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[57] ABSTRACT 
A locker unit of predetermined height and including 
upright, horizontally spaced side members, a relatively 
narrow lower cross member, and a wider upper panel 
which together de?ne a door opening. The locker unit 
height is comparable to that of conventional locker 
units, but the extra width of the upper panel compared 
to the width of a conventional cross member de?nes a 
small door opening. The smaller door is more resistent 
to bending, and the increased height of the upper 
panel accommodates ventilating openings and the 
usual locker identi?cation plate. The locker unit in 
cludes an insert member mounting the lock in recessed 
relation. The insert member includes a sloped upper 
wall to facilitate viewing of the recessed lock from 
above. The locking bolt of the lock directly operates 
the door latching mechanism and the lock may be 
used as a handle to open the door. In one form of the 
locker unit a pull cable can be used to operate the 
door latching mechanism once the lock is unlocked. In 
another form of the locker unit the latching mecha 
nism is operative through a cable system, operated by 
the lock. 

10 Claims, 13 Drawing Figures 
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LOCKER UNITS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to locker units, and 

more particularly to locker units having cross braces of 
unequal height to provide a smaller door without re 
ducing the height of the locker enclosure. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Heretofore, locker units of the prior art were charac 

terized by spaced apart upright side members con— 
nected together by relatively narrow, vertically spaced 
apart cross braces de?ning the door opening. Ventilat~ 
ing openings such as louvers were located in the door, 
and the usual locker identi?cation plate was also ap 
plied to the door. 
Locker units are subject to vandalism, particularly in 

school installations, and the doors are frequently 
kicked in and have to be replaced. This is expensive 
and burdensome and many prior art efforts have been 
made to eliminate this problem. The door locks are also 
the object of abuse and various attempts have been 
made to so locate and construct the locks that they are 
less susceptible to damage through kicking and the like. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention, a locker unit is 
provided which is characterized by side members, a rel 
atively narrow lower cross brace, and a relatively wide 
upper cross brace or panel. The locker identi?cation 
plate and the louvers or ventilating openings can be 
provided in the upper panel, if desired. The use of a 
deeper upper panel does not diminish the size of the 
locker enclosure and has the unexpected advantage of 
providing a signi?cantly smaller door much less suscep 
tible to bending deformation. Even if damaged, the 
smaller door is less expensive to replace because the 
louvers and identi?cation plate do not have to be re 
placed. 
The present invention includes a universally mount 

able insert member adapted to locate the lock in re 
cessed relation so that the lock is protected from kick 
ing or the like. The insert member includes a sloping 
upper wall to facilitate viewing of the lock from above, 
with the upper wall characterized by surface re?ectiv 
ity suf?cient to concentrate the available light on the 
lock. The insert member also locates the rearward por 
tion of the lock such that the locking bolt is adapted to 
directly engage the door latching mechanism whereby 
the lock knob may be used not only to operate the 
latching mechanism, but also as a handle for opening 
the door. 

In another embodiment the lock is of that type which 
when unlocked simply releases the latching mechanism 
for movement. A separate pull cable is then operable to 
pull upon and move the latching mechanism. 

Still another embodiment of the present locker unit 
includes a latching mechanism having a system of ca 
bles operative to unlatch the door, and thereby elimi 
nating the conventional slidable latch bar. The use of 
such a cable system eliminates the noise caused by op 
eration of a slidable latch bar. This is particularly signif 
icant in a school installation where noise is a problem at 
class change time. 
Other objects and features of the invention will be 

come apparent from consideration of the following de 
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scription taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE. DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a plurality of as 
sembled locker units, according to the present inven 
tion; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged view taken along the line 2—2 

of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged view taken along the line 3—3 

of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the' rear of the door 

frame of the upper one of the locker units of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged front elevational view of the 

lock assembly; 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged front elevational view of the 

formed insert member forming a part of the lock as 
sembly of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a side elevational view of the insert member 
0 of FIG. 6; 
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FIG. 8 is a view taken along the line 8-8 of FIG. 6; 
FIG. 9 is a partial perspective view of the rear of a 

locker door and frame, illustrating a different form of 
door unlocking mechanism operated by the lock; 
FIG. 10 is an enlarged rear elevational view of the 

structure of vFIG. 9; 
FIG. 11 is a view taken along the line 1l--ll of FIG. 

