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[57] ABSTRACT 
The speci?cation discloses ‘a partition system includ 
ing a single link for joining adjacent partitions which 
can be used to join them in rigid aligned relationship 
or in an angular and preferably pivotable relationship 
while still maintaining a‘smooth ?owing rather than 
staggered inside corner appearance. 

15 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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PARTI'I‘ION SYSTEM 7 BACKGROUND or THE'INVENTION 3 f 

In prior art space divider partition systems individual 
partition panels are generally free standing and have 
perpendicular supporting legs positioned at their lower 
portions. To form a wall or space divider the panels are 
placed in abutting relationship. Since the separate pan. 
elsjare not secured together some of them may shift out 
of alignment rendering an unsightly appearance. Some 
systems include an elongated hinge or the vlike con 
nected between adjacent pairs of panels allowing them 
to be shifted at an angle with respect to each other. 
These systems are however, typically complicated. 
Links have also been provided at the top and bottom 
of a pair of panels to allow swinging with respect to 
each other but these are generally found to be wobbly 
both laterally and longitudinally with respect to each 
other. Also, when one partition is rotated with respect 
to another, the inside corner de?ned by the partitions 
takes on an unsightly, staggered appearance. In other 
systems rigidly bolted connectors are used to ?x pairs 
of panels together. These rigidly ?xed connectors how 
ever do not facilitate the changing of the angle of the 
partitions with respect to one another and separate 
angle connectors must also be provided. These and 
other systems all suffer from the drawback that many 
complicated brackets and special connectors must be 
provided for each different arrangement of panels. 

SUMMARY 

The present invention overcomes the disadvantages 
of the prior art partition systems in its provision of a 
single inexpensive link member which makes it possible 
to provide in line or angular arrangements of partitions 
using only a single basic linking component. The link 
includes a ?rst set of connectors for cooperating with 
the fastening means on adjacent partitions to join the 
partitions together in aligned relationship. A second set 
of connectors are provided for cooperating with the 
partition fastening means for joining them in an angular 
relationship with respect to one another. 
As a result of this construction, the ?rst connectors 

can be made to facilitate rigid, inline connection of the 
partitions and the second set of connectors can be con 
structed so as to facilitate pivotable, angular connec 
tion. Further, the second set of connectors can be ori 
ented with respect to the link as a whole in such a way 
that when the second set of connectors is used to. join 
the link to a ?rst partition, the joining point for a sec 
'ond partition is actually out of alignment with the ?rst 
' partition. This makes it possible to provide a smooth 
and less staggered inside corner appearance when two 
partitions are joined together in an angular relationship 
with respect to each other. > I n ‘ 

The many important objects and advantages of ,the 
present invention will be more fully appreciated’ by 
those skilled in the art when reading the following de 
scription with reference to the accompanying drawings 
illustrating a preferred embodiment of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION ‘OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a plurality of 
panels interconnected to form a space divider system; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary plan view taken generally 

along the plane II-II of FIG. 1 illustrating theconnec 
tion of a pair of adjacent panels; ‘ ' 
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=-F,IG.“'3*- is a view similar to FIG. ,2 taken along the 
plan'é'III-III of FIG. 1 illustrating a pair of panels con 
nected-'atan angle; I 
FIG. -4 isa perspective view of the link of the present 

invention; 
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken generally along 

the‘ planev V—‘V of FIG. 1 illustrating the mounting of 
the linking ‘member in a partition panel; 
" FIG/6 is‘an enlarged fragmentary view, partially in 
cross-section, illustrating the link mounted at the upper 
portion of a partition panel; and 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view illustrating the lower sup 
port means for the partition panel with the link 
mounted thereon. ' 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The partition system of“v the present invention em 
ploys a specially configured connector member 40 
(FIG. 4) to connect pairs'of adjacent partitions 10 to 
gether in alignment or at angles with respect to each 
other to efficiently provide a space divider system for 
modern modular office layouts. A representative parti 
tion assembly is shown in FIG. 1‘ wherein a plurality of 
partitions 10 are arranged in a space dividing' layout. A 
number of modular components as desks 30 a shelf 32 
?les 34 and the like are positioned on the partitions and 
held in place by a conventional hook-type bracket 36. 
Adjacent pairs of partitions 10 are secured together in 
alignment with each other or at an angle with respect 
to each other by means of ‘special connector or link 40 
(FIGS. 2, 3 and 4) as will be more fully described here 
inafter. ' 

Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, partitions 10 have a gen 
eral hollow interior formed of sheet metal vertical 
channels 12 an upper horizontal channel 14 and a 
lower horizontal channel 16. The various channels are 
welded to each other to form the interior framework. 
Cover panels 18 made offlparticle board or the like are 
?xed over the interior framework and are covered with 
a decorative fabric 20 or the like. The side edges of the 
partitions include decorative trim strips 22 and the top 
edges are provided with a removable decorative cap or 
cover 24. .. ’ 

Partitions 10 are support " at the bottom on support 
brackets 50 (only one is shown) positioned adjacent 
side trim strip 22. Lower supports 50 are welded to the 
lower horizontal channel ,16 and support the entire 
weight of the panel. Leveling-"guides 52 threaded into 
lower supports 50 serve to level the partitions on a floor 
surface in a conventional-manner. Support 50 includes 
an "outwardly extending, ‘ threaded, apertured portion 
60 to receive fastening means to secure linking member 
'40 as will be more fully described hereinafter. 

Upper horizontal channel 14 is shaped as an inverted 
{U and extends along the top of the partition assembly 
below‘cov‘er 24; At its ends, adjacent, and forming part 
'of the side trim strip 22, upper horizontal channel 14 
"has a threaded plate member 26 which includes two 
spaced apart tapped openings 28 at the end comers of 
partition 10 to receive fastening means for securement 
of linking member 40 at the upper portion of the parti 
tion (FIG. 2). A third tapped opening 28a is positioned 
rearwardly and centrally with respect to openings 28. 
Removable- ‘cover member 24 is equipped with 

spaced spring clips 25 adapted to engage and embrace 
" 'upp'er horizontal channel 14. Cover member 24 is also 
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formed of sheet material and has a generally hollow in 
terior. When positioned to cover the top of a panel as 
sembly a slight gap exists at the ends of cover 24 adja 
cent side trim strips 22 to allow link 40 to extend there 
from (FIG. 6). 7 
Link 40 (FIG. 4) has a generally rectangular main 

body portion 42 with a series of spaced openings '43 
placed generally at the corners of the rectangle. An ad 
ditional opening 44 is positioned generally in the center 
of the rectangular main body portion. A leg 45 extends 
outwardly from the body from the longer side thereof 
and includes an angular edge or wall portion 46 extend 
ing from one of its longer sides outwardly to form an 
intersection with an outermost rounded extremity or 
head 47 of the leg 45. An opening 48 is provided in the 
rounded end of the leg and another opening 49 is posi 
tioned along the length of leg 45, generally adjacent the 
intersection of angular edge 46 with the rounded end 
portion or head 47. 

It will be noted that the ?rst set of connector holes 
43 of link 40 are used to join the partitions 10 together 
in aligned relationship while the holes 44, 49 and 48 
provide a second set of holes which facilitate joining 
the partitions together in a pivotable, angular relation 
ship with respect to each other. The ?rst set of holes 43 
are oriented generally at the corners of the main body 
portion 42 in a regular, rectangular fashion such that 
when the respective fastening means 70 and 72 of the 
respective adjacent partitions are passed therethrough, 
the entire link 40 lies in alignment with the two parti 
tions. Even the projecting leg 45 is positioned in align 
ment with the ?rst partition. This, coupled with the rel 
ative size of link 40 with respect to the size of the parti 
‘tions insures that all of link 40 will lie within the con 
?nes of the opposite faces, de?ned by surface panels 
20, of the partitions and, except for its side edge, will 
not be exposed to view. 
The second set of cooperating connector holes, how 

