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[57] - ABSTRACT 

A display device for watches, jewelry, lighters, tape 
cassettes or other valuable items comprises a plurality 
of frames detachably engaged with one another, the 
plurality usually being enclosed in an outer frame. A 
box containing the item is contained in each frame 
means preferably being provided for preventing the 
box being withdrawn forwardly. A locking device 
?xed to the outer frame prevents rearward with 
drawal; 

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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DISPLAY DEVICE 
This is a continuation, of application Ser. No. 

380.402, filed July 18, 1973, and now abandoned. 
The invention relates to display devices. The display 

device with which the invention is particularly con 
cerned comprises structure formed to support a plural 
ity of boxes, each box usually having a transparent 
viewing wall and containing a watch, piece of jewelry, 
cassette or cartridge of magnetic tape, cigarette lighter 
or other item to be displayed. 
According to the present invention there is provided 

a display device comprising a plurality of frames, each 
supporting at least one box wherein each frame is 
formed for detachable side-by-side engagement with at 
least one adjacent frame. 
The present invention enables framed boxes or 

groups of boxes to be built up modular fashion into a 
display device of any desired size or shape. In preferred 
embodiments of the invention means are provided for 
preventing the boxes being removed from the device by 
unauthorised persons. 
The invention will now be described by way of exam 

ple and with reference to the accompanying drawings 
wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a frame in accordance 
with the invention with a part ofa similar frame close to 
it, 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the frame of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a section on the line 3 - 3 of FIG. 2 with a 

located box diagrammatically illustrated; 
FIG. 4 is a rear view of a complete display device 

comprising a plurality of frames and located boxes; and 
FIG. 5 is a front view of another complete display de 

vice. 

Referring initially to FIG. I each frame 1 is square 
and made up of four side members 2 each of angle sec 
tion having a front ?ange 3 and a side ?ange 4. The 
frame 1 is made of a rigid but resilient plastics. A box 
5 indicated in dotted lines in FIG. 2 and in full in FIGS. 
3 4 and 5 has a base part 6 and a transparent lid 7 
hingedly joined by protruding hinges 8. A protruding 
,catch 9 opposite the hinges 8 holds the box closed. A 
retaining element 10 having a laterally inwardly ex 
tending lug 11 at the rear end thereof extends from 

' each side of the frame 1. The box 5 is inserted by' 
springing the elements 10 apart and in the position il 
lustrated the hinges 8 and the catch 9 abut the rear of 
?ange 3 to prevent front-ward withdrawal of the box 
.while the lugs 11 restrain rearward withdrawal. 

' The outer surfaces of the side ?anges 4 are provided 
‘with pairs of male and female mating members consti 
tuted by spigots I2 and sockets 13. The mating pairs of 
one frame mate with the matingpairs of an adjacent 
frame‘ to locate the frames relatively to one another in 
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registering relationship. An assembly of framed boxes ' 
can then be fixed in an outer frame. ‘ 
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FIG. 4 shows a working embodiment of the inven 

tion. A plurality of boxes 5 in frames 1 are interengaged 
by mating parts 12 and 13 into a rectangular assembly 
contained in a fixed outer frame 14. A security screen 
15 formed of steel rods 16 is hingedly secured by hinges 
17 t0 the base of the frame 14 so as to pivot about a 
horizontal axis between an open position allowing ac 
cess to the boxes 5 and the closed position shown. A 

O catch 18 which can be padlocked holds the screen in 
the closed position. , 

FIG. 5 shows another working embodiment. Here 
two assemblages of frames 1 and boxes 5 are each con 
tained in an outer frame 19. The two frames 19 are dis 
posed back to back and are hingedly connected at the 
base and locked together at the top by a lock 20. To 
gain access to the boxes 5 the two parts are hingedly 
separated from one another. 

It will be noted that the devices shown in FIGS. 4 and 
5 are pilfer proof. The boxes 5 cannot be withdrawn 
forwardly and access from the rear is denied by the 
screen 15 in the embodiment of FIG. 4 and the back-to 
back disposition in FIG. 5. 
What we claim is: g 

. 1. A display device comprising an assemblage of rect 
angular frames each frame being of angle section hav 
ing a front ?ange and a side ?ange, a rectangular box 
comprising a top portion and a base portion joined to 
one another by a protruding hinge, one of said boxes 
being fitted and located in each of said frames with said 
protruding hinge disposed behind the front ?ange of ' 
said frame, the side ?anges of said frames having male 
and female, elements for detachably interconnecting 
same, each frame being provided with rearwardly ex 
tending resilient retaining elements, said retaining ele 
ments terminating in inwardly extending lugs, said re 
taining elements permitting the insertion and with 
drawal of a box in each frame with said protruding 
hinge engaging said front ?ange and preventing move 
ment of said box in one direction and said lugs engaging 
said box and preventing movement in the opposite di 
rection with respect to said frame. 

2. A display device as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
said rectangular box is provided on the side opposite 
said protruding hinge with a protruding catch, said 
catch being disposed behind said front ?ange and en 
gaging said'front ?ange and preventing movement of 
said box in one direction in conjunction with said 
hinge. ’ 

3. A display device as set forth in claim 2 wherein 
7 said frames-are provided with lockable means including - 

a screen removably secured to said frames. 
,. _4. Adisplay device as set forth invclaim 2 wherein 
said frames are provided with lockable means including 
another assemblage of frames removably secured to 
said first mentioned frames. 
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