10; . 

FIG. 12 is a partial perspective view of the rear of a 
locker door and frame, illustrating another form of 
door unlocking mechanism operated by a pull cable 
once the lock is unlocked; and 
FIG. 13 is a view taken along line 13-13 of FIG. 12. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to FIGS. 1 through 4, there is illus 
trated a three tier high assembly of locker units 10. The 
locker units 10 illustrated are sometimes known as 
“book lockers,” measuring less than full size lockers. 
However, the present invention is equally applicable to 
full size lockers and the present showing of a three tier _ 
high assembly of book lockers is merely exemplary. 
As previously indicated, an important object of the 

present invention is to provide locker units 10 which 
are resistant to damage by vandals kicking or otherwise 
forcibly striking the locker unit. Such destructive at 
tacks on lockers have caused school districts, for exam 
ple, to spend signi?cant time and money in repair and 
maintenance of damaged lockers. As will be seen, the 
construction and arrangement of the locker and its 
components, according to the present invention, re 
duces the expense of maintenance, renders the locker 
more resistant to damage, and facilitates use of the 
locker. - 

The three locker units 10 are arranged on top of one 
another in vertical alignment and include a pair .of 
spaced upright or vertical side members 12, each pref 
erably formed as an angle iron. The forward or front 
?ange or leg 13 of the side member 12 forms a part of 
the front face of the locker frame, while the other leg 
15 extends rearwardly and forms an attachment area 
for a pair of locker side panels 14. ‘ 
Each locker unit 10 includes an upper cross member 

or louver panel 16 which extends between the upright 
side members- 12, a locker door 18 which is located 
below the louver panel 16, and a horizontally oriented 
lower cross member 20 which extends between the side 
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members 12 below the door 18. Thus, the three tiered 
construction illustrated in FIG. 1 comprises three sets, 
each comprising a louver panel 16, a door 18 below the 
panel 16, and a cross member 20 located below the 
doors 18, with all three sets having the common side 
members 12. 
The side margins of the louver panels 16 and the 

cross members 20 are secured in any suitable manner, 
such as by spot welding, to the side members 12 to de 
?ne the rectangular openings within which the doors 18 
are disposed. 
For optimum strength, each louvered panel 16 is of 

channel shape, including upper and lower, rearwardly 
extending ?anges 22 and 24, respectively, as best seen 
in FIG. 2. Each ?ange 22 is bolted to a horizontal panel 
26. 
The cross members 20 are also preferably made of 

channel shape, with the lower ?ange or leg of the chan 
nel of the lowermost cross member 20 (not shown) 
being welded or otherwise attached to a panel (not 
shown) to form the bottom of the assembled locker 
units 10. The lower legs 27 of the upper two cross 
members 20 are riveted, spot welded, or otherwise at 
tached to the adjacent upper ?anges 22 of the louver 
panels 16. ‘ 
The plurality of panels 26 form the top and bottom 

walls of the enclosures de?ned by the locker units 10. 
The side panels 14 form the sides of such enclosures 
and are bolted or riveted to the side ?anges 15 of the 
upright side members 12. The panels 14 and 16 include 
appropriate ?anges (not shown) at their rear margins 
for attachment to a rear panel (not shown), which 
forms the back wall to complete the locker enclosure. 
Thus, a generally rectangular frame is provided which 
is self-bracing and of rigid construction. 
The particular con?guration of the side members 12, 

louver panels 16, and cross members 20, and their 
manner of attachment to the panels 14 and 26, are not 
critical to the present invention. Thus, the manner of 
attachment can be by riveting, welding, or by any other 
means suitable to provide structural integrity, and the 
con?guration of the locker unit elements can be an an 
gle, a channel, a modi?ed channel, or a box section or 
the like, the described structural con?guration merely 
being a preferred form for strength and ease of fabrica 
tion. 