ever, are oriented with respect to link 40 in such a way 
that when holes 44 and 49 are secured to one of the 
partitions 10 by means of bolt 72 passing through hole 
44 and into hole 28a at the top of partition 10 and fas 
tener 70 passing through hole 49 and into a corner hole 
28, link 40 is cocked at an angle with respect to the lon 
gitudinal plane de?ned by the partition 10 and leg 45 
actually projects out of alignment with respect to parti- - 
tion 10. In this way, the point of connection for the ad 
jacent partition, i.e., hole 48, is offset from alignment 
with the ?rst partition such that a smoother inside cor 
ner is obtained when the two partitions are joined to 
gether (FIG. 3). If the point of connection 48 for the 
second partition were in alignment with the ?rst parti 
tion, the inside corner de?ned by the two partitions 
would have a more staggered appearance and would 
not be as attractive to the user. j I 

As an aid to the user, the face of link, 40 is stamped 
with a line 40a which connects the ?rst setlholes 43. 
This advises the user that these holes are ,to be used in 
conjunction. Similarly, the second set holes 44, 49 and 
48 are connected by a second line 40b stamped into the 
face of link 40 to show the user that these holes are 
used in conjunction. . 

It should be noted that the angle of angular wall 46 
of link 40 with respect to the body 42 of link'40 issuch 
that this edge wall 46 does not projectbeyond the .con 
?nes of the space between the opposing faces of the 
partitions when the second set of holes, 44, 49‘anid 48, 
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4 
are used. At the juncture of angular edge wall 46 with 
the head 47 of leg' 45,.an inwardly recessed notch 51 
is de?ned. This makes it possible to provide an en 
larged head 47 to ensure a rigid connecting point for 
the angularly disposedpartition, and yet eliminates ex 
cess material whichwould otherwise project outwardly 
into the space at the‘ inside comer de?ned by the two 
partitions. T ' ' ' 

Openings 43, 44, 48 and 49 in link 40 are slightly 
oversize with respect to the bolt size which passes 
therethrough into the retaining means in the panels and 
in the lower support bracket. The holes are also spaced 
apart a predetermined distance on the link so that any 
selected adjacent pair of openings will be in general 
alignment with any selected pair of adjacent threaded 
openings in the retainers. The link accordingly can be 
positioned in an adjacent pair of threaded openings in 
the partitions to thereby connect pairs of partitions at 
an angle or in line with respect to each other as will be 
hereinafter described. , 

, bower support bracket 50 shown in FIG. 7 includes 
apertured portion 60 in which a series of spaced apart 
threaded openings 61, 62 and 63 are provided. The 
threaded openings 61 and 62 are positioned adjacent 
the outermost ends at the corners of apertured portion 
60 while opening 63 is generally centrally located and 
spaced inwardly a slight distance. The spacing and 
alignment of the threaded openings in the support 
bracket corresponds to that of the openings 28 and 28a 
in threaded plate 26 located at the upper portion of the 
partitions. When the panelsare assembled, threaded 
plate 26 and the threaded apertured portion 60 of 
lower support 50 are arranged to be in vertical align 
ment at the side edges of each individual partition 10. 
Lower support 50 includes a central threaded aper 

ture 53 which receives the corresponding threaded por 
tion of leveling guide 52 in a conventional manner. An 
aperture tongue like projection 54 opposite aperture 
portion 60 is utilized to support closure mechanisms 
(not shown) for the base of the wiring channel formed 
in the base of the panels. The structure and operation 
of lower support 50 other than the aperture portion 60 
form no part of the present invention, and accordingly, 
will not be described in greater detail. For a more de 
tailed discussion of lower support 50 and its novel fea 
tures, reference may be had to copending, commonly 
assigned, application entitled SUPPORT SYSTEM 
FOR PARTITIONS, U.S. Ser. No. 401,625 invented by 
Alexander A. Karrip, ?led on even date herewith, and 
incorporated herein by reference. 
To facilitate assembly an upwardly extending tapered 

