said pylons to provide a se 
cure seating of said pylons on said shelf portions. 

6. A three-component hospital bed service unit com 
prising a pair of separate service pylons having electri 
cal and lighting facilities therein; a wall-mountable sup 
port bracket, said bracket having an elongated back 
plate, a pair of horizontal shelf portions extending out 
wardly at predetermined horizontally spaced positions 
from said back plate, means for securing said plate gen< 
erally horizontally against a wall, a connecting portion 
extending between said shelf portions, said connecting 
portion having a channel for receiving an electrical 
conduit extending between said shelf portions and py 
lons to provide electrical and lighting services in both 
of said service pylons; said shelf portions having means 
for supporting and securing said pylons on the tops 
thereof, each shelf portion supporting one of said py 
lons from beneath such that each pylon extends verti 
cally upwardly adjacent the wall, said bracket having 
securing means for supporting and holding. ‘said shelf 
portions and pylons in said predetermined horizontally 
spaced relationship on said back plate to receive the 
head of a bed therebetween and generally adjacent said 
back plate to enable a patient to use said electrical and 
lighting facilities whereby said back plate can be at 
tached to said wall with said shelf portions secured in 
said horizontally spaced positions on said back plate, 
and said pylons thereafter individually set on and se 
cured to said shelf portions. 

7. A three-component service unit for hospital beds 
comprising a pair of separate, vertically elongated pa 
tient service pylons having electrical and lighting facili 
ties therein and an elongated wall-mountable support 
bracket adapted to be secured generally horizontally 
on a wall; said bracket including an elongated, channel 
like back plate, means for securing said back plate to 
a wall, and a pair of shelf portions supporting said py 
lons and being secured in an opposing, spaced relation 
ship along said bracket for receiving the head of at least 
one bed therebetween to enable use by a patient of said 
electrical and lighting facilities in said pylons; said shelf 
portions each having a mounting plate and support 
members extending outwardly from said mounting 
plate, said support members supporting said pylons on 
the tops thereof; means for securing said pylons to said 
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6 
support members such that said pylons extend up 
wardly therefrom; fastening means extending between 
said back and mounting plates for attaching said shelf 
portions to said back plate, said mounting plates and 
support members together being removably secured to 
said back plate with said fastening means to allow the 
spacing between said assembled shelf portions and py 
lons to be changed to accommodate beds of different 
width. 

8. A three-component hospital bed service unit com 
prising a pair of separate, vertically elongated patient 
service pylons having electricalv and lighting facilities 
therein and an elongated wall-mountable support 
bracket adapted to be secured generally horizontally 
on a wall; said bracket including a channel-like back 
plate having securing portions for engaging a wall sur 
face and a rearward, wall-facing channel portion hav 
ing a forwardly extending surface, said channel portion 
extending along said back plate, said securing and 
channel portions including a plurality of apertures ex 
tending therethrough, securing means received in said 
apertures in said securing portions for mounting said 
back plate on a wall, said bracket also having a pair of 
shelf portions for individually supporting said pylons 
and holding said pylons in a horizontally spaced rela 
tionship for receiving the head of a bed therebetween 
to enable a patient to use said electrical and lighting fa 
cilities, said shelf portions each including a mounting 
plate and support members extending outwardly from 
said mounting plate for supporting said pylons from be 
neath, said support members having ?anges, said‘py 
lons having portions on the underside thereof which 
mate with said ?anges on said support members for se 
curing said pylons on the tops of said support members, 
said mounting plates each having an offset portion mat 
ing with said forwardly extending surface of said chan 
nel portion on said back plate for locating said shelf 
portions on said back plate and securing means extend 
ing between said forwardly extending surface of said 
channel portion and said mounting plate for securing 
said shelf portion to said back plate whereby said back 
plate can be secured to said wall, said shelf portions se 
cured to said back plate, and said pylons thereafter in 
dividually set atop and secured to said shelf portions. 

* * >|< >|< * 