Preferably a plurality of vertically spaced louvers 28 
are provided in each louver panel _l6. The number and 
location of the louvers is not critical. The louvers are 
preferably located in the upper portion of each louver 
panel 16 to leave space for attachment of alocker iden 
ti?cation plate 29. 
By way of background, the conventional locker unit 

of the prior art usually includes a pair of cross members 
of approximately the same size located above and 
below the locker door, with louvers located in the door. 
The door is made sufficiently high to accommodate 
such louvers, and the usual identi?cation plate is at 
tached to the door as well. Consequently, if the locker 
door is damaged by vandals, replacement of the door 
also requires replacement of the identi?cation plate 
and the louver section. 

In contrast, the locker units 10 of the present inven 
tion are different in that the locker doors 18 are made 
shorter and the upper cross brace or panel 16 is made 
much wider or higher than the lower cross brace or 
member 20, approximately four to ?ve times higher. 
Consequently, if a door 18 is damaged it can be re 
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placed at much less expense than the prior art door be 
cause the identi?cation plate and louvers are located in t 
the louver panel 16. Even more important, the rela 
tively shorter locker door is structurally more resistant ‘ ‘ 
to deformation by persons attempting to kick it in. 
However, despite the fact that the height of the door 18 ~ 
is less than that of a prior art locker, the vertical height , , 
of the interior of the locker unit 10 is the same. By sim 
ply increasing the depth of the upper cross member, in 
the form of the panel 16, the door 18 is thus not only 
made structurally stronger, but also the panel provides 
room for louvers and an identi?cation plate so that 1 
these extra items of expense need not be replaced with 
each damaged door. ‘ 
Each door 18 includes a ?at planar wall 30 generally ‘ 

?ush with the forward legs 13 of the upright side mem 
bers 12. The door wall 30 includes rearwardly extend~ 
ing top, side, and bottom ?anges 32, 34, and 36, re 
spectively. One side ?ange 34 provides means for at 
taching to the door a portion of a latching mechanism 
which is indicated generally at 38, the remaining por 
tion of the latching mechanism being attached to the 
front ?ange of the adjacent upright side member 12. 
Each door is pivotally supported by a pair of hinges I 

40. Each hinge 40 includes cooperating leaves pivotally 
connected by a hinge pin in the usual manner, one leaf 
being secured to the front leg 13 of the adjacent upright 
side member 12, as by rivets 46, with the other leaf 42 \ 
being secured to the door 18 by nut and bolt assemblies 
48. 
Each door 18 is provided with a lock 52 of any suit 

able construction. The particular construction of the 
lock is not a part of the present invention except to the ' 
extent that the lock 52 includes a handle or knob 54 ro- . 
tatable to raise a laterally extending lock bolt 56 to un 
lock the latching mechanism 38. 
As best seen in FIG. 4, the lock bolt 56 projects from ' 

the lock 52 into an opening or slot provided in an offset 
bracket 58 attached to a vertically elongated latch bar! I 
60. The bar 60 is mounted for vertical movement on 
the inner face of the door wall 30 along its swinging V 
edge. The particular construction of the latch bar 60 
does not‘form a part of the present invention, being 
well known in‘ the prior art and shown, for example, in 4 
US. Pat. No. 3,074,750 issued Jan. 22, 1963. As more 
particularly set forth in that Patent, a typical latch bar 
is constrained to move in a ?xed vertical path by en-/ 
gagement between slots in the guide bar and guide pins . 
?xed to the adjacent side ?ange 34 of the door 18 and 
extending through‘the slots. , 
The latch bar 60 is illustrated, as best seen in FIG. 4, 

includes a pair of vertically spaced apart slots 62 into 
which extend lugs 64 which form part of a pair of U 
shaped brackets 66. The brackets. 66 are riveted or oth 
erwise securely attached to the front ?ange 13 of the 
adjacent side member 12. The weight of the latch bar 
60 normally causes the bar 60 to drop to a point where . Y 4 
the lugs 64 are located within the upper terminus of the’ 
associated slot 62 to constrain the door 18 from open 
ing. However, when the lock bolt 56 is moved‘ up 
wardly, the corresponding upward sliding movement of 
the latch bar 60 aligns the slots 62 with the lugs 64, al 
lowing the latch bar 60 and door 18 to be swung away. 
from the lugs 64. 