stud 70 is ?xed in one of the threaded openings 28 of 
‘plate 26 (FIGS. 2 and 5). The studs are preferably pro 
vided on each‘end of an individual partition at opposite 
sides thereof so that when ‘a ‘pair’ of partitions are 
placed in abutting relationship asishown in FIG. 2 the 
link may be conveniently dropped over the studs which 
serve to tempora'rilyhold the link in position. To secure 
a pair of partitions in abutting relationship all that is re 
quired is to v[insert bolts 72 through adjacent holes in 
link 40 and fasten them’securely into the top edge of 
the partition in threaded, plate 26. ‘The lower portions 
of an adjacent pair of partitions are similarly secured by 
removing the‘ cover‘ plate2l at the lower portion (FIG. 
5),‘andpositioning‘ a link over adjacent threaded por 
tions 60 of ‘lower support bracket 50. The link is se~ 
cured at the lower support by a bolt 72 passing through 
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the openings. in the link vand into corresponding 
theaded openings 61 and§2 in the lower support.“ Dec 
orative cover plate 21 and top cover 24 are then re 
placed and the assembled partitions are ready for use. 

. In FIG. 3 the angular relationship of a pair of paiti~ 
tions is illustrated wherein openings 44 and 49 in the 

’ link are used to secure the link to one of the partitions 
while opening 48 in the leg is utilized to secure the ad 
jacent partition at an angle with respect to the ?rst; In 
this arrangement stud 70 in the left hand partition 
passes through opening 49 and the centrally threaded 
opening 28 receives fastening means 72 through open 
ing 44 in the link. In the adjacent panel only one 
threaded opening is utilized to receive fastening bolt 72 
passing through opening 48 in the leg of the link. Stud 
.70 is not utilized in the adjacent partition at this time. 
The lower portion of the partitions are similarly affixed 
by means of an identical link 40, bolts 72 and stud 70 
passing through and secured in the threaded portion 60 
of lower support 50. One slight variation is that a stud 
70 is used at the bottom of partition 10 to pass through 
hole 48 in head 47 instead of a bolt 72 so that connec- > 
tion is effected at this point by simply setting the head 
47 of link 40 over stud 70 at the bottom of partition 10. 
Those skilled in the art will recognize that virtually any I . 
desired angular relationship of a pair of adjacent parti 
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said ?rst set of connectors being oriented with respect 1 
to each other such that said leg is in alignment with said 
?rstpartition when said link is joined to said ?rst parti 
tion by said first two connectorsof said ?rst set of con- i " 
nectors; said leg being oriented with respect to said ?rst 
two connectors of said second set of connectors such 
that said leg projects generally laterally out of align 
ment with respect to said ?rst partition when'lsaid ?rst 
two connectors of said second set of connectors is usedv 
to join said link to said first partition, said second set 
third connector cooperating with said second partition 
fastening means to de?ne a pivotal connection therebe 
tween such that said second partitioncan be pivoted 
with respect to said ?rst partition when joined thereto ' 
through said second set of connectors, ‘whereby when 
said second partition is joined to said second setthird 

connector in an angular relationship, the inside corner _ de?ned by said ?rst and second partitions will be rela- ' ' 

tively smooth ?owing and less staggered than would be 
the case if said second set third connector were in 

f alignment with said ?rst partition when said link is 

25 

tions can be achieved through the use-of the novel link . 
structure of the invention. When not in use the link can , 
be conveniently storedwithin the partition assembly by 

' 30v simply facing the leg inwardly and securing the link in‘ 
place by means of the bolts provided. When the cover 
24 is ?xed in place only the side edge of the link is visi 
ble and it may be plated or ?nished to complement the 
?nish of the partition assembly. ' 
Those skilled in the art will recognize other arrange 

inents of the invention can be provided. All modi?ca- _ 
tions of the invention are to be considered as included 
in the appended claims unless these claims by their lan- v 
guage expressly state otherwise.‘ 

1., A partition system comprising: ?rst‘ and second 
’ partitions and a link for joining said partitions, each of 
said ‘partitions having fastening means to facilitate fas 

- tening of said partition to said link; said link havin'ga 
body and a leg projecting from said body; a ?rst set of 
at least three connectors located in said body, a ?rst 
two connectors ‘of said ?rst set for cooperating with 
said ?rst partition fastening means and a third connec 
tor for cooperating with said second partition fastening 

