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ILLUMINATED LICENSE PLATE 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Conventionally, license plates used on vehicles or for 
other purposes carry indicia such as numbers, letters or 
the like which are illuminated by directing light from an 
adjacent lamp thereon. 

In the present invention, the indicia are de?ned by 
openings through which light passes to provide illumi 
nation. Moreover, the member carrying these openings 
is provided with a peripherally disposed translucent 
frame which itself has light passing therethrough to de 
?ne an illuminated frame. 

Typically, one or more incandescent lamps provide 
light but also provide heat to melt snow or ice. The in 
dicia are more clearly de?ned at greater distances than 
is the case with conventional plates. The structure has 
an enhanced appearance and is easily manufactured at 
low cost. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the invention; and 
FIG. 2 is a view taken along line 2—2 in FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, a ?at horizontally 
elongated sheet or plate 10 is secured to a vehicle by 
bolts, clips or the like (not shown). The outer surface 
12 of the plate is treated as for example by polishing to 
be light re?ective. 
An outer parallel spaced apart aligned plate 14 has 

cut outs or openings 16 de?ning letters, numbers or 
other indicia. 
A ?exible hollow translucent plastic tube 18 de?ning 

a hollow rectangle has parallel vertical extensions 20A 
and 20B defining a clip detachably engaging the front 
surface of plate 10. Tube 18 also has a removable inner 
spacer liner 22 which is disposed between the plates. 
The tube extends between the plates peripherally 
thereabout. ' 

The liner carries one or more sockets 24 with incan 
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descent lamps 26 removahly disposed therein. Wiring 
28 connected to the sockets extends outward through 
an opening 30 in plate 10 to make connection through 
the headlight switch to the battery. 
The tube, being ?exible and somewhat stretchable, is 

easily pulled off or snapped on. 
The tube must pass light and can be transparent if de 

sired. The tube can be colored or clear. 
While the invention has been described with detailed 

reference to the drawings, the protection sought is to 
be limited only by the terms of the claims which follow. 

I claim: 
1. A license plate structure comprising: 
a ?at vertical inner member; 
a parallel ?at outer member spaced from the inner 
member, said outer member having openings de?n 
ing letters, numbers or other indicia; 

a ?exible hollow translucent plastic tube de?ning a 
hollow rectangle and having two parallel vertically 
inwardly extending extensions with a removable 
translucent inner spacer liner disposed therebe 
tween, said liner being disposed between said mem 
bers and extending transversely between the outer 
edges of the two members to maintain spacing 
therebetween, said extensions detachably engaging 
the peripheries of both members along the outside 
surfaces of both members and functioning as a clip, 
said extensions and said liner holding the members 
together in spaced relationship; 

a plurality of sockets extending through said liner 
into the space within the tube in spaced relation 
ship; 

a like plurality of incandescent lamps, each lamp 
being disposed removably in a corresponding 
socket; and 

electrically conductive means extending through said 
inner member into the region between the mem 
bers and connected to said sockets whereby when 
an electric current is caused to flow in said means, 
the lamps are energizied and illuminate said indicia 
forming openings and said tube. 
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