Referring now to FIGS. 5 through 8, there is illus 
trated a preferred con?gurationand location of the 
lock 52 to reduce susceptibility of the lock to damage 
by vandals. 
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By way of background all of the known locker doors 
provided for schools and similar installations include a 
central hole and adjacent upper and lower holes. These 
three holes are standard in size and in location relative 
to one another, although the three hole combination is 
often located in different areas of the door, sometimes 
higher or lower, or closer to or farther from the free 
edge of the door, depending upon the lock and latch 
bar mechanism employed. In any event, the three hole 
arrangement is standard so as to accept the mounting 
studs, bolts or the like of any locker lock. Of course, 
the various lock manufacturers also utilize this same 
standard arrangement so that their locks will fit any 
locker manufacturer’s door. 
According to the present invention the same stan 

dard three-hole arrangement, as will be seen, is pro-_ 
vided in an insert member 70 stamped out of sheet 
metal or the like. The member 70,‘ in turn is ?tted 
within a vertically elongated, rectangular cut-out or 
opening 68 provided in the locker door, as seen in FIG. 
4. The opening 68 is provided in the same location as 
the prior art three-hole arrangement would have been 
located, so that when the insert member 70 is ?tted 
within the opening 68, the holes in the member 70 
serve the same function as the prior art three-hole ar 
rangement served. 
The insert member 70 is secured in position by four 

nut and bolt assemblies 72 which secure a peripheral 
attachment flange 74 of the member 70 to the margins 
de?ning the opening 68. 
As best seen in FIGS. 7 and 8, each insert member 70 

includes a central dished or recessed portion de?ned by 
a generally ?at, vertically oriented rear wall 76, a pair 
of sides 78 disposed at approximately right angles to 
the wall 76, a bottom side 80 also at approximately 
right angles to the rear wall 76, and a top portion or 
wall 82 which is inwardly and downwardly inclined or 
sloped at an angle of not less than 45° with respect to 
the adjacent attachment ?ange 74. 

In the particular embodiment illustrated, the lock 52 > 
is a permutation or combination type of lock and in 
cludes a dial portion 84 integral with the knot 54. Rota 
tion of the knob 54 enables selective alignment of the 
graduations on the dial portion 84 with a suitable refer 
ence mark, all as is well known in the lock art. The 
knob 54 and dial portion 84 are mounted to an escutch 
eon plate 86, which is secured to the rear wall 76 of the 
insert member 70 by a pair of nut and bolt assemblies 
88, as best viewed in FIGS. 3 and 5. 
The operative shaft (not shown) associated with the 

knob 54 extends through a central opening 90 provided 
in the insert member rear wall 76, as seen in FIG. 6, for 
cooperation with the usual internal mechanism housed 
in a lock casing 92 which is located behind the rear wall 
76 and secured thereto by the nut and bolt assemblies 
88. 
The location and size of the opening 90 and the open 

ings 93 provided in the insert member 70 to receive the 
nut and bolt assemblies 88 are made to conform to the 
three-hole standard discussed previously. Conse 
quently, the insert member 70 is adapted to mount all 
of the locks utilizing this threehole standard, including 
a great number of combination or permutation locks. 
The depth of the dish portion of each insert member 

70, that is, the distance between the rear wall 76 and 
the mounting ?ange 74, is great enough to house the 
lock 52 so that the knob 54 thereof is completely re 
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6 
cessed behind the ?ange 74. Consequently, the knob 
54 is protected from abuse, such as kicking by vandals. 
The approximate 45° slope of the top portion 82 of 

each insert member 70 satis?es an important purpose 
in that it enables a user to easily view the lock dial por 
tionv 84 from above. This is particularly important in 
trying to dial the combination of the lock 52 of the low 
ermost locker unit 10 without having to stoop or kneel. 
The material of the insert member 70 can be made of 

any material, although sheet metal is preferred because 
it is easily polished. The polished surface then concen 
trates the available light on the dial portion 84, which 
makes reading of the dial graduations easier. 
The insert member 70 thus simultaneously provides a 

number of important functions. It is adapted to accept 
all known, currently used school locker locks, in re 
cessed protected relation, and in a manner affording 
easy viewing of the recessed dial portions thereof. 
Moreover, the member 70 orients the lock casing of the 
recessed lock sufficiently rearwardly that the lock bolt 
thereof is located immediately adjacent the usual latch 
bar or equivalent latch mechanism for convenient 
latching and unlatching of the door. 