‘ means for‘ joining said?rst and second partitions to 
gether in alignment'with one another; said link having 
a separate second set of at least three different connec 
tors, a ?rst and second connector for cooperating with 
said ?rst partition fastening means and av third connecé 
tor for cooperating with said second partition fastening 
means for joining said ?rst and second partitions to 
gether in an angular relationship with respect to each 
other; said ?rst set of connectors being located so as to 
be in alignment with said ?rst partition when said link 
is joined to said ?rst partition by said ?rst two connec 
tors of said first set of connectors, whereby said second 
partition will be in alignment with said ?rst partition 
when joined to said third connector of said first set of 
connectors; at least said third connector of said second 
set of connectors being located in said leg; said leg and 

joined to said ?rst partition by said ?rst two connectors _ ' ' 
of said second set of connectors. 

' 2. The partition system of claim l‘inwhich said con- __ 
nectors‘of said ?rst set'of connectors are'intercon-_ 
nected by a ?rst line in the face of said link and said 
connectors of said second set of connectors are inter 
connected by a second line in the face of said link 
whereby a user can tell at a glance which connectors 
are to be used in conjunction with one another. 

3. The partition system of claim 1 in which said ?rst ‘ 7 
set of ‘connectors comprises a fourth connector cooper 
ating with said second partition fastening , means 

' whereby when said ?rst set of connectors is used to join 
35 

The embodiment of ‘the invention in which an exclu- 4Q‘ 
sive property or privilege are claimed are described as 

' follows: , ' ' 

50 

said ?rst and second partitions together, the ?rst and 
' second partitions are held in rigid alignment with re 
spect to one another. > 

4. The partition system of claim 

ond partition, and one of said ?rst and second connec 
torsv is located in the body of said link and the other‘ of ‘ ' 

- said?rst and second connectors along the length of , . 
said leg, between said third connector at the-end ofsaid 1_ . ' 
v.legandsaidbody. ' '. . I ‘ . 

of claim 4 in which said con-- '_ I 
' nectors of said ?rst set of connectors are interconr' 
nected by a ?rst line in the face of said link and said , ' 

5. The partition system 

connectors of said second set of connectors are inter-, 
connected by a second line in the face of said link 
whereby a userv can tell at a glance which connectors 

- are to be used in conjunction with one another.‘ 

55 

6. The partition system of claim 4 in .which'said first 
vs'et of connectors are oriented in said body such that _ 
said body is generally in alignment with the longitudinal 
plane‘ defined by said first partition when said link is 

‘ joined to said ?rst partition by said ?rst set of connec 

65 

tors; said second set of connectors being oriented with 
respect'to said link such that said link is oriented at an 
angle with respect to the longitudinal plane de?ned by 
said ?rst partition when said link is joined to said ?rst 
partition by said second set of connectors; said body of 
said link being suf?ciently small and being con?gurated 
such that it ?ts within the con?nes of the opposite faces 
of said ?rst partition when oriented in alignment with 
respect to said ?rst partition and when oriented at an 
angle with respect to said ?rst partition. 

3 in which said sec~ ‘ ' 
ond set‘third connector is located in‘ the end of said leg - i 
for cooperation with saidfastening means on said sec-' ,_ - t 



7 
7. The system of claim 6 in which said leg of said link 

includes one edge wall extending generally straight out 
wardly from one edge wall of said body, said leg includ 
ing another edge wall which extends generally at an 
angle outwardly from another edge wall of said body 
such that when said link is oriented at an angle with re 
spect to the longitudinal plane de?ned by said ?rst par 
tition, said angular edge wall of said leg is positioned 
generally within the con?nes of the opposite faces of 
said ?rst partition whereby only the end of said leg 
projects laterally out of alignment with said ?rst parti 
tion. 

8. The partition system of claim 7 in which said leg 
terminates at a head, said angular edge wall extending 
outwardly to its juncture with said head; said link in 
cluding an inwardly deviating notch at the juncture of 
said head of said leg and said angular edge wall of said 
leg whereby va large head is provided at which said third 
connector of said second set of connectors is located, 
said notch eliminating an excess of link material pro 
truding into the inside corner de?ned by said ?rst and 
second partitions when joined in an angular relation 
ship with respect to one another. 

9. The partition system of claim 1 in which said ?rst 
set of connectors are oriented in said body such that 
said body is generally in alignment with the longitudinal 
plane de?ned by said ?rst partition when said link is 
joined to said ?rst partition by said ?rst connectors; 
said second set of connectors being oriented with re 
spect to said link such that said link is oriented at an 
angle with respect to the longitudinal plane de?ned by 
said ?rst partition when said link is joined to said ?rst 
partition by said second set of connectors; said body of 

- said link being suf?ciently small and being con?gurated 
such that it ?ts within the con?nes of the opposite faces 
of said ?rst partition when oriented in alignment with 
respect to said ?rst partition and when oriented at an 
angle with respect to said ?rst partition. 

10. The system of claim 9 in which said leg of said 
link includes one edge wall extending generally straight 
outwardly from one edge wall of said body, said leg in 
cluding another edge wall which extends generally at 
an angle outwardly from another edge wall of said body 
such that when said link is oriented at an angle with re 
spect to the longitudinal plane de?ned by said ?rst par 
tition, said angular edge wall of said leg is positioned 
generally within the con?nes of the opposite faces of 
said ?rst partition whereby only the end of said leg 
projects laterally out of alignment with said ?rst parti 
tion. 

1 l. The partition system of claim 10 in which said leg 
terminates at a head, said angular edge wall extending 
outwardly to its juncture with said head; said link in 
cluding an inwardly deviating notch at the juncture of 
said head of said leg and said angular edge wall of said 
leg whereby a large head is provided at which said third 
connector of said second set of connectors is located, 
said notch eliminating an excess of link material pro 
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truding into the inside comer de?ned by said ?rst and 
second partitions when joined in an angular relation 
ship with respect to one another. 

12. A partition system comprising: ?rst and second 
partitions and a link for joining said partitions; each of 
said partitions having a ?rst and second fastening 
means for facilitating joining of said link to each of said 
partitions; said link having a body and a leg projecting 
from said body; said body including a ?rst set of four 
connectors, two of said connectors being provided for 
cooperating with said ?rst and second fastening means 
of said ?rst partition and two of said connectors being 
provided for cooperating with said ?rst and second fas 
tening means of said second partition whereby said ?rst 
and second partitions are joined together in rigid 
aligned relationship with respect to each other; said 
link including a second set of at least a ?rst connector 
and a second connector, at least said second connector 
being located generally at the end of said leg of said 
link, said ?rst connector of said second set of connec 
tors cooperating with one of said ?rst and second fas 
tening means of said first partition and said second con 
nector of said second set of connectors cooperating 
with one of said ?rst and second fastening means of 
said second partition whereby said ?rst and second par 
titions can be joined together by said link in pivotable, 
angular relationship with respect to one another. 

13. The partition system of claim 12 in which said 
second set of connectors includes a third connector lo 
cated in said body, said second set ?rst connector being 
located generally between said second set third and 
second connectors; said ?rst partition including a third 
fastening means located equidistant from said ?rst and 
second fastening means; said third connector cooperat 
ing with said third fastening means of said ?rst partition 
whereby said link is rigidly joined to said ?rst partition 
and is pivotally connected to said second partition. 

14. The partition system of claim 13 in which said 
?rst and third connectors of said second set of connec 
tors are oriented in said link such that when said link 

I is connected to said ?rst partition thereby, said link is 
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oriented at an angle with respect to said ?rst partition 
with said leg projecting generally laterally out of align 
ment with respect to said ?rst partition, whereby the 
inside corner de?ned by said ?rst and second partitions 
will be smoother ?owing and less staggered than would 
be the case if said leg were located in alignment with 
said ?rst partition when said ?rst and third connectors 
of said second set of connectors is used to join said link 
to said ?rst partition. 

15. The partition system of claim 14 in which said 
connectors of said ?rst set of connectors are intercon 
nected by a ?rst line in the face of said link and said 
connectors of said second set of connectors are inter 
connected by a second line in the face of said link 
whereby a user can tell at a glance which connectors 
are to be used in conjunction with one another. 

* * * >l= * 