' Use of a permutation or combination type of lock 52 
having a lock bolt 56 is preferred for actuation of the 
latch bar. This is ‘because the lock bolt 56 is directly en 
gaged upon the latch bar 60, and there is therefore no 
necessity for aseparate handle. Not only is this a less 
expensive construction, but it also eliminates a com 
mon target forvandals. 
The diameter of the knob 54 inwardly of the usual 

knurled outer portion is preferably reduced or made 
smaller to enable the knob 54 to be grasped and used as 
a handle to pull the door 18 outwardly upon its release 
by the latching mechanism 38. 

In addition to the features thus far described, includ 
ing the shortened door 18 and deeper panel 16, the re 
cessed mounting provided by the insert member70 for 
the lock 52, and the elimination of a door handle, it is 
preferred also to eliminate the rigid latch bar 60 and 
provides a lighter, relatively noise-free construction for 
the latching mechanism. The usual latch bar 60 is char 
acterized by noisy operation, and this is particularly 
distracting in a school during class changes. 
A preferred latching construction is illustrated in 

FIGS. 9 through 11 wherein sections of steel cables are 
illustrated in substitution for the latch bar 60 of the pre 
viously described ?rst embodiment. 
More particularly, a modi?ed form of latch housing 

96 is provided which is generally similar in con?gura 
tion and channel cross section to the elongated latch 
bar 60. However, the housing 96 is non-slidable. It in 
cludes three-slots 98 in its rear face, the upper and 
lower ones of the slots 98 housing a pair of pivot shafts 
100 which each pivotally support a catch or dog 102. 
The dogs 102 project rearwardly out of the slots 98, 

as best illustrated in FIG. 11, andnormally engage a 
pair of brackets 104 similar to the brackets 66 of the 
previous embodiments. The brackets 104 are ?xed to 
the locker frame, being secured by nut and bolt assem 
blies 106 or by spot welding to the front ?ange or leg 13 
of the adjacent side member 12. The dogs 102 are nor 
mally biased into a locked or engaged position with the 
brackets 104, as illustrated, by a pair of tension springs 
108 secured between the respective dogs 102 and a 
pair of pins 110 which are anchored to a side wall of the 
latch housing 96. 
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The latch housing 96 is rigidly secured to the door 18 
adjacent the free edge thereof by a pair of rivet assem 
blies 114 extending into the door side ?ange 34. 

Since the latch housing 96 is ?xed to the door 18, and 
the brackets 104 are ?xed to the locker frame, selective - 
engagement and disengagement is effective to lock and 
unlock the door 18. More particularly, a U-shaped ac 
tuator 116 is rotatably mounted by a rivet and shaft as 
sembly 118 which is attached to the adjacent side wall 
of the latch housing 96. The spaced legs of the U-shape 
actuator 116 project laterally out of the central slot 98 
of the latch housing 96 and straddle the upper and 
lower faces of the lock bolt 56, as best seen in FIG. 9. 
Consequently, when the lock knob 54is rotated in a 
clockwise direction, as viewed from the front of the 
door, to unlatch the door 18, the U-shape actuator 116 
will be rotated in a counter-clockwise direction, as 
viewed in FIG. 11. This counter-clockwise rotation is 
transmitted to the pair of dogs 102 by sections of steel 
cable 120 to move the upper dog 102 downwardly and 
the lower dog 102 upwardly, disengaging the dogs 102 
from the associated brackets 104. The cables 120 ex~ 
tend from the dogs 102 and are attached to the actua 
tor 116 on opposite sides of its axis of rotational move 
ment, as best seen in FIG. 11. 

In the absence of rotational movement of the actua 
tor 116, the springs 108 tend to bias the dogs 102 to the 
latched or locked positions illustrated in FIG. 11. 
With the arrangement illustrated in FIGS. 9-11, the 

locker door 18 can be unlatched, opened, and even 
slammed without the noise generally attendant use of a 
rigid latch bar 60 of the type described in the ?rst em 
bodiment. 
The arrangement and material of the cables 120, and 

their points of connection to the actuator 116 and dogs 
102, can be altered to suit the particular application. 
For example, there may be instances when it is desired 
to release the door 18 by rotation of the actuator 116 in I 
an opposite direction to that just described. 
Referring now to FIGS. 12 and 13, a modified latch 

ing and releasing mechanism is illustrated for use with 
locks which do not include a lock bolt 56 positively 
movable by a knob 54 upon unlocking of the look. In 
the previously described embodiment of FIG. 4, rota 
tion of the lock knob of the unlocked lock 52 caused 
the lock bolt 56 to move upwardly, thereby upwardly 
moving the bracket 58 and latch bar 60 to unlatch the 
door. There are other types of locks on the market 
which utilize a lock bolt which similarly engages a latch 
bar to renderthe latch bar immovable when the lock is 
locked. However, in some of these other types of locks 
the lock bolt is not positively movable by rotation of 
the lock knob when the lock is unlocked. Instead, the 
lock bolt is simply rendered movable when the lock is 
unlocked, and the latch bar must be moved by a sepa 
rate mechanism. Normally this is accomplished by a 
handle mounted to the front of the locker door and 
coupled to the latch bar. However, in the embodiment 
of FIGS. 12 and 13 a different kind of separate mecha 
nism is employed to move the latch bar when the lock 
bolt is rendered movable upon unlocking of the lock. 
More particularly, a lock 52a is employed which is 

mounted to an insert member 70 in a manner identical 
to that described in connection with the embodiment of 
FIG. 4. The lock bolt 56a of the lock 52a projects 
through an aperture of a bracket 58a attached to the 
latch bar 60. The lock bolt 56a is immovable when the 

8 I . 

lock 52a is locked, rendering the latch bar 60 immov 
able and thereby locking the door. ‘ 
When the lock 52a is unlocked, the lock bolt 56a is 

enabled to move, as is well known to those skilled in 
5 this type of lock art. Instead of using a handle (not 

shown) mounted to the front of the door 18 for lifting 
the latch bar 60, as is conventional with most school‘ 
locker door installations, the embodiment of FIGS. 12 
and 13 effects upward movement of the latch bar 60 by ‘ 

10 means of a pull ring 122. The ring 122 is normally re 
cessed within the hollow portion of the insert member 
70 in a position immediately below the inclined top 
wall or portion 82. 
The ring 22 is attached to a short cable 124 which ex-2 

15 tends through an aperture 126 provided in the upper 
portion 82. The opposite extremity of the cable 124 is , I 
trainedabout a pulley 128 which is rotatably mounted 1 
by a pulley bracket 130 to the inner face of the upper 
portion 82. The inner end of the cable 124 is attached . 

20 to a laterally and inwardly directed ?nger or projection 
130 which is integral with the upper extremity of the 
bracket 58a. 
Once the lock 52a is unlocked, releasing the lock bolt ' 

56a for movement, a pulling force upon the pull ring ,, 
25 122 raises the bracket 58a and also the latch bar 60 to 

which the bracket 58a is attached, thereby unlatching 
the door‘for opening movement. 
This arrangement is particularly advantageous in that 

it eliminates any need for the separate door mounted 
30 handle which is conventional in most prior art school 

locker installations. This reduces the cost of a locker , 
installation. Also, the recessed location of the pull ring I I 
122 protects it from being kicked and hammered by. j 
vandals. 

3 5 ‘ 

the present invention is adapted to be used, it will be 
apparent that the invention herein described can be , 
used in conjunction with other structures without de 

40 

sired to limit the invention to the exact construction of 
the locker unit as shown and described and, accord- _ 
ingly, all suitable modifications and equivalentsmay be 1 45 
resorted to falling within the scope of the invention. as 
claimed. I 

I claim: . 

1. A locker unit de?ning an enclosure having a top, ~ ‘ 
50 bottom and spaced apart sides and comprising: 

a pair of horizontally spaced apart upright side mem 
bers de?ning the side edges of a door opening to ‘ 
said enclosure, said side edges being generally 
aligned with the sides of said enclosure; ' 

a lower cross member extending between and at 
tached to said side members and de?ning the lower 

55 

edge of said door opening, said lower cross mem-.. 
ber being generally aligned with the bottom of said, 
enclosure; 

60 
said side members and having a lower edge portion 
de?ning the upper edge of said door opening and" 
an upper edge portion generally aligned with the 
top of said enclosure; and 

65 

to said cross member thereby to reduce the door 

While locker units of typical design and construction I 
have been illustrated and described as ones with which‘ ‘ 

parting from the spirit and scope of the invention.‘ 
Moreover, since numerous modi?cations and changes‘ 
will readily occur to those skilled in the art, it is not de- , 

an upper panel extending between and attached to. . 

a door located in said door opening and hinged‘to ‘ 
one of said side members, said upper panel being : 
approximately four times greater in height relative ‘ 
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height relative to the height of said enclosure 
whereby the resistance of said door to bending de 
formation is increased compared to a door approxi 
mately equal to said height of said enclosure. 

2. A locker unit according to claim 1 wherein said 
upper panel includes ventilating openings and said door 
is absent any ventilating openings whereby the resis 
tance of said door to bending deformation is increased. 

3. A locker unit according to claim 1 wherein said 
upper panel includes ventilating openings and said door 
is absent any ventilating openings, and wherein said 
upper panel includes a locker identi?cation plate. 

4. A locker unit according to claim 1 wherein said 
door includes an opening, and said locker unit further 
includes an insert member having a recessed central 
portion adapted to mount a lock in recessed relation 
with respect to the front surface of said door thereby to 
shield the lock from kicking whereby the resistance of 
said door to bending deformation is increased. 

5. A locker unit according to claim 4 wherein said in 
sert member central portion includes an upper wall 
sloped at an angle of not less than 45° relative to said 
front surface of said door thereby to facilitate viewing 
the lock from above. 

6. A locker unit according to claim 4 wherein said in 
sert member central portion is characterized by a rela 
tively highly light re?ective surface thereby to facilitate 
illumination of the lock with the available light. 

7. A locker unit of predetermined height comprising: 
a pair of horizontally spaced apart upright side mem 
bers defining the side edges of a door opening; 

a lower cross member extending between and at 
tached to said side members and de?ning the lower 
edge of said door opening; 

an upper panel extending between and attached to 
said side members and having a lower portion de 
?ning the upper edge of said door opening; 

a door located in said door opening and hinged to 
one of said side members, said upper panel being 
approximately four times greater in height relative 
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to said cross member thereby to reduce the door 
height whereby the resistance of said door to bend 
ing deformation is increased compared to a door 
approximately equal to said predetermined height; 

a latching mechanism having portions carried by said 
door and by the other one of said side members, 
and latch means operative to move said portions 
into and out of latching engagement to lock and 
unlock said door, respectively; and 

a lock having an operating knob and a lock bolt cou 
pled to said latch means, said lock bolt being mov 
able upon movement of said knob to operate said 
latch means. 

8. A locker unit according to claim 7 wherein said 
lock knob includes a reduced diameter annular section 
located inwardly of the knob outer face whereby said 

‘ knob may be used as a handle to open said door upon 
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operation of said latch means by said movement of said 
knob. 

9. A locker unit according to claim 7 wherein said 
latch means comprises an actuator rotatably mounted 
to said door, and wherein said latching mechanism por 
tions comprise a pair of brackets secured to said other 
one of said side members; a pair of dogs rotatably 
mounted to said door for movement between latching 
positions in engagement with said brackets and un 
latching positions out of said engagement; bias means 
coupled to said dogs and tending to urge said dogs 
toward said latching positions; and cable means extend 
ing between said actuator and said dogs and operative 
in response to rotation of said actuator to rotate said 
dogs against the bias of said means and toward saidun 
latching positions to unlock said door. 

10. A locker unit according to claim 9 wherein said 
lock knob includes a reduced diameter annular section 
located inwardly of the knob outer face whereby said 
knob may be used as a handle upon unlocking of said 


